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Flrewurkerﬂ srrive infrent ofa burning church during ri-
ots in Tasikmalaya, a western Javanese town, on Thurs-
day. Thousands of people took to the streets burning
shops, trucks and a church in a string of attacks sparked

hy muunting religious tensions in this mainly Muslim
— AFP/UNB photo

First Secz of J apanese Embassy also released

LIMA, Peru. Dec 27:
rebels released Gultm.ﬂll

ambassador Thursday from the
where

diplomatic compound
103 other dignitaries remained
hostage. though talks between
ppborriy iy
a st reports

The release of Guatemala's
Ambassador' Jose Maria Ar-
gueta came without advance
notice or explanation. But Ar-
gueta said he was freed by leftist
rebels Thursday because of his
country s pen agreement
with guerillas that formally
will end Guatemala's decades-

longuciﬂl

Amaru rebels
the hullagcn for a ninth day
have said they want comrades
released from Peruvian pris-
ons, but also a national recon-

cillation which some observers
say is ar for amnesty.

"My liberation is an ac-
ment of the process
taking place in Guatemala,
where on December 29 a
will be signed” ending
bloodshed,
comments to r ers afler his
unexpected midafternoon re-
lease.

After negotiations that
lasted five years. Guatemala's
legislature last week approved
an amnesty for rebels aru:l sol-
diers accused of atrocities dur-
ing the 36-year conflict in
which at least 140,000 peopl
were killed. Signing is set nr
next Sunday.

Argueta was accompanied
Red Cross director Michel Mltl;;g,_r
nig. who moments later walked

the

ta said in briefl

with the Rev. Juan Luis Ci
ani, archbishop of Ayacuc
from the two-sto Jipnneu
ambassador’'s res to the
line of reporters who have
glln out a ﬁ:ll’-hlnck from

ing since the startling De-
cember 17 rebel act.

The archbishop said he
heard confessions and cele-
brated Mass for the hnnlacfeu
and rebels on Christmas day
and returmed Thursday to con-
tinue his pastoral wor

He said rebels were wrung to
seize hnutnﬁ:u to compel com-

liance their demands.
evertheless, he stressed that
they, too, want a peaceful end to
the drama they provoked, and
their views should be consid-

Reuter says, Malaysian For-

Peruvian rebels free Guatemalan
envoy as talks seem at standstill

eign Minister Abdullah Ahmad

Badawi met on Thursday with

Peruvian President A.Ihertn Fu-

{nnmuﬂ to discuss the 9-day-old
crisis in Lima.

Malaysia's ambassador to
Peru, Ahmad Mokhtar, was one
of 103 VIP hostages still being
held at the Japanese ambas-
sador's residence by rebels be-
longing to the Tupac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA).

Earlier AFP report says:
Leflist rebels released the First
Secrclu? of the Japanese Em-

enfi Hirata from the
hnmr: of the Japanese ambas-
sador here, whcr: they were
now holding ple r:a tive,

Visibly weak irata, identi-
filed by a Japanese Emhans_',r
spokeswoman. was wheeled out .

s
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— I nter nation ] S

Tropical storm lashes
Malaysia: 106 dead

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 27:
Police listed 106 people as dead
in a killer tropical stormn which
hit Malaysia's eastern Sabah
state, with 98 bodies recovered
and more than d{ 00 listed
as as of this morning,
reports i

"A rescue team of 230 civil-
ians and police has resumed op-
erations early to scour
for possible survivors.” a
spokesman at the Sabah state

lice operations room, Majid
ahmud, told AFP by tele
phone.

Police had late Thursday
listed a total of 110 people miss-
ing in the six hour rainstorm

which swept away 524 houses in
three districts in the rural inte-

rior of the state. on the island of .

Borneo.
Helicopters are being used to
rescue those trapped in the

floods, police said.
The worst battered area was
the interior town of Keningau,

where 78 bodies were recovered.

Majid said the storm had
abated, but weather remained
-.m-lr

Chief Minister Yong Teck
Lee has declared a state of alert
and had ordered the state as
well as district-level national
disaster committees to be acti-

:;ntlpdtuprnﬂdcmmqr&
e

Tropical storm 'greg’ moved
in late Wednesday from the
South China Sea, producin
strong winds and torrentia
rain and resulting in
widespread floods, damaged
buildings and sunk boats.

Majid said 500 houses were
swept away in the u dis-
trict, 14 in another rural dis-
trict of Tuaran and 10 in the
Kota Kinabalu district.

Roads i Sabah's state
capital of Kota Kinabalu to
Keningau have been severed af-

ter two bridges were washed
away.

Hebron accord likely

byJan 5

JERUSALEM. Dec 27: Israel
and the Palestinians said
Thursday they were closing in
on an elusive t on He-
bron. with a expected by
New Year's and an Israeli troop
Elﬁllt from the West Bank city

Jan 5, reports AP.

Negotiators met Thursday to
put the t in writing.

Israeli officials said only
technical issues remained un-
resolved. such as the number of

to be set up between
areas controlled Israel and
the Palestinians after the pull-
out. An estimated 500 Jewish
settlers live among 130.000
Palestinians in the tense city.

"We had some good, substan-
tive meet ." said Martin In-
dyk. the ambassador to Is-
rael. who attended Thursday's
talks.

Palestinian tiator Saeb
Erakat said he hoped the two
teams could resolve the remain-

-related issues by
. "We hope that we can

as soon as possible.”
he said.

The two téams met for a sec-

ond time Thursday evening in
THMltthcufﬂﬂ:ot'Dd:nnt

BRIEFRY |

Minister Yitzhak Mordechai,
an Israeli official said. )

A Palestinian official said a
Palestinian team was (0 meel
with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in his office Friday.
No Israeli confirmation was
available.

Israel radio said Palestinian.

m:r:uri chief Jt:'l]:lﬂl Rajoub

urge Mordechai to reopen
Hebron University. which was
closed several months ago by
Israeli authorities as a hotbed
of Islamic militant incitement.

President Clinton’'s Mideast
envoy, Dennis Ross, was to re-
turn to the region on Monday to
oversee the final stretch of the
talks.

In three months of negotia-
tions, there have been repeated
predictions that t was
near, only to be dashed by new
obstacles. However, Thursday
marked the first time both sides
were confident to

enough to give

Palestinian leader Yasser
bran Specnims t be :};..“E,

it to
New Year's Eve, said Pales
Hniln legislator Hul:ln

Car bomb blast kills 10 in

nplndedlnaer:rwdrdmtnnh

A car bomb
10
—Pr i
at 20, reports
The bombing was.

Muslim militants utﬁpptd up attacks atmed at derailing
s efforts to consolidate power and crush a

dent Liamine Zerou
nearly 5-year-old insurgency.

The bomb went off near a cultural centre and a

at 1:45 PM (1245 GMT),
da

Elling at

the t.ll.-mﬂ dcadl
b mmﬁ hs

Presi-

station
five cars and a bus. The blast

a 500 metre (yard) radius in Hussein-Day. one of the

capital's busiest working-class neighbourhoods.

ﬂlgg seized in India: aan poiice
kilograms of stm

million rupees {about B90

90,000 U8

mmmn-hm:m:

travelling In a car near the Indo N-v.'pl! border on Wecm:l
Press Trust of india said on Thursday. Xinhua reports from New

Delhi

Acting on a lUp ofl. the Indian

out the

police
and intercepted the car in Uttar Pradesh. After a thr

search. the police recovered as many as 531
biscuiis from an ingeniously made cavity on t

vehicle,

marked
floor ol the

6 Brotherhood men freed in Cairo:

n proseculors Thuraday

released six of 40 members of

the fundamentalist Mushm Brotherhood arrested recently in

Cairo and brought belore

the authorities lor

inciting

disturbances. judicial officials said. AFP reports from Cairo.
The six were Cairo University students, the source said,
nddusﬂ:mtht prosecutors look into consideration that they must
r first term exams In a few days and let them out on
E;.,‘ earlier in the day Prosecutors decided Lo detain lor two
weeks the other 34 Muslim Brotherhood militants

Bmm-hmdnlnn 14 n Guatemala:

and 45 were
west ol
temala City
squad
into a ravine nine metres (30 feet)

bus swerved off a b
said, AFF reports from
Abelardo Diaz, a rescue

ured Wednesday when their
temala City firefighters

spokesman. said the bus
after the

vehicle's front tires burst and the dniver lost control. Five
people died at the scene. Nine others died at local hospitals.

BHﬂethﬂEm%

A fire
al least

Smntnflhtm}urujhad

F'lemadﬂmnn

ulfed a candy store after bottle

t people and serously Injunng t
pnhu-umd ﬂigruhmmm -

serious burns and were

Armenia:

Eight chiidren were killed in a fire sparked by an electric heater
at a boarding house in the Armenian capital. officials said

Thursday AP reports
The fire broke out on the

from Yerevan.

L of December 23 n a

house for children with disabilites. Six children died on the

About 40 rc.-btls

movement on Wednesday entered the village

. 560 miles (900 kilometers) north of the
After searching homes. they selected a ;
with stones and knives, police said As they left the

m&mtdh:hnﬂy The insurgents

tﬂ!ﬂﬁﬂmthc

theﬂmmmmm
earthquake recorded at 4:55 am

from the Maoist

. officials said Four

Path rebel

of Abra de

. Lima

and them

. the

a dozen and the
stole the van

Hn:tﬂ:;m'um

tme (2055

GMT Thursday). has its epicentre about 190 km (1 18 miles) west

of Jay

. the observatory said.

5 die as train hits van in

L1 arrives
in Moscow

MOSCOW, Dec 27: Chinese
Premier Li Peng arrived here
today on a three-day visit
aimed at bolstering economic
ties, Russian news agencies re-
ported, says AFP.

Interfax News Agency said Li
Peng would meet President
Boris Yeltsin at around 11:00
am (0800 gmt) Friday, and later
hold talks with his Russian
counterpart Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin.

Li was accompanied by Vice
Premier Li Langing, Minister of
the State Planning Commission
Chen Jinhua and officials from
the nuclear and aviation
industries.

The Russian-Chinese talks
are expected to cover Russian
pe patlunhi;ldr(;lcl]ma': huge

ree gorges ectric pro-
ject on the Yangtse River, and in
the construction of a nuclear
plant in Jiangsu

Li and Chrmumyrdln nn:

mectings and discuss plas &

a :ummlt meeting

Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng waves as he is cheered by well-wishers upon his arrival at
the Vnukovo-I1 Airport in Moscow on Thursday. Li Peng is in Moscow for a three-day
ing economic ties. He is to meet with Russian President Boris

working visit aimed at

Yeltsin and Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin on Friday.

— AFP/UNB photo

France urged t;:u

- change its policy |

on Zaire

GOMA. Zaire. Dec 27: The
leader of Zairean rebels fight-
ing to overthrow the regime of
President Mobutu Sese Seko

Kabila stressed that the
Tutsi-led rebels of the Demo-

Inllll'rlhltr']r Intelli-
ursday, reports

Wallc Samarral,
in exile in

siatement Lo
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DeBlozment of Indian Prithvi missile

Pakistan reserves right to

retaliation: Spokemnan

ISLAMABAD. Dec 27: Pak-
ist on Thu said it re-
'_'d;a the 1o r;{smd to

as rmuymalt rnianﬂea

.AJ;#H effice spok

spokest
said ‘over the years rakadion
at wa that In-
dia would de the Pakistan-
specific Prithvi missile which
was capable of carrying
wea s of mass destruction ™
terating Pakistan's con
cern over the dep t of the
guided missile. which has a
range of 250 kilometers (156
miles), the kesman said it
threatened to spark a ballistic
misaile arms race in South Asia
and "posed a threat to peace and
security in the region.

The missile was made avail-
able o the Indian Army carlier
this month,

The spokesman said: “Pak-
istan reserves the right to take
necessary measures to safe-

£ nmq
S e R et

T'hr spokcmn ruled out

possibility of resumption of
stalled di between the two
countries during the current

interim government in Pak-
istan. which is to go to the polis
on F 3.

He said Foreign Minister
Yaqub Khan last week met with
his Indian counterpart during
the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
[SAARC) conference in New
Delhi

It was "hasically a cou
call " which should not be seen
as a formal bilateral meeting.

Dhingut was wsycndcd af-
f& the last round ol talks be-
bween foreign secretaries of the

countries here in January

e et

s to A to

mhﬂu:‘nguvr discussions on the

disputed Kashmir region. over

which the rival neighbours
have fought two wars.

However, on "humanitarian
grounds" the two sides have
agreed (o release fishermen ar-
rested on charges of illegal fish-
ing in their territorial waters
and ised the need to free
civilians held by both, he said.

He said their exact number
was not yet known and each
side had indicated willingness

1o investigate and prepare a list
of the detained people.

South Korean opposition MPs protest after the ruling party rammed laws through Parlia-

ment on labor

rnights and increased secret police power by staging a sleep-in at the Na-

tional Assembly hall on Thursday. Government MPs crept into Parliament before dawn

Mlytﬂhmtthnpmuonmvmnnlﬁhllmmm

— AFP/UNB phata
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Blast kills 5 pilgrims
Myanmar junta closes

religious shrine

YANGON, Dec 27: Myvanmar's
military rulers have ordered a
religious shrine where a
timebomb explosion killed five
people to close between 5.00
p.ni. and 6.00 a.m. (0930 to 2230
GMT) for security reasons. re-
ports AFP.

The shrine had previously
been open 24 hours a day to al-
Iuw pircims lo pay their re-

is to a lnnr.]!‘: relic ol the
Euddha on loan from China for
a 90-day period.

Elsewhere in Yangon, the
situation appeared normal as of
this morning.

The relic, which arrived ear-
lier this month, is kept at the
Maha Pasana Cave where a

homb planted in a vase for

[lower ni’l‘:rnlga exploded
Wednesday night, kﬂling five
le and injuring

e ruling junta blamed
Burmese student exiles and
Karen ethnic insurgents for the
murderous incident. saying
they wanted to destabilise the
nation through terrorist activi-
ties and to trigger a diplomatic
row with China.

On Wednesday t. as the
shrine was crowded with pil-
grims, a first bomb ed on

an external staircase without
causing any casualties.

The second blast came inside
the cave just over two hours
later as security men checked
the pagoda complex. Five pil-
grims were among the injured.

AP adds: The seventh annual
Yangon marathon scheduled
for Decemuber 30 was postponed

this time i tely.

five people at one of the city's
pagoda’s. state-run newspapers
reported Friday.

Originally planned for De-
cember 12, the marathon was
first postponed on December 6
after st t protests erupted in
Yangon and the military gov-
ernment barricaded several
roads along the race route to
prevent demonstrations and
marches.

No reason was given for the
second postponement. but with
soldiers standing guard at the
Kaba hﬁr pagoda. where a bomb
killed five penplr and injured

- Uruguay has endange
a bombing that ltllled '

17 on Wednesday night. it was
clear the authorities were con-
cerned about discouraging any
possible new protests and
maintaining strict order.

8 were also guarding
the Chinese em and the
home of the Chinese ambas-
sador.

China has loaned Myanmar
what it says is a tooth the
Buddha, who founded the reli-
gion most Burmese follow 2,500
years ago. The sacred relic was
on display at the a com-

lex when the bomb went off.

t it was not damaged.

Hashimoto annoyed
at Uruguayan
court’s order on

terrorists

TOKYO, Dec 27: Prime Min-
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto said
Thursday he was annoyed by
Uruguay's apparent compro-
mise with the terrorists holding
104 hostages in the Japanese
ambassador's residence in
Lima. Peru, r s AP.

On Wednesday, a U yan
court had ordered the ase of
two imprisoned members of the
Tupac Amaru, the guerrilla

p that has taken over the
ambassador's residence. The
terrorists responded by freeing
the Uruguayan ambassador to
Peru, who had been one of the

Hashimoto told reperters
that by acting unilatesally,

. the
remaining hostages. of ®ght
nationalities.

"The inevitable result is that

tiations will be even more
difficult.” he added.

Forei Minister Yukihiko
Ikeda said the situation is now
“very severe,” and unilateral
;:'nmpemnﬂu; muh:lhunril]ﬂmt at-
empts to have the hostages
[reui all at once. .

‘In cooperation with the Pe-
ruvian rmment. we will do
everything we can to have all
lhl.' ull.a‘ﬂ:a released safely a

te.”" |keda said at a
uub:m nl' the Budget Commit-
tee of Parliament’s upper house.
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agic of music
For 12 days. 9-year-old Heather
Harcum lay in a coma Then her mother

favourite song. "Angels Among Us.~

played Heather's
by the country group

Alabama. And Heather came out of it, reports AP.

‘When it came on, she started crying. which we always did
when we heard that song.” Penny Harcum, 30, said in an inter-
view. "That clued me in that she knew what was on." |
crawled in bed with her. told her ‘1 love
tell me 'l love you' back. She did. |
cause her voice was muffled, and she did."

. and her to
her to say it again be-

Mrs Harcum was driving home from Christmas

November 30 when she got

shopping
into an accident with two other cars.

She and her 6-year-old daughter. Holly. were uninjured. while

the crash caused some bruisi
on Heather's brain. leavi I.hl:
Because it's believed

around them. doctors s
and y music Lthat lhn:l.ﬁ.t

whichlhl

Harcum tl'n.:._fht Heather would like to hear the song.
eather. Holly

ng or swelling and hemorrhaging

girl in a coma.

in a coma can hear things
the family read books to her

and Mrs. Harcum be-

cause it rtmtndu:l lhnnnfdecﬂledrdluvu She went
and fetched the tape, which had been tucked in Heather's

(:I'u'htmll stocking.

~Vieatner said

the song. | woke up and started cry-
it's a pretty song.”

song tells about down to Earth “in our
mm-hmnmmhmmc:m

Heather's doctors said she had been

llmrmdmdy
when Mrs.

Deﬁmg police ban, thousands demonstrate against Milosevic

The police were in
downtown Belgrade to 4
newly pronounced ban on anti-
Milosevic rallies that 37
days ago Protesters are
to the annulment of elec-

die-hard supporters could turn
agains!t him if major violence

rrugl:

rlier in the day. hundreds
of heavily armed riot police
scaled off the venue of the main
oppudtinn rally — a duwnm

u:m‘and :-vmt

thntutnd:mc[mmgnh
‘ move was only partially

successful. however. Some
60.000 people made their way to
another square ne

Although the e pres-
ence, the ban and the culd
-ﬂl.hﬂ' cut turnout from a

ular 100,000,
ers saw Thur-z’a.r-lly as a

ing them.”

Milpsevic “is cornered, in
panic,” exulted another opposi-
tion leader, Zoran
dont know how long e can
survive, but we can endure at
least one day longer than the

last {iDIIIIIHJTIllI dictator in Eu-

rope
Another tion leader,

Vuk Dra

g
|

"'ﬁ.‘.m

were clubbed.

A.l least one esters was
seen hit over the
ton and taken awa
lance. A Russian r::.m:n—
man was beaten and his camera
sinashed

About 10.000 students

marched arately earlier,

tures and snow and ignoring po-
Mce warnings to disperse,

The students carried
strings of garlic which they
was their defence
superstition it t
wards ofl evil spirits. Police did
nnltnt:mnt

opposition’'s mood

lurnad by reports that

the more

w had claimed their
n atality — a 39-year-old
of injurtes re-

than month-long

cay.
Pesic and | { me-
dia reported that Predrag

Starcevic had died Tuesday
#liatllpm{mﬁﬂn An
ce source confirmed the

Mln-tﬂ were hurt

Mh““. sl
g‘.‘ nrzn:mu--dm

activists
mmm
that their whereabouls were

ii

g

nish Prime Min-

said Tha Gonzalez's report
mﬂlmm
What our institutions sa il

[inal.” Nikola Sainovic. M
sevic's closest aide. told re-




