JUICE
JAM

PICKLE
KETCHUP \

SHERBET *

- ——_

=

VOL. VI NO. 341

— Inside Today

Article

1996: A Better
Year for

Bangladesh

Column : Beneath the
Surtace
by Abdul Bayes
Page 4

Star Literature

Song of freedom: An
end to revisionist his-
tory?; French literature
on the internet; Our
Lady's Cathedral; and
Rickshaw— the king
of the road
Pages 6 & 7

International

US presses Israel, PLO
to complete deal on
Hebron

Peru president removes
top captive officials
from post
Page 5

Business

Stock market
recovering
Page 8

Supplement

Today's issue of The Liily
Stur contains one-page
supplement on Police

Week 97
Page 9

Sit- in at Kamlapur
.

link road today

Local people, adjacent to the
Kamlapur railway station, will
enforce a two-hour sit-in from 8
am at the link road today. The
people under the banner ol
"Mugdah-Kamlapur Link Road
Stopping Resistance Commil-

tee” announced the programrhe
on Thursday, reports UNB.

Indian salt,
seized

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 3: Police
seized 107 sacks of Indian salt
and sugar from a godown at
Jamtoil in Kamarkhand thana
on Thursday night and arrested
two people in Lthis connection.
Acting on a tip-off, police con-
ducted a special raid and seized
82 bags ol salt and 25 bags of
sugar from the godown. The ar-
rested are: Nuruzzaman of Mo-
menpur village in Belkuchi
thana and Abdul Khaleq of
Sadanandapur village in Sadar
thana, reports [UNB.

New KMP commissioner

takes over

KHULNA, Jan 3: Kazi Nazrul
has joined as new commis-
sioner of Khulna Metropolitan
Police (KMP) with effect from
today. He took over charge from
Mohammad Fazlul Hug who
has been transferred to police
headquarters in Dhaka as DIG.

19 injured in
sl s

SIRAJGAN.]). Jan 3: At least
19 ple were injured in a
clash in Rahmatganj area of the
town today, reports UNB.

The clash between dwellers
of Khan Para and Khalifa Para
EI'I.IY[ECI at about 4 pm over as-
saulting a veterinary doctor.

Police lobbed several tear
ga; shells to bring situation un-

control. They also picked up
eight trouble makers from the

Of the injured. six were ad-
mitted to Sirajganj General
Hospital.

MYMENSINGH, Jan 3: A
leopard was killed after it
clawed and bit three men at a
village in Haluaghat thana of
the district today. Witnesses
said the wild snimal attacked
one Moslemuddin near a mas-
tered field of Dopa Gochandia
village. Two other villagers,
Halim and Abdul Kashem. fell
victims as they tried to resist
the leopard. The 7.5 feetl long
leopard was later shot dead. Its
body was brought to Halauaghat
thana. reports LN

Police yesierday seized 1025
bottles of phensidyl from a pri-
vate car near Gabtoli of the city
a DMF press release said last
night. According to the reiease
police force in Gabtoli camp on
a tip-ofl stopped the car and
seized the botties with phen
sidyl. Two persons were ar
rested in this connection and
the car was also seized
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1500 Indonesians in two batches sent back

Malaysia starts mass deportation

of illegal foreign workers

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 3: The
mass deportation of illegal
inmigrants from Malaysia be-
gan today. just ahead of a na-
tionwide sweep to arresl one
million ol them, report AP.
AFP,

Officials loaded 1.205
Indonesian illegals and another
252 Indonesians who had
completed jail terms on board
an Indonesian navy ship which
will take four days go from
Pasir Gudang, 300 kilometers
south ol Kuala Lumpur. lo
Surabaya in Easl Java.

Another 40 had left on a
ferry for a 40-mminute journey 1o
be Indonesian isiland of Batam.
near Singapore.

A five-month amnesty to
allow the | million job-seeking
migrants to surrender and ar-
range work permits expired on
Dec 31.

Immigration officer Aseh
Che Mat said 3,000 police, im-
migration and army personnel
would now search door-to-door
o arrest others for expulsion.

The first 1.205 were arrested
some time ago and held in six
detention camps and two pris-
Onls.

Home Ministry Secretary
General Samsuddin Osman
turned them over to Indonesian
Ambassador Mohd Jacob Dasto
at the port. Samsuddin said
another 12,000 Indonesians.
Bangladeshis, Burmese,
Indians and others were already
detained.

Dasto said other human
shipments would follow if the
[irst was successful.

"The crackdown is expected
to start within a week or two."
sald Mohamed Sabri Zainal,
Public Relations Officer with
the Immigration Department.

The department is process-
ing “a few thousands of applica-
tions' from employers who
submitted applications Monday
to legalise their workers.

"We need about two weeks to
Ijrncess their applications be-
ore we can launch the crack-
Sabri oul.

down," pointed

Successiul applicants will be is-
sued documents hy the
Immigration Department, he
said.

"The deportation is neces-
sary to clear the camps of the
legalise before we can start the

mation-wide crackdown,' a

Malaysian government official
said.

Witnesses said the deporta-
tion was orderly and calm as
the immigrants carrying plastic
bags containing their be-
longings boarded the Kri
Tanjung Oisina.

An official of the Indonesian
Manpower Department told re-
porters this was the first time
an Indonesian navy vessel was
being used to retrieve illegal
immigrants. Indonesia and
Malaysia were sharing the cost.

Malaysia carlier sent them
across the narrow Straits of
Malacca, to Sumatra in small
groups. using ferries and char-
itered boats.

The 1,457 would be sent to
their homes in Sulewesi.

Saga of a Bangladeshi returnee

By Reaz Ahmad

High cost ol getling pass-
portis, work permils and re-en-
trv visas appeared to be major
obstacles to thousands of
Bangladeshis, reportedly stay-
ing illegally in Malaysia, in
availing an amneslf; offered by
the government of that country.
that expired on December 31.

A Bangladeshi youth. who
returned home on December 18
after months of immense pangs
and agony in Malaysia said this
yvesterday.

He was narrating to this cor-
respondent the condition ol
Bangladeshis who could not
manage a legal status nor could
return home.

Talking on condition of
anonymity. the returnee who
stays in the city's Mirpur area
sald 'unauthorised brokers
dealing in passports, work
permits and, visas tgok control
rey v P girnaivs - thive’
causing iinmenseé sufferings to
illegal stayers willing to return

- et ped e

home.

He alleged that over the last
few months. thousands of Ban-
iladeshi workers in Malaysia
ound themselves in the grip of
brokers whenever they had
gone to Bangladesh High Co-
mmission in Kuala Lumpur for
necessary assistance.

“If one tries tﬂﬁﬂ a passport
issued from the High Commis-
sion there, one has to wait for
weeks. But one who offers bribe
to brokers, gets his passport in-
stantly”, he alleged, adding that
in normal procedure, getting a
passport cost 143 Malaysian
ringgit while the amount rose to
350 ringgit when one tried
through brokers.

The State Minister for For-
eign Affairs had, however, told
The Daily Star earlier that the
High Commission was renew-
ing 200 to 300 passports every
V18 svere be-
ing idsued ‘ot the date il s sup-

See Page 12 Col 4

Deportation of

Bangladeshis

starts any time

v’

Star Report

Bangladeshis who have been
put into the camps for illegal
workers are waiting to be sent
back home by the Malaysian
authorities anytime. according
to Bangladesh High Commis-
sion sources in Malaysia
reached over telephone late lasl
night.

There were 1075 Bangla-
deshis in various camps till
vesterday, said the sources.
There is hardly anv chance lor
them 1y ohfain emplojment or
yellow card since Lhe amnesty

Ser Page 12Col 6

Hasina-John Major official talks

Trade, industry and energy
sectors on top of agenda

Increase of British invest-
ment in trade, industry and en-
ergy sectors in Bangladesh
would figure prominently in of-
ficial talks during the forth-
coming visit of British Prime
Minister John Major, official
sources said.

Major arrives in Dhaka on
Janu 10 on a three-day offi-
cial visit, He will be staying at
the residence of the British
High Commissioner.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will receive the British
Prime Minister at Zia
International Airport when he
arrives by a special flight.
Major would be arriving from
Bangalore, India, on the second
Ie% of a three-nation tour that
will later take him to Pakistan,
the sources added.

The British Prime Minister's
entourage would include some

leading businessmen. He will be

accompanied by Malcolm
Rifkind, Secretary lor Foreign

By M Anwarul Haq

and Commonwealth Affairs.

The visit is being considered
important as it would seek to
strengthen further the existin
bilateral trade and commercia
links between the two coun-
tries.

Besides official talks with
Sheikh Hasina, Major's
itinerary includes visit to BRAC
projects in M nj and ad-
dressing local businesses and
trade leaders.

Official talks between the
two premiers will be held on
January 11. It is learnt that the
talks will focus on boosting
British investment in
Bangladesh, ganiculaﬂy in the
industry an energ_y seclors,
Sources concerned said an

reement on oil exploration is
likely to be signed with Cairn
and Brown and Roots.

Tulks will also be held on
flurther increasing export Lo
Britain. which is the second
largest importer of Bangladeshi

products, Dhaka seills ready-
made garments, jute and fish
products and buys mainly ma-
chinery and chemicals [rom
that country, the sources said.

Dhaka, it is learnt, would
also offer incentives for reloca-
tion of 'sunset industries'.

In recent years, Britain has
emphasised increasing bilat-
eral trade co-operation between
the two countries and the bal-
ance of trade now is in favour of
Bangladesh. ,

Dhaka exported goods valued
at nearly 418 million dollars to
Britain and imported items
worth around 130 million
dollars in 1995-96.

Bangladesh is also the
largest recipient of Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA)
of Britain and get nearly 50
million US dollars annually
lor various development pro-
jects. London has also sel up an
assistance monitoring office in

See Page 12 Col 8

Models on the cat walk at Mehnaz Faisal's Fashion Show at Hotel Sheraton yesterday

evening

— Star photo

Flores, Wesl, East and Central
Java, officials said. They in-
cluded women, al least seven
children and a month-old baby.
Malavsia and Indonesia
agreed last year that Indonesia
would help take back its ille-
gals.
Jakarta has begun a cam-
paign in rural areas to urge peo-
le to arrange to be récruited
egally. .
Malaysian officials said the
overnment will strietly en-
orce new laws to punish em-

- ployers who hire undocumented

migrants.

Employers can be fined up to
$12.000, jailed five years and
caned if convicted. Illegal who
return can be whipped, jailed
for five years and fined $ 4.000.

During the amnesty, 300,000
people at work for 17,000 em-
Flu}r:rﬂ surrendered and were
egalised.

The migrants are from 28
nations, with the majority
from Indonesia. Others come

See Page 12 Col 7

The Baily Star

DHAKA SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1997 SHABAN 23 1417 HIJRI

e

s

A midfield tussle between Dhaka Mohammedan's Arman (L) and an umdentified Friend
Club booter of Nepal during their Bangabandhu Cup match at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday. Mohammedan won 2-0.
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Dhaka not allowing
camps to train

terrorists: Delhi

NEW DELHI. Jan 3: India to-
day said Lhere was some evi-
dence that adesh is not al-
lowing its soil to be used for ter-
rorist activities directed
ﬁ?lnst this country, reports

“There is some evidence that

the situation is ch g." an
official in the prime minister's
office (PMO) said while briefing
newsmen on the two-day visit
of Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda to Bangladesh beginning
on January 6.

The official said the new
BancFladeah government had al-
ready given an assurance (o
India that it will not allow
camps to train terrorists on its
soil to carry out subversive ac-
tivities in_India.

The official said the visit
was purely 'goodwill' in nature
to maintain the momentum of
the dialogue at the highest po-
: L e . -
ing between Gowda “and the

See Page 12 Col 7

Difference over
Tangail transport
strike plan

From Our Correspondent
TANGAIL. Jan 3: The Trans-

port Owner's Association ol

Tangail is firm to go for indeli-
nite transport strike in the dis-
trict from January 5, while the
central leadership of the organ-
isation is opposing il, sources
concerned said.

Following the arrest of Azad
Siddiky, an 'executive member’
of the organisation and brother
of Awami League MPs Latif Sid-
diky and Kader Siddll?v. the as-
sociation had said if the ar-
rested was not r:lcaaetgi Jan-
uary 4, it wor .. gu 10r sirike.

e central leadership of the
Transport Owners Association
according to district officials,
refused to back the strike plan
and sought security from the
administration for plying vehi-
cles. The central leaders. how-

See Page 12 Col 4

Mannan brushes
aside Kader
Siddiky’s claim

Star Report

Awami League presjuiuin
member Abdul Mannan MP has
said steps should be taken at the
party fora to end the tension in
Tangail for the greater interest
of the party and maintenance of
law and order in the district.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday Mannan brushed
aside Kader Siddiky's con-
tention about his (Mannan) al-
leged role in the killing of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and subsequent join-
inE Khandaker Moshtaque's
cabinet

Mannan claimed that he was
the only member of Banga-
bandhu's cabinet who managed
to move out of his official resi-
dence, evading army surveil-
lance after the killing of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

"But, later some armymen
caught me from my hideout.

See Page 12 Col 4

Kesri elected
Cong president

NEW DELHI, Jan 3. The
Congress Party chose Sitaram
Kesri, the son of a poor trader
and a longtime fmn}r func-
tionary. as its lop leader today.
a move that could threaten the
shaky government of Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda. re-
ports AP.

Kesri. 80, was elected head of
the party's delegation in Par-
liament, a post vacated by for-
mer Prime Minister PV Nara-
simha Rao who is facing three
criminal cases connected to
.'||ll.";ﬁﬂ| corruption.

e position made Kesri the
likely candidate for prime min-
ister for India's largest party.

Ll

Crisis artificial, says BFA

An "artificial crisis” ol urea
fertiliser is prevailing in some
north and north-western dis-
iricts of the country due to "ir-
regularities” in release of allot-
ted consignments and sudden
suspension of production in the

PM's directive

Prime . Minister Sheikh
Hasina has directed the offi-
cials concerned to ensure smo-
oth distribution of fertiliser
across the country during the
currenl season, reports UNB.

Presiding over a high-level
meeling at Ganobhaban yester-
day. the Prime Minister told the
oflicials to be vigilant so that
none could create any artiticial
pipins o hindranee In Lthe dis-

See Page 12 Col 6

Many dealers yet to get
allotted fertiliser

By Govinda Shil

Chittagong Urea Fertiliser Ltd
(CUFL), according to sources in
the Bangladesh Fertiliser As-
sociation (BFA).

A group of fertiliser dealers
[rom Faridpur, Pabna. Sat-
khira, Rajbari and Khulna told
The Daily Star at the BFA office
here that they did not vet get the
allotted consignments for
November and December. They
alleged that most of their
Demand Orders (DOs] for
November have not yet been
cleared and that frequent inter-
ference by the local administra-
tion was lengthening the deliv-
ery.

When contacted. a high ofti-
cial ol the Bangladesh Chemi-
cal Industries Corporation (BC-
1) adinitted that an artificial
erisis ol lertiliser was prevai-

See Page 12 Col 2

Project implementation

Major donor agencies and
countries ure unhappy over
Bangladesh's poor performance
in project preparation and im-
siementation, and have asked
h:tr improving the situation to
channel more [unds, reports
UNB.

Officials said the donors, in-
cluding the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank and Japan,
are annoyed to find that the
works never start immediately
after signing of loan and project
agreements.

The donors reportedly said

One shot dead
in N’ gan]

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 3: A
young man was shot dead and
two others were wounded in a
gun attack in Shalperchar area
under Bandar thana here this
maorning.

The dead was identified as
Ashraful Alam, 30, a rickshaw
manutacturer. He along with
two other pedestrians were
wounded when an armed group
of about ten people lired on him

See Page 12 Col 4

Major donors unhappy

that the officials had always
taken 'unnecessarily’ long Liue
in processing tender docurents
and preparing the project.

But a senior oflicial at ERD
(Economic Relations Division)
said the government has too
little involvement in project
preparation because in most
cases the consultants are doing
this job.

The government has to sign
agreements without any home
work and even the negotiations
are not carried out properly, he
said.

The recent World Bank's
Country Portfolio Performance
Review [CPPR) meeting said the
poor performance of Bangla-
(lesh portfolio is largely due to
some cross-cutting generic
problems which negatively
impact the smooth operation ol
the government machinery.

While most ministerial and
project stafl do and can. if they
wish, address specific project
issues, they often express the
inability to resolve the generic
problems, which are "beyond
ministerial competence.”

A WB report said though the
governmeni! set up special pro-
ject preparation task forces

See Page 12 col 5

The situation in the coun
try's capital market is hmprov
ing gradually as the investlors
are regaining their confidence
and making positive response
in buying shares and deben
tures

According to markel opera
tors and share traders, share
prices have started going up
again with an increasing buy-
ing pressure on the Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE) lloor.

Relaxation of circuit
breaker, government initiative
to reform the Securities and
Exchange Commission and

BCL founding
anniversary
today

The 49th tounding anniver-
sary ol Bangladesh Chhatra
League will be observed today.
reports LINB.

Pro-Awami League Chhatra
League (S-P) and pro-JSD
Chhatra League (K-C) have
taken elaborate programmes
separately to mark the day.

The programmes of BCL (S
P) include a colourful rally in
front of Aporajeya Bangla at 10
am today. It will also arrange a

See Page 12 Col |

Investors start buying
shares, debentures

By Rafiq Hasan

formation of some commitiees
to look into the alleged manipu-
lation by some brokers and
monitoring of the day to da
transaction helped bring bac
confidence among the in-
vestors, they said.

"Although full enthusiasm is
yvet to return in the market. the
situation has improved a lot."
Imtiyaz Hussain. Chairman of
the DSE told this correspon-
dent

He attributed the recent
sluggish situation in the share
maﬁ;el to imposition of circuit
breaker and said the market
could not overcome the situa-
tion because of controls.”

"‘Ups and downs in share
market are normal. But the
market plunged into deep crisis
due to some policy decisions ol
the government", he said.

Some members of the DSE,
when contacted, said they are
hoping that the market will
continue to rise in the days
ahead.

"Now the investors will be
able to recover their invested
money which was stuck u
during the recent massive lall
and stalemate in the market."
one DSE member said.

"After relaxation of the cir-
cuit breaker to 10 per cent from
5 per cent, the investors are

See Page 12 Col 3
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M SC beat Friends,
Ujung Pandang
hold Barg Shiraj

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Mohammedan Spor-
ting Club got off to a flying start
in the Bangabandhu Cup Invita-
tional Football Tournament
last night handing Friends Club
ol Nepal a 0-2 defeal in their
Group B opener at the flood-lit
Dhaka Stadium.

In an one-sided affair, cap-
tain Jewel Rana put the black
and whites ahead in the 13th
minute. converting a penalty
while Nigerian striker Zide
doubled the margin six minutes
later.

Earlier in day's first match
hetween Barg Shiraj Football
Club of Iran and PMS Football
Club (Ujung Pandang] ol
Indonesia ended in a 1-1 draw,

Inn a see-saw encounter.
striker Izak C Fatari drew the
first bload for the Indonesians
inn the 24th minute while mid-
fielder Mohsan levelled the
margin for the lraniahs in the
56th minule.

In today's lone malch.
Cosmos Club ol Moscow will
take on Malaysia Red in a

Group D engagement al the

Dhaka Stadium at 4 pm.

PCJSS denies
involvement in
Subinoy murder

CHITTAGONG, Jan 3 FPar-
batva Chattagram Jano Sang-
hati Samiti (PCJ535), an apex
body of the so-called San-
tibahini denied its involvement
in the assassination of leading
tribal human rights activist
Subinoy Chakma. reports BSS.

The denial was conveyed in a
press release despalched 1o
Khagrachhari Press Club yes-
terday by PCJSS through its li-
aison committee convenor
Hangsadhaja Chakma.

The press release signed by
Jagadish Chakma. chief of pub-
lic relation.

Wing of PCJSS, said that the

See Page 12 col 5

Major reforms in
Saudi political
system soon

RIYADH, Jan 3: King Fahd ol
Saudi Arabia said in an inter
view published Thursday that
he was on the verge of introduc-
ing major reforms into the
country's political system, re-
ports AFP

"All systems need to be im-
proved, we're at the point of el-
tecting an overall reform.” the
King told the Saudi newspaper
Al Okaz. which asked him o
evaluate the progress of relorms
that he began in 1992

The monarch added that his
cabinet was going to "consull
experts so that they can con-
tribute to the improvements to
be introduced.” but he did not
indicate which government
agencies would be affected by

See Page 12 col 5

Gandhi not father
of the nation:
Bal Thackeray

BOMBAY. Jan 3. India's
most controversial militant
Hindu leader today said Mahat
ma Gandhi could not be called
the "Father of the Nation™ but
denied he was insulting the
freecdlom campaigner, reports
AFP

Bal Thackeray, whose Shiv
Sena party heads a Hindu al-
liance running the stale ol
Maharashtra., said Gandhi
whose philosophy ol non-vio-
lence helped end British rule,
should be called at best "an out
standing son ol India.”

Thackeray argued Gandhi
cannot be seen as the tather ol a
nation dating back 5,000 years.

He also said his recent re
marks. that Gandhi's sexual
abstinence had been a sham
since he had been accompanied
everywhere by two young girls
just before his death, had been
misinterpreted.



