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Philosophers have defined
man to be a rational animal
which recognizes both
rationality and animality in
human being, When animality
overrules rationality. human
beirfg inclines to commit
crime and as such, since the
beginning of civilization, the
necessity of a group of people
to prevent crime and to
maintain peace and order was
felt in a society. This group of
people or law enforcing agents
recognized world wide, have
had different nomenclature
since time immemorial, but a
common name has been
adopted in most of the
countries viz.. police.
The para-military Police
Force of the Indian sub-
continent formed by the
British colonists was aimed
at. with few exceptions.
rotecting the British rule.
he political opponents of the
colonial rule were their main
target no matter whatever is
wriften or not written in the
book of law. There was
preference for collection of
revenue keeping law and order
in the second place. In other
words, it was not the people.
but the state which was the
subject of attention for police.
Police Force was organized in
the Indian sub-continent with
the promulgation of Police
Act, 1861. This Act
summarizes the duties of
lice in sections 23 and 31 as
ollows:-
Execution of all orders and
warrant lawfully issued,
collection and commu-
nication of Intelligence.
prevention of offence and
public nuisance. apprehending
offenders and bringing them
o ]’Ehm:r. entrance Intg and
inspectlon of any drinking
shop. gaming house and other
places of loose and disorderly
character. keeping order on
public places. prevention of
obstruction to assemblies on
public roads and in the
neighbourhood places ol
worship etc.
In a democratic society. rule of
law safeguards the interest
and rights of the people. but in
an autocratic set up the picture
is quite different. In
autocracy. all law enlorcing
agencies Including police
virtually become the
collaborators ol the autocratic
ruler or his/her party. Th
are largely identified as "anti-
ople’ elements. Gap widens
wiween people-police rela-
tionship. since the police force
is used as a weapon ol torture.
As a result, police fails to
derive co-operation and
support from the people to
cotnbat erime and help resiore

w aid urv.h'r
e constifution of cvery

country would envisage the

creation of a new social order
through democratic process in
which both the civil servants

and the citizens should play a
meaningful role to accomplish
the developmental goals. An
overview of the adminis-
tration machine in erstwhile
East Pakistan would show
that even alter the departure of
the Britishers it remained in
tact. not only through
manuals of office procedures.
hysical buildings and human
yodies but also established
habits. prejudices, interests
and class barriers. There was
hardly any departure from the
past. and renovations were
few. Bureaucracy. nurtured in
the colonial Ltradition.
continues to exhibit the traits
of impersonality. compulsive
professionalism and pro-
cedural rigidity.
After the emergence of
Bangladesh the situation
started a change. Article 21 ol
Bangladesh Constitution says

that ~It is the duty of every
clilizen o observe the
Constitution and the laws. to

maintain discipline. o
perform public duties and to
protect public property.” In
this respect police. as a
member of law enforcing
agency. performs a unique role
to create an honourable image
of their own. Police is an
associate to and a friend ol the
people. Their responsibility is
not to suppress. but to uphold
public interest, They do not

create causes of concern or
enmity. rather help people. I
everybody is equrally

respectiul to the constitution.
peoples’ relationship with

lice would naturally become
riendly. The police citizen
relationship depends upon the
nature ol the political system.
whiich the rulers of the country
prefer to practice in relation o
the bulk of the citizenry. The
operating socio-cultural
norms tend to condition the
bureaucratic ethos of the
admini='rative sliructures
Mutual respect. co-operation
and understanding between
the poulice and the citizen lornmn
an Ideal relationship.

In recent times. the res-
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ponsibilities of police have
increased manifold. In our
cuunl?/ police has to perform
roles [rom examination halls
to marriage ceremonies and
religious festivals. Police force
Is the vanguard of a sovereign
democratic society. But police
alone can not do anythlnf, to
ensure rule of law unless
people from all strata of the
society play their own part in
this arena. In the ultimate
analysis. the basis of
authority of the police in a
democratic country is the
public trust. The maintenance
of public order and peace Is
fundamental but it is only
with the sanction of support
from the people that the police
can successfully maintain
order to enable the achieve-
ment of targets of all
development programs.
However. police is not solely
responsible lor fv::r:.rlhin%
required since comimission o
crime to the end of their trials.
In this respect the Criminal
Procedure Code. 1898 vide
section 44 has given certain
s duties to the people.
“Every person™ aware of the
commission of. or of the
intention of any other person
to commit any offence
unishable under any of the
ollowing sections of the Penal
Code namely. 121, 121A, 122,
123. 124. 124A. 125, 126. 130.
143. 144. 145. 147. 148, 304,
303, 304, 382, 392, 393. 394.
395. 396. 397, 398. 399. 402,
435. 436. 449. 450. 456, 457.
458, 459 and 460. shall in the
absénte of réasenable exease.
forthwith give information to
the nearest/ Magistrate or
lice officer.
e above legal provision has

involved people with the
criminal administration. But
this probably did not reflect

the good Intention ol the
rulers. because the colonial
law makers identified royal
safety as the underlying
objective.

As the chiefl law enforcing
agency. police has to shoulder
the responsibility of main-
tenance of internal peace.

They en tﬁ: themselves to
life and Empcrty

safegu
of the people through
establishment of the rule of
law and maintenance of order.
Overall security of the people
is disrupted in the society
anti-social activities like
theft. dacoity. robbery.
murder, chcﬂthg. kidnapping,.
extortion ete. contro l;:::gl
these crimes in the social
national arena. police can not
only safeguard the life and
property of the people, they
can_ also enhance the
momentum of economic
rowth. A society with rulc of
w. proper order and security
of life and rty can ofler a
better environment for easy
and stable capital investinent.
People naturally tend to be
active in earning. saving and
thereby forming capital and
investing it. This also atiracts
foreign investment which can
have a very laudable role in
increasing productivity of

GDP. Investment creates
employment opportunities
and en es growth rate and

accelerates economic develop-
ment,

In addition) Jtg i abriad 1) (The l iny

functions like prevention and -

detectiol of crime. the gpodern
society also entrusts innu-

merable direct and indirect

S Eeeferem Waa $fwe | preT FrerEarY e sy
W emg! sffer wRTR AW onfawm e fwrs aferane
e

Mot wiara fAfse saree wr S s aeEs | wETwE
wfuferes B wwa Wl gwraE W 93 NS
NI AT (TS AT I3 ST Y e

WTAWE SAE MATAFS] AT | B

sffer= F1fEdr wyfremrar | «=f won

@ FATE (58 IAE
sffer 21fE oot

¢ wfen @y e wefagrd T owers | e AT ve @
ofere AR @fe wmITe wEEE, wPE AR firm Affre
ats8 ww wyfaz dffee e e ofm, oo adtafos
ez sferd WA ez rfeds THMS fAuw 3fa | o e

wifea srars offer

&S e WIS WA TR

 wWrETEZ e Mfae Trme wraraw @3 Afeg Wi
wieTH RereTee OTA 1 A WY FINTT WY WA @

™ W WS |

offoret FQTTER A HE e 6 oo AT TS wgofS

FTa+ &7 |

afrgm v, v Tow

o
T8 Wy

LGSR AN HASTR

ge24d v *eea e

= W"‘!;':'..” i " .-II—
el R
'.'_:. A e 4
al

39 R 330, T B YN o e 3 AT ) e e

social and economic respon-
sibilities to police. Favourable
law and order situation is a
pre-condition ol economic
development. This is also a
pre-requisite of a normal
social life. Successful police
activities have their role in
promoting international
relations as well. By curbing
international terrorism. d-ug
smuggling and other crimes
having transnational chara-
cters with the help of
“Interpol®, police can help
establishunent of friendly and
cordial international rela-

tions.

For every obvious reason,
expectation of the general
mass to police Is very high.
People want to see police as
somebody with charismatic
ability to solve all the
problems. This may be termed
as police myth. But in reality,
the limitations and helple-
ssness of police is unknown to
many.

In Bangladesh context,
attention may be drawn to two
institutions with organized
manpower which are
educational institutions and
industries. Police does not
have any direct responsibility
for the causes disrupting law
and order in the educational
institutions. We do not find
expected ecagerness of the
authorities to see whether the
rules and regulations {ramed
for internal discipline are
properly implemented. For
obvious reason. it may be
inentioned that the process of
maintaining law and order
elsewhere is neither possible
nor desirable in the campus.

teena . and their sense of
solidarity are well recognized
characteristic ol the student
community, Inter and intra
student group conilicts which
sometimes turn into violent
clashes entailing loss of lives
and limbs. These pose a
persistent and rontinuous
threat to public peace and
tranquillity. The police have
to bear the brunt of it without
being in a position to remove
the causes of the trouble.
Whenever the police are called
upon to deal with law and
order situations lollowing
indiscipline by the students.
there are scathing criticism ol
olice cxeesses. It certainly
elps lo develop an unsy-
mpathetic attitude in the
minds ol the teenagers/
students towards the police,
Under the circumstances. it is
felt that the diminishing
social control should be
reestablished and at the same
time concerned authorities
should strictly implement the
rules for internal discipline.
Again. in the industries and
transport sector, police is not
directly involved with the
reason causing disruption to
law and order. But in reality.
police frequently has to lace
these problems. inspite of the
fact that there are independent
regulatory bodies for dealing
with licence of the vehicles as
well as of the drivers. litness
etc.. our people hold police

responsible for all the
problems relating to
transpnrt i t?E‘EEI.'I_lSE ﬂ“(‘f“ "iﬁ

a]wam visible. Almost
cve ly recommends strict
implementation ol traflic
rules. but police encounter
various ifficulties in
implementations ol these
rules most of which beyond
the control of police but their
ublicity is unfortunately very
imited. Such situation can
hardly contribute to creation
of a favourable police hinage.
Police Is also not responsible
for the causes of industrial
unrest. Infact when the
workers come Lo street to
realize their constitutionally
accepted demands for wage
increase and other facilities,
police has to come in the scene
to resist it. Besides. police has
to help implement many
unpopular laws which some
times distort police image.
For building a favourable
I'mlir.r image. we have to
ntroduce proactive policing
instead ol reactive policing.
The age old systemn of taking
action aller occunence shoule
be discouraged. Preventive
action will have 1o be
preferred by organizational
co-operalion and support (o
the society or group so thail
they can render necessary
service o control crime.
As mentioned earlier. police is
one of the many organizations
involved in ceriminal justice
system., Lod in‘g 2 7 |
investigation o crimes,
arresting and submission of
chargesheet to the court are
urler the jurisdiction of
police. Police conduct cases in
the lower courts, bul the cases
in higher courts are conducted
by P.P. or G.P. Police does not

See page 3
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