& has been anything but normal for over
two weeks. Terrorists belonging to rival lactions ol
Chhatra League have been fighting each other with
guns at the cost of making the townspeople a
hostage to constant panic. The government had to
act and so it did on Friday night. Among other

things in a strong showing against the terror, the
raided the houses of ruling party MPs Kader

Siddiky and Latif Siddiky in search of Azad Sid-
diky, their brother and one with 19 criminal cases

t him and lately wanted for his part in the
current 20-day Tangail nightmare They got him
but failed to recover any arms from there. The MP
brothers obstructed police in apprehending Azad
and themselves took him to a court on the morrow I
where Azad surrendered and was sent to jail. Kader
Siddiky held a press conference on Saturday to
demand the sacking of the Home Minister for his
‘failure to maintain law and order.

The government action speaks of courage, de-
termination and its sincerity in stamping out ter-
rorism — whatever the source it springs from.
Kader Siddiky is a national hero and a majority of
our people hold him in unique esteem and rever-
ence for his matchless performance in the Libera-
tion War. One thought that not so much the gov-
ernment but he should have been able to put an end
to the Tangail reign of terror. He and his remark-
able family hold absolute power and influence in
the area.

If the government has been determined enough
to go after such a charismatic hero and a leader of
the ruling party in search of perpetrators of the
Tangail terror, all Mr Siddiky can now do in con-
sonance with the great admiration he commands
nationally, is to cooperate with his own party gov-
ernment. He must not allow himself to be seen as
anyhow siding with those of his brothers who have
been identified by police and long known by the lo-
cal populace as leading one of the terrorist gangs.
We want him to act as the national hero he is.

It is in the press that the high-level police and
administration meeting which worked out the de- |
tails and the schedule of the raid was leaked much
before the coming of the action. If this cannot be
healed, the best of intentions behind the anti-ter-
rorism protestations of the governments will
hardly come to anything. The nation is interested
in seeing an early end to Tangail terror and also
such vigilance as would insure against recurrence
of this abomination anywhere else in Bangladesh.

Let's See

Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) has
chipped in with its share in the fact-finding efforts
and urges going all around over the unabated
slump trend of the bourses in the same stunnin
manner they had skyrocketed earlier in the year.
committee with the VC of J imagar Univer- |

A

sity at the head was formed last Thursday to hunt |

— in tandem with another of its kind. a committee
formed by the government earlier — the manipula-
tive forces and factors in the whole phenomenon of
the highly unhealthy and unstable roller coaster
ride of fortune. It is a welcome decision; for any
move that may contribute to the unearthing of that
alleged racket responsible for the plight of the
rather innocent and inexperienced small in-
vestors, has an air of automatic justification. It
may not appear very productive in the sense it is
not going to bring any material solatium for the 's-
laughtered innocents’ as described by an interna-
tional journal recently but it will certainly lead to
the maturation of the stock market forces.
Although the SEC and the Finance Minister
sounded pretty optimistic about the investigative
rospective of the committee, more people in the
ow have expressed their skepticism. Most of
them are of the opinion that the members culled in
the committee do not have enough insight into the
ups and downs of the stock market. It would not be
irrelevant to mention here that academic back-
ground may not necessarily prove a very effective
criterion in picking people for similar investiga-
tive enterprise. Practical knowledge or dealing ex-
perience could prove more facilitatory to that pur-
. Now that a committee has been formed to de-
the hands behind the mess at the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) and the Chittagong Stock Ex-
change (CSE), we expect it to go about the task in
the most transparent manner. Ideally, it should
complement work of the government one and not
end up reaching ineffectual conclusions. The entire
of the bourses in Bangladesh has so far
thrived on the appalling want of professionalism.
We hope the professionalism in this sector will be-
n with the probe committees. And who does not
ow the vastness of the word professionalism?

What A Shame!

A national daily first broke the news of the re-
cent barbarous incident in Chlttafung — an inci-
dent made of the ultimates in cruelty and indignity
and violation of the human person rolled into one.
The mastaans of a centrally located area in that
city started teasing two college-going sisters in the
mahalla. Exasperated, the father of the girls com-
plained to the fathers of the culprits. oun
ruffians came in a body as if to apologise, golt
the hnul::d ftrlf:mdingfllc. beat up the parents and
gang-ra e daughters at gunpoint. The ents
were made to witness the cri%nuc.p'I?he ﬂcumﬂpalrmv:.
as a result, been traumatised into silence bordering
on loss of speech. Attempts to report on the crimi-
nals would only throw them further into the vortex
of inhumanity, this seems to be the conviction of
the affected ones.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Home Min-

ister Rafiqul Islam acted as soon as they read the
news. Chittagong wﬂoucc and CID are all now busy
unearthing the whole thing and catching all the

ts.
mm the follow-up was sadder still. The problem
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HE 30-year Ganges Walter
Treaty for sharing the
water of the G at
l"lrl.hhhubnmhllhdﬁﬂw
Tﬂeﬂmnﬂnym
that a -term treaty

has assurance
that M.ﬂ?::uu of water will
be available in the driest

period. The constraints and the
suff of the le of
south-west and

News media hailed
the treaty. Some columnistis
wrole r pictures so much
that with the | tation
of the treaty most of the dead
and dying rivers will regain
their in the dry season.
The reality of the situation will

be observed by all with
due tation ol the Wa-
ter Treat

The Ganges Water Treaty

provided for water sharing ar-
rangements from 1st January
lo 31 May every year according
to a formula given in Annexure
| while a detailed schedule for
sharing arrangements is given
in Annexure Il The critical
time of the dry season is identi-
fied from Ist March to 10th
May Occasionally the flow is
drastically reduced in last 10
days of April between 21st and
30th. During these critical pert-
ods, in six ten-day periods,

sh and In will al-

lc.m-ﬂ 35.000 cusecs of
water. ﬁmt}f also

that in case of an m dur-
ing review. which will be held
every five years for any read-
justment, Bangladesh will get
ninety per cent ol her share till
the matter is resolved between
the two countries

During my sojourn to Ra
jshahi in the third week of De
cember. 996, | visited the
Ganges at Rajshahi near the T

head groin Hundreds of people
visil the place every day in the
evening | talked lo a few ol
them ey are eagerly waiting

for the 1st January when they
expecl 10 see Lthe results visible
signs that the water level and
the discharge increase appre:
ciably in the Ganges.

Available records show the

The Ganges Water

e FOOawl '-l.l nat hs een C ]
water sharing, has opened up a new
. Let us take the
water level at Rampur-Boalia at  level of 4.7M is needed. This
on 30th Nov for the r'
7 years are below: di
30 November 1996 1286M which
1996 1280M enough
1994 11.74 M pump
1993 1207 M In
1992 11.62M the water level of the
1991 11.72M Hardinge
1990 11.38M reasons.
22 December 1996 1195M GK will be at risk.
1995 11.04 M Dredging will be needed to keep
1994 11.03M the mouth of the intake open
1993 1086 M for the dry season Irlt':ﬁ:mm.
1992 11.11 M Uncertainty of availability of
1991 1065M  water for the last t years
Normally during the per was a serious const t in the
in the first ten days of Jan GK project. The project could
after withdrawal of 40, not su the water needed by

cusecs in the feeder canal for
Calcutta port should be around
70,000 cusecs for Bangladesh.
The average availability of 40
years from 1949 to 1988 as
shown in the annexure [l of the
trﬂi{.. provides that in the first
ten days ol January the actual

avallability is | 07 516 cusecs
and B h will be getting
around 67.516 cusecs. There

should not be any difficulty in
the months of January and
February The problem will
start for the months of March
and April when water is needed
most for agriculture During
March the aver lowest water
level at Rajshahi was 862 M
from 199] (o 1996 In April the
average lowest water level at
Rajshahl was 9 13 M for the
same period The distance be-
tween Rajshahl and Hardinge
Bridge Is about 50 miles and
considering the aver slope.
the water level at Hardinge
Bridge will be for the month ol
:nrr 663 M and in Apnil 576

During March 1988 when
the discharge was 35 000 cusecs.
the waler level was 6 36 M and
in March 1996 with a discharge
of 34 B3B8 cusecs the water level
was 5 76 at the Hardinge Bndge
The Ganges- Kobadak pump be-
comes inoperalive il the waler
level is below 396 M For nor-
mal operation ol pumps waley

the farmers in the critical peri-

ods resulti in their frustra-
tion and assment of the
pr officials

e problem of Goral, the
distributory of the Ganges, to
flush sweet water in the south-
west region will not diminish
enough with the water level of
5 76 There will be some flow
but that will not remove the
huge silt at the mouth of Gorai
H-u"llr the nmﬂmh of the Gon.r::: in
still open as the present s
adequate Problem starts in the
dry season Past experiences
show that dredging to keep the
month open failled This is a se

rious problem. Without flush-
ing of enough sweet water from
the Ganges, the salinity in the
Khulna area will remain quite
h:ﬁh which compels some of the
industrial units to im sweel
water by barges from other
sources 30 to 40 miles away

The salinity will continue to
move further inland and the
condition of Sundarbans will
continue to deteriorate creating
ﬂ‘t)k)ﬁll imbalance In the re

gon, Selective dredging may be
started during fall In waler
level 1o keep the mouth of Goral

Opern

The only permanent solu
tion for all these Is Lo
construct the G Barrage
near Pangsha as | tified in

pre-leasibility study in 1984,

Tre

SFIARN i

age
provided for
umnmmmm
adesh to irrigate
l. Mha in addition
another 0.21 Mha could be frri-

Hardinge B
rallway. Provision will be made
for supply of gas, and
other services over the barrage
A right bank main canal. 76
km long. will be constructed to
feed water into the Gorai, Ku-
. Chitra and

right bank canal of
45 km will feed water into the
Chandana, Old Kumar and Sita-
lakhya rivers. A third right
bank canal of 10 km will irri
gate lhlmﬂdthﬂﬁm
ject. The drainage and
control by embankments will
cover an area of | 44 Mha

The feasibility cum-detalled
engineering can completed L
30 to 36 months The execution
of the main barrage construx
tion will take about 68 years
with assured funding

Unless Bangladeah can de
velop her own man r with
specialised knowledge needed
for much huge undertakings. we
will have to depend on loreign
consultants A strong iy in
needed 1o deve local consul-
tants and local construction
firms to undertake big hy
draulic structures

aty and Our

0-year treaty on the Ganges

chapter in our future water resources development

gmupmmmm
Barrage The

ry This is the begin-
ning of the future water re-
sources managemeni plan for
the country

ira Barrage on the Brahmapu-
tra River with water

treaty of the Brahmaputra
river The government should
seriously consider taking up
reliminary investigation and

canibility study of the
Brah tra Barrage. The ar-
ticle IX of the G Water
Treaty clearly for wa-

ler treaty on all the common

rivers including the Brahmapu-

Future

tra/Barak
The Tlm-uk dam in
Monipur. in the north
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Congress: Leadership Crisis and Impact on Indian Government
Why is the interest on the new leader of the Congress party in lower house so intense or for

that matter who 1s the choice to step into the shoe of Rao and of course, what impact the
development will have on the Indian politics and more particularly on the government?
Undoubtedly, all these matters represent the main features of the current Indian political

scene, writes Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury.

HE focrus of the Indian
political SCENAario now
centres on Lhe election ol
the new leader ol the Congress
arliamentary party in the
ower house of the parliament
[Lokchaba)., The malter
deserves attention for obvious
reasons. PV Narasimha Rao.
the former prime minister. held
on to this position till recently
although he had lo quit the

lary party.
sition that wields considerable

power.

The leader of the majority
party in parliament or leader of
any grnug;n]oﬂng majority
support omes the prime
minister of the country. The
leader of the main opposition
group evidently occupies the
position of the leader of the
position in parliament. ?ﬁ;
Congress stands on somewhat a
str condition at present in
the Lokshaba since it is neither
in power nor in the opposition.
With 140 seats in the 542-mem-
ber lower house, the party
strength is only after the oppo-
sition Bharativa Janata party.
which had a briefl spell of gov-
ernance as its leader Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee — the charis-
matic itician had to resign
even before facing the majority
test in the floor of the house
since he was sure that he was
not to win the vote of con-
fidence. But this did not see the
second biggest party — the
Congress — to power and in-
stead, it supported a loose
coalition of several parties
headed by the Janata Dal in
formation of the government.
The Congress supports the
united front government with-
out joining it and hence it is in
neither power nor opposition.

Any party supporting the
government cannot play the
role of the opposition in the
house and as such, the BJP
which was in power for hardly
few weeks took over the opposi-
tion bench. The Congress is not
exactly in the treasury bench
but the government exists on its
crucial support and it is the
backer of the prime minister H
D Deve Gowdas government,
The Janata Dal and its coali-
tion partners have much less
seats in the Lokshaba required
for a majority and thus the sup-

rt by 140 members of the

ongress Is essential for its
survival. The moment this sup-
port is withdrawn, the federal

town, Waynesboro in Pennsy-
lvania where | once lived,
announced one day that the
houses in certain part of the
town will be
by the local office in con-
sultation with the fire service.
If the assigned number is not
displayed in front of the house
as minimum on a white back-

d with black numbers of

and a half-inch size by a

ed date (15 April). mails
will not be delivered. Guess

government in India will auto-
matically collapse.

undemeath the facade of this

situation of unhindered
Congress support and the condi-
tion exacerbates over the issue
of election of a new leader of the

Congress parliamentary party.

Narasimha Rao was quite
favourably di to the issue
of long-term support

to the Deve Go nt
so0 much so that once he said
this confidence will be there
from his partys side for full
five- term. Rao had reasons
for this policy as he thought the
party can come back to power
only after a full term since the
last election was essentially a
no-confidence against the
Congress rule. . since he
was at the helm of both the
party and the mment for
the years that preceded the
elections. he felt t the atti-
tude of the electorate on the
leadership of the Congress of
wmch h hcmwan ﬂl::c steward, can
change only with the passage of
time. Furthermore. he might
have struck some kind of un-
derstanding with Deve Gowda
since Rao faces a of dif-
ficulties including criminal
cases.

Although it is difficult to ex-
tend patronage even from the
zenith of power in the area of
judiciary in India, Rao's
predicament had drawn broad
sympathy from a section of the
government in New Delht that
may include the prime minis-
ter. But the coalition partners
like the communists remain
rabidly hostile to Rao, who re-
mained in the position of par-
ty’'s leadership in the house de-
spite hectic campaign by sec-

what happened. All numbers
were ¢ ., and there were no
reference to the old numbers.
When John F Kennedy and
Martin Luther King died, exist-
ing streets, highways and av-
enues were named in memo-
riam to them (by city fathers
through proper referendum).

An 1855 R Street NW address
, is in the

and 62 traveli
west on the 42nd Street which
between 41st and 43rd streets

— e ————————m e e o

tions of party leaders and
workers eversince the Congress
lost the elections early this
year L'H&EME situation when
a sullers cologsal elec;

lmpa?-tzlaanier, ﬁal‘.’uraﬁlﬁr lli‘:l.:
leadership cames into 1ucg.lg}
and also under attac r a
change. But Rao cl to both
presidentship of the Congress
and its parliamentary party
chief positions for a ra:*.-ﬁef long
time displaying remarkable

sangfroid but had to quit both
positions.
Why is the interest on the

new leader of the Congress
party in lower house so intense
or for that matter who is the
choice to step into the shoe ol
Rao and of course, what impact
the development will have on
the Indian politics and more
particularly on the govern-
ment? Undoubtedly, these
matters represent the main fea-
tures of the current Indian po-
litical scene and much of the
course of the politics in the
world's largest democracy will
revolve around, in the near fu-
ture. on the affairs within the
Congress stemming from the
elections of the new leader in
parliament s lower house.

In the even the Congress
withdraws its support to the
United Front government
which is, however, much un-
likely in the near future, the
Congress may get a scope to
form the government if it can
muster additional support
some. In such a development,
the leader of the parliamentary
party will clearly become the
Erlme minister of the country.

ut such a possibility will re-

. main a difficult exercise even if

the government resigns in the
wake of withdrawal of the
Congress support. Because the
desire to form the government
will warrant support of a big
number of members of parlia-
ment which will be a near-Her-
culean task for the y unless
that is also drawn from the BJP
and the partners of the UF. Both
propositions seem impossible
unless political exigencies
weigh heavily in a spectacular
manner.

Sitaram Kesri, who suc-
ceeded Rao as the Congress pres-

e e

j'i"r{!:lfi]M‘J"l:-ocl:,-' h fractional
0 as any frac
number such as IE}E. An al-
phanumeric number such as
16G Main St. will be in
as the Apartment No G of the
buildin hnﬁnﬁ.;mlin; ad-
dress 16 on the Street.
If you exit off a North-South

Interstate highway, for exam-

le, at Exit 167A. will be
I?E? miles north of luutll.:g‘:;
siate east.
I been Exit 130AB. it will be
130 miles north from the state
boundary having options to go
east and west.

Each time | tried to reach a
place rickshaw, scooter or
lutamzlk, the drivers had in-
variably asked someone for its
location. For your own interest,

the mail carriers and the fire
ters use the numbers most.

never get to see your “kcha-
tians”, nor are they interested
in your “daleels”, y to find

s

ident. has already emerged as
the most strong man in the
arty after Rao st down
ronr the post a few moriths ago.

St SpE

arl

ﬂghi”'i".!? the E‘A"ﬁ.ﬁ'a“ﬁ
his suc-

presently on choosing
cessor in the Lokshaba. But the

exercise is difficult and several
persons are in the fray. Rao who
gravitated to the position of
party chief and minister
of the country has taken a back
seal after resi from both
positions facing party pressures
and his own image bein
tainted in a series of scandals
like criminal cases. However,
the 75-year-old scholarly
politician, who has also shown
great ability to manzgc things
when occupying the u:rlﬁ—
tions, has not up said
he should not seen as with-
drawn from the scene.
Will Kesri try to take up the

parliamentary leadership as
well or the Maharastra heavy-
weight and former defence min-
ister Sharad Pawar or widely
praised former finance minis-
ter Manmohan Singh from
Punjab? Or former Bihar chief
minister and an astute politi-
cian who keeps his cards close
to his chest Jagannath Mishra
or young and redoubtable Ra-
jesh Pilot will become the next
Congress leader in the Lok-
shaba? Kesri. who has already
initiated a series of steps in the
Farty following the exit of Rao,
ike removing the Rao loyalists
from key positions. favours a
leader by "consensus” — which
the India watchers see as an eu-

hemism for choosing the
eader without election. and he
probably stands a fair chance
in such an event. Pawar says
election should take place since
the schedule of election has al-
ready been announced. Suave
Manmohan Singh finds a lot of
supporters around him. Rajesh
Pilot is one of the few Congress
leaders who had fired the first
salvo against Rao demandi
his resignation and he feels the
position should go to him. Ja-
gannath Mishra, more suitable
as the chief minister of a state
as he a;;_gfarenlly lacks the
charisma a federal key posi-

e ———— o ——— e am e

— [nay save your life.

An improvement in house
num system is essential.
Aci — albeit a leg-
isla — will save this "sonar”
city of this "sonar” desh from
this disgustingly. embarrassing

and inadequate numbering pro-
cess.

Mozharul H
Springfield.

Sir, The nation salutes
Bangladesh's new Golden Girl

F.ehana Zaman for wi ten

medals at the E?E‘Eﬁ
Games. She deserves

best honour, encouragement

and intermational training We
are proud of her.

She has the satisfaction that
none can chase her!

A Zabr
Dhaka

ia, USA

tion, is ﬂlﬂﬁ;ﬂ round his
iupm1m. mem-
bers in both houses of parlia-

“menf — 'Lokshaba and Rajya
31111? — pumbering 230 or so,
| i

t' the supporters ‘of
Rao? They are not trying to pro-
ject any of their men for the
sition since Rao himself
It is ause they know
wﬂlhawlﬂﬂ"ll}r“inﬂlc
ter of "consensus” dominated
anti-Rao men but will be
if there is an election. Or fi-

nally, a
bring any

5%

5k

.

leader of the parliamentary

[rom under the foot of tie OF

government withdrawing
su .Bulthgullnulh-
al the moment

+ since Indéan ‘electorate’ is
against fresh polls in near fu-

sight of twe of the sce-
nario. The u?r""“'mmm may
face problems Lo contradic-
tions within the coalition part-
ners. And the other. whoever
becomes the leader in
the Lokshaba, the widow of the
slain Congress leader
Gandhi, [talian-born
Gandhi. who has shied away
from formal politics so far,
may now have a tacit say in the
electing of the new leader.

Today, more and more peo-
ple are seeking help of the ar-
chitects to design their homes,
shops. restaurants and offices.
It is not only because they are

more imaginative, adventurous
and d -aware but also due
to a sh against the dreary

properties churned out by the
volume builders who are still
sadly obsessed with the number
of bedrooms. And to the delight
of the clients, architects come
up with | native and eco-
nomical options for the use of
sgar:: paying due attention to
the potential of space. A lot of
people are going to the archi-
tects as alternatives to interior
designers. It is also to take ad-
vantage of designing space with
light and colour, not just sur-
face decoration.

' For a prospective client,
finding the right person can be
a daunting task. As for most of
the individual ownmers it is a
‘once-in-a-lifetime’ opportunity
to go through the ting expe-
rience of d and construc-
tion of a building from its in-
ception to its final realisation,
the choice of the key person (the
architect) in such a is of
great importance. The client
and the architect should have a
relation of mutual trust and
friendship, based on under-
standing the ation of the
client and professional compe-
tence of the architect.

The client may approach an
architect directly on the basis
of reputation, contact
or just choose him from the di-
rectory of Institute of Architects
Bangladesh (IAB). But before
fina appointing the ar-
chitect, the client Id inter-

view the architect to
assess his attitudes, inclina-
tion, phi

losophy and personal-
ity. The client should also ex-

amine the resume and

of works already by
the architect; and better still. to
go and see the projects for him-
self. The prospective client
should also contact some of the
architect's pervious clients and
ask them for references. as
there is noth like the
client's side of the story.

An architect's fee is usually
calculated as a ion of
the total t:t_lll;.:;nlctm tﬂ:‘u{
the ! Ccan : is
umﬂym between six mlﬂ per
cent of the total construction

W_. Architects can actually be

€ 0OrINION )
Convert to an Architect?

A Murshed Anam

a good financial investment
saving the clients far more
th:lr-u'vinutha.ntheym-th
f[ees. An architect's basic ser-
vices consist of five in-
cluding normal structural. me-
chanical and electrical engi-

services.
Schematic Phase:
The architect a brief
for the work and ideas

statement of probable con-
struction cost.

Development Phase:
The tect f:h'l'h:g

and documents the entire
project as to structural. me-
chanical and electrical systems,
materials. and such, other
essentials from the schematic

studies by the
client. The architect also
prepares documents for the
client to submit for planning
permission.

Construction Document
Phase: Documents and draw-
ings are by the archi-
tect covering the whole :
including fixtures and fittings.
right down to the finishes of
each element.

se: The architect
invites tenders from contrac-
tors, chooses the best offer and
makes sure that written con-
tracts are signed. the
contractor to complete the
work.

Construction Phase: The ar-
chitect attends tl':ehe site meet-

and conducts inspec-

to determine the dates of

substantial and final comple-
tion of the 1.

The itects undertake all
sorts of s — small and
large. domestic and retail and
commercial. An architect’s

East Anical University.
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