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Myanmar junta
blames NLD for

students’ unrest

BJ‘LH{.IKGK Dec <, 4 g
Myanmar's jmilitary junta to:
day blamed the o position led
by Aung San Suu Kyl for recent
siudent protests here and said
47 people were In custody for
their involvement in the unrest,
reporis AFP.

Speaking at a ss confer-
ence military intelligence chief
Khin Nyunt said that 47 le,
including 13 members ol Aung
San Suu Kyi's National League
for Democr (NLD) remained
in detention following the stu-
dent unrest.

"The NLD together with
other under elements are
found to be the main instigators
of recent student unrest,” Khin
Nyunt said in a two-hour
speech, presenting his case with
an array of photographs and
documentary evidence.

NLD officials said on
December 22 that 64 members
of the main opposition party
had been picked up after a spate
of student protests on the
streets of Yangon earlier this
month.

deterioration in his health.

A file photo dated October 25 1987 shows China's
political patriarch Deng Xiaoping as he applauds during a
session of the National People's Congress at the Great
Hall of the People. A Hong Kong newspaper reported on
Tuesday that Deng, 92, had been rushed to the number
301 military hospital in Beijing last week following a

— AFP./UNB photo

Deng rushed
to hospital
as his health

deteriorates

HONG KONG. Dec 31: China's
patriarch Deng Xiaoping was
rushed to hospital for emer-
ency treatment last week as
is health deteriorated, the
Chinese-language Sing Tao
Daily ;%urttd here today, re-

ports

Deng, 92, was rushed to a
military-run No. 301 hospital
in the western suburb of Beijing
as his health has "obviously
deteriorated” in recent months,

the Chinese-language paper

quoted a source in Beljing as
saying.

China's patriarch received
emergency treatment, the re-
port said, but the paper did not
specify his subsequent condi-
tion or what kind of illness he
was suffering from.

According to Sing Taos
source, Deng has regularly vis-
ited the 301 hospital, which is
the head hospital of the People's
Liberation Army (PLA).
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Differences overcome: Drafting of agfeement begins

Signing o

JERUSALEM. Dec 31: Is-
raelis and Palestinians have
overcome their differences on
handing over control of the
West Bank town of Hebron and
have started to draft an accord
which could be signed today,
Palestinian security chief Gen-
eral Abdel Razek Yahya said,
reports AFP.

"We are in the phase of draft-
ing. There are no points of dif-
ference. There may be a signing
today," he said.

Officials said earlier that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat could
meet today to seal the long-
awaited deal on Hebron.

Earlier AP says:

Prodded by President Clinton's
Mideast envoy, Israel and the
Palestinians held a flurry of
top-level meetings Monday to
try and conclude a Hebron deal
by New Year's Eve, reports AP.
Both sides said some obsta-
cles remain, but that the elusive
agreement on turning most of
Hebron over to Palestinian con-
trol was finally within reach.

India, Israel
negotiating
military
cooperation

JERUSALEM. Dec 31: israel
and India are n:gnHHUnEE:Jt an
advanced stage on arms to-
day's Jerusalem Post quoted an

Israeli official source as saying,
reports Xinhua.

The unnamed source, who is
accompanying Israeli President
Ezer Weizman on visit to India,

COLOMBO, Dec 31: Hundreds
n:cFovemmcnt soldiers moun-
ted a new offensive against
Tamil Tiger guerillas in eastern
Sri Lanka today. officials in the
area said, reports AFP.

Troops were advancing to-

noted India is a relatively un- | wards ju bases of the sepa-
tapped market for Isracl's de- | ratist Liberation Tigers of
fence industry. Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the dis-

As defence ties between the

trict of Batticaloa, the officials
two countries grow closer,

said.

Israel is reportedly looking into
the upgrading of India's Mig-21 They said there were no im-
fighters mediate reports of casualties in

the operation code named "Rivi
Jaya.”

The offensive came amid
stepped up guerilla activity in
the eastern region in recent
weeks.

Nearly two weck ago, the
LTTE carried out a suicide at-
tack and killed the top police
commando chief in the region
after overrunning a police base

israeli aircraft industries
head Moshe Keret is due to fly to
{ndia today to hold discussions
on the deal together with other
Israeli defence representatives
already there, the report said.

Meanwhile reports from
India said that the Indian Navy

is considering buying advanced
multi-mode maritime surveil-
lance radar from Israel follow-

there. |

Tiger guerillas are leading a
drawn out campaign for inde-
pendence in the island's north-
ern and eastern regions where
the two million Tamil minority
is concentrated.

More than 50.000 people
have died in bitter fighting in
the 24 years.
adds: A number of trade
and investment issues, includ-
ing removal of non-tariff barri-
ers, are likcli to be finalised
during the three-day visit of

Foreign Minster IK Gujral to Sri

li.gnka beginning from January

Gujral would be visiting the

island nation to co-chair the
third meeting of the Indo-
Lanka Joint Commission.

Discussions took place during a
meeting between the 5Sri
Lankan Foreign Minster,

Gujral to visit Colombo on Jan 19

Lankan troops mount fresh
offensive against Tigers

Lakshman Kadirgamar, who is
currently in India and Gujral
on the agenda of the joint
commission's January 19 to 21
meet here.

The communique said in ad-
dition to routine matters, the
agenda for the discussion dur-
ing Gujral's visit included re-
duction of non-tariff barriers,
SAPTA and increasing the fre-

uencies of air travel between
olombo and Delhi.

The Sri Lankan exports to
India at ?res:nt stagnated
around 21 million dollars
while the Indian exports to Sri
Lanka surpassed 600 million
dollars.

Gujral was earlier scheduled
to visit in mid-October but

postponed it due to his indispo-
sition.

His agenda would now be
heavier, and more formal.

US to consider
sending more

food aid to DPRK

WASHINGTON, Dec 31: The
United States will consider
sending more food aid to North
Korea and easing economic
sanctions againsit it followin
Pyongyang's apology to Seo
for ag{mlched sp}rggnisslun in
September, a senior US official
said Monday, reports AFP,

The official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Washington would review the
issue of emergency food aid to
the cash-strapped Communist
country on a “case-by-case”
humanitarian basis.

He added, however, that US
officials have no immediate
plans to send more aid to alle-
viate North Korea's food short-

The United States was pre-
pared to issue licenses to pri-
vate companies wishing to ex-

foo:J to North Korea last
ptember, the official said,

But he declined to comment
on the status of a petition from
the Minnestota-based food con-
glomerate Cargill to ship a large

uantity of grain to Nort

"I expect it to be concluded
and signed in a *«.H.:rK1 short
time." Israeli Defence Minister
Yitzhak Mordechal said before
Einlng the talks at a Jerusalem

otel.

Yasser Arafat's deputy
Mahmoud Abbas said after the
conclusion of negotiations
Monday that "today we had
some progress.” Asked about the
prospects for an agreement
when talks resume Tuesday, he
said: "Probably — if there are no
bad surFrlaes.“

But Israeli sources speaking
anonymously said the chances
for completion of the talks by
Tuesday seemed slim and they
expected agl;'ccnmnt later in the
week — perhaps by Thursday.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, spng to reporiers
after meeting US envoy Dennis
Ross, said that "we haven't
reached any final agreement.
When 1 am convinced that the
security arrangements (in
Hebron) ... are reached, there
will be an agreement.’

Earlier Monday.
Nethanyahu said he would

bring any agreement to the
Knesset — Israel's parliament —
for approval, which could delay
the actual troop redeployment
for several days after a signing.

The tis ted to
pass a Knesset vote easily.

Ross arrived in the region
Monday evening for separale
meellﬂgi with Netanyahu and
Arafat before joining the talks.

Israeli officials complained
that the Palestinians were try-
ing to win last-minute conces-
sions before the self-imposed
New Year's Eve deadline, in-
cluding
Palestinian police presence at
the Tomb of the Patriarchs, a
Hebron shrine holy to both
Jews and Muslims.

The Tomb is located in
downtown Hebron, an area that
will remain under Israeli role
after Israeli troops pull out of
four-fifths of the city of 130,000
Palestinians and 500 Jews.

In the original Hebron agree-
ment signed by Netanyahu's
dovish predecessors, Israel
retained sole security control
over the Tomb, where a Jewish

Israel's consent to a.

Hebron accord likely

settler shot and killed 29
Muslim worshipers in 1994,
Arafat has also insisted on
etting a timetable from
etanyahu for Israel's three-
stage troops withdrawal from
West Bank rural areas, as speci-
fted in the original autonomy
agreement, The withdrawal was
to have begun in September
1996 and be completed a year
later.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erakat said the Palestinians
also demanded the release of
Palestinian security prisoners
following the signing of the
Hebron agreement.

His colleague Jamil Tarifi
said that the part of the agree-
ment dealing with civilian af-
fairs was alse not completed,
contrary to reports.

AFP from Jerusalem adds:
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and Palesti-
nian leader Yasser Arafat are
“very likely" to meet this
evening to try to finalise an
agreement on a handover of the

West Bank city of Hebron, an

Russian President Boris Yeltsin enjoys Monday a glass of
reception hosted by the mayor of Moscow at the Kremlin
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champagne during a New Years

|sraeli sPokesman said.

Palace. Yeltsin recently

returned to his Kremlin office after recovering from a.multiple bypass heart surgery.

the reported accbuisiunn by
Pakistan of three P-3c Orion
maritime surveillance aircrafts
from the United States.

Dalai Lama’s
office denies

NEW DELHI, India, Dec 31: || 0. .0 el s O
The Dalai Lama's office cau- e -
tioned Tibetans on Monday
about more "political repres-
sion” by the Chinese after a
bomb hrrst in Tibet's capital,

"We are concerned that the
Chinese authorities might use
the latest incident of a bomb || S
blast in Lhasa as a pretext for |} e e
increasing political repression | | i
in Tibet," said the office of the
exiled Tibetan spiritual leader
in a statement from Dhar-
amsala, in northern India,
where it is headq :

A bomb detonated by remote
control exploded out city of-
fices in the Tibetan capital of
Lhasa on Wednesday. injuring
five le, state-run Radio
Tibet in a report Sunday. It
blamed supporters of the exiled
Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama's office de-
nied any involvement.
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A young woman takes advantage of a

sunny day sitting Monday on a snow-covered Rimini
beach Italy. Arctic weather kept Europe in deep freeze Monday as ice, snow and the
lowest temperatures in decades raised the death toll to
train and air traffic across the continent.

e

over 80 and caused chaos to road,

— AFP /UNB photo

Cold snap death toll | OAFf the |2 72% O
rises to 80 in Europe

UNDATED, Dec 31: Arctic
weather kept Europe. in deep
freeze today as fce, snow and the
lowest temperatures in decades
raised the death toll to over 80
and caused chaos to road, train
and air traffic across the conti-
nent, AFP.

Deaths due to the freak cold
snap have been reported in vir-
tually every country in Europe.
from Russia in the east to Spain
in the West, with the homeless
and elderly inevitably the
hardest hit.

While many people took ad-
vantage of the conditions to in-
dulge in a spot of post-Chr-
istmas exercise on skates or
skis. others, battle the sub-zero
weather simply to stay alive.

In France, three more people
‘~11nd dead over the week-
end. bringing the overall toll to
10 in a week as temperatures
slumped to their lowest for 34
vears. while in Germany two
men aged 59 and 53 died of cold
in the eastern Bradenburg state,
where heavy snowfalls also
caused chaos on the roads.

The German national car-
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rer Lufthansa cancelled about
40 dowmestic flights Monday

morning as the majority of the
country s airports were under
snow and ice. Worst hit was
Frankfurt, and a number of in-
ternational flights to destina-
tions in Eastern and Central
Europe had to be annulled.

A woman of 51 died while
out for a walk from her home in
Vienna, bringing the death toll
in Austria to four since
Wednesday. Temperatures have
drop to as low as minus 25
Celsius (minus 13 fahrenheit).

The bodies of two homeless
were discovered in the streets of
Madrid on Monday, taking the
number of dead from appalling
weather in Spain to [ive, A
man, aged 50. was found in the
north of the capital, while an-
other whose age was not known
was found on a mattress in the
city centre.

Earlier AP says f{rom
Seattle, rain and rising te:mfaer—
atures began washing away lour
davs ol snow and ice across the
Northwest, only to cause flood-
ing and mudslides.

US envoy to ROK resigns: us
Ambassador to James Laney said yesterday heé had asked
President Bill Clinton to accept his resignation. AFP reports
from Seoul.

Laney, who took u his post in Seoul in 1993 at the height of
the standoff with N Korea over its suspect nuclear weapons
m-ogramme. said in a press statement that i had always

s intention to leave after Clinton's first term. “While | am sad
to be leaving a country for which I have such affection... |
nevertheless will depart with a feeling of both accomplishment

and privilege.” Laney said. )
Yeltsin, Kohl to meet on Jan 4:

President Boris Yeltsin and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl
confirmed in a telephone conversation Monday their plans to
meet on January 4 at the Russian President's country residence,
AP s from Moscow.

The two leaders have a warm relationship and Kohl is one of
the only world leaders who has visited du Yeltsin's recent
iliness. After the president underwent quintupie bypass surgery
on November 5. Kohl was one of the first he invited to visit.

3 executed for murder in China:

A woman and two men she hired to kill her husband were

executed in southern China. a report said yesterday. AFP
from Hong Kong,

Zhou Jianyu, 36 was executed recently a]un%with the two
accomplices she hired for 113,000 yuan (13 615 US dollars) in
Shaoquan in northern Guangdong province, the Hong Kong
branch of China News Service said.

Hashimoto to visit ASEAN states:

Japanese Prime Minster Ryutaro Hashimoto said Tuesday he
would visit Southeast Asian nations as scheduled early
January. despite the continuing hostage cnisis in Lima. AFP
reports from Tokyo

Hashimoto told a news conference that he would go ahead
with the nine-day tour starting January 7, covering Brunei
Malavsia. Indonesia. Vietnam and Singapore. all of them
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Japanese officials previously said whether or nof his
visit would go ahead would depend on developments in Lima.

Israeli settler killsPalestinian:

An Israell settler killed a Palestinian Monday night in the
Jewish settlement of Kfar Darom in Gaza. Israeli police said
AFP reports from Kfar Darom. (saza

The settler said he had been attacked by the Palestinian and
was acting in self defence According to seitlers who witnessed
the incident. the Palestinian had broken into the settlement
and attacked a settler who had called for help Another settler
opened fire. killing the Palestinian sraeli police were
investigating the matter

Anti-Taliban jets
bomb Kabul

KABUL. Dec 31: Planes be-
longing to forces opposed to the
Taliban Islamic militia
bombed the Afghan capital
Kabul early this morning but
there were no reports of casual-
ties, says Reuter.

Bombs were dropped in the
vicinity of Kabul's airport.
which is used for mulitary and
civilian traffic, at 3 am (2230
GMT) on Tuesday morning.
Kabul's hospitals reported no
casualties.

On Saturday, opposition
forces launched four air raids
on the city, which was taken by
the Taliban in late September,
hitting the airport in the north-
east and the Presidential Palace
in the centre of the city.

Hospitals reported six civil-
ijan casualties from those raids
and one woman was injured by
falling anti-aircraft fire.

Local residents said today's
hombs landed on open ground
close to a housing complex,
breaking windows and causing
other minor damage,

The attack failed to close the
airport, and later this morning
the United Nations used it to
ferry in personnel and supplies.

Afghan watchers say the air
raids are in retaliation for re-
cent Taliban successes On the
battle field north of Kabul.

On Friday and Saturday. the
Taliban pushed opposition
forces back 10 km (six miles)

inflicting heavy casualties and.
according to the Taliban., cap:
turing more than 200 prisoners.

[{ was the heaviest defeat in
flicted on the opposition forces
for more than two months

Despite the recent attacks on
the airport. the national air
line. Ariana International Air
Hnes. intends to continue usin
the airport for internationa
flights

Misbullah Noor. director of

the airport, said Ariana in-

ienided to expand its interna-
tional schedule and inaugural.
new flights to the Pakistan
cities of Islamabad, Karachi
and Peshawar.
The airport has been a fre-
guent target in ting between
uerilla factions that defeated a
ommunist government in
1992.

Ghali for UN
supervision of
Guatemala peace

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 31:
The UN secretary general on
Monday asked the Security
Council to authorise a three-
month military observer mis-
sion to supervise implementa-
tion of a landmark peace accord
in Gualemala

In an addendum to a report
to the Council obtained by :
Boutros Boutros-Ghali said that
following Sunday's signing ol
the peace accords between the
Guatemalan government and
rebels. he was seeking authori-
sation for deployment of 155
military ob' crvers for a three-
month perind

Bouliros-Ghali s formal re-
gurﬂnt had been expected, but
iplomats said that the Council
appeared unlikely to focus on
details of a draft resolution
which would establish the mis-
sion when the 15-member
Council discusses Guatemala on
Tuesday

China has held up the draft's
preparations to protest the
Central American couniry's
diplomatic relations with
Taiwan. considered by Belfing
to be a renegade province.

Annan takes over as UN

chief today amid hopes

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 31,
Kofi Annan takes over as UN
chief on Wednesday amid hopes
‘hat the Ghanian's appoint-
qie will bring improved rela-
uons with the world body's
main contributor. the United
States. reports AFF.

His predecessor, 74-year old
Boutros Boutros-Ghali ol Egypt,
who was backed by France for a
second term. saw UN relations
deteriorate with Washington
over the past two years,

For US public opinion,
Boutros-Ghali became identi-
fied with the UN failures in
Somalia and Bosnia. Bul he
also sinned in US eyes by tak-
ing an independent stand on |s-
sues such as Iraq and the
Middle East

Annan, 58, who said in a re-
cent television interview that a
friend had described his new
post as "a job from hell.” has
made it clear that a main prior-
{by will be ensuring that

ashington pays its arrears.

While keeping a steady hand
on reform efforts during his
five year term, and refusing to
rule out more staff cuts, the
soft-spoken Annan also intends
to seek consensus on the role of
the United Nations as the world
body prepares to enter the next
cenfury.

As former undersecretary
general for peacekeeping. he
plans to develop UN readiness
to readiness to intervene in
crises before they become full-
scale conflicts. His main focus
will be on his own continent.

In his new job. Annan will
walk a tightrope as the servant
of 185 nations in the General
Assembly where some states are
more equal than others — par-
ticularly the "big five' in the
powerful UN Security Council,

Annan's relationship with
the five states with veto
HBritain. China, France. Russia

“and the United States — will be

particularly crucial.
Washington vetoed Boutros-
Ghall's election to a second

tt_'rtR. _
nnat. descrilied nas an
"honest broker” by diplomats
who worked with him on
Bosnia, stresses that he will
reserve the independence of
is office. He notes that as a UN
insider. having spent his entire
carver in the UN system. his
"4k record’ is known o all.

'Time running out
for implementation

9

of Dayton accord
SARAJEVO, Dec 31: Bosnian
President Alija Izetbegovic is
dissatisfied with the slow
nrogress of peace implementa
tion in Bosnia. the BH press
agency reported Monday, re-

ports AFP.

The agency cited an inter-
view which ]:elh:ﬁnmr gave to

the Daily Oslobodjenje In
which the head of Bosnia's
three-man collective presi-
dency warned that time was
running out for the implemen:
tation of the Dayton peace
agreement, much of which has

yet to be applied to Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Izethegovic sald he hoped
"that the current situation in

just temporary and will soon be
eased. But if this does not hap-
pen, it will be time for us to

wonder if we want a peace of
this nature.’

Several key provisions of
the Dayton peace accords have
vet to be implemented including

the prosecution of suspected
war criminals and the return of
some two million refugees and
displaced persons to homes
they inhabited before the 43-
month conflict broke out in
April 1992

— AFP/UNB photo

Shakespeare losing
grip on US campuses

WASHINGTON: Shakespeare seems to be losing his grip on
US university campuses just as he is strengthening it at movie
theaters around the country, reports AFP.

Of 67 US colleges surveyed by the National Alumni Forum,
only 23 require their En'flish majors to take at least one
i

Shakespeare course, accor

The report also says that so
their diplomas without ever read

It concludes that

ng to the New York Times.

me English majors can reccive
ing any of the Bard's 37 works.
the study of "great authors" is being

replaced by courses such as the one focusing on gangster movies

at Georgetown Universily
sCap operas
boxing film and fiction at
Hampshire.

in Washington, on melodrama and
at Duke University in North
Dartmouth College

(tarolina. And on
in New

Far students who feel compelled to get a dose of Shakespeare.
they can simply go to their neighbourhood movie theater This
winter. four Shakespeare movies including Rome and Juliet
and Hamlet are playing nationwide.

World's tallest woman
outshines her host

o I.:I.'

World's tallest woman Sandy
host Stephen Day, president of the Guinness

Allen outshines her local

World of

Records' Taiwan museum, before a press conference 1n

Taipe1 yesterday,
woman from Indiana

Dec at the invitation of the museum
of her height and would like to megt

She says she is proud

Taiwanese president Lee Teng-hui.

The 231.7 cm (7 feet and 7 inches) tall
in the USA arrived in Taiwan late 30

for a two-month visit.

— AFP/UNB photo



