COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

WIN

TK, 2000/-
PRIZE BOND
EVERY FORTNIGHT

L.‘__

Sports WHlZZ KID
competition-60

Y Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm
Jan 3, '97)

1 | ‘n.'.tm won the Danish
| Premier Division football
| league title this season?

Mohammedan | Abahani | Muktijoddha

2 | Which team won the Bijoy
Dibash Cup hockey title?

Ajax | Bangladesh Army

Lsiia

3] Which country won the
(' hampions Trophy hockey
| title recently?

Pakistan | Holland | Germany

L 4 1 Who is the top scorer in this
| season's Premier Division
| football league?

Mizan

| Nakib Alfaz

5| Former [talian national
. soccer coach Arrigo Sacchi
now coaches

inter Milan | AC Milan Fiorentina
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SPORTS TALK

(Former Indian captain)

You must make them bowl
to your strengths by going after
their length and destroying it
You must make them bowl
where you want them. But if you
wait for them. they will be
huppu to let you be where you
are.
About his strategy towards the
bowlers.

Niaz Murshed's

PAPERCHESS )

NNING a chess 1we is
not an easy task. Som-
etimes a position may

look completely wining. but
over the board it may turn out
to be quite difficult.

In such

correct way

Take for example the posi-
tion on the diagram. At first
glance, it might seem to be an
easy win for white. After all, he
is two pawns up and they are on

cases one must use his
imagination and find out the

the 61h and 7th rank. almost
ready to be |
However, if you take a good

promoted to a queen.

lnuh you will find that the

anf positioning of the king
and e rooks, make it impos-
sible for white

to make

progress.
or example, if he tries
something like 1.h7, hoping to
distract the black king, then

black plays the intermediate
move |...R-f6 check 2.K-e7 and
then takes both the pawn be-
cause of R-f6 check. Any other
move by white falls because
black in almost all the varia-
tion plays R-i6 check first.
at can white do now?

Hint: Think of a way to sac-
rifice the white rook effectively.

Solution: 1.R-g5! check K-g5
2.h7 and there is now way black
can stop both the pawns. Black
can try 2...R-el check 3. k-d7 r-
d1 check 4 k-e8 R-el 5.k-f8 R-hl
6.k-bl there are no more
checks. There is also no way to
stop white frnmfctung a queen.
(Niaz Murshed is the sub-
continent's first Grand Master)

Seeds' misery continues

AUCKLAND, Jan
1: Only two seeds
rermain going into
the quarter finals
of the 107,500 US

ollar women's tennis tourna-
ment here after another run of
upsets today, reports AFP.

The top 9 two seeds, Ger-
many's Anke Huber and Aus-
trtian Judith Weisner, were
largely untroubled as they eased

WTA'’s top 20

STAMFORD, Connecticut,
Jan 1: (Reuter): Top 20 women's
tennis players as ranked by the
New Corel WTA Tour system:

1. Steffi Graf (Germany)
4.649.0000 points

2. Monica (US)
1.056.1083

3. Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
(Spain) 3,668.1871

4. Conchita Martinez (Spain)
3.180.9710

5. Jana Novotna (Czech Re-
public) 3,087.9412

6. Martina Hingis
(Switzerland) 3.051.0000

7. Anke Huber (Germany)
2.689.5388

8. lva Majoli
2.647.7820

9. Lindsay Davenport (US)
2.357.0667

10. Irina Spirlea (Romania),
1,748.7950
. 11. Karina Habsuduva
(Slovakia). 1,707.0182

12. Brenda Schultz-Mc-

Seles

(Croatia).

Carthy (Netherlands)
1.559.3799
il Barbara Paulus

(Australia) 1,492.2813

14. Amanda Coetzer (South
Africa) 1,484.0009

15. Judith Wiesner [Austria),
1,451.56810

16. Mary Joe Fernandez (US)
121.5113

17. Chanda Rubin (US)
1,187.2426

18. Elena Likhovtseva

(Russia) 1,182.2240

19. Magdalena Maleeva
(Bulgaria). 1.126.3690

20. Julie Halard -Decugis
(France), 1.111.5944

into the last eight of the ASB
Bank classic.

But the WTA Tour's first
event of the year lost third seed
Linda Wild and fifth seed Ar-
gentine Florencia Labat on a
sweltering day.

Wild fell 4-6, 5-7 to defend-
ing champion Sandra Cacic in
an all-American slugging

The clash was evenly bal-
anced until 4-5 in the first set
when Wild's serve deserted her
and she lost the game and set.

Both players then had trou-
ble holding serve in the second
set, with Wild producing seven
double-faults.

With the score at 5-5, Cacic
finally held serve and then
broke Wild again to take the

match.
'l just tried to keep my com-

posure," Cacic said.
think about

"I didn't reall
her being seed I knew what
she had done befurt but any-
thmﬁ]can happe

e 22-year- n]d Cacic, as the
underdog, had the crowd on her
side and she said the support
gave her a lift.

"It feels good to know you
have a couple of people behind
you," she said. "In a tough situa-
tion, that gives you a little more
encouragement.”

Cacic won the tournament
last year as a qualifier, and two
players remained on track to
duplicate her feat this year

Austrian M ruska,
and Japan's Ri l—llrMﬁl Rh

- match.

both had to come lhruugh Iast
weekend's qualifyin ﬁ

alive their hupea by m

quarter finals.

Maruska accounted for La-
bat 6-7 (5-7). 6-0, 6-3, while Hi-
raki also came from a set down
to beat Slovakian Janette
Husarova 2-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Also in to the final eight was
Tamarine Tanasugarn of Thai-
land, who could not make the
qualifying last year, but this
week has yet to drop a set.

Tanasugarn reached the

narterfinals thanks to a 6-2,
-2 victory over experienced
Italian Laura Golarsa.

While the other seeds ma
have had their problems bot
Huber and Wiesner made short
work of their second-round op-

osition, with each match
asting just over an hour.

Huber, ranked seventh in the
world, beat American Ann
Grossman 6-4, 6-2, while world
no 15 Wiesner's scoreline over
France's Sarah Pitkowski was
6-2, 6-1. :

"l was playing really aggres-
sively and | served pretty well,”
Wiesner said.

"It was very hot and [ didn't
want to second any more time
out there than I had to.”

While Wiesner t have
been in a hurry, her's was not
the quickest win of the day.

at honour went to French
woman Alexia Dechaume-
Balleret. who took just 48 min-
utes tp beat C an Patricia
Hy-Boulais 6-1, 6-1. . -

Cherkasov in gqtrs

ADELAIDE, J
Russian An r:i
Cherkasov, con-
troversially given
a wild card ahead
of several local
players, Wednesday moved into
Lthe last eight of the US 328,000
dollars Australian Hardcourt
tennis championship at
Memorial Drive, reports AP.
Cherkasov squeezed to a 6-2,
7-6(15-13) win over Australian
Davis Cup squad member
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Patrick Rafter, who is making a
comeback after being sidclincd
for three months with a number
of niggling injuries.

Cherkasov, ranked 149th in
the world, was given a wild card
after defending champion
Yevgeny Kafelnikov asked
tournament or that his
training partner be included in
the draw.

Kafelnikov promptly lost in
the first round.

"I understand the way the
Australians feel," Cherkasov
said. "l would feel the same way
if 1 was denied a wild card in
Russia, but I am very glad to
have the chance to ]a}r here.”

Cherkasov clinched the win
on his sixth match point after
Rafter had missed four set
points. At 13-13 in the
tiebreaker, Rafter conceded the
point to Cherkasov after a con-
tentious line call. He lost the
next point and the match.
"What he did, few guys have
done," Cherkasov said. "He is
such a nice guy and plays a fair
game."

Swede Mikael Tillstrom, the
man who ousted Kafelnikov,
also progressed to the quarter-
finals. He was given a walkover
when Byron Black of Zimbabwe
withdrew from their second-
round match citing viral flu.

Australian Todd Wood-
bridge, the No 4 seed, advanced
with a 6-3, 7-6 (7-5) win over
Jiri Novak of the Czech Repub-
lic, while fifth-seeded Alex
O'Brien of the United States
progressed with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-4
win over another Swede,
Thomas Johannson.

O'Brien last year entered the
top 40 in the rankings for the

first time.

"l was pleased with the win
today because he's a good
player,” O'Brien said. "I haven't
played for one and a half
months, so it's kind of strange
getting out there and doing bat-
tle."

The 32-draw ATP Tour
event, which is being played on
the same Rebound Ace courts
used for the Australian Open,
continues through Jan 5.

The Australian Open starts
Jan 13 at the National Tennis
Center in Melbourne.

Arsenal eyeing

Ince
LONDON, Jan 1: Arsenal
would be tempted to bid for Eng-

land midfielder Paul Ince if In-
ter Milan put him on the mar-
ket, the English side's manager
Arsene Wenger said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

"We would think it over if
Paul Ince became available.”
Wenger said.

"Yes, of course.”

"Inter will decide the future
of Ince because he is under con-
tract but, for his quality, we
would be interested, just like
many other clubs."”

DHAKA
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The BCB under-lﬁ team memhers pose w1th t.he “itate Mmlster for Sports am:l Cultural Aﬂ'mrs Uhaldu] Quader ch
from left) before leaving for Calcutta yesterday.

'BCB U-16 squad
off to Calcutta

Sports Reporter

A 17-member Bangladesh
Cricket Board under-16 team
left the capital last night for
Calcutta to paticipate in an
international junior cricket
tournament organised by Cal-
cutta City Corporation.

Junior teams from England,
South Africa, Sri Lanka and
few local teams will participate
in the meet scheduled to be held
in different venues of Banal
including Calcutta and Shilig-
uri.

The BCB could not provide
any detail information about of
the tournament until last night.
However, a senior BCB official
informed that Bangladesh will
meet Calcutta Mayor Eleven in
their opening encounter tomor-
row and then will proceed to
Shiliguri for their next match.

Following are the members
of the under- 16 team which in-
cludes two officials: Imran
Ahmed (captain), Abdul Han-
nan Sarkar (vice-captain), Za-
far, Shaon, Safdar, Helal, Se-
lim. Nayeem, Tushar, Aslam,
Bikash, Shafiul, Subrata.
Ashik and Saleh. Former na-
tional cricketer Dipu Roy
Chowdhury and Abahani man-
ager GS Hasan will act as
cricket and tour managers.

Aussie athletics

L] .
chief quits

MELBOURNE, Jan 1: Athlet-
ics Australian national execu-
tive director Neil King resigned
loday after seven years in the
job, reports AFP.

King has come under mount-
ing pressure in recent month,
though the dguvemtng body's
newly-electe resident Tl:rr},lr
Dwyer paid trihult to him in a
statement.

He said King had overseen
significant changes in the sport
including the establishment of
the Grand Prix series and the
allocation of the International
Amateur Athletics Federation
(IAAF) Grand Prix meeting to
Australia.

King came under pressure
with the Atlanta Olympic dop-
ing controversy surrounding
sprinter Dean Capobianco and
recently with his criticism of
the fundmg cut to athletics by
the government backed Aus-
tralian Sports Commission.

Australia earned two athlet-
ics silver medals in Atlanta
Games with Cathy Freeman in
the 400m and Louise McPaul in
the javelin.

Dwyer said King's break with
Athletics Australia was amica-
ble and his position will be ad-
vertised in the next few month.

Tergat retains
title

SAO PAULO. Jan 1: Kenya
Olympic 10,000 metre si ver
medalist Paul Tergat won the
72nd running of the Saint
Sylvester Corrida over 15km
here on Tuesday to retain his
title, reports AFP.

Tergat, 27, finished in a time
of 43 minutes 50 seconds, fail-
ing to endanger his record set
last year of 43mins lZsecs,
beating compatriot Joseph Ki-
mani by 33 seconds.

Uanclerli Cordeiro de Lima of
Brazil gave the home fans
something to cheer about com-
ing in third over a minute be-
hind Tergat.

Mexico's Germain Silva,
dual winner of the New York
Marathon in 1994-95, took
fourth place stealing it from his
compatriot Benjamin Paredes
in the final sprint to the line.

Cadet college
Sports

The annual inter-house
sports meet of Rajshahi Cadet

" College concluded at its campus

on Tuesda
Tareq

, reports UNB.

ouse emerged cham-
pions in the meet bagging 201
points while Khalid House be-

came runners-up with 197
points.

Quarter Master General of
Bangladesh Army Major Gen-
eral Jalaluddin Ahmed was
present on the concluding day
as chief guest and distributed
prizes among the winners.

Meanwhile, the annual
sportis and prize giving cere-
mony of Sylhet Cadet College
was held at its college sports
ground on Monday.

The Surma House became
champions while Titumir
House ame runners-up in the
one-day meet.

Chief of the Naval Staff Rear
Admiral M Nurul Islam wit-
nessed the final events as chief
guest and distributed prizes.

— Star photo

PERTH, Austr-
alia, Jan 1: South
Africa scored a
bizarre 2-1 vict-
ory over Switzer-
land in the Hop-
man Cup mixed teams tennis
championship on Wednesday —
despite failing to win a set,
report agencies,

Marc Rosset, apparently on
the verge of a singles victo
over Wayne Ferreira that wo
have sealed victory for the
Swiss, suffered a painful back
injury and was forced to with-
draw.,

Rosset was leading Ferreira
6-0, 2-0 when he collided with a
ball girl as he chased a ball into
the tramlines at the net. He
tumbled and landed heavily,
immediately clutching at his
lower back.

The Swiss plager completed
the game after being given a
pain-killing injection, but gri-

maced in pain at the ¢ of
ends and saild he was e to
continue.

Ferreira automatically won
the singles 0-6, 1-2 on default

and the South African pair took
the mixed doubles by forfeit af-

ter Rosset's injury lailed to re-
spond to treatment.

Teen ace Martina Hingis had
earlier Switzerland a 1-0
lead with an emphatic 6-1, 6-2
win over Amanda Coetzer, lift-
ing ber singles record in Hop-
man Cup play to 6-0.

Former Ol pll: Id medal-

ar:k injury
his npcnlng nin e:

ist Rossel s
E“ the wa,,y tu Au

ur Tﬂ{
Romania, althnu
in the mixed dnublcu as the

., and was u
Swiss scored a 2-1 victory,

- Marc's campaign in doubt
% &

His back was not giving him
any trouble Wednesday and he
romped through the first eight
games, serving and volleying
su

1 was getting m
kicked," Ferreira said.
killing me, so it is really Eﬂd fur
him. He's a Emd player, particu-
larly whcn e's serving as well
as he was tod

It is the ucund successive
year in which Rosset has been
involved in an injury drama at
the Hopman Cup.

Last year he broke a bone in
his right hand after punching
an ertising hoard in the
final against Croatia. He was
forced to withdraw and the in-
jury also kept him out of the
Australian Open.

He forfeited his ope xg sin-
%]I:B tie to Romania's

oniea on Monday. but man-
aged to play the mlxcd doubles
with Hingis to secure a 2-1 vic-
Lo

Ttmaet had said his goal in
1997 was to make it through the
year Iinjury-free after a
wretched run which saw him
suffer a broken foot in 1995
and a broken finger last year.

Tournament director Paul
McNamee said he was unsure
whether Rosset would be fit to
play in Switzerland s last group
match against Germany on Fri-
day, but was confident he would

be okay for next week's Sydney
tnurrmm:nt and the Australian

butl

The new injury was a blow
for his teammate Hingis, who
wis in peerless form against
Coelzer.

“ had a very good match
with almost no mistakes,”
Hingis said. "It hit just about

Swiss sensation Martina Hingis plays forehand against
South African Amanda Coetzer during their Hopman
Cup engagement in Perth yesterday. Hingis won 6-1, 6-

2.

— Reuter/UNB phutu

ball in. It was fantastic.”

ingis played with tremen-
dous and accuracy from
the taseline and was aggressive
with her return of serve.

The match was halted for 45
minutes in the first set after the
stadium's electrical supply
failed, but the delay did not
throw Hingis out of her stride.
She hit 27 outright winners to
just eight from Coetzer.

The victory lifting third-
seeded South Africa's record in
the round-robin event to 2-0,
while second seeded Switzer-
land dipped to 1-1.

Croatia. France, Australia
and the United States are con-
testing Group A if the evenl and
Switzerland. Germany. Roma-
nia and South Alfrica are in
Group B.

Croatia and the United
States, both winners of their

“?cning matches, meet on
ednesday night.
The winning team from each

group will advance to Satur-
day's final.

Prize money for the event to-
tal US 640,000 dollars. The
winnin gdpalr will collect US
176,000 dollars.

The Hopman Cup is one of a
series of lead-up events to the
Australian Open, to be played in
Melbourne from Jan 13-26.

Lindsay 1n

rough mood

 SYLNEY, Jan, 1: Male tennis
pfayf:rs ould place more im-
portance on the Olym {Jiﬂl and
not treat the sport solely as a
vehicle for making money, At-
lanta gold medalist Lfnclsa}r
Davenport said Wednesday, re-
ports AP.

"I think the Olympics were a
lot more important to the
women this year." Davenport,
of the United States, said. "It
was disappointing on the men's
side that more of them didn't
take it more seriously.”

“Not everything to do with
tennis revolves around making
money, some of it is just repre-
senting your country and being
with some of the greatest ath-
letes in the world."

Davenport was speaking at
White City, where she was prac-
tising just hours after arriving
in the country for the Sydney
Internatjonal. which starts on
Sunday, and the Australian

While most of the ]eadin%l
women played in Atlanta, gol
medalist Andre Agassi was one
of the few top 20-ranked men to
appear.

"l don't know why the men
don't take more time to compete
in it. | thin its a goal of every
American to be in the
Olympics," Davenport said.

WSA rankings

LONDON, Jan 1 (AFP) : Pro-
fessional World Squash Asso-

ciation rankings released here
on Tuesday :
Jansher Khan {Pak) |1.007.800 points

|

1 Rodney Eyles (Aus) 1.006 667
i Peter Nicol [(Scol T27.8B13
4 Chris Walker (Eng) 438 833
5 Simon Parke ([Eng) 42.1.938
6 .Jonathon Power (Can) 3R5 075
7. Abhmed Barada (Egy) J64 583
H Brett Martin (Aus) 346.944
9 Del Harris (Eng) 326. 406
10, Zubair Jahan Khan (Pak) 304275
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38 Wild card. [H/AISIHIBIE LICAINITIO! 47 Command B Z N R X I EI1 M Q N
sometimes [AIT/EMMOIAATL SIMAL IRl 15 Fido Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU CROSSED A PIG
% Polow re- R I 4 Mountain  WITH A FROG, | SUSPECT YOU'D GET A WARTHOG.
97 Writer ': 'I‘ > 5 A 1"': 2 49 "Rule, Today's Cryptoquip clue: Q equals M
Kingsley A EBPINAPE X Britannia” The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
38 Gender- Y ALY | |O]E COMPOBE letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
neutral 82 Mined-over  will equal O throughout the puzzie Single letters. short
39 Kvaich mafer words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
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