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Biswa Ijtema began at Tongi yesterday.

L

NEWS BRIEFS

i BDR surrounded the house of
|

Death of BCL activist in recent gunfight

TANGAIL. Dec 28: Police
raided the houses of Awami
League MPs Abdul Kader Sid-
diky and Abdul Latif Siddiky
here lastnight.

The houses of the district
Chhatra League General Secre-
tary Khorshed Ali Khokan and
Joint Secretary Aminur Rah-
man were also raided.

However. police failed to re-
cover arms from any of the
houses.

The raids followed a

between two rival
the B adesh Chhatra
e i olinpoderanples b
one person last

At a press conference today,
Kader Siddiky said lice

last He

the Home Min-

ister be sacked for "his failure
to maintain law and order.” A
heavy contingent of police and

gun

From Our Correspondent

Kader Siddiky around mid-
night last night and continued
the siege until 3 pm today.

The I—mnﬂg home ol the MPs

was raided by police with the
aim of recovering illegal

Subinoy murder:
One arrested

RANGAMATI. Dec 28:
Rangamati police arrested one
Real Dewan. 25, today in con-
nection with the assassination
of Subinoy Chakma from
:gmm:tt tgstshc town police

, reports :

The arrested. suspected to be

the main person responsible for

- the killing of ~Secrelny. .
General of %mﬂ? wWas

taken on a five-day

lice launched a massive hunt
for other culprits. the sources
said.

Police raid houses of
Kader, Latif Siddikys

weapons and arresting Azad
Siddiky and Murad Siddiky.
two of their brothers. police
said.

It is alleged that Azad Sid-
diky is accused in 19 criminal

cases,
Angry supporters of Siddiky
put up barricades on the Dhaka-
Tangail road in the morning
protesting the police action.
But they cleared the road at
the intervention of Kader Sid-

diky at around noon.

UNB adds: According to dis-
trict administration and police
officials. the search was part ol
an operation to arrest the rival
terrorists who had been creal-
ing trouble in the town since

. ﬂrz December. . :
couild not enter the

house as it was locked from in-
side. Police waited outside.
On hearing of the police cor-
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Biswa Ijtema

begins

By Staff Correspondent

The three-day Biswa Ijtema
began Fazr prayers yes-
lerday on the eastern of
the river at To:EI. abouit
25 kms from capital.

Hundreds of thousands of

Muslim devotees [rom across
Bangladesh and from over 70

.. other countries have already

arrived to attend the ljtema. the
second largest congregation af-
ter the Hajj.

The gathering will exceed
two million this year, leaders of
the Tablig Jamaat. organisers
of the ljtema told this corre-

spondent.
After Fazr prayers, interna-
tionally reputed religious

scholars from home and a d
started a session of recitation
from the holy Quran and Ha-
dith. followed by discussions on
Islam.

Recitations and discussions
after Fazr. Zohr. Asr and Ma-
greb prayers will continue till
the Akheri Munajat (final

prnE:ri on M :
rlier on v. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed and

Prime Minister Sheikh Hastnir'™ |

Rl e

BNP chairperson and Leader
See Page 12 Cal 1

Commeniary

Stem this shameful slide

in political rhetoric

By Mahfuz Anam

Political rhetoric . as wr
have besn seeing lately. is bad
enough. But when it Le('mnri
vulgar and full of invectives. it
becomes disgusting. This dan
gerous slide must at once be
stopped if we are to retain even
a semblance of decency In our

political parlance.

WhnLhnd at the
ademy premises on
Friday was shameful. What
there yesterday is
. In the first instance a
member of the Academy. BSS
journalist Aminul Ilslam Bedu
passed a most insulting. uncivil
and vulgar remark about late

President Ziaur Rahman
In retahation to that insult-
ing remark., supporters of BNP
attacked the institution damag-
ing the buillding. some huniture

However. the expression of it
was not Under no elrcum-
stances should Bangla Acndemy
L u-rdlllrﬁ:;'mﬂunvﬂin
sults lll nin_ 0 leave alone
national leaders Equally, it
should never be used a8 & stage
for a show of strength between
iical parties. It is an inst

ution of immense prestige and
unrivaled pride which nobody
dare vandalize

The above, however. are
only the The disecase
lies n our de ate
pmhtmulluu of divisive:
ness, acrimony, mean-minded-
ness, mrruruun and always
putting the interest of the self

and the party above that of the
and country. It lies
nc a political oppo-

nent to be an enemy and not

Muggers snaiched Tk and a parked van. This hap- just a competitor. It lies In
1.35. from a businessman in pened in spite of a written apol- thinking that the only way to
broad daylight on Friday noon. | ogy from Islam which was ex- bring credit to one's own party
sm-ldththtm.; iﬂbﬂugmﬁ is by hnnt;-dlhuthur
amal Uddin. was traveling ademy airman Poet partyis not doing good
lrﬂlhnﬁthcm.n?cn | Shamsur Rahman. w{mr:lm Most impor
intercepted al aboyt 2 pm BNF's anger at the insulting tantly, it lies in our incapacit
near Notre Dame College in the remarks on its founding leader mmtlh:hmrenndm:.ﬁ'nt:
city. reports UNB. was perfectly legitimate See Page 12 Col 7
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Youths ransack

Bangla
Academy

By Staff Correspondent

A group ol anwdentilictd
voulhs yvesterday ransacked a
number of rooms, including the
museum. seminar hall and of
fice of the direcior general of
the Bangla Academy

The youlhs reportedly en
tered the academy at about |
PM. carrying hammers and
lathis. They went first to the
butlding housing the Academy s
I.n‘r-n on the second lNoor and

wigan smashing glass panes ol

doors and windows

Later they ransacked the di
rector general's office, museum

. seminar room. strew Lhe [iles
| and papers around and left  al

ter snashing gasses of a micro-
bus. par at the Academy
porch

They allegedly ook away a
wall clock from the conference

room belore disappearing lo-
wards the TSC area of the
Dhaka Universitly on some

e otrey; cificials ‘Bied
ademy officials filed a

case with l-{unna police sa

that property worth sever
lakh taka were damaged but
they did not name anyone in
this connection.
Police were

wards al Lhe ny
See Page 12 Col 4

wosted after-
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|| BNP announces 3-day

agitation programme

Opposition Emﬁ:ﬂ:uh Na-
tionalist Party (B has an-
nounced a three-day fresh aﬁl-
tation programmes across the
country, reports UNB.

The party will stage demon-
stration and hold rallies at all
thana headquarters on January
5, in the district headquarters
on January 6 and in the capital
on January 7.

The decision was taken at a
BNP standing committee meet-
ing held with party chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia in the chair
at her Cantonment residence.

The meeting which was ad-
Jjourned Friday night resumed
yesterday afternoon and took
several resolutions regarding
the party’'s next action pro-
gramme.

The ammes were an-
noun protesting filing of
case against Begum Khaleda
Zia, signing Ganges water shar-
inﬁ agreement with India.
killing inmates in Jessore cen-
tral jail, canceling public holi-

day on November 7 and un-
ll:nuhlnF police attack on BNP
on on December 24,

The standing committee
meeting demanded immediate
release of all arrested BNP lead-
ers and workers charged with
false cases.

Meanwhile, BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan yesterday visited
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

tal to see the condition of Jatly-
atabadi Sechhasebak Dal
leader Ali Akbar Babul who was
injured in police attack on a
g:ﬂy procession on December

He stayed there for some
time and enquired about his
treatment. Babul was injured
with bullets, said a party press
release.

Party leaders including Maj
[retd) Shajahan Omar, Fazlur
Rahman Patal, Khurshid Jahan
Huq and Mojibor Rahman Sar-
war accompanied the BNF sec-

retary general.

THAKURGAON. Dec 25:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
today called upon the main op-

tion BNP. to return to Par-
iament to discuss all national
issues including the G wa-
ter aharBi% treaty with India.

s i

"We have succeeded in
achieving our legitimate share
of the Ganges water through

ing the agreement at a time
e entire northern region
is threatened with deserti-
fication and the vast popula-
tion are facing untold suffer-
ings for water shortage.” the
Prime Minister said.

Yet there is a scope for im-
proving the ent through
discussion”, she said while ad-
dressing a massive memorial
meeting at the death of Awami

Lcaﬁuf district president
Kh ul Islam MP.
"You are now in the

tion,” Sheikh Hasina said.
adding in the next election to be
held under neutral caretaker

t there is a scope for
you to form the government.

“"We shall welcome if you then

PMt’s call t; opposition BNP
Return to JS, suggest
a better water treaty

give us a better treaty with India
over the sharing of the Ganges
waler”, she said. '

Terming the sudden boycott
of parliament BNP as a bolt
from the blue, the Prime Minis-
ter said it was not proper and it
did not conform to any norms
of democracy. "Shunning criti-
cism in the streets, yvou should
come to the House to discuss ev-

. she added.

The Prime Minister. while
describing the utter failure of
BNP government to fetch even a
single pitcher of G s water,
recalled that BNP chairperson
had herself admitted at Dhaka
airport that she had totally for-
gotten the water issue while
signing a memorandum of un-
derstanding with her Indian
counterpart in_ New Delhi.
“When you were in Dhaka, you
brought out long march for
Ganges water but while you were
in Delhi, you forget the matter,”
the. Brime Minister said and
added that such a double stan-
dard on the part of BNP could

not bring any good to the na-
See Page 12 Col B
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38 listed cos in
capital market
to form assoc

Representatives of 38 listed
companies at a meeti ester-
day unanimously d:‘t;ttled to
form an association of listed
coimn ies, reports BSS.

| companies listed on the
Dhaka and Chittagong Stock
Exchange will be eligible to be-
come members of the proposed
associdtion.

The meeting discussed the
recent events in the capital
market and felt that the present
situation prevailing in the
market, especially the increase
in forged share certificates and
unruly behaviour at annual
general meeting was a cause of
great concern to the listed com-
panies. The meeting felt that
the proposed association could
address such and other con-

See Page 12 Col 1

One shot dead,
another beaten

to death 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG ; Dec 28: A
businessman was shot dead by
terrorists at Firinghibazar in
the city this evening. Another
person was also beaten to death
at Chandgao early in the morn-
ing by a mob, police said.

Some mastans fired on Haji
Amir Ali, 50, at 7 pm when he
was standing in front of his
residence. He died on the spot,
police said. None has been ar-
rested so far.

The cause of the killing was
not known.

One Md Ali. 28, traveling
along with his friend, are mer-
cilessly beaten by some people
susg;:cmlg him to be a dacoit.

e died shortly afterwards.

His friend who was also in-
jured is now in hospital.

Ship sinks : 23
Bangladeshi
crew missing

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28: Fam-
ily members of 23 B adeshi
crew of a ship, who where re-

rtedly missing in the At-

tic, are nuhjnghftranm tele-

+shone ‘calls-to- shipping

n'r:n'n office and the mercan-
tile marine t here to

enquire about their fate.
See Page 12 Col 3

15 killed, 20 injured in

Trishal road accident

MYMENSINGH. Dec 28 Al
least 15 were killed and
20 injured when a truck
rammed a roadside tree and
skidded off the Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway at Kanhar
in Trishal thana early today.
reports UNB

Fourteen of the victims. in-
rludinlhlh-t driver. died on the

while another expired at
the M Medical Col-
lege Hospital said the

bodies were kept in the MMCH

Imran to hang the
corrupt publicly
if voted to power

ISLAMABAD, Dec 28 Cric
ket hero Imran Khan lashed oult
at the caretaker rnment
today for the slow pace of the
u:munuhilgll;&pmun and
vowed 1o hang corru
tlﬂlﬂ‘ltllrf-lvutad to power I::1
the February polls. reports
AFP.

“The caretaker government

using dela lactics w2 net-
big fish. I .

:1& fish.” Imwan c

said interim Prime Min-
ister Malik Meeraj Khalid. who
See Page 12 Col 7

MoOre: e,

Twelve of the dead were iden-
tificd as Abdul Jalil, 30,
Shahid, 30, Omar. 34, Hakim.
E'ﬂ. Asad. 13: Tara Mian, g;
Ripon, 18, M%« 22,
Chan Mian. 17. and the 25-

ar-old driver of the vehicle.

rest could not be identified.

The injured were also admit-
ted to the medical college hospi-
tal after the pre-dawn catas-
trophic road accident.

en of them were in critical
condition. They are Halim Ud-
din, ibor, Harunur Rashid.
Fazlu. Taher. Amjad, Sultan.
Keramat All. Julhash. Alsar
and Raichuddin.

Police said the accident oc
curred at 3 am amidst thick fog
that blanketed the way. The
sand-laden truck hit a tree and

il Into a roadside ditch as the
iiriver lost control.

The victims — small traders
:;Hitllhflurtfl — were ira
v Lhe Jamalpur-bound vehicle.
BSS adds: Prime Minister
Sheitkh Hasina erday ex-
pressed her profound grief at
the loss of lives in the truck ac-
cident.

SAARC jurists on separation of judiciary

Transparency in appointment
of judges a pre-requisite

Some lfidlﬂliufl“”“ﬁ of
SAARC countries ve stressed
the need for more tr

mw and promotion
of justice and higher court
m is a pre-requisite for

separation of the judiciary
from the executive, they ob-
served.

The judges and law practi
tioners were discussing £
day on the ¢ — In -
dence and the ation of the
Judiciary as Part of the Consti-
tutional Check and Balance

Country tive —held at a
city hotel as 1 of the three-
day Fifth > Law Confer-

ence. which began here on Fri

hrurutrm B-Inir:hﬁ Justice of In-
an idea of setting up of 'national
judicial council’. in the SAARC
countries for recommending
appointment of the chief justice
aldm higher courts.

ng to queries from
Lhe audience . Justice Bhagwat|

explained that €fach country
could form a ‘national judicial

By Staff Correspondent

council of its own with the
Chief Justice as its head and
Law Minister. Attorney Gen-
eral, Leader of the ition
and some leading jurists on
members.

An eminent retired judge
from Pakistan, Nasim Hasan
Khan. who was chairi the
sesslorn su justice y
watl's concept saying suc

Police drive to
trace 'rape’
victims in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 28: Police
launched a drive today in Nan-
dankanon area of the city to
trace the reported victims of
r which -:ir:led a sensation

" i- in
a vlrn:rgulu t’:lﬂ}'l.,* —

The Additional Commis-
sioner of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP) or-
dered detective branch person-

Sere Page 12 Col 3

councils are there in Ncﬂ:.
Bangladesh and Pakistan t

their fu are a bit dif-
ferent Irom what Justice Bhag
watl suggested

Justice Nayeemuddin of
Bangladesh, Syed Shabbar
Rizvi, Additional Advocate
General of Punjab. Pakistan
and Abrar Hasan and another
leading jurist from Pakistan
also took in the discussion

State Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs. Abdul
Matin Khasru, Chairman of
SAARCLAW of Bangladesh
chapter. M Amir-Ul Islam and
over 50 other distinguished ju-
rists and law practitioners
from SAARC countries were

emphasis

stacles that bar tion and
independence of judiciary
though constitutions of the
countries have guaranteed such
independence. They also
pointed out that removal of
racial and religious discrimi-
nations, restoration of social

See Page 12 Col 6
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