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Issues before 1997

This dawn must have mystified us with its

freshening dew drops and the early morning cups
of tea with a difference. We should have formally
drawn the curtain over nostalgia of the year gone
by one second past last midnight, but it somehow
lingers as everyone will vouch for that. We are for
shortening the length of bemoaning what we had
failed to do and also for not resting on the small
laurels. Gazing at the crystal-ball as a by-stander
to progression of events is not our idea as well.

We are basically interested in pinpointing the
issues that lie ahead for handling in 1997 against
the backdrop of where these have been left off at
the close of 1996 and in the light of where we think
alterations in approaches are necessary.to take
the country forward.

The opposition boycott of parliament casts its
shadow over national politics. And since we re-
gard the behaviour of the polity as key to socio-
economic equilibrium, the spectre of de-stabilisa-
tion also looms, by the same token. The BNP may
well have made some valid points as far as opposi-
tion coverage over the electronic media and its
feelings of being victimised go, but whatever
grievance-related justifications they have cannot
legitimise their parliamentary stand-off. If they
continue with it into the third session of JS then
their hell-bent attitude to governance, of which
they are also a part, is bound to give them an ir-
reparable public exposure. At the other pole, the
government party's handling of the opposition has
left room for improvement.

Imbued with the spirit of the new year both sides
should now shake hands on their critical differ-
ences that stand in the way of forging working re-
lations between them. They are urged to come on
top of this wild-goose-chase inside of the week,
make the third session of JS a full-house affair
and lay the brick-work for minimally tolerant
and consensual politics sooner than later.

Admittedly, the present ruling party has been
serious about the business of governance as the
slight improvement in law and economic man-
agement seem to indicate. The Rules of Business
has been altered to make the ministers effective
with their portfolios. The water treaty has given a
leap forward and early signs of a thaw are being
read into in the CHT situation. _ :

We have worked out a frame of agenda for the
new year which is as follows: Law and order needs
improving further within two months to be
congenial to civic security, higher education and
economic uplift. The next six months should see
the installation of a remodelled local self-
government system, the granting of autonomy to
radio and television and establishment of an
independent judiciary. By the year-end, we should
have an environment in which it is the system that
will be triumphant over individuals.

Message of [jtema

'The Biswa I}[tema. the second biggest Muslim

congregation after Hajj. ended in Tongi with a re-

newed call for peace, prosperity and universal
brotherhood of mankind. Attended by lakhs of
Muslim devotees, the last rite of the three-day con-
gregation was the Akheri Munajat which sought
the well-being of all in the faith and a harmonious
relationship with peoples of other faiths. In fact,
the community spirit and the farewell address by
Prophet Muhammad (SM) have been rolled to-
gether into a religious philosophy that is uniquely
eastern culture's own.

The essential message is tolerance for other reli-
gions and a big 'no’ to all kinds of religious bigotry
and ?%ressinn. Starting in 1910, the ljtema intro-
duced by the Tablig Jamaat in Delhi wanted to
promote this overwhelmingly predominant mes-
sage of peace in Islam. Gradually, the venue has
shifted to our soil and to the credit of people of this
part of the sub-continent, the Iljtema has been
drawing more and more devotees every year. Ad-
mittedly, however, the message of peace and har-
mony has not often been matched ﬁpractic:es in
society due largely to politics that has exploited
and abused religion. -

The proponents of this congregation, however,
foresaw a time when there would be a great divide
between politics and religion. We can feel encour-
aged by the fact that the influence of the detractors
now seems to be on the wane. The devotees are in-
creasingly growing in number, let them be imbued
with the true spirit of Islam so that we all can ma-
terialise the maxim, "love to all, malice to none" in
practice. Let us also not mix religion with politics.
The spiritual domain must have its distance from
mundane affairs like politics. Humanity must be
bolstered by the original broad visions of religions

— all religions.
Undesirable

Publishers and traders of books have reiterated
their demand for the withdrawal of a decision to
change covers of those books meant for class VI
and IX whose contents remain unchanged. The de-
mand is quite reasonable because involved in it are
crores of taka. According to the publishers' and
traders’ samity, lakhs of copies of 40 to 42 titles
were printed last year and those books will remain
unsold simply because of their covers. All have,
however, agreed to change the covers of those
books in which additions have been made in the
interest of projecting the true history of Muktijud-

Now the publishers and traders have threatened
to boycott the Ekushey book fair unless their de-
mand is met. Neither the board authority nor the
education ministry has so far made it public why
there is need for a wholesale change of the covers.
If there is a good reason behind the move, the pub-
lishers and traders cannot be blind to that. We un-
derstand that in the absence of a negotiated settle-
ment of the issue beforehand they are now placed
on a collision course. This is unacceptable.

So, we suggest that the board authority and the
samity representatives sit together to find a solu-
tion satisfactory to both sides.

If it is absolutely necessary to change the covers
of books, let it be done. But then the ministry must
be ready to reimburse the loss — if not the whole of
it at least a reasonable portion of the same. It will
be better though, if the covers are not changed. But
the decision has to be arrived at through negotia-
tions and after an objective analysis of the matter.

OUR vyears ago, despite
the devastating floods of
late 1992, 1993 had
started with the hopes of a vast
majority of the nation firmly
rooted in the promise of
economic Valhalla
then PM Mian Nawaz Sharil,
The death of the COAS Gen Asal
Nawaz in the first week of Jan-
uary set loose latent fears and
ambitions putting into motion
events that saw the exit, return
and re-exit of Mian Nawaz
Sharif as PM in the space of
three months ni Aﬁ:ﬂ
and ending in July 1993, The
year's end saw the contrived re-
turn of Ms Benazir, the ensuing
Zardarl dominated nightmare
running a full course till her
exit as PM less than 60 days
ago. In less than a month, the
people of Pakistan are to go to
the polls and while election fer-
vour is muted because of the
constant public refrain for ac-
countability, the masses are
%ng:rty hoping to pick up the
threads of the economic aspira-
tions lost four years ago. A
crude and early rough poll
shows the people's mandate
resently running clearly in
fdlan Nawaz Sharif's favour.
Havin lost considerable
ground economically as a na-
tion since 1993, anyone who be-
comes Pakistan's PM must first
make the nation financially
stable before energising the var-
ious economic sectors to the
same level as was obtaining

then,
There are some plus fac-

tors over early 1993. Farooq
Ahmad Khan Leghari's election
as President was the first of two
outstanding things done by the
PPP regime, the other was
bringing peace to Karachi, the
modus operandi notwithstand-
ing. In contrast to President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan's (GIK] my-
opic, tunnel vision on most is-
sues, Leghari has a refreshingly
broad outlook for an ex-bureau-

Hong Kong:

ONG KONG is the last re

H. maining substantial
territory

of the British
Empire. First occupied by the
British as a trading post in
1841, the territory was ceded to
Britain by the treaty of
Nanking in 1882, In 1898, Hong
Kong along with the area north
of Kowloon and other
surrounding islands formed the
New Territories which were
leased to Britain for 99 years.
The lease will expire on 30th
June, 1997, when Britain hands
back Hong Kong and its
adjoining areas to China.

The handing back of the
colony lo a soverélgn: stal®
rather than givin 1L;.|;Eigg' :
dence [ollows ',reags of di QJ%
negotiations between Britain
and China. All British colonie$
were run autocratically, but in
the last stages before indepen-
dence and a long time before, as
in India. the Caribbean and
West Africa, the people were
given considerable democratic
rights. Not so in Hong Kong. Un-

a few years ago, a curious sit-
uation existed there: while
there was almost complete free-
dom of expression, there was no
democratic political system. It
became a unique example of a
benevolent autocracy.

At the storm centre stands
the political Governor, Chris
Patten, appointed by the British
government to wind up the
British rule. The question that
has loomed large in the eyes of
international observers has

Back to the Future, with Hope

In less than a month, the people of Pakistan are to go to the polls and while election fervour is muted because of
the constant public refrain for accountability, the masses are gingerly hoping to pick up the threads of the eco-
nomic aspirations lost four years ago.

crat, head and shoulders above
in the traits one aspires for in a
Head of State. GIK threw this
nation into turmoil in the sell-
ish attempt to elongate his
Presidential rule, Legharli has
risen above narrow petty politi-
cal considerations for the sake
of the nation and thrown his
owWTl nal future into doubt
by sending the ment of
tg: party that voted him into
power packing on charges of
nepotism, corruption and inef-
ficlency. While the team se-
lected as Caretakers could have
been better chosen and drawn
from a wider spectrum of the in-
telligentsia, one cannot doubt
the sincerity of this hon-
ourable, palriotic man in trying
to do his best for the nation
within the parameters of the
Constitution with the limited
resources of quality of man-
power at his disposal. Encour-
aged by outstanding judicial ac-
tivism, the President has laid
the groundwork of institution-
alising accountability, a recur-
ring demand of a very frus-
trated (and impoverished) peo-
ple of this resource rich coun-
try. While he has been the
touchstone to initiate the pro-
cess, the major burden of im-
lementing accountability will
all on the elected government-
to-be. Only a sincere commit-
ment for broad reform to curb
nepotism and corruption will
set the foundation of a dy-
namic, prosperous Pakistan in
the future,

If Mian Nawaz Sharif should
become PM, he will have to take
a hard look at his own inner
circle and set examples for the
sake of accountability to emu-
late down the line, choosing
loyalty to the State over loyalty

to individuals whenever the two
are in conflict of interest. 1996
may have seen the culminating
of the Benazir nightmare but
one major event has not got the

ride of place it should have.
Enr the first time since our in-
dependence from British rule,
we are truly on course to sepa-
rating the Judiciary from the
Executive. As a colonial power,
it was a requirement for the
British but for a democratic,
independent nation such a

fdespotic role has been an un-

necessary yoke. People decry
martial law because of the
"Judge and Jury” syndrome |.e.,
in a travesty of justice those

The Deputy Commissioners
hold virtual er of life and
death over the rural population,
aligning themselves with one or
the other local faction of the
feudal class and perpetualing
an evil dictatorship that has no
parallel in this day and age. As
much as God is in Heaven, our
civilian bureaucracy behaves in
the countryside as akin to God
on Earth. The challenge for our

elected representatives is to
demolish this wall of evil in-
carnate and protect the masses
from suffering the churlishness
and idiosyncrasies that they
have had to for the past five
decades. While the bureaucra-

AS | SEE IT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

who are the prosecutors also sit
in judgment on whom they ac-
cuse but nobody has ever really

rotested the “civillan martial
aw" we had to endure for nearl
50 years at the hands of a civi
bureaucracy that under the fa-
cade of the rule of law has left
military dictatorship far be-
hind in absolute rule. The next
elected pgovernment should
bring the selected executive
firmly under the controls of the
elected representatives. It is far
better to misruled by those
chosen by the people rather
than the so-called "servants of
the people". Whereas it is bad
enough that they are masters in
the urban areas, in the coun-
tryside they are absolute
monarchs,

cy's hold on government at all
levels is far from being com-
pletely undone, their despotism
is now under direct threat from
an activist judiciary. The his-
toric judgment on March 20,
1996 by the Supreme Court in
what is now known as the
"judges case” ensured that nei-
ther the ruling executives nor
the elected representatives
could In future pack the judicial
benches with tainted favourites
eminently malleable to their
bidding.

One must commend the in-
domitable will of the Chiel Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, Jus-
tice Sajjad All Shah, because it
is he who has provided the
backbone for the resistance to
the rule of the lawless that we

been subjected to during the Be-

nazir regime, Despite threats,
coercion and abuse, the Chief
JII:EUEE remained !ttaﬁia;:én
the process exposing t -
ous r to be the petty crim-
inals they were. We have had
Chief Justices in the past who
have stood forth against con-
siderable odds for the cause of
justice, most notably (and in
the immediate past) Justice
Nasim Hassan Shah, but the in-
cumbent Chief Justice stands
tall in standing up for the rule
of law as the letter and
spirit of the Constitution. The
future hope for this country lies
in inculcating the merit system
thr ut body executive,
at each level in every spectrum
of governance and discipline. It
is necessary to keep only a mi-
nuscule quota of 10 per cent for
the backward. non-developed
areas. We must reward merit in
exclusion to region, race, reli-
gion or any other considera-
tion.

The touchstone of success for
this poor country lies in having
the best and brightest at the
helm at every level of gover-
nance. Without the merit sys-
tem we are doomed to be like a
family or a race that inter-
marries constantly, every re-
production reducing the guality
of the human in mind and
body. Instead of being a winner,
merit is not only suspect. it is a
disqualifier. How can one ex-

ect those who have benefited
rom nepotism to countenance
those with merit? Unless we
can honestly reverse this pro-
cess, we are doomed to remain a
slave nation economically and
eventually politically. The fu-
ture elected government has to
create a climate of excellence

The question that has loomed large to the international observers: How would Hong Kong
be run after the midnight of June 30, 1997; would it be the HK way or the Beijing way?
A S M Nurunnabi writes

been: How would Hong Kong be
run after Britain hands it back
to China at midnight of June
30, 19977 Would it the H
Kong way or the Beijing wa
China had previously pledged
itself to the former b;.r enshrin-
ing the principles of "one coun-
try. two systems” in the Sino-
British Joint Declaration and
in the 1990 Basic Law. the de
acto constitution for what
. d be known as the Hong
Special Administrative
n. China had promised

that the territory could keep the
m&g way of doing things for

50 years, a promise incorpo-
rated in the aforesaid principle.
In about six months, China's
Communist government will
become Hong Kong's sovereign
master. In this context, several
uestions have arisen: Will the
ommunist government take a
back seat and keep its promise
to allow the territory a "degree
of autonomy?” Or will it and its
various organs act as overlords
ﬂnnstrainin{g_ the Hong Kong
governnient s ever move?
There are a lot of people in Hong
Kon who are wonderin
whether such an overlord wil
exist in the future. There are,
however, some keen observers
who express confidence and a
strong faith in China's strict

implementation of the “one
country, two tems"” concept,
under which Hong Kong would
be able to run its own allairs.

From the lofty ramparts of
Hong Kong-China relations,
such optimismn may be war-
ranted. It is felt that the highly
educated and worldly cadres in
charge of Beijing's Hong Kong

licy have every reason 1o

onour their hands-off pledge.
Eumg so would t;lhance. @E;g

ongs economic v O a
wh-i]ﬁ-e atrengtheninﬁ ing's
relations with Western coun-
tries—and- with rival Taiwan?
According to some veteran ob-
servers, the strategy of not get-
ting involved in the day-to-day
affairs of Hong Kong is based on
a national perspective, purely
out of self-interest.

The process by which Hong
Kong's first post-colonial execu-
tive was selected on December
11 last, out of four candidates in
the final rounds, looked like a
race and polled like a race. The
choice was made by 400 local
luminaries who were them-
selves chosen behind closed
doors in Beijing. The selection

rocedure was set forth in the
asic Law that would govern

t-1997 Hong Kong.

I:M[)&"E'.'Zillut of th:jI{uur contenders,
Tung Chee-hwa, a refugee from

Sir, Ain-o-Salish Kendra
(ASK) would like to clarify the
following information in your
editorial entitled "Workers in
Malaysia" published on 25 De-
cember. No member of Ain-o-
Salish Kendra had gone to
Malaysia under the leadership
of any other organisation. We
were present at the press con-
ference held on 23 December be-
cause ASK., as a human rights
organisation, has worked for
the last nine years Lo project the
problems of migrant workers
and for the last two years has
provided legal support to mi-
gramt workers in Malaysia and
advocated for more protective
policies.

Dr Hameeda Hossain
Ain-o-Salish Kendra, Dhaka.

Il

Sir, I greatly appreciate " the
editorial on December 25 on our
High Commission in Malaysia.
I would like to make a correc-
tion. Naripokkho and Ain-o-
Salish Kendra did not send a
monitoring team to Malaysia
as '{HEE mentioned in your edito-
rial,

Nasreen Hug
Member, Naripokkho , Dhaka

Cost of traffic jam

in Dhaka

Sir, Trallic jam in Dhaka
city costs Tk 1600 million every
year. Astonished? Well yes, it is
true. Dhaka Integrated
Transportation Survey report
published by the UNDP says,
the working hours lost during
the time of traffic jam is equiv-
alent to 1600 million taka each
year.

We are throwing away Tk 16
billion every ten years! [sn't it a
great loss? Can we let this con-
tinue?

Nadim Ahmed
Fallobi, Mirpur, Dhaka

Guest birds

Sir, There are a few sanctu-
aries left in our country for
those birds who by nature fly

~hundreds of thousands of miles

away from their own land to

=
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keep themselves alive. Usually
by crossing long distances they
use up their fats and become
slim.

To protect them f{rom
hunters. mankind has made
law; and to protect their sanc-
tuaries for ecological reason,
campaigns are being launched
every year.

Centring Feni 'Regulator
and Closure in uhuri
Irrigation Project, there is a big
reservoir [it for birds. Every
winter since building of the
reservoir, birds from different
countries take refuge. A lot of

ople from many regions are

onest spectators of different
kind of birds.

This year the picture is dif-
ferent since a hunter and his
buddies stationing at the rest
house are very often killing
this innocent guests. As a result,
scared by his gun shots birds
have deserted this place. This
hunter works with a donor
agency which should be a
supporter of ecological con-
cerns.

We really feel concerned at
this behaviour.

Bose Asoke Kumar

House #413. Road # 10
Block -B. Chandgaon R/A
Chittagong

Private sector insur-

ance companies

Sir. It is reported that gen-
eral insurance companies in
the private sector are doing
good business. The policy buy-
ers are paying a high rate of
premium for covering the risk
of their goods and establish-
ments. But very often they are
complaining that they are not
getting the actual compensation
money in case of accidents and
damages.

While assessing the damage,
the surveyors allegedly always
try to lower the compensation
money on the plea of non-com-
pliance of the required condi-
tionalities. One of the owners of
a cold storage told me that insu-
lation is a part of the machin-
ery in the cold storage. In case

any crack down or collapse
in the wall of cold storage,
Ln:ulatlnn ‘Bgllt :H:umnucnﬂgrf

damaged. Bu surveyor
the company is not treating the

same as 'machinery break
down' and the owner is help-
lessly trying to make the sur-
veyor understand it.

The buyers of the policies
complained that company rep-
resentatives never tell them
about warranties. They buy

the policies hoping that the

compensation money will be
paid in time of need. Not only
that, it takes a lot of time to
complete a case. As a result the
businessmen and industrialists
who claim for compensation
money remain waiting for de-
cision for months. The
Controller of Insurance simply
writes to dispose of the case, as
and when the office receive any
complain of delay. The
Controller should fix a time-
frame for payment in case of
any accident. This should be

done for the greater interest of
industrialisation.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
153, Lake Circus

Kalabagan. Dhaka

Observance of
heroic days

Sir, The Silver Jubilee of the
independence was observed
throughout the country with
great pomp, enthusiasm and
spirit. On this occasion, vari-
ous political, cultural. social
organisations — includin
Bangladesh Television an
Bangladesh Betar — arranged
discussion meetings, cultural

functions and other pro-
grammes highlighting the
theme and facts of our

Liberation War.

By attending and paying at-
tention to some of them we, the
new generation, not only got
pleasure but could also know
the real history of our freedom
struggle which had been either
hidden or presented before - us
with distortions.

We feel proud that we are the

rngen[: of a heroic people. We
[::npe that every year our na-
tional days ol heroic impor-

tance would be observed in the

same befitting manner so that

we can learn the real aspects of

arur nation and the Liberation
ar,

Afsana Chowdhury Emy
S S Road. Sirajganj
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China's 1949 Communist revo-
lution who became a shipping
tycoon and pillar of the colo-
nial order, won a crushing vic-
tory to become Hong Kong's first
leader in its post-colonial era.
Tung, tipped from the outset as
Beijing's favourite, took 80 per
cent of the votes of a China-or-
ganised committee of the 400
notables. On becoming chiel ex-
ecutive of Hong Kong's semi-
autonomous government when
it returns to Chinese
sovereignty on July 1, 1997 and
Chris Patten, the last British
overnor, gone home, one of
ng's first tasks will be to
oversee the appointment of a
provisional legislature to re-
place the elected one which
China plans to disband. Tung's
u'iumpFl is likely to please Hong
Kong's powerful business com-
munity. which had rooted for a
tycoon to take charge of this
economic giant of Asia.

Hong Kong's [uture under
China. just about six months
away, was underscored by the
huge red podium backdrop, em-
blazoned with the [ive-starred
emblem of Communist China.
Those concerned with civil lib-
erties worry about Tung's advo-
cacy of "Chinese values” and his
criticism of Hong Kong's popu-
lar and combative Democratic
Party. They fear he is too com-
fortable with Beijing's authori-
tarian style. China, however,

romises to uphold Hong Kong's
E’Eﬂdﬂ[l‘l and capitalist system.
Since China has angrily de-

cided to discard the mildly
democratic reforms put in place
by the last British governor,
Chris Patten, after more than a
decade's argument over what
the formula "one country. two
systems” means, the Chief Ex-
ecutive, C H Tung is viewed by
observers as having been un-
comfortably placed in the mid-
dle with the options: will he
adopt the role of Beijing's loyal
servant or will he defend the
ways ol life that make Hong
Kong so different from the
mainland?

Everything about Tung sug-
gests that he will try to have it
both ways. As a Shanghai na-
tive who studied in Britain,
worked in the United States and
ran a huge ocean fleet out of
Taiwan and Hong Kong, he em-
bodies the kind of interna-
tional life on the edge that gives
Hong Kong its energy. As a con-
servative businessman, Tung
also exemplifies the Hong Kong
tycoons who fear that too much
rabble rousing democracy may
fray the territory's lucrative
ties to the mainland. To the
core, Tung is regarded as a con-
ciliator, a master of the quiet
compromise — but that does not
necessarily make him a
pushover. Tung's respect for
Chinese values — those based on
personal obligations rather
than individual rights — is
homegrown and sincere, by all
accounts. Even Tung's critics
credit him with showing
strength of character under

that goes with a merit-oriented

system. Merit being the dynamo
that energises entrepreneurship
who best can define the parame-
ters of such a change and Im-

plement it in letter and spirit

than a successful en reneur
like Mian Nawaz Sharil, given
that he is the most likely leader
come February? As much as our
democracy is imperfect without
1) a run off election between the
first two candidates if someone
does not get 50 per cent of the
vote in the first round, 2] pro-
portional representation (PR) to
ensure that the Assemblies
have a rough representation of
all the people on the commen-

surate basis of percentage of
votes cast, and 3] joint elec-
torate so as to do away with the
inordinate weightage given
presently to minority represen-
tation. the ple remain the
best judge of what they want for
the future and adult franchise is
the only size way of

their will. The genius of the
people is shortchanged in rela-
tion to democracy by our pre-
sent imperfect system.

Despite the uneasy travails
since Nov 5, 1996, what we have
to ask ourselves is whether we
are better off today than what
we were 60 days ? Since the
answer is almost universall
"yes', we have reason to |
orward to 1997 with hope. The
President has bitten the bullet
at great personal cost in reviv-
ing the nation from the dumps
Benazir had taken us. Posterity
can eulogise him for what he
has done for the sake of this
country in rising to the dictates
of his conscience. Unfortu-
nately having lived in uncer-
tainty and apprehension for so
long, our e have not yet be-

n to eve their good luck in

ing rid of the previous regime
or be to believe In the
manifest for a future without
the shenanigans of the likes of
Benazir and Asif Zardari.

Upcoming New Era as Part of China

siress.

In the opinion of interna-

tional observers, the destiny of
Hong Kong's people will be
largely in the hands of the new
chief executive. He will be the

one to speak for their fears and
aspirations — to the world and

lo a regime in Beifing that is not
used to listening, He will be the
one to stand up for Hong Kong's
interests within a central gov-

ernment riven by the conilict-

ing demands ol powerlul
provinces and bureaucracies, as
well as the current internal
power struggle for top positions
in China.

Def}rin% British and US
rotests, China very recently
egan setting up a new legisla-

ture that will abort and replace
Hong Kong's elected assembl

when British rule ends on July
1. In so doing China was court-
ing fresh accusations that it is
reneging on its promises to pre-
serve Hong Kong's democratic
rights. The big questions now
looming are how long the so-
called provincial legislature
will last, and when Hong Kong
will be allowed to elect its suc-
cessor. Tung Chee-hwa, the
newly electet head of the Hong
Kong government to take over
from July 1, has promised it
will last exactly one year and
that a new one will be elected
partially by direct ballot as
soon as possible, probabl r-
ing the first half of 1998. In this
context, while the outgoing
British governor, Chris Patten,
has urged China to restrain
Chinese interest groups which
have been seeking to assert
their influence in the territory,
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen, has served warning
about limits on press freecdlom.

' —

Marketing Agricultural Produce

500m
wasted annually" was a recent
headline in the papers. The
waste is due to the lack of stor-
age, marketing and distribution
infrastructure in the rural ar-
eas. The situation is not new,
even in the other agricultural
and rural-based sectors.

Later press reports indicated
that the BN bodies and the for-
eign aid agencies are paying at-
tention to the sectoral weak-
nesses. The government is
the institutional
weaknesses for many decades,
but the leaking of official inter-
est and follow-through is slow
outside the metropolis. Every-
thing is being conducted from
Dhaﬁa. hence hoary Dhaka has
become the Sindbad carrying
the old man on the back who re-
fuses to come down.

The Upazila Parishad is
supposed to set things right. but
even this institution (formerly
the Union Council) is playing
the hide and seek role in our
ever-changing political sce-
nario.

While drums are beaten
about higher yields and produc-
tion, the marketing mechanism
from the rural to the urban ar-
eas continues to be weak. This
is a fundamental problem in
the LDCs and DCs — the whole
system does not work even tol-
erably well; there are too many
weak chains causing bottle-
necks and overall inefficiency.

It has to be realised that the
huge systems loss is greater in
undertaking BMRs ol projects
which are new and passing
through the initial teething
stige (BMRs are for old estab-
lished systems). How many
times we have to start from
zero?

It is not that the planners do
not know their job or the local
environment, but something

wrong somewhere in the
planning. allocation, or im-
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the national sectors. There are
many examples: sudden short-
age of gas feeding the estab-
lished or new industries; the
shortage of power could not be
forecast during short-term re-
views: neglect of IWT and unde-
veloped ferry ghats; neglect of
controlled expansion of the
megacities, weak uncoordinated
development of the rural coops;
mysterious short supply of
butter and milk; the ama-
teurish running of the stock ex-
changes; the defaulter culture;
the outmoded banking and legal
systems, the over-crowding in
the jails (population growth
there alsol).

From time to time, there
have been proposals for the
quick development of canning
and cold-storage facilities [in
new areas) for perishable agri
products such as fruits. vegeta-

bles, dairy, and fish: but the
take-off period always seems to
linger into indifference. The
}"lth rate of green vegetables in
Bangladesh is one the highest
in the world (even without the
modernised methods). consid-
ering the soil. water and cli-
mate. A little official patronage
and some private investment
can work wonders in this long-
neglected sector

There is a tendency to pubili-
cise the low production cost and
cheap retail prices, ignoring the
mobility factor from the pro-
ducer to the consumer (whether
in the local or export market)
Quality-control is seen only in
the papers and documents:
Also. the middleman has to be
targeted for modernisation
practices; he is a big bug.

It is hoped that the coming
L/pazila elections will set into
motion the proper administra-
tive machinery for integrated
development of rural market-
ing lin and out). The farmers
cannol prosper living in non-

marketing islands. cut off from I
the business interactions. The
producers have to interface
with the sellers and the market,
which is not the case tradition-
ally — exploitation has been the
name of the game for genera-
tions.

The sad truth is that the
agriculture sector is not attract-
ing private investment. Rural
marketing cannot be left to the
public sector in the 21st cen-
tury. With official encourage-
ment of agricultural moderni-
sation, the private sector will
not feel shy. Without an attrac-
tive mechanism for the circula-
tion of money in the rural ar-
eas, the investment-wallas will
seek other pastures (having
burnt the ﬁnp%er at the crazy
stock exchange).

It is vicious circle. At the
moment the government ma-
chinery is engaged in attracting
foreign investment for con-
sumers and services mainly for
the urban areas. The rural
coops need be reorganised in a
big way to react quickly to the
market forces. The government
is engaged in this exercise, but
the results are not noticeable in
a big way.

eorientation is urgently
needed through the announce-
ment of high-level pelicy tai-
lored to spotlight investment to
benefit the rural infrastructure.
This is a big virgin field. with-
out much competition, for years
to come.

More juice needs to be in-
jected into the proposed Accel-
erated District Approach (ADA]
of the governmentl in coopera-
tion with some UN {n_gvnclea in
Bangladesh The implica-
tions are looming before the de-
veloping countries; hence in-
creased activities in the rural
sector cannot be overempha-
sised for building up a solid
base and bac with rural
foundations to assist the local

and for markets. not oniv
cost-wise, but also qullit_'f-mu)




