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large peaceful atmosphere in
the country. the organisers

said

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in a message yesierda
greeted the devotees from all
over the Muslim world.

The Primme Minister extended
her sincere greetings to tens of
thousands of Muslim devot=e=
who will be attending the three
day congregation

Although the nment
has taken some steps to keep
the traffic system smooth on
the roads lhnﬁt the Ijtema
venue and provide emergency
medicare services and waler

care camps at the venue to
maintain law and order and

provide emergency medicare
services.

This correspondent while
visiting the area found that
buses and mini-buses were be-
I.lx parked in a chaotic manner

er off-loading the devotees,
creating traffic jam on the

Dhaka-Mymensing highway,
ljtema venue.

Although there are several
medicare camps set up by dif-
ferent NGOs, none has adequate

of medicine.
nt-run Tongi
Modern tal. located very
close to the ljtema venue. has
not any medicare camp.
asked. a doctor of the

Myanmar currency seized
Nine including 2
Myanmar citizens

held in Teknaf

COX'S BAZAR. Dec 27: BDR
personnel today cauﬂ‘nl nine
pelnlh. including two Myanmar
nationals, along with huge
amount of illegal Myanmar
r..'urrencﬂ from Teknaf border,
reports UNB.

They were caught at
Badarmokam on the bank of
the river Naf while they were

lllﬂly going to Myanmar.
zens are identified as' Abdul
Karim and Salimullah. The
others are; Mohammed Nur.
Mohammad Hakim. Abdullah
and Rahmatulla of Teknaf
thana and Nur Mohammad,
Abdur Rashid and Mohammad
Jalil of Ukhia thana.

BDR jawans also recovered
one | Myanmar currency
from their possession.

The arrested were handed
over to Teknaf thana and a case
was filed with the police in this
connection.

DUTA iterates
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Nuban Ahmed, a teacher of
the De t of Economics,
died at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital on December 26

last year, ten days after he sus-
tained serious injuries by an

unidentified on December
17 near the Sangsad Bhaban.
His first death anniversary was
observed on Thursday.

The conlerence was attended
hD‘UTﬁ idcr;tﬂl:mf ATM
urul . gen secretary
DrAAM E“:}\mﬂn Si . Dr
Shahid Akter Hussain. Prof S
M Imamul Huq and Prof Syed
- Gdasuddin Ahmed.

BM Abbas
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resources and the efforts he
made for the wellbeing of the

gﬁ' khwani of BM Abbas AT
- will be held tomorrow after Asr

pra at his residence at Road
1. Dhanmondi.

John Major
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The announcement said the
forthcomi visit of John Ma-
Jor will mark a new chapter in
the relations between the two
countries.

the visit, the two

Prime will hold for-
mal talks when will review
broad of rela-

tions as well as international

E

John Major will also call on
President Justice Shahbuddin
Ahmed.

MOU signed
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man of the Board of Investment
(BOI) and Chung In-yung,
chairman of the Business

the MOU on be-

s

%
:

|
1

ommissioning of the

i

alla Business Grou
keen interest in de-
velopment of river banks, The

:
i

for
upgradation of Chit
Imgh ports.

period
effect from the day of

ijtema at Tongi

-

|

hospital said outdoor lacilities
have been kept open for 24
hours but there is no special

room or bed for providing
emer services to the devo-
E. OWever, ic;vr of doctors

employees the h ital
have been cancelled on tﬁm
casjon.

>ome patients at the oul

duor of the hospital alleged that
doctors gave only prescription

but no medicine

The t latrines and
totlets were giving bad smell
Organisers said that at least 30
barrels of bleaching powder
were needed to those free of
bad smell but they get only two
barrels from the local health

department.
Govt destroying

democratic
atmosphere: B Chy

Deputy Leader of the Opposi
tion in Parliament Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury yester
day called upon the miment
to change its attitude and be
have like a democratic govern
ment, reports UNB.

You cannot expect democ
racy from the Opposition when
you are resorting to undemo
cratic behaviour and destroying
the country's democratic atmo
sphere ... IENF is ready lo resisi
such undesirable attitude,” he
said.

The BNP leader was address-
ing a meeting, organised on the
occasion of the 18th foundi
anniversary of the Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
(J ). in front of the party
central office in the mrugg

Presided over by J pre-
sident Rezabuddowla Chow-
dhury, the meeting was also
addressed, among others, by
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, y leaders
Matiur Rahman and Kabir Mu-
rad, and JASAS general secre-
tary Wasimul Bari Rajeeb.

Prof B Chowdhury said par-
liament should be run accord-
ing to the Rules of Procedure,
not by the will of the Speaker

"Either the Speaker should be
replaced or his attitude would

have to be changed.”

|

I
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20 houses at Barisal

sweeper colony
set ablaze: 30 hurt

t the police and
the fire brigade from coming to
the spot.

Police fired 36 blank shots,
lobbed 22 rounds of tear gas
shells and resorted to lath.
icharge o disperse the people

The uly commissioner
held a meeting with the leaders
of different political parties
and the elite of the town 1o
deluse tension and restore
peace A commitiee has been

lotined with an AIDC, ASP and a
representative ol the
pourashava for this purpose

Advice to deposit
Hajj expenditure
by Dec 30

The Hajj pilgrims under gov
ernment management who
have deposited advance house
rent ol Tk 16,000 lor hiring
houses at Makkah have been

advised to Lt rest of the
Hajj expenditure by December
30 UNB.

An official handout said on
Thursday. the Hajj pillgrims
have been asked to t the
rest amount of Tk 62 815 to the
bank where advance house rent

money was ted and 1o
take receipt of Tk 78.815 af-
ter filling up Hajj form.

The Hajj forms duly filled in

should also be deposited to the
offices of their respective
deputy commissioner by De-
cember 30 positively

The Daily Star

'No possibility of fertiliser crisis

Delivery from CUFL ready

stock for 24 dists begins

It was told that the delivery
from Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
Facto for 24 districts of
I‘la.rLla?( Khulna, and a part of
Chittagong division is going on
from a ready stock 33.000

metric tons
There is no possibility of fer:
in those dis-

tiliser shortage
tricts although the f[actory
ceased its production due to
short of gas supply on De
u-ml::ﬁi, the meeting was told
Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed. Agri-
culture Minister Motia Chowd -

Last respect

From Page |

Another report adds: Chiel
Whip ol the Jatiya Sa and
Chairman of the ational
Commitiee on Chitt Hill
Tracts (CHT) Aflairs | Has
nat Abdullah said here today
that the persons for
the assassination of Subinoy
Chakma would be brought to
baook

The chiel whip who flew In
here today o meet the members
of slain Subinoy Chakma was
addressing a gathering at local
circult house today

Abul Hasnat Abdullah said
Pritne Minister Shetkh Hasina
has already directed the local
administration to immediately
round up the person or persons
responsible lor the killing

Chiel ol Armiy Stafl Lt Gen
Mahbubur Rahman addressing

the gathering said Lhe CHT
ems could not be solved by
the eflorts ol the government

and secunty lorces alone
Rahman urged the peopie o
furrish the security lorces with
information aboul the assassi
nation of Subi Chaluna
Earlier the chiel whip ac
companied by Army Chief Lt
General Mahbubur Rahman
met the lamily members of
Subinoy Chakma: Abdullah
handed over a cheque for Taka
one lakh (o the wile of Subinov
Chakma. while the Chiet ol

Armiy Staff Lt Gen Mahbubur
Rahman announced that he

will give Taka one lakh t
fij of the victim =75

School girl
kidnapped

A school girl was kidnapped
from Maghbazar in the city on
Thursday, police said. reports
UNB.

A group of young men took
Ruma, 14, from in front of her
residence at 593/A Peererbagh
at Maghbazar at about 1 pm on
the day.

She is a student of class eight
nf Shahnoori Girls High School
in the city.

Her brother Nurul Islam
Nayan filed a case with Ramna
police accusing one Shaheen
and his (Shaheen's) friends of
the abduction.

Art exhibition
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breathed his last, in her pres-
ence at a festival al the
TSC

She also recalled with -
tude the glorious role of the
artists in the War of Liberation.
They not only inspired the na-
tion in the freedom struggle
with their paint-brush, but
some of them also took up arms
in hand, she said.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
distributed prizes among the
award-winning artists whose
works were put on display at
the national art exhibition.

Dilara m Jolly, Alok
Roy. Raihanul Kabir and
Ahmed Nazir received hon-
orary
Rahman received the Pacific
Group gold medal. Sheikh
Afzal, the Bhorer I{agﬂjawari
Tarun Ghosh the Bank
award and K M A Quiyum the
Shilpakala Academy award.

e recipients of honorary
award got a crest and a cheque
of Tk 10,000 each while the
other four got Tk 50,000 each.

Some 268 works of art by
213 artists are on display at the

Shilpakala Academy gallery
du the three-week national
exhibition.

award while Wakilur |

S W]

SAARCLAW confce begins
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rich cannot sustain the system
to maintain the status gquo. The
earlier we are conscious of this
possible icament. the better
it will be for charting an appro-
priate course of change.” she
added.

Sheikh Hasina reiterated
hﬂ;javtmmcnt's commitment
to saleguard, protect and defend
the Constitution and to main-
tain its supremacy as the em-
bodiment of the will of the -
ple and the foundation of the
rule of law. "Despite that, our
search for constitutional con-
tinuity and supremacy and ad-
herence to the rule of law have
often been interrupted by

us . she said.
Over 100 leading jurists and
law practitioners from SAARC

countries attended the session.
Chief justices of Pakistan,
Nepal and Bangladesh .Justice

Sajjad Ali Shah, Justice
Surenda Prashad and Justice
ATM Afzal respectively were
sitting besides Prime Minis-
ter

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed. Com-
munication Minister Anwar
Hossain, Agriculture Minister
Begum Motia Chowdhury, State
Minister for Law Abdul Matin
Khasru and head of the former
caretaker government Justice
Habibur Rahman were also pre-
sernt.

With SAARCLAW President
KK Venugopal in the chair, the
inaugural session was also ad-
dressed Justice ATM Afzal.
Director of SAARCLAW read out
a message from SAARC Secre-
tary General Naeem U Ahmed
while Secretary General of
SAARCLAW Dhara Wijayati-
lake presented a report on the
functioning of the forum.

Chairman of SAARCLAW
Bangladesh chapter, M Amir-
Ul-Islam delivered the address
of welcome, Vice Chairman M
Hafizullah gave vote of thanks
and Secretary General AFM
Mesbahuddin conducted the in-
augural session.

T Expressing the hope that de-
liberations at the conference

inister Sheikh Hasina inaugurating the Fifth SAARCLAW (Conference atthe International
in the city yesterday.

would help establish. sustain
and cherish justice for all in
our societies, Sheikh Hasina
said. "I do hope from the delib-
erations and discussions. we al-
in the SAARC countries will
have guiding points for societal
management and progress to
the protection. flourishment
and benefit of the common
people.”

erming law an end-product
of a process based on people's
representation. Sheikh Hasinma
said. law is an expression ol the
collective will of the people.

"As we tread along time from
one level to still higher levels of
civilised society. we have at
least three areas of action on or
relating to law. said the Prime
Minister. The areas are — em-
bodiment, application and in-
terpretation ﬂlP law, she added.

Chief Justice ATM Afzal em-

Armed attack on

Bakergan) BCL
leaders: 3 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 27: Three
leaders of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) unit of Bakergan
thana were seriously injure
when some armed BNP support-
ers attacked them at about 5 pm
yesierday at Bakerganj bus
stand.

Police and witnesses said a
oup of armed youths led
he brothers of the BN
Bakergan] unit president
swooped on the BCL leaders —
Khokan Masud and Tofazzal —

and injured them seriously.

Critically injured Khokan
and Tofazzal were sent Lo
Dhaka while Masud was admit-
ted to Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital.

Bakerganj police arrested
Matiar, Salam, Fazlu. Zakir,
Dulal and Babul in this connec-
tion. Two* cases were filed
against 37 persons.

socio-political
among SAARC nations "We
have common affinity. We have

hury. parliamentary affairs
advisor to the m’l’m

Sur
Cmeinory Uty S
tary M er Ali

Dr AM M Showkat
rongprd Bl ol Boo
committee attended the meet-

" Comverny of the comtuites

o T L

Ministry

room.

The government has taken

measures to | fertiliser to

meet the production

and imported fertiliser is also

on the way to these districts.
The meeting called upon the

district committees to complete

the whole of

e Tl i

sufficient members of dealers

were not appointed previously

600m Chinese
don't brush
their teeth!

BELJING. Dec 27 About 600
million Chinese — mostly peas-
ants and young students — don't
brush lm:.;;ﬂh. an :’I‘Fﬂrlll

: rrﬁl:u'ln ;

China's 1.2 billion people
tn_g'nn average of less then two
tubes of toothpaste each per
year. compared to an aver of
al Jeast five tubes ne to
maintain basic oral hygiene,
the Xinmin Evening News said
quating a China Toothpasle Aa
sociation official

"M present. about halfl of the

lation still do not brush
their leeth ~ the ma bl
in its Thursday edition

A su in northern Shanxi
province lound that about 95
per cent of peasant lamilies did
not have toothbrushes of tooth
jrasde il s

LU prasant couple bougiht a
il el roothpaste when they
puittad HBut by time their ¢}
reached the age of six or seven,
the toothpaste had still not
beern opened 1 sakd

In ncher rural areas, “many
peasant homes have colour
televisions relrigerators, el
cetera. butl no tools for cleaning
teeth,” the r said.

Even in ¢ ., not more than
60 per cent ol brush their
teeth. it said Some peasant
girls. meanwhile, rinse their
mouths with ume but dont
brush. it added.

It said the nationwide rate ol
51113_1'-1!13, or inflammation ol

¥ guuns, was 90 per cent.

Conference Centre
— Star photo

phasised establishment of rule
of law and independence of ju-
diciary. Reminding that the re-
gion is going to mark 50 years
of freedom from British colo-
inal rule next year, he called for
building up judicial fraternity
among the 5 states.
SAARCLAW [President KK
Venugopal said. “"When eco-
nomic tigers are emerging in
South-East Asia. unfortunately
we are lagging far behind. Let's
see collectively that how law
Eracuunnﬂa can contribute to
uilding a better future.”
Amir-UL-Islam said, despite
differences

common problem of povert
We are striving for rulcl:}?law,z.

A final report of the Confer-

ence will be presented at 9:30
<M lomorrow,

ICD expansion
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people will now be held this
afternoon.

A BR official told this cerre-
spondent that the authorities
were hopeful about resumption
of work immediately after an
amicable <s1,tjon to the prob-
lem is reached.

Resistance
sources sald that in today's
meeting they would demand
that BR authorities withdraw
cases against the Committee
leaders lodged on Tuesday ac-
cusing them of damaging

Railway property.

Residents of Mugda.
Sabujbagh, Ahmedbagh,.
Manda, Maya Kanan Madartek
and other adjacent areas had
earlier tu down BR's offer
for use of an alternative road to
be constructed near the existing
one. They also allegedly ran-
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Pous fervour. The religious
tival was marked ' :

prayer
ings for the emancipation of the
mankind in this world and the
world hereafter

rankhwani. Milad Mah-
fil. Zikir. Waz Mahfil. offeri
of fateha at the graveyards
feeding of the destitute were
held in different places of the

mosques including Baitul
Mukarram national mosgue
seeking peace and prosperity of
the country

Al -Jamaat clash in
Jessore: | killed

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE . Dec 27 One -
son was killed and five ot L]
injured in a clash between the
supporters ol Awami Le
and Jamaal-¢ Islami at Uttar
Bagan in Sharsha Thana of the
district yesterday morning

The dead was identified as
Fakir All. 55, r edly a Ja
maatl activist. He died on 1he

way Lo general hospital

Indian power
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chase ol power from India was
conducted by experts and offy
cials ol the Energy Ministry a
couple of months ago. It was
sent to the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina last month for
consideration

According 1o sources in the
Energy Ministry, the feasibility
study suggested that for pur-
ch power from India. a 40
kmm transmission line would
have W be set up from Jessore Lo
the border where it could be
connected with the Indian

wer lranspussion network.
nstallation of the line would
cost Tk 1.5 crore per kilometre
and take nine months, the
study said

Buat the problem is. India is
nol uilerested 1n selling power
in peak hours, when we want
Elll p‘“t mt Il]:l said.

t wants to supply ex-

cluding the pcakp uumis is
contrary to our objective.”

India generates 80 000 MW
power while Bai sh gener-
dles around 2100 ;

According to a study of the
World Bank. the lowest price of
power in Bangladesh is 4.23 US
cents per kilowatt hour lor Tk
.80 approximately) while in
eastern India. it is 2.59 cenis [or
Tk 1.10 approximately).

Five killed, 30 hurt in

road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At least five persons were
killed and 30 injured in road
accidents in Jessore and Dhaka
yesterday and the day before.

Our Jessore correspondent
writes: Three SOTIS WwWere
killed and 30 in
a road accident en Jessore-

Khuina hi v at
R htghﬁd Dullﬁ
in Jessore early yesterday
morning.
50. Abu Saleh. 32. and Sibu
Banik. 35. were killed on the
HI:L di to police. the
oo D . a8l -
cident mng:rred as the driver of
a Khuina bound night coach of
Hanil Enterprise suddenly lost
corirol over the wehicle and

look upside down after hitung
road- side tree "

BSS adds: The bus was to-
tally damaged and its roofl went
off the main

Twenty of the injured per-
sons were admitted to Jessore
Sadar Hospital Four of the in
jured including su sor and
Lthe driver of the bus were In

critical condition, hospital
sources said.

Another BSS report adds:
Two were killed in two
separate road accidents in Mir-
pur aréa of Dhaka city Thurs-

day.

police said an
unidentified person. aged about
55 was crushed under the
wheels of a truck on
Darus Salam at 1 pm. Po-
lice sent the body to the Dhaka

lh:);d(i.‘.?# Cnllt;;x Hospital

Wﬁc autopsy.

They seized truck. but its
driver to -

in the other . an

unidentified young man. aged
about 30, was inj seriously
at at 12:30 pm when a
speedy auto rickshaw knocked
him from behind He was im-
mediately taken to the
dic Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries after
sometime. His was also
sent to the morgue of DMCH for
autopsy

Two cases were registered
with Mirpur police station.

85 brokers shovilisted
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rupted trading at the Dhaka and
Chittag exchanges for two
days In November following
slump In prices

Some shares also remained
locked in thetr high pitch, forc
ing no transactions as the five
per cent circuit breaker re
mained in force.

The probe body headed by
Prof Islam will su it its re-
port to the SEC, within one
month, a SEC announcement
said.

“The stock market witnessed
unprecedented fluctuations and
lurnover in the recent times. In
many cases. stock prices were
irrational vis-a-vis the com-

assels and earnings

! %ny's ;
ere has been allegations that

manipulation and insider trad-
ing have caused these unusual
price fuctuations’. the an-
nouncement said.
The SEC said: It was further
alleged that the lack of trans-
and inad-
equacies in stock e:cha_:fen
might have also contributed to
the emer e of this situation.
Various reports have been pub-
lished in the pers in this
regard ... Under the circum-
stances. with a view to finding
out the actual situation and as-
certaining the systematic defi-
ciencies of the stock exchange,
the SEC has constituted a high
powered enquiry commitiee

comprising ted and neutral
persons in relevant fields.
Among the other members
ol the comunittee are Prof ATM
Zahirul Haque, Chairman of
Economics Department. Dhaka
University and retired Secre-
:&?‘ Law and Parliamentary
airs. Mirza Asaduzzaman
Al-Farooq. The names of a re-
puted chartered accountant and
ar mative from the Fed-
eration of Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
will be announced soon. The
committee may co-opt any

other member, if . the

announcement said.
Meanwhile, in another press

release, the SEC what

it said o ngs created in the
minds of the investors follow-
ing its request for certain in-
formation from the brokers/
dealers in Dhaka and Chitta-

gong stock exchanges.

To dispel an .
has sought certain information
from the stock-brokers/dealers
in Dhaka and Chitiagong stock
exc as of its routine
market monitoring, it said.
These information are kept by
the stock-dealers/brokers as a
normal requirement of trade,
and are for ‘s own use. it has
nothing to do with income-tax
matters or divulging source of
income, it added.

committee

sacked a train and damaged
hicles hwﬁﬂl Sod
on ;
R-m
Police and Motijhee
Sabujbagh thanas
nection.

and
th#® con-

BANGLADESH GARMENT MANUFACTURERS

2l AND EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION

7-9 Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215

BGMEA ELECTION 1997

There

Attention of the hon'ble Members of the
BGMEA! Member Units, who have paid
annual subscription upto 1996 but have
not submitted necessary papers, are
requested to submit the Voter Nomination
Letters along with other related papers
within 31st December'96 to become
eligible for enrolment as voters for

BGMEA Election'97.

iS no need to submit Voters'
Nomination Letters along with other
related papers for those whose names
appeared in the voters' list of BGMEA
Election'96 (held in February'96) and have
paid subscription for the year 1996 within
scheduled time (26th December '96).
Bng. Mohd Abed Mia (Retd)
Secretary, BGMEA and

Secretary to the Election Board
BGMEA Election 1997

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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