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NIMAL rights protesi
animal testing of cosm-
etics as much as they

A

protect captivated animals
irom cruelty. The basic criteria
of animal rights is that

animals be treated with respect
as an individual with inherent
value

At present most of us fail to
reward animals with rightful
respect. But when we kill such
animals for the purpose of tak-
ing revenge or harming another
one of our own species, we vio-
late animal rights. Such viola-
tion has already occured in the
Mirpur zoo. three tigers and an
endangered wild cat has been
poisoned to death.

On the 9th of November of
liger died at the Mirpur zoo,
presumably of brain-haemor-
rhage. On the llith it followed
that two more tigers died at the
the first of old age, after
spending 20 years in the cage,
the second. suspected. by poi-

S

Initially, it was declared
that the death of the
tigers was mysterious.
Even the day before
death, the figers were
found to be normal in
behaviour. Later it was
seen that all the tigers
carried extensive injury
marks on their necks,
chests, elbows and ab-
domen. The autopsy
carried out by the Central
Disease Investigation
lLaboratory found no
trace of poisoning. But
nearly ten days later it
was confirmed from the
viscera and blood re-
port, by the Government
Chemical Testing Labo-
ratory .af Mohakhali, that
they died of poisoning.

soning. Before this there used to
be a total of 20 tigers at Mirpur
z0oo-10 male. 6 female and 4
cubs.

Initially. it was declared
that the death of the tigers was
mysterious. Even the day before
death, the tigers were found to
be normal in behaviour. Later it
was seen that all the tigers car-
ried extensive injury marks on
their necks, chests, elbows and
abdomen. The autopsy carried
out by the Central Disease In-
vestigation Laboratory found
na trace of poisoning. But
nearly ten days later it was
confirmed from the viscera and
blood report, by the Govern-
ment Chemical Testing Labora-
tory at Mehakhali, that they
died of poisoning.

The doctors came to this de-
cision after injecting white
mice with pulled stomach con-
tents of the tigers. When the

Tigers
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laboratory prepared specimen
of the contents was applied,
nothing happened. Bul on ap-
plying the contents from the
viscera of the tigers, the mice
were found dead.

However, other signs at the
zoo pointed to the same method
of death. Two more tigers fell
sick at the zoo shortly after the
death of the three tigers. When
they were treated with the anti-
dote Aetropin Sulphate, they
regained normal conditions.
This gave rise to the thought

that these tigers were poisoned

as well.
Unfortunately, the sad tale

of losing cats did not end there.
On the 13th, two days after the
second incident, a tiger cub died
of overeating, followed by the
death of a nearly extinct jungle
cat. on the IBth.‘;fiﬁe to sus-

ted poisoning. en an au-
F:l;sy '.ch;la carried out, the
doubts were confirmed as the
jungle cat was found to have

died of poisoning.

Severe examples of negli-
gency and effortlessness could
be gathered about the zoo ofli-
cials and staffs concerning this
incident. Acco to the rules
and regulations, the cow bought
for the ti should be checked
I:uIv an oflicer in charge before
slaughtered. This 'usual proce-
dure’ does not usually take place
and the cows bought, produce
low quality meat., Theft occurs
during the process of slicing
meat only to save some for per-
sonal beneficiary and present
the tigers with a mixture of
meat only to save some for per-
sonal beneficiary. While facing
some journalists, the curator of
the Mirpur zoo attempted to de-
fend ‘'alligations of providin
insufficient food'. althoug
there is no other logical reason
behind the malnutrition of
Zo0's carnivorous species. Ear-

lier, when the curalor was
asked if the incident about the
death of tigers was reported to
the police, he answered that it
was not part of their routine to

do that
In 1994 a 1.3 million Tk
weorth x-ray machine was

bought on the F'—lfli'ﬂﬁf' of treat-
ing animals ol Mirpur zoo. Al
the same time 0.1 million Tk.
worth x-ray films had been
bought. After nearly three years
the machine has been found to-
tally unused, because there did
not seem to be any trained
technitian to have used it. And
the films have, by now, disap-
peared. This leads one to think
that the zoo has turned into a
playground of exploration.

The five membered probe
body, constructed to analyse the
situation. suspected that the in
cident was the product of a sab-
otage. But searching for rea-
sons, one would find quite a
few. At the beginning it was
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matter contained internal con

flict among those. The surgeon
on duty at the Mirpur zoo, on
the 11th, directly denied the
death of the two tigers and at
the attempt of avoiding the
journalists fled away almost at
once. The zoo officials had been
upset about the reporters that

had been gathering informa-
tion from the zoo staff. Some
oulsiders. terrorists. threatened
to transfer and kill one of the
employees for leaking infor

mation

After the case had been
handed over to the detective po-
lice. nine zoo staff members
were arrested, including animal
caretakers, guards and security
olficers.

The teams of detectives
got to learn that after the pre-
sent curator had decided to
transfer a number of old stafl
the conspiracy started. When
the recently posted animal
doctor began his work at the
zoo, much of the conspirin
team's plans had been exposed.
Their plans included harming
some other endangered and
monkey species.

The detectives also found out
that the doctor conducting the
autopsy of the tigers received a
threat if he repeated the case of
poisoning. But on 28th Novem-
ber., Alec Mia (one ol the nine
persons arrested) confessed
about their plans to poison the
tigers and the fact that a newly
posted officer was making the

thought that tender was the rea-
son behind poiso . By show-
ing that at the death of the three
ligers there was a ‘crisis’ of Ben-
gal Tigers, the other officers
probably had it in their minds
to get hold of a big amount of
money. There is clear evidence
that shuw;ling the Eixt"usf‘ of buy-
ing an en ered species, one
nfgwhit:h dfgcllg few yﬂgf; back, a
huge amount of money was
taken by some zoo officials.

By now it has been known
that among the 3rd and 4th
class employees there has been
a certain quarrel that might
have resulted in poisoning the
tigers. It is believed now that
the killings were to remove an
officer in charge because he was
making the work of the meat
supplier difficult.

The fact that a certain need
of secrecy was expecled by some
zoo officials is proof that the

food supplying for tigers diffi-
cult. He also mentioned about
an internal conflict between
two groups of staff related to il-
legal incomes.

So far all investigations
have been successful. But it is
yet to be decided who exactly are
to be blamed for the deaths of
the precious three tigers and the
jungle cat. After that the 'dis-
posal’ of the guilty personnel is
to be done. With fair trial and
the co-operation of others it all
can be worked out. But the ca-
sualties still remain, four tigers
and one jungle cat have been
lost for good.

It is upto us to see that the
whole procedure is maintained,
for we%r ladeshis are taught,
and we believe that the Bengal
Tiger is our pride. On behalf of
the tigers, only we are left to
fight for their rights and that of
the entire animal kingdom:.
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Animals™ Minds: Reconsider Captivation

by Mansureen Al Nur

NIMALS are born in
A the wild, and live thei:

lives in Ireedom: yea-
rs of captivity. only makes
them lose their behavioural
characleristics. Ol course, a
country should have zoos, but
not at the cost of "neutralized’
animals. Keeping animals all
caged up is not part ol providing
sanctuary. which zoos are
supposed to do.

Studying animal psychol-
ogy, it has been seen Lhal cap-
tivity not only reduces ferocity
and domesticate them, but
brings aboul behavioural
changes that influence its oft-
springs in the negative way.
However. their wild cousins in-
herit the usual characteristics
from their own parents.

Few years back on making
an episode ol Horizon., a criti
cally acclaimed BBC documen
try. this fact was brought out
Some scientists had been col-
lecting genetic materials of en-
dangered and nearly extinct
species to preserve them for
cloning when the rightful tech-
nology is invented. Initially.
they were collecting samples
from captivated animals. But
later it came out that caged
animals had fully domesticated

rituals. while those in wild con
tained their original properties.

The left photo
shows three cubs
with no mother
while the right one
shows a frightened
'wild' cat. These are
simple portrayals of
our Dhaka Zoo. If
preservation

means prserving
animals with their
natural charactris-
tics, then is our zoo
indeed an  ideadl

sanctuary? Photo:]

Star File

On observing a pair of com
municating tamarins. one
caged and one out in the wild, it
was observed that they had se-
vere difficulty in expressing
each other's views, When their
speech was ted into a computer,
it showed two dilferent [re-
quency levels. This shows that
the caged tamarin developed a
different language. This is like
a man made mutation for
which cages are to be blamed.

Animals in the wild live
their lives struggling against
the hazardous side ol nature,
develop prey-predator relation-
ships and techniques to feed
themselves. Caged animals are
abandoned from exercising
these instinctive activities, and
therefore cannot survive if they
are set free in the wild. As the
idiosyncratic become totally
different from their wild
cousins, the caged animals find
if more likely to respond to
humans other than their own
species of the wild.

Animals have rights. like
humans. In wild, animals roam
around in huge areas called ler-
ritories. The Mirpur zoo does
not provide such a luxury for
the animals, instead cage them
up. The cages do not provide

much space and take away their
rights to move about ]rl'f't‘ljf.
Animals, though not superior
to humans. need more space
than humans do. In the zoo, not
only are we snatching their
freedom away. but are making
their lives miserable. This
makes an impact on the average
lifetime of the animals.
though they could not have
survived longer in wild, their
average life span is cut short by
frustration of captivity.

Many zoos, like the London
zoo itsell, overcame this prob-
lem of caging animals by intro-
ducing a zoo-systemn resembli
safaries. They created natur
habitat-like-environments for
the animals. all of them includ-
ing hippopotamuses, elephants,
lions, mountain-goats and
primates. Beside overcoming
the frustration behind captiv-
ity. they did not lose their natu-
ral characteristics.

Of course, Bangladesh can-
not afford to put up such zoos.
But the cages can be made larger
and building-like structures
can be replaced by enclosed

asslands. However, such roof-
ess cages cannot be suitable for
monkeys, birds and climbing
creatures. For these, spacious

cages can be provided. Living in
an environment in which t
will not feel crowded is their
right, and this is the least we
could give them if only we think
about the sacrifices these ani-
mals make

Joy Adamson, a believer in
animal rights, went to Africa in
the 1950s. with her husband
who was working in Africa at
that time. There, her husband
shot a man-devouring lioness.
She got to adopt Elsa, one of the
three cubs rescued. Later, when
Joy had no choice but to leave
Alrica, she refused to give up
Elsa to a zoo. Joy believed Elsa
was by birth free, born free, and
putting it in mere captivity
would mean taki its t
away. After days of forceful
adaptation to the wild, Elsa was
finally released, had she not
been conditioned to the wild,
she would have perished.

Animals born in zoos are
very much like the uncondi-
tioned Elsa and would not sur-
vive in the wild if set free. That
is why the animals should be

rovided with their natural

abitats in a restricted fashion.
This will make them stay
healthy and preserve their
"virtues” and not to forget their
"animal instinct”,

TAG Announcement

This is to inform you that
The Teenage Awareness
Group has decided to

extend the deadline for

rsubmitting the essay on

the topic, "71: what I
know about it!", to
January 15, 1996. This
extension, we believe, will
provide an opportunity to
the teenagers who were
enthusiastic about the
program but were unable
to send their essays due to

time constraints.

=

Trapped

by Usaila Alam

USTOMS have come do-

wn through generations,

and has developed so
that the society can retain it's
cultural heritage through the
passage of time. But it is rather
unfortunate that holding on to
customs in our country have
only resulted in injustice and
the majority of the sufferers
have been women.

Women have always help-
Iess?' endured all the cruelties
of life. Discrimination at home
and at work, humiliation of be-
ing a "spinster’, a "divorcee" or a
single mother." Then there are
also those who are trap[ped in
marriages from where if they
should dare to come out, there is
a society waiting for them who
will blame them for the sins
they haven't committed. The

uestion remains, where will
they go? So they seal their
mouths, discard their identity
and go on with life because
there is no other way.

The untold tales of women
are almost endless. E me a
woman speaks out there are a
few sympathetic sighs, a frown
or two and then things become
normal again. But this is
hardly the right way to deal
with difficulties. A woman has
to realize that life doesn't end
with the death of a husband, her
desires should not necessarily
be over with the e of time
and she shouldn't be left alone
in her nest when her chicks
have flown away. She should

learn to wake up to the calls of

her heart irrespective of what
the society says. A women
should learn to say "no” when
the social community com
her to say "yes". She should
learn to defy the world and say
‘I dare to" when the world ex-
pects her to say "l cannot.”

It is hard to fight against the
constricted rules of a society
that is absolutely adamant to
hold on to its customs.

Che (Dilliopaire Ne)ct Door

O you pgot that Dbig
motion and raise.
ou're thinking about
buying a luxury car. You need to
sharpen your wardrobe with
some snazzy new suits. Maybe
it's time to move into a bigger
house, reports AP.
There's somethin
should do, says
Stanley. STOP! -
Stanley, who has become a
millionaire by studying the
habits of millionaires, says the
key to being rich is holding
onto the money. And that
means consumption takes a
back seat to doggedly cultivat-
ing financial security and inde-
pendence.
' "The real problem for people
that make good or moderate or
high incomes that don't accu-
mulate wealth is they spend
money on things that have ab-
solutely no value.” he said.

Stanley said the public im-
age of high-living, ultra-rich
nmﬁuln distorts the truth about
millionaires. The typical US
millionaire — there are an es-
timated 3.5 million of them —
has a net worth of dirs 3.7 mil-
lion, probably owns a small
business and ﬂnﬂﬂn'tf show
many outward si of bein
rich.yhe said. . ¢

*The fact is, vou don't have to
wear a dirs 5, watch, you
don't have to have an ve
car," Stanley said. :

What's the point of being
rich, then?

"It's not to be a miser. It's to
say to yourself, ‘1 do not have to

on somebody else for 15 or
ﬁarem for my livelihood," he
. "People say it's dull. You
know what's dull? Dull is wak-

ing Ltﬁ:ach moming and worry-
J

else you
omas J.

t you might lose your

Stanley has profiled the
ical millionaire in a series
books almed at businesses

by Marc Rice
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| Stanley and Williom

that seek to identify and attract
well-heeled clients.

Bul his new book, "The Mil-
lionaire Next Door,” written
with researcher William D
Danko of Albany, New York, is
directed instead at individuals
and families who want to be-
come rich.

The major peint of the book,
gublished this month by Long

treet Press, is summed up in
one of its chapter titles : "Frugal
Frugal Frugal." nik
nn% that chapter's find-
ings : After MasterCard and
Visa, which also are the most
popular credit cards with the
ﬁcncral public, the most widely
eld card among wealth
households is the Sears card.
About twice as many million-
aires have a Sears card as a

naire Next Door" by Thomas J
D) Danko, — AP

Neiman Marcus card, according
to Stanley.

Further, the most popular
car brand among millionaires
is Ford, the authors found.

"For every luxury car buyer
that's a millionaire, there are
six that are not millionaires.”
Stanley said. "So it's the higher-
income, low-net-worth person
that's driving a luxury car.”

Stanley recalled one mil-
lionaire to whom friends

lanned to %iv: a Rolls Royce
or his 65th Birthday. The man
found out and put a stop to it.

"He said, 'It's totally incom-

atible with my lifestyle." What
Ee was saying was : If you have
the car, you've got to change the
house. You change the house ...
you've got to have a rug that's
compatible with it, you've got to

have the flumiture.”
The authors also asked mil-
lionaires the highest price they

ever paid for a suit. More than
half said they'd neyer spent
more than dirs 399. .

A large portion of the book is
devoted to what the aythors call
"economic outpatient care," the
showering of linancial gifts on
the children of wealthy parents.

That's a trap many otherwise
prudent millionaires fall into,
Stanley said. For example,
according to the authors, 43

ercent of millionaires who

ave grandchildren pay for all
or part ol their private school
tuition.

But the authors' research
found the recipients of "eco-
nomic outpatient care" end up
less affluent than the givers.
though they may achieve pro-
fessional success. The self-re-
straint that allowed the parents
to attain wealth disappears
from the children, Stanley said.

“The more 'outpatient care
that you give to adul: children,
the more they spenc . he said.
"We asked a lot of mi'lionaires,
how did you raise s ich great
kids? They said. 'We aever told
them we were wealth* ."

Stanley, who start :d his ca-
reer as a dirs 20,000-a-year as-
sistant professor, has taken his
research to heart. We: Ithy him-
self, Stanley favors flannel
shirts and well-worn loafers.
He lives in a handsome, though
not opulent, two-story house in
suburban Atlanta with a 1993

Camaro and 1994 Ford Ex-
plorer in the garage.
"It's discipline and hard

work and focus.” he said. 'It's
just I like losing weight or exer-
cising. A lot of people know
they should do it. They have a
room filled with exercise
equipment. But they never do it
themselves."

Board Games

From Monopoly to Trivial Pursuit

INCE the launch in 1935

of the world's all-time

best-selling board game.
Monopoly, only a handful of
titles have proved strong
enough to become part of the
industry's "golden eternals”.

Now the big names-Rick,
Cluedo and Scrabble — have
been joined by Trivial Pursuit.
which is bidding to re-write the
industry's record books.

Since its low-key launch in
1980, the game has sold 70 mil-
lion sets worldwide. That is
still far f[rom Monopoly's
record of 160 million worldwide
sales, but the former's figures
have been achieved in only a
fraction of the time Monopoly
has been on the market.

Trivial Pursuit's inventors
are two Canadian journalists,
Chris Haney and Scott Abbot,
who now earn rock-star royal-
Lies.

The formula is a remarkably
unremarkable concept: a mod-
erately-difficult general-
knowledge quiz based on six
topics: sport, politics, litera-
ture, hislml'ry. science and enter-
tainment. The person who an-
swers the most questions accu-
rately and more quickly than
other players wins the game.

The key ingredient is the ob-
scurity, the humour or the ofl-
beat nature of the questions.
such as "What did Marilyn
Monroe wear in bed?” The an-
swer: "Nothing."

Each country has its own
specially-tailored set of ques-
tions, designed to appeal to lo-
cal knowledge and avoid of-
fending religious sensibilities.

The other recognition of re-
gional taste is in the name of
the box. In France, for example,

by Peter Hayes

the name Trivial Pursuil was
*considered too obscure and the
game was launched a Remu-

Meninges (Confusion).

The game originated in 1980,
when Haney, picture editor on
The Gazette newspaper in Mon-
treal. and Canadian Press
sports writer Abbot enjoyed
nothing more than an evening
E{a}dng the word-game Scrab-

e

After a while, the games
disintegrated into light-hearted
cheating with valuable letters
regularly disappearing into
players' pockets.

As a result, the central
Scrabble set had to be replaced
six times. prompting Abbot to
remark: “I wish I had the
Scrabble copyright royalties.”

Inspired by*that off-hand
conunent, Haney and Abbot set
about inventing their own
game. They clainm it took them
only 45 minutes. !

%ncuuraged by the fun they
had playing early versions of
the game with enthusiastic
friends, they came to believe
they were on to a winning idea.

Roping in Chris's brother,.

John, they raised $40,000-some
of it from colleagues and
friends. Those who helped have
also cashed in on the subse-
quent commercial success,
while those who declined scep-
tically now rue their decision.

A company, Horn Abbot, was
formed, but manufacturing the
game was expensive and the
creators lacked a proper dis-
tributor. Sales were restricted
to specialist games shops. As a
result, the company began los-
ing money.

Their big break came in
1982, when the trio met Richard
Selchow, then president of Sel-
chow and Righter-which had
made a fortune with Scrabble-
at a Montreal trade show,

Not particularly impressed

with the simple-minded
but won over by their e:lq?iusi—

asm, he agreed to investigate
their product further.
Eventually, his company
road-tested tﬁe product in the
general market, with an initial
print run of less than 100,000.
After a sluggish start, the
game got g word-of-mouth
promotion and won a reputa-
tion as a fun game for adults.
By 1983, it had sold more
than four million sets in
Canada and the United States.
A European sales boom fol-
lowed, and from then on, the
game spread rapidly around the
world. There are editions in 17

la 5.

nﬁzﬁe came as new develop-
ment: the sequels. Extra ques-
tion cards and special editions
were produced, aimed at partic-
ular are ps and themes.

Today there are television
and radio Trivial Pursuit
shows, travel and picket ver-
sions, a computer game and
now CD-ROM.

Continuing international
promotion and the addition of
more and more "specialty sets”
means more questions and an-
swers to research and check. All
the major “question formula-
tors” are treated to an annual
all-expenses-paid convention.
usually in the Caribbean, where
the founders spend part of their
year.
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