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On Jahangirnagar's
First Convocation

Zillur Rahman Siddiqui

—

Jahangirnagar, to our special satisfaction,
is the first amongst the older universities to
seize the chance of holding a convocation
which is also her first, with the Chancellor
presiding over the ceremony.

HE first convocation of
Jahangimagar Univer
sity is being held in its
twentyseventh year. And there-
by hangs a tale.
The universily was some-
body else's dream. It was to be

another Aligarh. — fully resi-
dential, separate — in a \?ERI
special sense —. distinguishe

generously funded and sup-

ported by the government. with
a distant benediction showered
from Islamabad; and above ev-
ery thing else, it was to be Mus-
limm.

All these hopes and aspira-
tions were to remain matters of
historical curiosity. The war of
independence changed every
thing. The entire scheme might
well have been abandoned in
the changed scenario of post-
war Bangladesh. In fact, it was
sugﬁestfd and | have it on good

thority, that the campus and
whatever infrastructure was al-
ready there — there wasn't much
— could be put to another use.
Instead of a teaching university,
the proposed affiliating
university could be set up there.
But the idea was hardly formu-
lated when Vice-Chancellor Dr
Enamul Haq reassured Banga-
bandhu that Jahangirnagar
could serve a very special
pose. It could be both a teachi
university and a laboratory o
higher education. It had certain
advantages over the other gen-
eral universities, — Dhaka, Ra-
jshahi and Chittagong. Being
small, fully residential and
unitary with no affiliated col-
leges to clog its steps, with a
very managable student body.
and already experimenting
with a new system of education
— commonly known as course
systern —, the university could
undertake further experiments
in higher education.

The argument in favour of
allowing the university to con-
tinue must have been put very
persuasively. The university
survived a very real challenge
to its existence.

There have been other chal-
lenges since then all nearly all,
related to development. The res-
idential character of the uni-
versity has been the regulatory
gﬁctplc of student atdmission,
sifice every studert must have @
seat in a hall of residence, only
as may studerts could be admit-
ted as there were places for
them. This has kept the growth
rate in terms of enrolment low
over the years. Still, growth is
the order of the day, and Ja-

han%imagar has grown. [t now
h 1 departments under three

faculties and an institute. two
more institutes without de.
partments under them, an en-
rolment ligure over three thou-
sand. and a teaching facully
with some very able teachers
and researchers in it. In some
ways the university has re-
mained exclusive, as it has to
refuse admission to at least
twenty five students for every
one student it is able to accept.
This may appear to be a dubious
kind of exclusiveness. It raises
issues that will cover practi-
cally the entire spectrum of
higher education. This is no oc-
casion to enter into that com-
plex question.

Jahangirnagar is no excep-°
tion in having gone on all these
years without a convocation. A
convocation can be held with
Fruper dignity only when er-

ct normalcy is there bot
the country and on the campus
We as a nation have been denied
that normalcy and this is some-
thing over which no university
has had any control. A convo-
cation also involves the Chan-
cellor who is expected to grace
the ceremony by his august
presence. Unlortunately chan-
cellors, whether a governor or a
President or a Pritmne Minister,
have almost always been a con-
troversial man. mainly on ac-
count of his poutics. Tradition-
ally, in olden times, Governors
of Bengal Presidency evoked no
opposition, so remote and un-
involved he was. This changed
with the Partition and Inde-
pendence of 1947. The second
independence of 1971 brought
no gualitative change in this
respecl. The case of Banga-
bandhu was different. After
him the country has had a long

eriod of political dislocation
ollowed by academic disorien-
tation. To hold a convoc
was never considered to

sible, 'under the circu

The present mom
to be auspicious, i
Most relevafitly,
has a President,
sities a Chancel who is not
above controversy but one who
is held in high esteem in every
quarter. Jahangirnagar, to, our
special satisfaction, is the first
amongst the older (miversities
0 seize the chancé of holdin
convocation which is also her
first, with the Chancellor
siding over the ceremony. May

the univer-

this prove an augadcious begin-
ning. May the ersity start
with this a new\@ase of her
life. rich with asfiation and

achievement,

e
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J ahanglrnagar University's Day of Glory

Abu Taher Mﬂ] umder

The term continues to connote something solemn. In so far as the universities are concerned,
convocation has great significance, for, it concerns the lives of so many young men and
women who have undergone academic and intellectual training for a period of time and have
_qualified for distinctions and recognitions...

HE other day Jahangir-

nagar University celebra-

ted its 25 the year of
glorious existence through
colourful ceremonies and
seminars., recollections of old
memeories of charmed days and
reunion of the veterans who
have moved out with laurels
and are now busily engaged in
traversing the undulating paths
of life and the spirited youths
who are preparing to launch out
into the uncertain future. But
even in the midst of such
enthusiastic jollity one thing
boomed large and stirred the
calm surface of the minds of all
concerned : 25 years gone and
no convocation as yet? Yes, it
has all along been a very hard
and nagging reality for all, par-
ticularly for the graduates, that
convocation continued to be an
ever-receding dream, as if an il-
lusion.

Year after year, eversince the
first batch nfygeraduates passed
out and the first batch of Master
degree holders held aloft their
fluttering flags of success, the
prospect of convocation gained
ground and the university au-
thorities thought of making
necessary arrangements for
holding the convocation to offi-
cially and ceremoniously
crown the uncrowned kings and
queens of the university — the

raduates — and relieve themn

rom carrying on their provi-
sional certificates. Unfortu-
nately, every year one hurdle or
another thwarted the efforts
and the convocati m.t.
be held. * %

However . the mﬂ“ﬁt}r al-
thorities did not sit idie..
were as reléntlesg in their
forts as the cilrcumstances were
uncompromising. At long last
the dream becomes a reality to-
day — the 5th of January, 1997,
and our honourable President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
the Chancellor of our Univer-

+moderation, wisdem, the
ity for &

sity. will formally confer the
degree 1o the successful }:{radu—
ates of this unijversity. It is in-
deed. and will continue to be, a
matter of great pride that no
less a personality than our pre-
sent Chancellor who won in-
ternational fame and recogni-
tion as the head of an exem-

pl care-taker government, is
erring the degrees to our
graduates.

Universities are "centers not
only of the humanities but also
of vast scientific learning and
investigation ministering to
human enlightenment and wel-
fare”. A university aims "at a
discipline of the mind", "char-
acter-building” and "it makes ..
the gentleman". The university
graduates have. therefore, great
social and moral responsibili-
ties, in addition to their own
career-building. So. when they
are in the process ol learning
they are taught of and traine
in the various aspects ol these
responsibilities. When they are
formally conferred their de-
grees they are reminded of their
roles in life, the proper use of
their knowledge and skill and
they are sent off to the battle-
arena of life as sculdiers who

be eharacterised by "calin-
ess, equitableness, :eﬁﬂm.

. optic view an 'fnr
self-direction”, as far as practi-
cable. In such a context, convo-
cation has a far-reaching sig-
nificance and the graduates
await this solemn ceremony
with not only eclat but also an
ac{ldcd awareness of their role in
life.

Although convocation has
travelled far from its orginal
signification of a 'provincial
synod of clergy, the ancient ec-
clesiastical council of the
archbishop, especially those of
the provinces of Canterbury
and York in the Church of Eng-
land’, or 'the great legislative
assemhly of the University of
Oxford and elsewhere’, its other
signification ‘to call tug:ther: to
assemble' persists. This calling
'together: to assemble’, however,
is not for any ordinary purpose
or matter of less important or
petty issues. The term continues
to connote something solemn.
In so far as the universities are
concerned, convocation has
great significance, for, it con-
cerns the lives of so many

oung men and women who

ave undergone academic and
intellectual training for a Re
riod of time and have qualified
lor distinctions and recogni-
tions in their respective fields
in the form of degrees to be con-
ferred on by a distinguished
personality such as the Chan-
cellor. This long-awaited ccr:-
mony is nuw being held toda
Jah in a spirit
bilation an dedication, with
great enthusiasm and lnapiring
zest.

sJahangirnagar University,
“'situated at quite a considerable
distance from the central
metropolis, amid a panorama
of natural beauty, consisting of
a vast area of undulating land;
dotted with lush green trees.
green fields, brick-red academic
and residential buildings and a
lew lakes with little curling

waves. [requented by guest-
birds in the winter, can legiti-
mately boast of its graduates
who are contributing to na-
tional development in their
various capacities with skill
and sincerity and an enviable
sense of dedication. The 5th of
January 1997 will be marked
out as a red-letter day — as a
Day of Glory — in the annals of
Jahangirnagar University, for

HOUGH convocation was
ractised by the
uddhists and the Hindus

in this subcontinent in the an-
cient times, today's convoca-
tion is totally different in
character from that practice.
Convocation practised in the
universities today is rather
closer to the practice in
Christianity than those an-
cient Indian practices. In an-
cient India, convocation used
to be arra fged following the
completion of a student's stud-
ies in the house of the precep-
tor. Today, this is a special cer-
emony for awarding certifi-
cates  to the students. The
Chancellor, legislative head of
a uriversity, confers degrees to
the students, This assembly ol
the members of a university is
a solemn but entirely secular
academic festival though it has
its root in the Christian rites
and practices. The term convo-
cation was applied to the leg-
islative assembly of the Church
of England in each ol ils

Central library
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the University authorities are
fulfilling today. for the lirst
lime, an academic obligation to
their students which is so sig-
nificant and important in their
lives.

The many years that have
passed have bhrought about
many changes in the lives ol
many of them. Some of the stu-
derts will conee to dttend the
convocalion possibly with their

Of Convocation — Past

Gobinda Bar
provinces. It was also applied to
a siinilar assembly of clergies
in the northern and smaller
province of York in England

Convocation was parallel to
the life of English parliament,
usually meeting two or three
times a year during parliamen-
tary sessions. When a new par-
liament was elected. a new con-
vocation used to be assembled;
convoeation would be dissolved
with the dissolution of the par-
liament,

The development and pro-
gression of the concept of con-
vocation is interesting as well
as meaningful. Perhaps in the
madieval period, the religious

ceremony conjeived: with the,

educational lestivily. In those
days ehurehes had a uniqgoe
domination over everything
including the state. Churchmen
used to be the chiefs of the aca-
demic institutions and they
also taught the students. Even
different monasteries were de-
veloped in to universities cdur-
ing the middle ages. So. there

grand children. Many students
WHI search for their known
faces — [riends and classmates
— who have undergone a lol of
natural changes through the
Euqaﬂg{f ol time and will possi-

ly try to re-listen to the rever-
berating footsteps of the bygone
days and the echoes of endear-
ing voices. Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity's Day of Glery will wit-
ness the assembly of several
generations of students which
is in a sense good and salut
because the delay in holding the
convocation has made such a
gathering of ' strange’ faces pos-
sible. Let this - él‘ﬂnuua Day'
make the graduates more
keenly aware of their patriotic
responsibilities.

and Present

was a touch of religious fervour
in the academic festivals as like
as in convocation. In the course
of time, religion gradually be-
gan to lose its grip on every-
thing perhaps following the
'clash’' between the kings and
the churches. Convocation got a
secular character and became
an entirely academiec festival
day by day. But it is to bring
some of the Christian phe-
nomenon with it. The ceremo-
nial gown worn by the atten-
dants, silence observed at the
programme and the sense of
sanctity ol the programme nec-
essarily remind us of the
Christian past of the festival .

Today. - corwocation is per-

h’ii]‘« the greatest academic fes-

tival for a university. Whatever
would be the past, il is now a
secular and unique festival in
the academic arena. We hope
regular holding of convocation
in our universities would illu-
minate the path ol developinent
and improvement of education
11 OUr COLITY

Name of the university

Students at present

JU and the Convocation At a Glance

Ineeption 1970
Students at the beginning 150
Teachers at the beginning 2]
Officers at the beginning 14
Employees at the beginning : 125
Departments at the beginning : 04

Departments al present 20
Teachers at present 320
Officers at present 113
Employees at present 1014
Total degrees to be conlerred 5463
Recipients ol degree 2290
Male recipients | 8O
Female recipients 4540
Recipients of gold medal L7
Total recipients of Ph D I8
Total recipients of M Phil 12
Total expenditure ol convocation 25 lakh
UGC grant 10 lakh
Collection from the former students 1 1.43 lakh

Compiled by Gobinda Bar

Jahangirnagar

Over 5500

Al-Quran Pr Summary
3:10 News in Bangla 3:15
Patriotic Songs 3:20 Recitation

from the Bible 3:25 Retelecast
of Drama 4:50 Marami 5:00
News in Bangla 5:25 Sports
P 6:00pm EelrnaI?
6:35 Mayeder Jann 0
Open University 7:00 The News
7:25 Documentary on
Freedom Fighting 8:00 News in
Bangia 8:25 Women in
Freedom Fighting 9:00 Film
Series: Akbar The Great

10:00 News in English 10:25
Those Days of Freedom
Fighting 10:30 Shono Ahaban
11:30 News in Bangla 11:35
Monday's programme 11:40
Close down

6:00am BBC Waorld News 6:30
India Business Report 7:00
BBC World News 7:25 This
Week 8:00 BBC Waorld
Headlines 8:05 Horizon 9:00
BBC World News10:00 BBC
World Headlines 10:20 Britain
in View 11:00 BBC World News
11:25 India Business Report
12:00noon BBC World News
12:20 Britan in View 1:00 BBC
World News 1:20 This Week
2:00 BBC World Headlines

2:05 World Focus: Assignment
3:00 BBC World News 3:30
Time Out: The Cloth Show 4:00
BBC World Headlines 4:05
World Focus : Everyman 5:00
BBC World News 5:20 Window
On Europe 6:00pm BBC World
Headlines 6:05 World Focus:
Pale to Pole 7:00 BBC World
Headlines 7:05 Breakiast With
Frost 8:00 BBC World News
8:30 Time Out: The Travel
Show 9:00 BBC World
Headlines 9:05 World Focus:
Horzon 10:00 BBC World News
10:20 Earth Report 10:30
Time Qut: Film '96 11:00 BBC
World News 11:30 Time Out:
Top Gear 12:00mn BBC World
News 12:20 Bnritain In View
1:00 BBC World News 1:20
Window On Europe 2:00 BBC

Nirma Aaha on Lee TV tonight at %:00 pm

World Headiines 2:05 World
Focus: State of The World : A
Nuclear Warning 3:00 BBC
World News 3:30 Time Out:
Tommoror's World 4:00 BBC
World Report Inc: World
Business Report/24 Hours
5:00 BBC World Report Inc:
World Business Heport/24
Hours

CHANNELYV

6:00am Frame by Frame 7:00
Hawrrd VJ Saphlaa 8:00 Frame
Frame 9:0 Ban
aekend VJ Alessandra 11:
BPL Oye! 12:00 Sansui Mangla
Hai 12:30 First Day First Show
1:00 Rewind VJ Sophiya 2:00
Speak Easy 2:30 Videocon
Flashback 3:00 Asian Top 20
VI Trey 5:00 The Vibe
Weekend VJ Luke 6:00 The
Vibe Weekend 7:00pm Fashion
Police 7:30 Soul Curry 8:00 The
Indian Top 10 8:00 Launch
Pad VJ Samira 10:00 House Of

Noise VJ Luke11:30 Rewind VJ
Sophiya 12:00mn B Bang
Alessandra 1:00 .'?h ide
2:00 Frame By Frame 3:00 Bi
Bang VJ Alessandra 4:3

Launchpad VJ Sophiya 5:30 VJ
Alessandra

STAR PLUS

6:30 Voltron 7:00 Aerobics Oz
Style 7:30 Alaap 8:30 Tara
Aum Pum 9:30 Chandrakanta
(Hindi Serial) 10:30 Tu Tu Main
Main (Hindi Serial) 11:00
Kalaidoscope (Hindi
Serial)11:30 Amu! India Show
12:00noon The Road Show
12:30 India Business Week

1:30 Star Trek 2:30 Hindi
Classic Film: Do Ankhan Bara
Hath 6:00pm Batman 6:30
Charises Angels 7:30 The
Simpsons 8:00 The Addams
Family 8:30 Lifeline 9:00
Reporter 9:30 V Countdown
Plus 10:30 STAR News Sunday
11:30 Dynasty 12:30 India
Business Week 1:30 Amul India
show 2:00 BBC Documentary
“All Our Children" 3:00 Movie
Classic: Anna Karena 5:00
Backup

STAR SPORTS

7:30 NBA Game Of The Week
New York @ Allanta 8:30 India
Tour Of South Africa India v S
Afnca 2nd Test Match Day 3
H/L 10:00 Asia Sport Show
10:30 World Wrestlin
Federation Blast O# 11:3
Indian Football National
League Dempo vs Salgoacar
1:30 india Tour Of South Africa
India vs South Africa 2nd Test
Match Day 3 H/L 2:30 India
Tour Of South Africa India vs
South Africa 2nd Tesl Match
Day 4 From Cape Town, South
Africa 9:30 Asian F'ball Show
10:30 ISF World Tour H/L-1
11:00 NBA Game Of The Week
New York @ Atlanta 1:00 India
Tour Of South Africa India v S
Africa 2nd Test Malch Day 4
H/L 2:00 World Karate Champ
96 H/L 3:00 Live National
Football League, 1996-1997
AFC Playoff Feed Times & Host
Broadcaster TBC

STAR MOVIES

7:30am Adventure . Surl Ninjas
15 (Arabic Subtities) 9:30 Family

Asterix vs Caesar PG (Hindi
Subtitles) 11:30 : Africa
Screams PG (Hindi ubtifllﬂl
1:30 Classic : Anna And The

Of Siam G (Hindi Subtitles)
3:30 Sunday Show Time: Pee-
Wee's Playhouse (PG) 4:30
Sunday Show Time : Just For
Laughs 15 5:30 Sunday Family
© Double Feature: The Do&
Who Stopped The War P
Hindi Subtities) 7:30 Sunday
amily The Peanut Buftter
Solution PG (Hindi Subtitles)
9:00 Film ‘96 9:30 Gold: There
Goes My Baby 11:30 True
Story: Picnic Al Hanging Rock
12 (Hindi Subtitles) 1:30
Comedy : Emerald City 18
(Arabic Subtitles) 3:30 Comedy !
Mushrooms 18 (Hindi Sublities)
5:30 Family : Shattered Family
12 (Arabic Subtities)

ZEE TV

5:30am Surtal 6:00 The News
6:30 Jagran 7:00 Suno Bhal
Sadho 7:30 Maa B:00
Mythological Hindi Film10:30
Aap Ki Adalat 11:00 Siyaram's
Cine Magic 11:30 Lakme
Khoobsurat 12:00 Aur Ek
Minute 12:30 Boumnvita Quiz
Contest 1:00 Haathi Cement
Aashiana 1:30 Asian Sky Shop
2:00 Dream Merchants 2:30
Hindi Feature Film 5:00 Dhak
Ghar Apna Ghar 5:30 Ghoomla
Aaina 6:00 Helpline 6:30
kdarni;a Pradhan Mantri 7:00
Index 7:30 |n5l%hf B:00 Casper
Kya Scene Hal 8:30 Suno Suno
Tring Tring 9:00 Nirma Aahaa
9:30 9 Malabar Hill 10:00 The
Zee Horror Show 10:30 News
11:00 Suhana Safar 11:30
Philips Top Ten 12:30 Chahat

Aur Nafrat 1:00 Yeh Kahan Aa
Gaye Hum 1:30 Raahat 2:00
lite Aap Ki Pasand 2:30
4:00 Dastan 4:30 Kodak
Klick Klick 5:00 Jagran

12:30 Best Of The Best 1:30
Tarane 2:30 Hit Pairs 3:30
Devotional 4:30 Ghungru 5:30
Best Of The Best 6:30 Tarane
7:30 Hit Pairs B:30 Kandos Iis
My Choice 9:00 Atco Ru-BA-Ru
9:30 Fat Or Fit 10:00 Siyaram
Kamaal Kombination 10:30
Brigadier Balwant Bhawan
11:00 Sorry Meri Lorry 11:30
Liberty Public Demand 12:30
Number One 1:00 Chehre 1:30
Moov Usha Uthup Show 2:00
Vipul Ka Amar Prem 2:30 Money
Game 3:00 Instinct
Puruskeshtra 4:00 Zandu Balm
Dance Mania 4:30 Ajnabi 5:30
Meri Marzi 6:00 Yumkeenz Masi
Must Show 6:30 Dear EL 7:00
Snowchem Kal Bhi Aaj Bhi 7:30
Teri Bahi Chup Meri Bhi Chup
8:00 Abhinetri 8:20 Kinetic
Pride Haseen Pal 8:30 Boroplus
The Real Countdown 9:00
Prafful V3+ 9:30 Shatranj 10:00
Alco Ru Ba Ru 10:30 Stand By
10:40 H ood Se Bollywood
11:00 avras 11:30
Manoranjan 12:00 Kinetic Pride
Haseen Pal 12:10 Karz

B:00am Tilawal Aur
Tarjuma/Hamd/Naal 8:20
Cartoon 830 Khabrain 8:45
Fun Time 9:06 TV clopedia

Clinic 10:05 PTV Gold 10:30

9:25 Khat Farmaish 9:

English Film; Darkwing Duck
10:55 Mast Mast Sanyc 11:00
Khabrain 11:10 Sports Hour
12:05pm Biscop 95/Qasmi
Hahani 12:55 Quran-e-Hakeem
1:02 Bismillah 1:15 Aaj Di
Kahani 1:40 Aaj Di Shaam 2:00
Kinara Ep-63 (Drama Serial)
2:55 Ghost Writer 3:55 Karabar
4:15 Education 5:25 Riazi for
9th 5:55 Zameen Per Zindegi
(Drama Serial) 6:25 Aiou
Courses 7:00 English News I
7:30 English Film - Star Trek
Deep Space Nine 8:20 Hawwa
Ki Naam 9:00 Break for
Headlines News 9:20 Sur
Tasver (Pakistani Film 1947-95)
10:00 Khabarnama &
Commercial News 11:00
Pezwaan 11:35 Home Victime
New Serial) 12:35 Music
asters-Raag Rang 1:00 Khas |
Khas Khabrain _'

9:00 Janmadin 9:05 Geelmala
9:30 Movie Club Film 12:36
Surer Asar 1:00 Dhitang
Dhitang Bole 1:30 Movie Club
Film 3:30 Gee! Sangeet 4:30
Bengali Feature Film §:30
News 7:20 Binodon 7:30
Bangla Sambad 8:00 Shreosh|
(Serial) 8:25 Geet Sangeel
Serial) 9:30 Drama 10:00 t
ance Prog 10:30 l

News/Bengali Sambad 11:_I}IJ
Closed

SONY ET

8:30am Jai Bir Hanuman 9:30
Gaane Jaane Maane 10:00
Dekh Tamasa Dekh 10:30
Buddha 11:00 Ta| Mahal Takita
Dhin 12:00 BSA Star Ki Pasand

12:30 Pehii Mulakat 1:00 Good
Shot 1:30 Pehchan 2:00 Yeh
Sadi Nahi Ho Sakt 2:30 RAVEN
3:30 Gaane Jaane Maane
4:00 O Maria (Serial) 4:30
Nirlep Rasol Show 5:00 Boogie
Woogie 5:30 Cover Story —
Hostel (Serial) 6:00 Jesvan

Rewind: VJ Sophiya on Channel [V] today at 7:00 am

Mirtyu (Serial) 7:00 Bindass Bol
8:00 Cine Classics - Hindi
Feature Film 11:00 The Young
And The Restless 12:00 Ghaav
12:30 Aahaat (Serial) 1:00
Faslee (Serial) 1:30 Surf-Wheel
Of Fourtune 2:00 Premier 2:30
Closed



