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Facing Facts in CHT

The dialogue for peace in the three troubled hill
districts of the country is on course. One gathers
this impression from the positive vibrations of the
two rounds of talks held on December 21 and 24. In
a strange way. this seems to have been reinforced

by the gunning down of pro-peace tribal leader

Subinoy Chakina. That has been an act of

by elements ruifled by a prospect for a change in
the status quo. :

The first two rounds of dialogue have been basi-
cally of a confidence-building nature. At the end of
the talks on December 21 both sides agreed to ex-
tend the ceasefire upto March 31 in a spirit of ‘cor-
diality and friendship.’ At the joint press confer-
ence Jatindriya Bodhipriya Larma, President of
the PCJSS hastened to add the word 'fruitiul’ to the
amicability theme of Abul Hasnat Abdullah, the
Chairman of the National Committee on CHT. Af-
ter the second round on December 24, Abdullah
said, "there has been much progress in the dia-
logue” while the PCJSS President Bodhipriya
Larma stated that it was 'meaningful.’ Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina made the nice gesture of tele-
phonically enquiring about the health of the ailing
PCJSS leader Shantu Larma which the latter duly
noted with gratitude at the talks. The PM has also
directed all concerned to round up those who are
behind the killing of Subinoy Chakma. Mention
must also be made of the regrettable non-participa-
tion of the BNP MPs on the national committee in
the talks.

While exchange of pleasantries and nuanced ex-
pression of hopes are necessary parts of a negotia-
tory process resumed after a considerable time-lag.
we want the facts separated from the fiction and
faced squarely. We regard this as the precondition
to solving the deep-seated ethnic problem which
has had at least 20,000 people killed to date.

The five demands of the PCJSS include granting
autonomy to the regional council in 36 matters,
changing the nomenclature of the CHT as Jumma-
land, identifying the illegal immigrants since
1947, expelling them from the CHT and effecting a
land settlement of their choice. The tribals have
been suffering from a minority complex in view of
the ratio between them and the settlers now stand-
ing at 53:47. An extreme view taken by them is that
so long as the settlement issue persists, they might
even spurn an autonomy offer. If all their demands
were non-negotiable then why should the tribals
have sat for a dialogue with us at all? In principle,
we are not opposed to according them a special sta-
tus, if necessary with a constitutional guarantee,
but this must be done within the purview of na-
tional sovereignty and integrity in the best tradi-
tion of democratic pluralism.

Cricket Deserves Better

Cricketers have made news agﬁn This time for
a sad cause. With the season for this e of a cho-

sen part of our calendar at its peak, the authorities
have requisitioned the Dhaka Stadium to accom-
modate an intempestive, commemorative football

tournament: the first Bangabandhu international
football championship. While the Football Federa-
tion's decision to launch an international tourne
as a mark of respect to the architect of des
calls for ready commendation, the element of my-
opia which has had cricket thrown unceremoni-
ously out of the Dhaka Stadium asks for an re-
sounding condemnation. No wonder, the cricketers
have announced programmes protesting this "in-
justice” with the most notable among them being a
practice session on the road in front of the Na-
tional Press Club.

Cricket, notwithstanding the Kengan tgpe deba-
cles, is still the only team game which holds an
promise for us to reach the international standard.
And with the ACC Trophy in our pocket, the ideal
situation should have been an integrated approach
to uphold the cause of cricket and cricketers until
at least the next ICC Trophy, to be held in Malaysia
early next year. Unfortunately, the truth has been
far from that. Let alone preferential treatment,
cricket has strugﬁ]ed to get even the commonsense
treatment from the authorities. The latest example
of this appalling reality has surfaced in the recent
gesture of the National Sports Council (NSC) and
the Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF).

By holding the football 'show' sports authorities
can only impede the national cause. Because the
suspension of the ongoing domestic cricket
leagues, and the ballyhoo over this can only un-
dermine our ICC preparation.

Besides, by causing disruption to a game deemed
promising in the popular imagination, the author-
ities have unduly controversialised a great leader.
And all this for an ordinary club level tournament
and not even an international meet!

With the pitch cut up, the damage game's lovers
in the country were afraid of, may have already
been done. We now expect the Sports Ministry to do
something so that threats to our cricket prospect is
contained to the minimum. It is about time we
stopped putting the cart before the horses.

Chaos at Kamalapur

Bangladesh Railway's (BR) bid to expand its In-
land Contained Depot (ICD) at Kamalapur has suf-
fered reversal at the onset. According to a report
published in last Thursday's issue of The Daily
Star, local people strongly resisted the rudimen-
tary effort for expansion resulting in the suspen-
sion of spade work. The cause of the strong resis-
tance mostly by people residing in the areas on the
east and west of the Kamalapur railway station is
understandable.

The link road which is now at peril of being de-
voured by railway's ICD expansion project has
been of great help to people of these areas in getting
transported to the city centre or the official down-
town rather quickly.

The crisis could have been averted if the BR had
done beforehand what it is doing now: seeking
opinion of the local people. Now that it has awaken
to the democratic wisdom, albeit under duress, the
BR should not allow the acrimony to hibernate.
More importantly, no quarter should be allowed to
politicise the issue. It is a matter of public incon-
venience and national interest. With help from all

concerned quarters, BR should have the matter set-

tled quickly. :
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ment,
present status of women around

t unfortunately. t

the does not seem to bear
that out. Few statistics are pre-

the world are
the worst victims of exploita-
tlon and deprivation. Available
research reports tend to show

Let there be Light

No nation can claim to be civilized or
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developed
perspective. To this effect, they need to change the century-old outmoded laws and regulations,
beliefs and suppositions that seemingly deter women to ehe out a better dividend.
Let women come to the forefront.

discriminatory treatments to
them. Women have very little

aboul Lhe laws of the
land If

cesses (o such laws are limited
If the access is found unlimited .
the male-dominated authority

barely seem to recognise the ac-
T

In a country like the US, in
every eight second. a woman is
oppressed and in every six sec-
ond, one woman is raped. In
India. every day on average,

-

m:unw“l

witnesaed 20 thousand women

The primary plank of food
iuml women. They also
cont e substantially to the
growth of GDP. But most of the
contributions fail to enter into
government's statistics. In poor
societies like Bangladesh.
women usually eat meals after
the males have finished .
are the first to rise from bed but
the last to to bed. Despite
their able sharea in the
economic uplift of the house
hold. women are virtually lefl
out of decision making pro
cessrs In most of the societies
women have rare access to the

In Bosnia- - IH Erﬂ corporate mmpl

nies one executive woman
stands against 100 executive

: ual rights of
women. but equal status and
equal rights are to be reali-
ties. The last carnival was held
in Beijing in 1995 and was par-
licipated by representalives
from more :ﬁ.n 90 countries

collateral-free
credit programmes either by in-
tegrating them with their pre-

existing social welfare

pro-
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Two Hundred Days of Uncertain PM

Ammmzmmummmmw.nmmmmm

have realised by this time that it is not the geographical distance alone, but the emotional one as well in a

RIME Minister Deve Gow-
da's difficulty is in some

P WAays wWorse it seems,

It s not the uncertainty of
Congress .UPT.L which has
been under threat since the
beginning. Nor is it the
government's prosaic perior-
mance, however disheartening.
it is not even the contradictions

of the United Front because
they have been there from the

day it was pum

Gowda's is that he is
trying to touch too many points
at the same Ume, with no fol-
low-up. He goes to the north-
east, a good ure early in the
innings. and announces a bo-
nanza ol Rs 700 crore. He takes
up Kashmir and assembles a
package of Rs 650 crore. He pre-
sides over Lhe Planning Com-
mission and lays down an an-
nual growth rate of seven per
cent in the ninth plan. without
discussion. And somewhere
along the line, he declares the
ereation of Uttarakhand, a
state to be hacked from Uttar
Pradesh.

All these statements assume
importance because they em-
anate from the prime minister.
They are promises which have
10 be made good. Presuming he
means business, where are the
men or material to give them
shape? The bureaucracy has the
same old formulas, which have
been found wanting. And the
few advisers Gowda has did not

have the sweep or the vision to

which is not yet a

structure.

straighten the .
siraigh 'pmtlleml TE
eflorts made in the past and the
e made them.

is only one part. al-
{ it at a time when
the ntre and the states are
facing serious financial diffi-

culties will be hell of a :
The real ¢ l.mho”n
find solutions in the

north-east and Kashmir feel
hurt and humiliated are
an alienated lot. The security
forces. which have stayed for

ars in these areas have en-
orced a pattern of governance
that does not go well with a
democratic system Too many
forces. 100 many laws have
clogged freedom and liberty

A person like Gowda, who
belongs to a region which
knows the rigours of a faraway
state from Delhi, should have
realised by this time that it is
not the geographical distance
alone. but th: emictional one as
well in a country which is not
vel a federal structure. The dis-
enchantment in Assam, Naga-
land. some states in the north-
east. Kashmir and in certain
other parts of India is a symp-
tom. not the disease The dis-
ease is Lhe |
New Delhi which no amount of

money Can compensale
Gowda's priority should not
have been Lo write cheques but
L re-write such rules and r
lalions as have reduced t
slates Lo mere vassals Al least
the Sarkaria Commission rec:
ommendations on the Centre
state relations requiring no
constitutional amendment,
should have been implemented

oblems He can begin with

ashmir However imperfect
the stage elections have pro
vided an opportunity to initate
a process ol concillation. The
Kashmiris. Ured and exasper
aled, want peace This mood
will not last long New Delhi
must act now F Abdullah
is a lactor but he alone 18 not an
answer Lo the Kashmir problem.

~_ BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

3 this . But the manner in
the UFP's elected represen-
Latives have been treated — they

have not been allowed even 1o
take an oath of al — in-
dicates that New Delhi has the
last word. The appointment of
Romesh Bhandan as the gover-
nor speaks volumes about the
Centre s intentions. No closing
a4 park for his son's entertain-
ment. Probably. the Moghals
did so.

The Gowda government, for

The other leadership. that of
the Hurriyat and of others
should be associated with the
proposeéd talks. New Delhi's
thinking is reflected in the con-
tinuation of governor Krishna
Rao. who epitomises the ex-
cesses committed in the last few
years. Money is not an alterna
tive to a political settlement.
Past experience also shows how
the bulk of funds went through
the channels and ended up with
the same people.

‘Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.
. s n Flora) has no on ill
Prime Minister's live | 2 of Bengal Tiger o
TV programme :
MA Sattar

Sir, This is an appreciation

of certain important sugges-

tions, made by Mr. A EG.

Kabir of 33/1 Joarshahara.

Dhaka. on the PM's live TV pro-

ramme published in your
. dated 14-11-96.

I extend my cordial thanks
to Mr. Kabir for his nice and
constructive suggestions, to be

assed on to the Prime

inister, as well as to the BTV
authorities, through your es-
teemed dalily, for their active
consideration while conducting
the PM's next TV programme
expected to be aired, in every
six-month time. :

In addition to this, | would
also request the BTV authorities
not to allow any bijased
supporter, of BNP and it's the
notorious Freedom Party to

cipate in the PM's next live

amme.
M.Am

Green Road Dhaka-1215

"Diminishing tiger”
Sir, Forest Department's at-
tention has been drawn to a
blished editorial "Diminish-
in The Dalily Star

that there is no record of al
Bengal Tiger population at X

the Sundarbans

Wm.hu in the ed-
i al. Fores

Department
never heard of this number of
tigers in the Sundarbans in the

The tion of the
a tigris tigris)

MHﬁspahﬂyuﬂed
Bengal er' has been esti-
mated at 362 in 1993 by the

Forest Department. Earlier es-
timates like Guy Mountford put

the total tiger population
around 100. also esti-
mated tiger population with

large variations. The differ-
ences in the estimates were due
to different field tech

used. There is no indic

thlt.w is shrink-

(Convention on
In Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and

Deputy Chief Conservator of
Forests Deuelnpnfm Planning
Government of Bangladesh

Dish antenna and its
impact on our
posterity

Sir. Millions of Bangladeshi
viewers have been waltching
prugrnmm::h:n lel:vlnlt?}:
screen since opening u
TV station in our cnuntE'y.EIhiu
TV station was a state-owned,
low- transmission sys-
grmr rinli:lmly installed in the

uilding. After indepen-
dence the ment has in-
stalled the TV station a-
nently at Rampura in Dhaka.
Since then efforts for its im-
provement have been being
aimed at by the TV authority
under the government direc-
tives. After a long time TV
viewers have come in touch
with the network of dish an-
tenna. This has facilitated us to
watch updated world news and
views transmitted by BBC, CNN
and the like. It has opened a
new horizon to all sections of
educated #uple who have easy
access to 1V sets.

TV transmission is done on
frequency modulation (FM).
This FM system has a notable
limitation, that is, the FM
transmission gets restricted if
there are mountains or high-

rise in between the
lﬂm-uum.snnm-

not receive transmission from
distance or countries. To
overcome this limitation, some
technologically advanced coun-
tries have placed satellites in
the space. of these satellites
has covered the South and
South-east Asian countries.
This has made it ble to
cover this 24-hour
transmission systems. But it is

much necessary to fix a
m-f. na — satellite re-
ceiver — to receive such direc-
tional reflection by the satellite

The receiver is also a direc-
tional antenna. It is a dish-
shaped object made of solid
metal plate or metal net. An ad-
ditional electronic receiver is
fixed in its centre. Then it is set
on a high place facing properly
towards the satellite. Then spe-
cial cables are connected -
tween the dish and the TV sets.
This is how an individual can
be put into a dish antenna net-
work. Rampura TV station has
fixed a gigantic dish antenna on

ah tower.
%ﬁ?: relay transmission of

BBC and C the Ram-
E:;a TV station is popularl

wn as the network of dis
antenna. [t facilitates us to
watch the BBC from 7 am to 8
am and from 2 pm to 4.30 pm
and the CNN from 8 am to 11.30
am ex on Fridays. Whoever
has a set. can avail these
programmes at the mentioned
times. We get them at our home
channel.

This kind of free-hand re-
ception of all satellite-oriented
European, US and Indian
transmissions has some im-
pacts on our national character.
As for the state-owned network
of dish antenna, we can
say that the viewers get an
updated knowledge of world
events, news, views, sports and
other important business fea-
tures, But the private network
of antenna is us enter-
tainment as as all sorts of
acceptable and unacceptable
shows. Some of them are never
a part of our socio-cultural life.
Therefore, we are mixed
im on our na char-
acter. This will lead our young

eneration to an able
estination in the future. At
esent, it is to pro-
ess on such matter as we
should be cautious if not
alarmed about our children, re-
garding these mixed impacts on
our na characters.

The network of dish antenna
has the in]lmvln? ld'vlnugu.
We can know what the people of
other countries are at the
moment. We may feel ourselves
as the members of the world
community. We may have an
indirect bondage with the sor-
row and happiness of the world
population as a whole. Our gen-
eral knowledge increase with
an unthinkable f.m We may be
conversant with all modern
thoughts and techniques for
better living. Finally, there

come out other
with the continuation of this
network.

! attitude ol  its own sake as well as the coun- But it seems that the politi-
Irys. needs o take up a few cally congested domestic scene
—- = =
— e =
from the space As all good on earth

may turn to be bad fall
the hands of bad guys. We ma
not write off the probability o
evil impacts in the use of dish
antenna network in

5

—

- Bangladesh. Majority of our TV

users are half-educated. Their
understanding of some pro-
grammes m%be misleading in
their lives. ey may be mis-
taken with those alien pro-
grammes of show business as
their own. And by implying
them into our society, they may
create a socio-cultural imbal-
ance. Moreover tee may
not build up a morality
following some of these alien
Emgrammu. Some ignorant
ousewives and young girls and
boys may also indulge in free
sexual life which has no reli-
gious, social and lawful recog-
nition in our country. These are
the probable errors, we may
gain from the dish-antenna

network of private accord.
In this age of modernisation

and computer technol . we
adjust ourselves :lﬁn the

must
world community in all spheres
wisdom. So in

of knowledge
spite of some setbacks the net-
work of dish antenna is an
added facility for our nation.
We should do the best of its use.
We have to keep in our mind
that we shall accept the best
part of this and avoid
the worst. This is not the age of
backward march. So we have to
go ahead with not only the net-
work of dish antenna but also
any further new technology for
human welfare.

Lieut (Retd) Shahadat Hussain
Dhaka

Abduction

Sir. Just going through the
daily papers we the news of
abductions, which the newspa-
pers run out of space to print.
Actually. there are many such
crimes committed in different
places of the country rﬁul}'
that remain unnoticed. . on
reading the unabated flow of
kidnapping news, it appears the
aut ty concerned is not so
much active and alert.

If any danger befalls an-
other. we naturally do not be-
come concerned. But we feel
tensed when we become the vic:
tim of the same. The abduction
is becoming a chronic social
problem. So, the authority con-
cermed should take measures to
prevent it by dea]ing severely
with those involved in the
crime.

has !urc:j:l {j;'-'dl to stop out
into a realm pohry —
%iu - mulunﬂtlm
breakthrough on the Ganga
water has won him attention.
But for his assurance to West
Bengal chiel minister Jyoti
Basu on helping the Calcutia
port to stay navigable, the
ilﬂ,rml would not have gone
through. With Nepal also, the
relationship is far better fol-
lowing a settlement on the
Kour oject.
Even on Pakistan, Gowda's
approach has been applauded.
is message to Pakistan Presi-
dent Leghari to resume talks
confirms his intentions to
normalise relations with
neighbours. The visit of the
Chinese president Lo New Delhi
has opened new windows of op-
wnity. nat so much on 3
as on the norms how the
two countries should behave in
the region. Fore Minister
Indar Gujral may have done the
ground work but the credit goes
to Deve Gowda.

The rise or fall of Gowda is.
however, dependent on the do-
mestic scene, which is far from
happy. There is gloom on the
economic front. There may
only be a dip in the industrial
production and in the purchase
of durables. Still, the impres-
sion is that the country is tum-
bling down. The Prime Minister
may be quite right in maintain-
ing that everything has not
gone wrong in the last six
months.

But the disappearance of
wheat from ration shops is a
situation which. a country with
a large buffer stock, is not un-
derstandable. Import of wheat
has a dampening effect on a
country which has been export-

ing it till the other day. It is bad
for the reputation of a prime

minister who calls himsell a
farmer's son. He should have

As far as the public is con-
cerned. it has that the
corrupt administration is

E:Ily of all the lapses, whether
scarcity of wheat, rise is
?ﬂt.'ﬂ or even the perennial
allure of electricity. Char

against former ministers —

police officials have joined
their ranks — have already

pushed the mmt'l repu-
depth

person who is going hammer
and tongs against corrupt
politicians. Political consider-
ations are attributed to him be-
cause of the mathematics he
has have to work out 1o keep the
numbers straight. He is often
blamed for the CBIl's sluggish-

ness. That Congress t
Sitaram Kesri was by
the additienal solicitor al
of India was noticed with
alarm.

It seems that Deve Gowda's
instruments are blunt. The ad-
ministration has no longer a
sense of purpose. The values
and ethical considerations that
once motivated public servants
are lac . On the other hand.
he has not been abile to bind the
United Front together and span
its divisions. Both are a daunt-
ing task.

But he should have looked
like a prime minister making
an effort to retrieve the admin-
istration as well as erring
politicians. Even after 200 days
of prime ministership. he is
fumbling for ideas how 1o dao so.
Mere good intentions will not

do.

in which it has been stuck for so

long. What Dave Gowda does in

the next 200 days or whatever
how

Art
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Take It Away,Dor

day
party contri

A

Bill Maudlin is in charge
Taiwan, Thailand and Nepal.

“It's heartbreaking to return money to these peop
said. "It's insulting to mail back political gifts that rightfully
bdo_;ﬁ::d to us in the first place.”

: did you take the money to

"At the time we didn't realise that t

y only so they could tell their friends that they had White

ouse connections. As soon as we found out that they were
us for that . we were determined to put a stop to it.”
"What do you tell fat-cat donators?”

Bill handed me a

that the

amount

the entire we wish to thank
"Because of the refund we will

visits to the Oval Office at the White House and your
with Vice President Gore on the aircraft carrier of
This does not mean. however, that we no longer
Gao, the financier, in esteem. Nor are we canceling
your request for us to build a train tunnel

beneath Hmmt!:vﬂ_tst.ﬂmmhﬂhmmeptﬂdmr:hﬂﬂ

ity studies

OVEeTrseas

priorities
"That's a good

"People in Asia don'

the Democratic Party needs it."
“It's no fun. When a big
ts at least one

returning you

your casa. ™

LTHOUGH most Democratic Party
. one division is hard at
tions to donors whose gifts have rai

conflict-of-interest questions in the ;
of this section. When [ visited him

in his office, he was busy writing to the big contributors from

letter that
contribution. It read: "Dear Party Loyalist: | am happy to report

tial election campaign ended with a surplus
cash, and so we are retuming you check. On behalf of

letter.” | said. "You managed to give him back

his money without hurting his feelings.”
tnflke having their political contribu-

tions returmed because it can make them lose face.”
| commented to Bill. It must kill you to retum money when

spender

night in the Lincoln Bedroom. Here's an-
ot example of how we break the bad news to donors: 'We are
r check for $500.000 because the president wants

to know that he likes and tsmhm.lrﬂ.m-thr
mt you give to the party. Just ta other day Clinton told
me how much he missed playing pool with you in the White
House. He said that. even without your donation. his casa is

By arrangement with UNB and Los Angeles Times Syricate

S

workers are out holi-
work ret

le.” Bill

with?"

were dona to the

each retumed

for your generosity.
ave to cancel your u

your chtt;im,
hold your Uncle
our feasibil-

from Borneo gives to us. he




