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conterence, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made a
significant comment to the eflect that a society
loses its moral right to punish those violators of
law who were deprived of opportunities in the first
place. The Prime Minister has shown a kind of
sensitivity rarely noticed in men and women in
her position about an issue that is fundamental to
our existence and at the same time very delicate
too. We appreciate her considerate approach to the
matter but we also feel compelled to add that the
possibility that some quarters might receive a
wrong message from her speech cannot be ruled

oul

feel tempted to break laws with renewed zeal be-
cause they have every reason to complain that op-
portunities simply bypassed them. So, instead of
taking up the morality issue in relation to dispen-
sation of justice, Sheikh Hasina would have done
better if she outlined her government's efiorts to-
wards reducing the discriminatory treatment of
people within society and creating. step by step,
equal opportunities for all to realise their poten-

tialities.

shows so much sensitivity to this pressing issue
through her speech will carry it forward with ap-

ferent things to different people. A legal system
with a human face sounds good but in the realm of

different people. Better it would be to create a uni-
versal standard for all citizens to abide by. If laws
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Equal Opportunities

In her inaugural speech at the fifth SAARCLAW

Chances are that some anti-social elements will

We would like to believe that a premier who
propriate follow-up measures. Laws cannot be dif-

harsh reality it has to be applied with determina-
tion and dispassion, too.
The issue is not to interpret law differently for

hold good for all, social justice is bound to prevail.
Unfortunately, in our context laws were
overridden by some and illegal advantages taken
of such misfeasance. Now if her government can
come up with a social reform plan for the
disadvantaged of society, the premier will indeed
prove true to her words.

A Looming Crisis

A definitive picture of the arsenic contamina-
tion of Bangladesh's groundwater is now available,
thanks to the School of Environmental Studies of
Jadavpur University and its Director, Dr Dipankar
Chakraborty. A year-long survey of 24 Bangladesh
districts done by the SOES has found groundwater
in 19 of them to be contaminated by arsenic. The
evidence has been further corroborated by hair and
nail samplings of arsenic affected patients of these
districts. Arsenic contamination of drinking wa-
ter is now no more a scare to be dismissed but a
very big challenge to the health of our population.
Right now, 23 million people stand at positive risk
of premature and painful death because of arsenic
contamination. And it has been suggested that
even Dhaka is not safe.

The arsenic situation has all the makings of
turning into a national crisis not amenable to
quick management. The government and at its be-
hest, the society must act quickly to stop the situa-
tion take that dangerous plunge. For the time-be-
ing, the SOES report has recommended a better wa-
ter-shed management which may mean all kinds
of things including very much the lessening of this
nation's exploitation of groundwater and going
more for surface water — a course being advised for
quite some time now. Even if the government takes
the suggestion in all seriousness, years will pass
before the advice will have been put into practice.
Arsenic contamination of groundwater in the
mean time will rise and spread. So?

It may now be a century that our people have
been motivated to use tubewell water. As a first
necessary measure, people in the affected districts
must now be dissuaded from that hard-earned
practice — and very soon. For them boiled surface
water is a must in the household side by side with
chlorinated water.

Now is the time for government to act — wisely
and determinedly. There is no scope here of having
a second thought about the urgency of the problem.

Awkward

The small southern town of Bhola has recently
been witness to a spree of ghastly incidents. First
the exhumation of a body from the grave in a bid to
collect the skeleton by some sweepers and the re-
sultant backlash which led to the gutting of the en-
tire sweeper village.

Both the incidents are equally deplorable be-
cause both trammel the vital element of restraint
which separates a man from an animal.

Whether they really were carrying out orders of
morgue authorities as they claim or acting
furtively for a commercial purpose, a proper probe
can only tell. But they certainly would have been
better advised to respect the sensibilities of the lo-
cal people, particularly on a day of religious signif-
icance.

But if the two members of the sweeper commu-
nity proved insensate, what the local people did as
reaction, amounted to a gross violation of human
rights. Apparently, there was no calming influence
from any quarter and every voice that was heard in
the angry mob must have sounded hysterically
prone to a disaster that eventually occurred. Even
though no deaths were reported, it was tragic all
the same. While condemning the incident we urge
the local administration to do everything possible
to restore normalcy as soon as possible including
rehabilitation of the sweepers.
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Fifth SAARC Law Conference
and Our Dutie

Lawyers, by profession and training, -Il'! used to take a

gated between the

detached view of the dispute liti-
parties in a court of law. So, the lawyers are in the best position to

analyse disputes and factors which stand in the way of cooperation amongst SAARC
countries, and suggest ways and means to settle them, writes Md. Moksudur Rahman

HE Fifth SAARC Law
Conference is being held
at Dhaka (27th-29th De-
, inaugurated by the
Prime Minister of :

to
create a sense of m

amongst the lawyers of these
seven countries. which in tum

will help achieve the objective
of the ation in the region.
What the la can conoeive
and believe to be conducive to
the welfare of the peopiles ol the
region, they can achieve
through persuasion of their re-
spective governments to adopt
necessary measures and steps
The lawyers do not have any
inhibition in the way of their
innovative thinking and ex

pression. as the governments
may have
acponnl economic coopera-

tion depends on the existence of

peace and harmony not only in
the interstate relation butl also
internal peace of each country.
Unless a member-state is (ree
from internal disfurbance cre-

ated i
by organised groups it can
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to facilitate tourismm and hold
annual trade fairs In SAARC
capitals. Abolition of visa sys-
tem In SAARC countries will
also facilitate the mutual visits
and tourism

in order to foster the of
unity amongst the SAARC

countries :)I': followt t;m
Sures may the
conference.

R is to have

ps
ism for reaching t

Fourth: A commission com-
P'uzl of lawyers and jurists
rom { seven countries may
be set up to examine the legal
systems of these countries and
to recommend measures for
hﬂn[lnf about uniformity in
:hr legal systems of these coun.
res.

Fifth: The currency value of

these countries should be

brought ﬂ:n“zul;m

the ultimate aim of

c\.-:-ﬁy_hthurq-.

be made for high-
ranking officers and Court
these countries.

j

can
mbmﬂnn.theuwmhcmhu
for having a common defence
arrangement for this area. And
this would reduce the defence

hu?l of these countries.
ighth: Common

te liti-
gated between the parties in a
court of law So. the lawyers are
in the best position to analyse
disputes and factors which
stand in the way of cooperation
g - countries. and

suggest ways and means to settle
them

‘nw writer s former hudge of

High Court Diviston. Dhalke

Where Reason 1s the Casualty

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

URING the past couple of
weeks (before December
24 violent protests)] BNP
leadership appeared to have
been keeping a relatively low
E:n{ilt. Partially the Jull could
atiributed to the tempora
absence ol the BN
Chairpersorn. She was currentl
convalesci in a Riyad
hospital atnﬁm behest of King
Fahd ol Saudi Arabial she
returned on December 25} Let
us, however, hope that 1t had
not been the I(raditional
“diplomatic illness’.

nspite ol the notable under-
iriajnng some of the BNP leaders
1ave been observed to express
their “"wounded [feelings’
against the Awami League gov-
ernments. both past and pre-
sent. Though some of their re-
marks have been erratic akin to
a veritable mastication over
and over again of the oft-heard
juggles and rhetorics, some are
yet resplendent of their compli-
cated mental up- oeg_l:]lg which
may demand an' introspective
examination.

In such a series of vitupera-
tive attacks. we may look at the
revelation of Matiur Rahman,
which he made recently in a
meeting organised by BNP. He
said: "l saw with my own eyes
hungry people at Rangpur lick-
Ing their own vomited mass 1o
t[:lurnrh hunger dun the
amine in 1974 He did not,
however. tell his audience if he
made any effort to feed such
hungry people with a morsel of
food. Nor did he admit that such
a pitiable sight had induced a
nauseatic spell in him driving
him eventually away from the
sCene.

Even though Mr Rahman's
litical antecedents were care-
ully kept unknown. his
pur-connection could serve
as a pointer to help a surmise.
Accordingly, it could just be
guessed t the gentlernan was
an ex-Awami Leagues during
the period under review. Then a
contractor by profession turn-
ing into a politician overnight,
he came to limelight and ulti-
mately became a cabinet minis-
ter holding charge of the Min
istry of Works at one time. If my
assumption on the identity of
the person is correct then the
former Awami League minister
would have to explain to the
gcoplc his own role in the arti-
cial famine engineered by in-
ternational conspirators and
also to vouch if he did not fail to
fulfil his own responsibility. If
he does not admit it plainly
then would it not be an instance
of spitting upon his own face?

And if my guess about the ac-

tual identity turns out to be er-

roneous | must apol to the
gentleman wrnn#o uded to.
The former BNP Informa-

tion Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda accused the present gov-
ernment of “"patronising cul-
tural invasion.” Taking um-

brage at the alleged insolent

Of teachers and
Sir, Education is the back-
bone of a nation. No nation can
B:n ::j-:h without e;!fucntiun.
e purpose of being a
well-educated nation the con-
tribution of the teachers is
matchless and undeniable. So
teachers are called the creators
of ideal man and nation. But of-
ten injustice is found to mar the
ethics in the employment of
teachers in our country. For
example, it has been alleged for
some years that teachers are be-
ing appointed on the basis of
donation, not merit. Es
this embarrassing situation is
being frequently observed in
emp t of teachers in vil-
lage schools and colleges.

Very often a high school or
college authority procures a
large amount of as
tion from the ple who
not ideal for teac . As a
result, many meritorious per-
sons are also deprived.

remark of Shaoli Mitra — an
offspring of the noted Indian
duo Shambhu Mitra and Tnpu
Mitra, dun“f her recent visit Lo
Bangladesh lor cultural presen:
tation, he held AL government
squarely responsibie.

In so far as Shaoli s reported
abusive remarks on our
and the country is concen I
shall be one with Mr Huda or
anybody else Lo condemn her in
strongest terms If lor any par
ticular person's behaviour she
was provocated. it would have
been desirable that she brought
the incidence to the notice ol
the principal coordinator of the
function at the first instance
Alternalively, she could seek
the assistance of the Indian
High Commission to register

rotest against the provocator

any case. she should not have
forgotten for a moment that
here, she was not merely an
artiste but also an ammbassador
E)prum her owmn -country.

. by her words and actian she
did disservice 1o both the coun-
tries. Indeed it was very unfor-
tunate. We demand uncondi-
tional a lof,ne& from her.

But Mr. Huda's holding the
Elrfscm governmen! responsi-

e for “cultural invasion’ by
India cannot stand the test of

Khoka did not think it neces

to comimission the Juba
lhi and Chhatra Dal boys to
oust the present unent. He
would rather invoke Allah's
wrath (ggjabl in this connection
and sounded a note of confl
dence that the divine ‘1ljnh‘
was imminent (o ensure the {all
of the AL government. Al such a
point ol our discussion we may
recall Begum Zia's boastiul ob-
servation in a public meeting
when she was stll In powes
She said Lthat her boys In Juba
Dal and Chhatra Dal were
enough to tackle Awami League
The measurement of the
stresgth and formidable po-
tentials of BNFP's youth and stu-
dent fronts by the Chief of the
Party and Khoka has, therefore,
a remarkable but dubious dis-
crepancy that remains unarn-
swered the moment.

Chief whip of BNP m the
Jaliva Sangsad Khondakar
Delwar Hossain most emphati-
cally claimed the ether day
that. "even if | was killed, |
would never believe that Awami
League was voted to power by
the people” in the last election
Now. let us scan his latest reali-
sation against what he or his

including Begum

partymen,
Zia. felt about it immediately

The BNP Chief Whip says that he does not or shall
never believe AL was voted to power by the people. In
other words, he claims that the largest and oldest
political party (worthy of mention) has no eligible
voter, all its supporters are children. In the logical
sequence, therefore, the voters were all BNP supporters
though mysteriously not reflected in
the election results!

truth. Has he forgotten that
BNP government. more pre-
cisely, he himself, had been the
principal architect in this re-
gard? Was it not for his per-
sonal over-enthusiasm that
dish antennas and satellite
channels entered into our coun-
try? How would he account for
the ever mounting moral degra-
dation of our guunﬁer genera-
tion fueled the almost

rnographic films exhibited

Star and some of the In-
dian channels? Obliviousness
of the past misdeeds has been
an absolute monopoly of BNP
and Barrister Huda faithfully
adheres to it. In the same meet-
ing where Huda vented his dis-
torted feelings Shahiduddin
Anne, a student leader and
DUCSU office bearer expressed
his sense of tolerance and con-
currently, his trust in democ-
racy for which. he claimed, his
party did not so far embark
upon a programme (o oust the
present t.

But his e partyisia Sedek
Hossain Khoka gave us an alto-
gether different version. In his
address in another gathering

Authorities take this donation
to develop the academic facili-
ties of institution. But, in most
cases, it is noticed that school
or cn]leg: m ng committee
or the head of the institution
does not or fails to fulfill it
while persons who take teach-
ing as profession in exchange of

remain particularly in-
cl to earn money.
They are naturally not inter-
ested to impart to
their students rather they be-
come deeply engaged in private

tuition to earn money.

Teac is a noble profes-

sion. But very often

is devouring the cnrﬂnﬂmo:nﬁu{:
of teachi So the nation is
failing to have envi stu-
dents since are of
proper education. Let there be
some measure to rid the system
of such ills.

Debashish Paul |
Panthechhaya, Nasirabad
College Road. Akua North Zone,
Mymensingh 2200

after the last general election
on.June 12, 1996 and also after
the by-election. They had ve-
hemently rejected the results,
accused the Caretaker Govern-
ment of Justice Habibur Rah-
man, Chief Election Commis-
sioner Abu Hena of ac-
tivities, Awami of mas-
sive rigging, vote oity, ter-
rorism etc and on the top of ev-
erything, totally turned down
the universal and absolutely
unanimous opinion of thou-
sands of foreign and local ob-
servers monitoring the faimess
of the election.

Even after 127 seats
BNP raised a hue on the
results of 116 more seats and
declared to challenge it in the
election tribunals. Their initial
loud murm soon became
inaudible because they could
not furnish a doc-
umentary to substan-
tiate. Now, the Chief Whip says
that he does not or shall never
believe AL was voted to power

the people. In other words, he
claims that the largest and old-
est political party (worthy of
mention) has no eligible voter,
all its supporters are children.
In the logical sequence, there-
fore, the voters were all BNP
supporters though mysteriously
not reflected in the election re-
sults. Fake voters cast votes in
the nose of the t offi-
cials, police, BDR. Ansars and
members of the Armed forces
and international and local ob-
servers. By such eerie claims
BNP, most unknowingly
ridiculed itself before pl
into sullen silence. The
tn?- ripples sent t
political scenario thus
peared.

In the intermittent process
of vowing against the ern-
ment, BNP sooner locked itself
with a 10-point demand, re-
duced to only 3-points almost
immediately it was placed for
redress. Now let us have a look
at what Col (rtd) Akbar Hossailn
believes in. Before that we may
remind ourselves of the numer-
ous statements given by several
BNP leaders includ the chair

son about the Father of the

ation, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
eir enthusiasm at slight-
géhc uni::_:rlhl:]]r -cm
image of the great
ncides viciously with the re-

P-

| peal of the hated Indemnity Or-

dinance BNP kept itsell delib-
erately and significantly awa
from the JS the Repea

Bill was being discussed and
enacted. Obviously. it seems
they had an rtunity o re-
new thelr gratitude Lo the perpe-
trators of (he predatory crime
on August 15, 1975 So,

Zia suddenly errupted that she
did not accept Sheikh Mujib as
Father of the Nation Well,
ratitude cannot be induced, i
las to be spontancous as had

beern rlud.*uenl]y displayed In
Lthe case ol the killers of

anga-

bandhu.
As | was saying Col (rnd) Ak
bar Hossain, allegedly an expert

ir mn.kl.nﬁ;unlruvrrllal state-
ments in *he JS and outside has

again been in the news for his
question in a meeting. He asked
his listeners: "What could have
been the alternative to killing
O réemove a one-party govern-
ment”? He has sought to justify
and v the assassination
of S h.l.i'-ﬁl and his wife
and told 50 fo vin-
dicaté the mysterious role
played by his leader Late Ziaur
Rahman. The ha up of a
number of the
who killed M . Taheruddin
Thakur an principal
abettor of the crime at
Mushtagque's command and the
historic of the Indem-
nity Aect ted in the 4th
schedule of our Constitution by
Zia's own initiative — all taken
together, would give us a clue to
Hotin, It Goidars foms I e
tions. It appears 5 ex-
pressed conviction” that he also
could be one of the masterminds
on the remote control and
would be able to throw some
more light on the esome

murder which wo help the
Inves tors. Though not
directly his point. his

version and that of the wife of
Col (rtd) Rashid after police
raided Rashid's house may
sound identical. She also. one
may recall, loudly t to jus-
tify Mujib's killing in unequiv-
ocal term.

At this point. the nation had
a great news. Sheikh Hasina,
the Prime Minister, returned
home on 12th December after
successfully executing the long-
awaited ment on sh
of G water with her coun-
terpart Deve Gowda in New

Delhi. Her a glorious
return to thaﬁn wng}mfundy
celebrated by all and sundry.
Almost all the political parties
sent in congratulato mes-
sages to the Premier. BNP was.
as usual, a significant excep-
tion.

While, in one breath BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiya admitted that he
was yet to get the details of the
document (which was made
public through news in-
staiitly), on the other, he did
not hesitate to make hypotheti-
cal remarks that the agreement
would not safeguard our inter-
est. He and some other leaders
of his party alluded to the imag-
inary conditions of Transit,
Power. etc although the pub-
lished document does not say
s0. Some other ignorant and yet
to be knowledgeable persons
inclu the h student
Icad;ﬂuhaveﬂ:r’:;ecled 35000
cusecs. Their demand: nothing
less than 40000. They did not
have to rake their memories to
locate BNP government's
achievement in this regard in
the last five years.

It may suit their own conve
nience to be forgetful but the
people of the country have
sharper memories — the mem-
ories of deprivation, killing for
fertilizer, politicisation of the
entire administration. inci-
dences of large-scale corrup-
tion, nepotism and favouritism
etc. 50, no more fooling rather
it's better to be reasona and
help the . Without being
fussy over trifles it's better to be
free to be constinctive. and do
their honest part for the na-
tional development. One cannot
disown one's own country, and
people and stake patriotism at
the altar of mere political dif-
ferences. None has any
monopoly here, every one is at

par.
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Prime Minister was kept
such distance from the

her security t
freedom fighters invited com-
mented e fought for

at

us to m her. COMm -

mented: "We saw her father and

today we came to see her, but it
we are not lucky.”

A little girl was running
around for Sheitkh Hasina's
autograph. She almost made it.
but she was shoved off so
ro
that lost her pen and left
boy carried two roses and a pic-
ture of his martyred father. He
oo missed her

Only Minister Matia
Chowdhury was SEeT]
Mmee with the invited

Many thanks to her for the
kind gesture, because no one
present there went to seek char-
ity or sympathy, only goed
words abuutp th:{r rnkrln the
War,

What was the
irng them if the Prime Minister
remained swyrreunded by

at their tab
sonnel, in some cases,

FOOL'S PARADISE?
by Nadeem Qadir

tional Parliament MHouse the

the
count M is not for

by her security lorce
without an autograph. Another

t of invit-

anw [aces she is seen S0

.:ﬂ:t:‘E?Min waited anxiously '
ftlﬂilﬂ:‘uﬂt}‘}‘!l—"
rudel

Attention "Apa': The PM
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served c;dmall t:o:::r-:rll
a i =
tive relationship Jith ndia
without becoming too much of a
client state. Delhi wants a sta-
ble Dhaka without it straying
too far from its sphere of influ-
ence. These parameters provide
lots of scope to establish a rea-
sonably flexible equilibrium in
inter-state relationship. A use-
ful role model is US-Canada
relations where a durable but

benign anti-Americanism — ar-
Euahl the fountainhead of

an nationalissm — has
not ted the of
a mut rela-
%ﬂlhlp tawa and

011.
From this standpoint. there-
fore, the waters treaty is a most
Bodtl‘u' development in Indo-
angla relations. It has re-
moved a irritant on rea-
sonable terms which are proba-
bly the best we could have
under the circumstances.
euphoria notwith-
stan the treaty is
a must await the
Famge of time to ascertain its
mplementation efficacy and
whether the level end of
benefits to Bangladesh envis-
by the signatories actually
materialise.

An interesting question is
why the treaty was not
earlier. The short answer is
that Dhm'a somewhat irra-

tant posturi WwWas
matched by Delhi's hm:g obdu-
racy. It seems south block
wanted to teach Dhaka a lesson
that good neighbourly relations
demanded a modicum of " -
matic” behaviour. This the
provided in a creditably utili-
tarian, even professional,
manner. Though the treaty was
an event waiting to . the

‘s evident and

desire for " " relations with
Delhi. and its association with
the Indian authorities since
1971. came in handy in
catalysing the negotiating pro-
cPsSs.

Paradoxically. the Al's suc-
cess holds latent and hidden
dangers for it. The popular ap-

rehension — however irra-
| this may be — of the AlL's

su ly rozl relationship
with India may temporarily

| allayed but is bound to resur-

communication and inves-
tment, of our
India fail to materi

deviate materially

]

t. Despite <ome
e.g the | ®=sAL
fiasco, Mujib's placy ssslur
history is secure. Perh the
CCP's assessment the
contributions — 70/30 (70%
o i Sighe o T g

not
< ﬂ]utdﬂ ltz:r the Sheikh.

characterise the bandhu
infallible is

liberation s g
will have to

ti for fear .MIIHI in-
am and reactionary to
avoid losing long run popular-
ity:

The treaty is a feather in
AL's cap. This achievement

Is it to adopt realistic
WM and policies to
match the and ex-
pectations aroused by the
oo e v i |

not be
feather is As &
feather by and
party rejected VOLers.
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