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MAN OF THE YEAR (996
award goes to (he UNKNOWN
MUKTIJODDHAS but for
whose patnotism and sacri-
lice we would not hiave been
free and independent,

Read the MAN OF THE
YEAR storv in our special 48-
page year-end Star magazine

January 3. 1997. It will
contain overview articles omn
important national events.
Don't miss the exciting
year-end issue, and our tribute
to the Unknewn Muktijod-

dhas.
Roundtable

Excerpts from the speeches
of the participants in The
Daily Star Roundtable on
‘How to Create a People-
Friendly Legal System' held in
the city on Dec 28. Page 6 |

Lottery draw
The resuits of the lottery

draw of public issues of The
Meghna Vegetable Oil Indus-

mﬁsunPngEaE&Ei. J

— Inside Today

Article

Back to the
Future, With
Hope

Column : As [ See It

by Ikram Sehgal
Page 4

International

Signing of Hebron
accord likely
Lankan troops mount
fresh offensive against
Tigers
Page 7

Business

Sonali Bank to revive
Bikalpa scheme

Iran, Turkey conside-

ring joint oil pipeline

Pages 12, 13

NEWS BRIEFS

PM to open Int'l
Short Film festival

The 5th International Short
and Alternative Film Festival
begins at the Central Public
Library auditorium in city to-
morrow, Prime Minister Shei-
kh Hasina is expected to
inaugurate the 9-day festival,
said a press release of the
Bangladesh Short Film Forum
yesterday, reports UNB.

SC reopens
tomorrow

By SC Correspondent

The Supreme Court of
Bangladesh reopens Lomorrow
after the winter vacation. Both
the High Court and the Appe-
llate divisions of the Supreme
Court went on vacalion on
December 15. During the vaca-
tion, only a single bench com-
prising Justice AM Mahmudur
Rahman sat on December 17-19
and 22-24 [or hearing of Lhe
urgerit matters.

Electronic goods
stolen in city

By Staft Correspondent
Electronic goods worth
about Tk 1.5 lakh were report-
edly stolen fromm a shop at
Narinda under Sutrapur thana
in the city early yesierday.
Thieves broke open the gatle of
the shop. Paradise Eleclronics
Works, at 73, Narinda. and took

away the goods. said police. A
case was fled.

to be published on Friday. (| |
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Ganges water will flow down
the Farakka Barrage to Bangla-
desh from today as per the 30-
year water sharing treaty with
India. '

The Ganges water sharing
treaty was signed by the prime
ministers of Bangladesh and
India in New Delhi on Decem-
ber 12. |

Engineers of the two coun-
tries, under the aHS]l)iEEE of the.
Joint Committee, will supervise
the release and record the tlow

of the Ganges waters at four

points from today. The points
are the lower part of the
Farakka Barrage. the Naviga-
tion Leck. the Feeder Canal on
the Indian side and the Har-
dinge Bridge on the Bangladesh
side.

The Joint Committee has
bBeen consiituted as per provi-
sion of the accord and it will "be
responsible for implementing
the arrangements contained in

‘the treaty.”

The Joint Commmittee in its
first meeting in Dhaka on De-
cember 24 completed all neces-
sary modalities and chartt;ﬁ Lhe
terms of reference for the moni-
toring the release and flow of
the Ganges water. o

A team of four Bangladeshi

1403 BS.

engineers led by Azizul Hug
reached” Farakka yesterday to
observe and record the dis-
charpe of the Ganges water at
the lower point of Farakka Bar-
rage. the Navigalion Lock and
the Feeder canal. Indian engi-
neers are also learnl to be in
place for the joint monitoring.

An official of the Water Re-
sources Ministry said yesterday
that the Bangladesh engineers
would record the discharge at
these points and send the data
weekly through the Deputy High
Commissioner's Office in Cal-
cutia.

The Bangladesh monitors
will be provided wilh transport
and accommodation lacilities

. by the Indian government while

all olther rosts will he horne by
the Bangladesh governiment.

The Indian monitors who
are due to be posted al Hardinge
Bridge point are yet Lo come but
sources said they are expected
shortly.

Meanwhile. the level of wa-
ter recorded at Hardinge Bridge
on December 22 was learnt to be
76.277 vuser. Water experls said
the present water level "is saltis-
factory.”

Bangladesh is due to receive

See Page 16 Col 5
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Ganges water treaty
takes effect today

By Staff Correspondent

Ferry service
suspended

From QOur Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Dec 31: The
night ferry services between
Teestamukhghat and Bahadu-
rabad were suspended {rom
loday following on alarming
[all in the water level in the
Hrahmaputra basin.

The suspension will affect
the passengers of 7-up and 8-
down mail trains, With the
sharp decrease in Lthe water
level of Lthe ferry channel at
Kalasona, Rasoolpur and Ga-
jaria points, ferry boals are
now plying during day time
only.

The Chief Engineer of West-
ern Railway. Lalmonirhat has
meanwhile changed the time
schedule of the Eketa Inter City
Express train to avoid lerrying
the passengers ai night. 7-up
and 8-down mail trains will
now move f{rom Dinaal::ur to
Teestamukhghat and f{rom
Dhaka to Bahadurabad ghat.
Passengers have been advised 1o
cross the river at their own
risk.

The first ever Bangabandhu
Cup Silver Jubilee of Indepen-
dence Football Tournament
began at the Dhaka National
Stadium yesterday. reports
UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, the eldest daughter of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the chief patron of
the tournament, formally inau-
gurated the 11-day club lJevel in-
ternational meet at a colourful
ceremony at 3.50 pm.

Hundreds of multi-coloured
balloons, four groups of pi-
geons, and a good number les-
toons were released while 16
flags ol participating teams,
soeccer related hodies alongwith
the national llag displayed all

See Page |6 Caol 7

Abahani beat
Malaysia 1n
opening fie

Sports Reporter
Abahani Krira Chakra were
off to a sound stari in the
Bangabandhu Cup interna-
tional football tournament, de-
feating Malaysia Blue 2-1 in the
inaugural match at the floodlit
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

The local giant led the first-
half by twe goals to nil with
striker Sourav Raju and Tipu
notching one apiece in guick
succession. For (he visitors,

custodian Arman Quuar pulled
See Page 16 Col 6

Bangabandhu Cup

-

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina waving at the spectators

soccer begins
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during the inaugural ceremony of the Bangabandhu Cup
Football Tournament at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

"Govt has broken
backbone of
farmers’

BNF Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan yester-
day warned the government
that his party would scon build
resistance instead of protesting
the 'conspiracy' to run Par-
litament without Opposition,
reports UNB.

“The government has hat-
ched a conspiracy so that the
Opposition cannot return to
Parliament. They did not held
any formal or informal discus-
sion with us to resolve the crisis
through meeting our demands,”
he said. |

The BNP leader was address-
ing a meeting organised on Lthe
occasion of 16th founding an-
niversary of the Jatiyatabadi
Krishak Dal, the peasant front
of BNP, at the party central of-
fice in the evening.

Bhuiyan said the BNP wants
a democratic aunosphere in the
country which was being de-
stroyed by the ruling parly and

See Page 16 Col ]
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AI_; ENP soften stance

By Nazmul Ashraf

Both the ruling Awami
League and the major opposi-
tion party m the Jativa
Sangsad, BNFP. have soltened
their stance, signaling a solu-
tion to the stalemate in the
House caused by the latier's ah-
stention Irom atlending the
SeSS1011.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, leaders of both the
sides expressed theiwr desire o
resolve Lhe main issues that
created the stalemate. The BNFP
has heen demanding what 11
calls neutrality ol Lthe Speaker
in running the House and imn-
partial coverage of the proceed-
ings by Lhe Bangladesh Televi-

*sjion (BTV).

The leaders also showed ea-
gerness 1o ensure thal Parlia-
merit sits with miembers of both
{the bencties when its {irst ses-
sion of the new yeaur begins on
January 15 nexl. | |

BNP walked out of the House
on November {}. the fourth
warking day of the last session

lo press its 10-point demand
which include "neutral” role of
the Speaker and the BTV and

halting “repression” on ils
workers. Later, the parly came
down to only three demands —

neutrality of the Speaker. fair
coverage by the BTV and release
of detairied party workers.

Asked il his Farty would ini-
tiate any iresh dialogue to bring
BENP back to the House, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Adviser to the
Frime Mimster and AL leader
Suranjit Sengupta said, "Hun-
dred times...We're already in
contacl with them. The infor-
mal contacts are being estab
lished at all levels of the BNP."

About the oulcome of the
contacts, Suranjit said, "We're
efting positive response... We

ope they will return to the Par-
liament and won't do any poli-
lics on the issue’.

The Awami League leader,
however. declined to elaborate
BNP Secretary General Abdul

See Page 16 (ol 3
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JCD attacks Ctg
BCL activists:
10 injured

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 31: At
least len persens were injured
in an attack by a group of armed
activists nn the Gasharia col-
lege ¢ampus today, police and
witnesses said.

The victitus were identified
as the activists of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League. Of
them, Jamir Uddin, was admit-
ted to the Chittagong Medical
college hospital with serious
hullet injuries. |

Others were admitted to an-
other hospital. _
~ Police said, a group of a pro-
BNFP Chhatra Dal activists
armed with lethal weapons at-
tacked Lhe pro-Awamid League
BCL supperters on the campus
at 11-15 am when the Principal
was holding a meeting with
some student leaders:

The meeting was held to dis-
cuss ways of ensuring academic
atmosphere on eampus.

During the clash, the stu-
dents were seen running for
safety as gunfire and explosion
of crackers rocked the campus.

The college has been closed
till January 8.

Dist AL meet
at Tangail
cancelled

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Dec 31: A meeting
of the Subject Committee of dis-
trict Awami League, scheduled
lor January 4, was cancelled to-
day due to “confliet” among the
leaders, according to party
SOUTCes.

The meeting of the Subject
Committee was earlier fixed by
the central committee of
Awami League after the council
session of the district unit of
the party ended in a fiasco on
December 7.

According te sources in the
party Chhatra League is divided
into two %ru_ups. One of the
groups is led by Azad Siddik
and Murad Siddiky. bot
younger brothers of Latif Sid-
diky and Kader Siddiky. The
other is run by Rana and Bappi
and is linked with AL leader
Shamsur Rahman Khan and a
party MP Abdul Mannan. Rana

8 | and Bappi are also nephews of

Shamsur Rahirarn Khan, -
Palice spurces said at least
50 activists belonging Lo these

See Page 16 Col 4
Shooting spree on
BL College campus

KHULNA, Dec 31: Unidenti-
fied gunmen intruded into BL
University College and wen! on
a shootout creating panic
among the students and teach-
crs, reporils UNB.

College sources said a band
of youths wearing lungi and
half-pants swept into the cam-
pus through its main gate at
11:30 am, firing guns. They
disappeared through another
gate alter liring some 20 1o 25
tunshots m the air.

During the shooling spree,
the panicky students were seen
running helter-skelter for safe
shelter,

JCD tounding
anniversary
today

The 18th lounding anniver-
sary ol Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal [JCD), the student wing of
BNP. will be observed today, re-
ports LUUNB.

To observe the day. the JCD
will hold a meeting in front of
Jatiya Press Club at 2 pm. BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition Begum Kl..leda Zia
is expected to address the waet
ing.

Eﬂ't‘:put}" Leader ol Lhe Oppos:i-
tion Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, BNP Secrelary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, DUCSU VP Amanul-
lah Aman and other BNP and
JCI) leaders will also speak on
the occasiont.

JCD President Shahid Uddin
Chowdhury Annie will preside
over the meeling.

By Staff Correspondent

Welcome 1997. Happy New
Year today.

As the clock clicked 12 last
night, the New Year began with
hopes for a better future.

Over 120 million people of
Bangladesh join the world
community in welcoming the
New Year with renewed pledge
to build a happier motherland
and to make the Mother Earth
more peaceful and glorious,

The New Year's Eve celebra-
lions were marked with ex-
change of greetings and pleas-
antries, feasts and parties. Fire
works and explosion ol crack-
ers by revelers broke the silence
as the clock stuck zere hours.

1 the capital, )

a jubllant mood, celebrating the
first hours of the New Year.
Many cily dwellers were seen
busy yesterday evening buying
greeting cards and flowers [or
' near and dear ones. Jubilant
people were seen hoping from
one family-party or social
gathering to another last night.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police {DMP) fanned out in the
city in 10 special teams to con-
tain unruly revellers.

The year that passed was
marked with some historic
events. In the world scenario,
some positive developments
took place in 1996. Peace has
been restored in the Balkan,
Middle East peace process comn-
linued and many countries saw
advancement ol democracy.

Let: this smile remain in the years to come.

opls were Q.

Afganistan

— Star pheto by AKM Mohsin

Ele Daily Star
Wiskes Its valued readers,
well-wishers. patrons
anad adverisers.a
Happy New Year

There were some tragic
events alsg. Peace remains a
nightmare in trouble torn
] and Kashmir,
Rwanda is in flames with the
Hutus and the Tutsis fighting
eaclh other.

In Bangladesh, some memo-
rable evenis overshadowed
many pangs and agony this
year. The country witnessed
peaceful transfer of power
ithrough a fair election. making
another milestone in consoli-
dating democracy and cele-
brated the Silver Jubilee of its
victory in the War of Liberation

See Page 16 Col 5
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Unite to ensure

Prosperous
future: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed her good
wishes to the people of the coun-
try on the eve of New Year's Day,
reports B5S5.

In a message to the nation,
the Prime Minister expressed
her optimism thatl the New Year
will bring peace and prosperity
to the nation. She said in the
light of experiences of the
eventtul 1996, we would be able
to carry the nation forward in
1997, '

She called upon the people,
irrespective of political ideol-
ogy and belief, to join hands
for carrying the nation forward
and ensuring a prosperous fu-

. ture for the postierity.

'97 to bring about
a democratic

atmosphere:
Khaleda

BNFP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia called for a re-
newed pledge on the threshold
of new year to protect country’s
independeénce and sovereignty
and hoped 1997 would brin
about a democratic and peacefu
almosphere in national life. re-
ports UNB.

"We are entering the new
yvear on the brink of a total cri-
sis in state and social life,” she
observed in a message on the
eve of New Year's Day.

Begum Zia conveyed her
heartiest greetings to couniry-
men, and wished them happi-
ness and prosperity.

- She, however, noted with
dissatisfaction that 1996 would
be . marked as a year of selling
out the country's political inde-
pendence as well as territorial
sovereignty.

The BNP chairperson ac-
cused the Awami League gov-
ernment of signing 'unequal
andd weak' Ganges water-shar-
ing treaty with India, giving its
consent to allow India to use

See Page 16 Col 4

Feni Jubo League

' leader shot dead

Jahangir Alam. 24, a Jubo
League leader of Lernua Union
of Feni Sadar thana was shot
“dead by a group ef unidentified
assailants on Monday night,
reporis BSS. |

Aecording to police, the vic-
tim was shot dead by the mis-
creants near Terobaria Bazar
while returning home i{rom
Lemua Bazar. He died on the
spot.

A case was registered with
Feni Sadar thana, but no arrest
was macdle till last night.

Leaders of Feni district Jubo
League condemned the killing
and blamed the armed cadres of
local BNP for the killing.

[t is said that four Jubo
League leaders in different
thanas of the district have been
killed by miscreants in Decem-
her 1996. But police failed to

arrest the alleged killers.
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59 bodiEs_recovered

Bodos invited for

GUWAHATIL. Dec 31: The
government ol the Indian stlate
of Assam today invited tribal
Bodo militants for peace talks
after a passenger train was
bombed Lere. killing scores of
people. reports AFP.

Rescuers so {ar recovered 59
bodies from the crowded train
ripped apart by twe bomb
hlasts. Reuter quoting authori-
lies said today. They expected to
find more victims In the twisted
wreckage.

But officials held out hope
that fewer died than the 300 ini-
tially believed killed.

'thl'ﬁt'. of the train's 19 car-
riages — each cramined with up
o 100 people leaving for the
New Year holiday — were de-
stroyed in the {win blasts alter
the train lefi Kokrajhar Station
1 Assam slale for Delhi
around 7o (1330 GMT) on
Monday police said

peace talks

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
attack, which authorilies
blamed on Bodo tribal guerillas
who have waged a vivlent sepa-
ratist struggle for nearly a
decade.

A police spokesman in
Kokrajhar said none of the es-
timated 160 passengers in the
two sleeper coaches which took
the hrunt of the explosions were
believed 1o have survived.

"It appeared that Lthere were
noe survivors in the (wo
coaches,” he said.

By mid-afternoon today 59
bodies had been recovered at the
site ol 1lie altack in the town ol
Sensapani some 200km west of
Guwahatl, authorities said.

Dozens of mutilated bodies,
some of them children, lay on a
soft rice paddy field near the
tracks.
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