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India stepping up its missile Bl
power ignoring US warning . 1

NEW DELHI, Deec 30
f n& warni frlll the
United States, ais
up its missile c ty after m-

ing ﬁl;)hl.l s o

nsive Test Ban t)r
. reports Reuter.

India successfully tested its
Trishul (Trident) surface-to-air
missile Sunday and said it
would soon test launch an en-
hanced version of its Agni
(Fire) ballistic missile.

Indian defence analysts de-
fended the decision o step up
India's missile . de-
spite concerns ﬂ a possible
arms race with arch-rival
Pakistan. :5-4511',4:1.?| New Delhi
shuuld already have a long-

missile capaci 3.
ndia should go ahead with
the dfpluvnwnl of missiles ol

all ra . A long-range missile
is an absolute necessity.” said
Jasjit Stngh, director of the
Institute ence Studies and

Analysis (IDSA) think-tank.
"Our cities will be unde-
fended without a long-range
missile. Everybody is going
ahead with their missile de-

ﬂuywuﬂln

said an Agni-type
mlml:hr-qulmd thrL d:lgn
tests before

"It will take 10 r:u- for
rmuplﬂmn of these tesis Lo
end,” he said.

"Are we waiting for the en-
emy to arrive next door and
then jump into action?"

The Agni designed to carry
a one-tonne nuclear or conven-
tiopal warhead. was first test-
fired on May 22, 1989, and has
been successfully tested three
times since

The Trishul is one of five

g‘uk:lednnlﬁluluuﬂy

and developed as part of |
ambitious rugrlmme
launched in | to build an ar-

scnal of rockets and missiles.
and has been dubbed by ana-
lysts as India's answer to the
US-made Patriot

Military experts here have
welcomed the resumption of the
Agni - which was put on
hold the previous govern-
ment under intense pressure
from the United States. That

E:Zrnment was voled out in

ashington feared the
Indian missile programme

could trigger an arms race in

Pakistan has also voiced
lears. """f the Indian missile
programme would
lead 10 a race for weapons of
mass destruction in South Asla
The two countries. which
have fought three wars since
1947 and are believed to be in
possession of technology to
make atomic bombs. have re-
the hensive Test
Treaty and the nu-
Clear non-proliferation treaty
"We have a deadline of less

than Lhree “-l I'nr I'.h*,'y

IC By then we ll'ml'd hawve
moved lorward on the nuclear
gtlnn sald Singh. of the

And. wiless we have a deliv-
;ll:y system (ke Agnll why talk
the nuclear option”
Officials sources, speaking
on condition of anonymity,

said though India has deployed

Prithvi (Earth) surface-to-sur-
face missiles, Pakistan has an
with M-1]1 missiles ac-
from China.
“The threat from China is
more serious as it has
a family of missiles with vari-
ous ranges.” one t
i . governmen
India suspects China is shar-

nuclear techn with
stan in vidlation inter-
national commitments. China

is also suspected of selling nu-
clear ring to Pakistan
in 1994 and | 5

Beifing has never acknowl-
edge that the transaction took
place

India and China fought a
brief border war in 1962, but re-
lations between the two Asian
gants have been on the mend in
recent times

Military experts, however.
feel the numlmlm it-
self cannot pr security to
India. whose million-strong

mmcu{thrlugminthc

is faci cash crunch
and a serious > of man

power
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Israeli President Ezer w:llmln

ceremonial arrival at Rashtra

(L) is by Indian
counterpart Shankar Dayal Sharma during a formal

pati Bhavan (Presidential

Palace) yesterday in New Delhi. Weizman, who begins a

groundbreaking state visit to India,

told reporters he

expected an accord on the West Bank city of Hebron very

— " AFP/UNB photo

India, Israel
-
sign 4 accords
1l:ll'«I!;;‘FFi.i‘ [:;ELHI edmf 30: India
and Israel sign ou
ments to promote trade mﬁr&
tural ties hcre today the first
working day of President Ezer
Weizman's groundbreaking
visit. officials said, reports
hF%_l
¢ pacts. signed by Israeli
ambassggur to Iﬂla Yzhn}rﬂdn
Haim and Indian officials in-
cluded technical cooperation
and the exchange of experts in
agriculture, the main stay of
India's farm-dominated econ-
omy they said.
1¢ two sides also signed an
agreement to set up a demon-
stration farm near New Delhi to
showcase Israelli technology,
and a cultural exchanges pro-
gramme to celebrate the
creation ol Israel as well as In-
dia’'s 50th year of independence
next year,

SC orders closure
of 292 factories
near Taj Mahal

NEW DELHI, Dec 30: India's
Supreme Court today ordered
around 300 factories near the
Taj Mahal to close within four
months to save the Medieval
mg?ummt from decay, repnrts
A

‘The  Supreme ' Court. a-hu'.l
292, ¢pal:based factories to.
o by April 30, switch to
natural gas and to relocate out-
side the area.

"This is an unconditional
order which cannot be varied.”

the
‘f'he upn:m- Court directive

follows a recent onder made to a

state-run oil refinery near the
Taj Mahal town of Agra to
switch to natural gas.

The executive director of the
state-run Mathura Refinery, JL
Raina. had said a 9.14- jon-
dollar project to replace diesel
fuel with natural gas would be
commissioned shortly.

Bodo rebels blow up
Sy
of northeast India

GUWAHATI. India, Dec 30:
Tribal guerillas blew up a bridge
that forms the main link be-
tween India’'s northeast regions
and the rest of the country, in-
juring seven people, police said
today.

A police officer told Reuters
that ethnic Bodo rebels blasted
the bridge over a small river at
Rakhaldubi, between the towns
of Bijni and Hungaingaun on
National High 1l in the tea
and uli—rlch siatc of Assam, late
on Sunday.

Seven bus Basac rs were

injured by the blast n“ﬁ:ich took
Far:: some 150 km (90 miles)
rom the state capital of
Guwahati, on a highway that
forms the only link between the
northeast and the rest of India.

Kuala Lumpur.

said in Kota Kinabalu.

in China's Guangdong
said here yesterday,

Daily newspaper sai

Armed robbers killed three

wit

and another
car outside

da88¢€

- cal canll(glalgn 0

Most of the victims were found in Keningau, a lo
150 kilometers (95 miles) north of the Sabah state cam
Kinabalu, Police Inspector Hussein Yusof told The
Press in a telephone interview.

Keningau had been claimed by relatives, a flood con
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Guatemalan President Alvaro Arzu (C) lights a peace torch with Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) commander Rolando Moran (2nd R) as a grl, vicum of the
war, looks on Sunday at the La Plaza de la Constitucion in front of the Presidential Palace
in Guatemala City. The government and the URNG signed a historic peace accord ending

36 years of civil war.

ISLAMABAD. Dec 30: In-
terimn Pakistan Prime Minister
Malik Meraj Khalid has called
on people to supfport the politi-

cricket hero
Imran an saying he was a
"good man”, reports AFF.

"The nation needs sincere
and competent government
which will be possible il voters
reject feudal lords” in general
elections scheduled for Febru-
ary 3, the premier said.

Endorsing Khan's drive to
root out "VIP culture” and stem
corruption. Khalid said "Imran
is a pood man."

e was 'sincere” and would
demonsirate a sportsman's
spirit_in politics. he said at a
function Sunday in Lahore.

Khan's wife Jemima. daugh-
ter of British tycoon Sir James
Goldsmith, who arrived from
London the same day with the
couple’'s new born baby. was
also present.

Khalid replaced prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto after her
dismissal on November 5 by
President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari. on accusations of cor-
ruption and mis ment.

Khan formed his Movement
for Justice (Tehreek-i-Insaalf)
Party a week after a bomb ex-

loded on
e founded leaving four le
peop

ERIEFLY

4 die as boats collide in NZ: r...

fishermen were killed and another was missing following a
collision on Sunday night between their boat and a cargo vessel
in Wellington Harbour's narrow entrance channel, police said
yesterday, AFP reports from Wellington.

A sixth crewman on the fishing

Hotilla of rescue boats and a helicopter sped to the scene.

Storm death toll now 163 in Mala

The death toll from a storm that swept northern Bornieo laul
week has reached 163, police said Mp

vessel was rescued after a

onday, AP reports from
tuwn

miatad
twa in

lulﬂcill

All bodies exce

Blastln]]st.lneerChma. Nine

miners were killed in an explosion in two coal pits at Yangchun
province last Tuesday, delayed reports
I reports from Beijing.

The accident was caused by a spark from an electrical switch
that triggered the tdplnsinn of gas in the coal pits, the China

Armed robbers kill 3 in Russia:

ople bringing salaries to e
pln%_rlc:cs of a Russian-South Kg: 4 Sent ed

350 million rubles (dirs 63,
Monday. AP reports from Vladivostok. Russia.

The bodies of the three victims — a driver, a woman cashier
nger — were found close to their abandoned

adivostok in the Russian Far East
police officials told the ITAR-Tass News ager on Saturday,

Lj)nint venture and escaped
00} in cash. police said

ril 14 in a hospital

— AFP/UNB phnt.u

GUATEMALA CITY. Dec 30

"The government and leftist
rebels signed a historic peace
agreement on Su ending 36
rﬂrl nl Hﬂl war in Guatemala,

Thr al 541
Fm {}H'ﬂ al the National
lace president Alvaro
Arzu lnd leaders of the
Guatemalan National

Revolutionary Unity (URNG)

The treaty ends the region’s
tinated 180,000 peopls @ied and
50.000 o

The lavernmtnt and the
URNG signed a ceasefire in Oslo
December 4 and another agree-
ment on December in
Stockholm on constitutional
reforms.

AP adds: Outgoing UN
Secretary-General Boulros
Boutros-Ghali. a witness to the
ilgnll of the Guatemala peace

.'described it as one the
mnﬂ sa acts of his term.

“Today, as | leave office, | am
gratified to witness the signing
of this agreement.® Boutros-
Ghali told Guatemalan guerrilla
and governmenl represen-
tatives and some 1,200 foreign
dignitaries on Sunday.

“For the first time; there is

The caretaker premier also
announced the hﬂmg of ban
imposed by Benazirs govern-
ment on Khan Advertising on
the state run television to col-
lect donations for his hospital.

In his hour-long speech he
lambasted politicians who
started bickering over personal
interests and ignored national
ISsues,

He said he had advised Khan
not to retaliate with abusive
language when his opponents
indulged in mudslidging. "But
sometime it becomes t-:--:: diffi-
cult for him even to remain

= | Interim Pak PM.‘mes people
to support Imran's campaign

calm.  Khalid said.

Khan str that he en-
tered itics to the coun-
t “looters and plunderers”
arﬁ(e‘ged that Benazirs spouse
Asif Ali Zardari personally in-
tervened to block donations of
drugs and r.:l[uipmtnt from

i

pharmaceuty and
medical firms to his ital.

Zardari. a former invest-
ment minister is in jail in con-
nection with the murder of Be-

nazir's es ed brother Mur-
taza in a ice shootout in
Karachi on ember 20,

China hails trend towards
multi-polar world order

BEIJING. Dec 30: China
wamed today against reinforc-
ing military alliances, saying

Cold War ideology lived on. re-
ports Reuler,

in-an apparent dig at the
United States, it also hailed
what it called a trend towards a
multi-polar political and eco-
nomic World Order.

“The practice of reinforcing
military alliances runs counter
to the current tide of peace and
development, and will have to

arouse t concern among the
people.” Vice-Premier ian
Qichen was quoted by the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency as say-
ing.

g"‘[hl: Cold War has ended but
conirontational 'Cold War
thinkmﬁ‘ still exists.” said
Qiarn. who is also foreign minis-
ler.

Qian did not name specific
largets for Beijing's ire but the
remarks c y followed a visit
by Premier Li Peng to Russia.

— R W SR e

Govt-rebel sign peace
accord in Guatemala

peace throughout the region
with dfmn-rrlticilly rkrted

p-mlid-rnln in each country ™ he

Bmﬂrm Ghalf's presence al
the formal signi ceremony
was a reminder the crucial
role the United Nations has
played in drawing Central
Americas last and longest war
o a close.

1 want to show that the UN
is a universal organisation
lending its attention to the five
continents of the world. "
Boutros-Ghall told reporters
Saturday before leaving United
Nations headquarters In New
York

Guatemalans remembered
the tens of thousands who died
in their country's civil war, de-
termined that past horrors are
:ml f ten amid celebrations
or ace accord bei
signed humE .

Meanwhile, joyous
Guatemalans arxdous to put the
36-year conflict beht them
crowded the main plaza outside
the National Palace, where the
government and guerilla rebels
were Lo gather lor the signing

ceremony at 5 pm local Uml:
(2300 m}n P

P

GOVt teBels softén stands
on hostage crisis in Peru

LIMA. Peru. Dec 30: Rebels
offered a morale-boosting
taw;:ur to [heir 83 remainin

aﬁ: positions o

'I'upac iaru and the
Peruvian governimment appeared
to soften as the standoff neared
its third week. reporis AP

Tupac Amaru guerillas hold-
ing diplomats and businessmen
in the home of the Japanese
ambassador have stopped utter-
ing their k that hun-
dreds of fellow rebels be freed
lrom Peruvian prisons, and
they have not repeat their ini-
tial threat to execute hostages.

release 20 hostages on
Saturday. after President Al-
berto Fujimori sent a Cabinet
minister to initiate direct gov-
ernment contact with the
rebels. The move was a depar-
ture from Fujimori's stated
policy of not negotiating with
“terrorists.”

Whether the negotiator, Edu-
cation Minister Domingo
Palermo, gave anything in re-
turn for the freedom of 20 is
not clear.

Guerillas initially seized
some 500 hos during a gala
cocktail party on Dec 17, But in
staged releases that began al-
most immediately the number
has been redu to 83, a figure
that analysts say is much more
manageable for the 20 or so
rebel captors.

In a move Sunday sure to
bolster the hostages. the Red
Cross said that the rebels would
permit hostages to send mes-
sages to their families on Mon-
day. and that it would deliver
the replies the following day.

The Dominican ambassador
to Peru. one of those released
Saturday. described his 12 days
in captivity as stressful.
lived moments of great tension
inside. One never knows on
what thread life hangs.,” Jose
Ramon Diazhe said Sunday.

As tlime wears on. the
guerillas — who appear to be
seeking a political role in their
country through their act — will
find it increasingly difficult to
sully their image by harming
the captives.

AFP adds: Japanese Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
has praised Peruvian President
Alberto Fujimori for his efforts
to bring the hostage crisis in
Lima to a peaceful conclusion, a
Foreign Ministry official said
today.

In a letter handed over to
Fujimori on Sunday through
the Japanese Embassy in Peru.
the premier said he "respects
President Fujimor's efforts to
resolve this incident in a peace-
ful manner.,” the official said,
reading a summary of the let-
ler's contents.

= - s
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Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat (R) shakes
hands yesterday with Israeli Defence Minster Yitzhak
Mordechai before they began negotiations aimed at
reaching an accord on the redeployment of the Israeli
army from the West Bank city of Hebron. The two
reportedly remamed optimistic after the talks and spoke of
a meeting between Arafat and Israeli Premier Benjamin

Netanyahou soon to wrap up a deal.

— AFP/UNB photo

_and their strategic sites.’

——_—

GARABAGH. Alghanistan.
Dec 30 Four bombs were

dl'uppl:d on Qarabagh. north of
Kabul. today mtl Taliban
as the fron came under

vy-n.illeryhrc witnesses
AFP.

said, reports
ﬂpgdukhni Su-22 ?u;lnhc:'
two pairs o
ve bombs on the mlgh
cam.u.?f the Bazaar. but no
ties were reported as the
bazaar was deserted.
The Taliban Islamic mlljtj.l
which captured Qara a
lightning attack on r‘ida}f
have dug-in a few kilometres
(miles) north of the town where
their frontlines also came
under heavy artillery fire.
Several tanks and armoured
figh vehicles went forward
to red ce the Taliban lines.
and more waited in reserve in
Qarabagh Bazaar

"There was an infantry
attack last night against us. but
we gave up no ground.” said
Taliban returmning from the
frontline

said there was a two-
hour attack by the coalition
forces of ex-government troops
under commander Ahmed Shah
Masood. now in alliance with
the ethnic Uzbek forces of

Qarabagh

northern warlord general
Abdul Rashid Dostam and the
minority Shiile religious sect
under Kanim Khalili.
The squad of Taliban
s admitied they were ex-
ujahedeen from the Hezb-i-
Islami faction of former prime
minister Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar. who along with
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani, fled Kabul when it fell
lo the Taliban September 27.

6 killed in Lankan
fighting

COLOMBO. Dec 30: Tamil
Tiger rebels lrﬂ:lul.hnd a mili-

tary patrol in northern Sri
Lanka ki three

e Bt Bl msor Bt
at sev-

eral Sinhalese farmers

in a rice paddy in the eastern

A:npnra dutrict killi one

In another

a road near the northern
city ol Jafina shortly after dusk
omn

Oft the Recorc

to use a floating prison s

Floating

LONDON Tthrm-hg;rrn
to

ment said on Sunday it planned

house hundreds of convicts as a

means of easing overcrowding in conventional jails. reports

Reuter

Prisona Minister Anne Widdecombe r
rnmn reformers that use of the jail sh
rought to Britain from its mooring

ejected criticism from
resolution. being
York s Hudson

River  'was a throwback to the pﬂlﬂn "hulkl' of the Victorian

Times

1 have seen some rather stupid c
Widdecombe sa

today with the hulks
Iruir;rndrnt television news

risons in the press
in an interview with

[1t's nothing like that at all. It's modern . it has a gymnasium,

it has exercise In the fresh air

would expect an ordinary

It has all the things that we

to have. "

The resolution, to be moored off the south coast port of

FPortland. is expected to take u
umnlh lo reduce pressure on

grm-h jails

soners from next
. which house an

lation of about 58 000

T'l'l-t rat-i

prison hulks described in Charles Dickens

novel “Great Expectations” were used to house convicts nnﬂ.::
transportation to Australia. Conditions were cram
insanitary, leading to the deaths of many inmates

Hair eating doll

ROCK HILL, South Carolina: When the day-care centre called

and told Gatl Spears that a C

Patch doll had taken a bite

out of her daughter's hair, she almost didn't believe it. reports

AP

‘I thought, This is so silly. A doll attached to her head?™
But sure enough, on the day after Christmas, a doctor had to

cul 7-year-old Hanna

Patch Snack Time Kid, adding her to a growi
snared by the doll which is supposed to "eat”

and other fake food.

s locks to free her from the

el uﬁ?.?'g"ﬁ
astic french

"It looked really bad. She was :-crtaml nnti trying to hold
the doll away from hey, and the jaws jost kep Eﬂtng and going.”
said Mrs. Spears, adding that hnrdamm' with a raised

welt on her scalp,
At least six hair-ea
Christmas, three of whic

dolls have no on-off switch, and

s haveé been r unne

occurred in South Carolina. The
parents reported cutting hair,

pulling batteries out or destroying the doll to make it stop its
chewing motiorn,

........

e s am i LN yLE )

B

T‘uunt}' four year old Katia Brisson is cruwned Mmu Hml‘a
1996 i1n the country's first-ever beauty pageant, on
Sunday. Brisson; a medical student who studies in the
Dominican Republic, won with her response to a question

about domestic violence.

— Reuters/UNB photo

Sharp warning issued against non-Arab Iran, Israel, Turkey

8 Arab states slam Iran for missile

deployment on disputed Gulf islands

CAIRO, Dec 30: Eight Arab
nations on Sunday delivered
sharp warnings to three non-
Arab neighbours — Iran, Israel
and Turkey, and pledged to de-
fend each other in the face of
aggression, reports AFP,

In statements at the end of a
twmdaﬁ ministerial meeting
here. the six members of the
Gulf ation Council (GCC],
together with Syria and Egypt,
criticised Iran over its deploy-
ment of missiles on three dis-
puted Gulf islands.

The eight nations, meeting
under the Damascus
Declaration, also warned Israel
that its hardline policies risked
ucllnung Il;finnni tensions

on Turkey to re-
vicw Itl mililar}r cooperation
with the Jewish state.

The statement expressed
"strong concern about Iran's de-
ployment of ground-to-ground
missiles in the Arab Gulf, in-
cluding the three occupied
"Uni Arab Emirate illnndn
of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and
Lesser Tunb.

Iran’'s action represents a
"direct threat to the Gulf
Cooperatiom Council countries
the

statement said, calling
Tehran to "abstain frnm nIl
measures likely to compromise
security and stability in the
Gulf region.

The eight, which include
GCC states — Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, drew up a commit-
ment on Sunday to defend each

other incase of aggression
against any one of them, an
E an official said.

“In the event of armed ag-
gression against a member
country by an Arab or non-
Arab nation, member states
commit to taking immediately
any individual or collective

measure to repel the es-
sion,” according to the "\1-
ment.

8 in 1991 after the Gulf
War to facilitate economic and
security ration between
Arab members of the US-led
coalition which drove Iragi
troops from Kuwait., the
Damascus Dm:llrltlnn has
the meeting un

J hefLre he
ust t
T ‘?"“"‘J.
oreign Minister
called on lran to llup

‘creating problems in the Gulf."

The Damascus Declaration
nations affirmed the UAE's
right to the sovereignty of the
three islands and “reiterated
their demand to the Iranian

government to bring its occupa-
tion to an end '

They also called on Tehran

to stop building installations
on the islands and urged the use
of peaceful means. such as the
International Court of Justice,

to resolve the di

eration between r
ties in the Middle East is linked
to the Israeli retreat from occu-
pied Arab territories ”

ments
Clinton against Jewish settle

On the Middle East peace
ocess. the eight nations said -
e installation of real coop-
regional

Without mentioning the ac

cord expected soon on an Israeli

illout from most of the West
ank town of Hebron. the

staternent said that if the gov
ernment of

Netanyahu continued its hard
line

Benjamin

‘it could reduce (the peace
ess| to nothing and risks

L

While praisi
by US

recent com-
dent Bill

ment of Palestinian territories.
the statement called on the
United States to "guarantee that
American financial aid ({to
Israel) is not used to relaunch
the settlements which threaten
the peace process "

e Damascus group also

w its support for Syria
and Lebanon in the face of

Israeli "threats and provoca-
tion aimed at confirmi the
occupation” of the Golan

Heights and South Lebanon.
and called for the resumption ol
peace talks between the :
which were suspended in
February

The eight also called on
Ankara to ‘review ils military
and security accords with lsrael
in a manner that does not com:-
promise the security of Arab
states *

In February. Turkey and
Enrarl endorsed a strategic co

ration pact in defiance ol
n jections by several Arab
states and since then they have
struck up acconds an joint mil
tary manoeuvyres and a deal for
israel to help finance a mod

ernisation rogramme for
Turkey's F-4 x(htﬂ alrcraft



