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. Inside Today

Column : Beneath the
Surface

Peruvian rebels free
Guatemalan envoy as
talks seem at standstill

Tropical storm lashes
Malaysia : 106 dead
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Supplement

One-page special
supplement on the
birthday of King
Birendra of Nepal
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NEWS BRIEFS
Proposed strike in

jute mills called off

sirike in the
mills on De-

of the fabour

juie and s

i!tn'lmtﬂj

surance for lair disposal ol
their demands. an official
handout said on Thursday, re
ports BSS. :

Prisoner dies
in Sylhet jail

From Staff Correspondent’

SYLHET, Dec 27: An under-
trial died in the Sylhet
District Jall yesterday morn
ing, official sources said.

The prisoner was identified
as Abdus Shahid, 45. of Biani-
bazar thana. Me fell sick on the
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Body to probe ‘manipulations’

35 brokers in DSE,

CSE shorthisted

By Shehab Ahmed and Inam Ahmed

The Securities and Exchange
Commmission (SEC) has short-
listed at least 35 brokers in
Dhaka and Chittagong stock
exchanges whose volume of
trading had been unusually
high dur n'i the recent up-
heavals in the capital market,
highly placed sources in the

said.

"We are investigating those
on the basis ol certain infor-
mation as part of routine moni-
toring of the capital market,”
one source said.

Meanwhile, the SEC consti-
tuted a five-member committee,
headed by Vice-Chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University Prof

Ia.lam on Thursday to

probe the alleged ties

and nmrﬂpuﬂaﬁms in the mar-
ket.

The investigation by the SEC
and formation of the committee
came in the wake of a
Special Branch police who had

reportedly found underhand
dealings involving certain for-
eign traders eager to make a

'‘quick kill" in the hunmlng
market.
The SEC recently sent a noti-

fication asking brokers to
submit detailed statements

Ordn amending
'Artha Rin Adalat
Ain’ promulgated

The President has promul-
%?eted an ordinance amendi

‘Artha Rin Adalat Ain, 1
for bringing dynamism in loan
recovery and ensuring proper
enforcement of the law. reports
BSS.

The ordinance promulgated

on December 17 would in -
'6 Ka' lol-

rate a new Section
lowed the Section 6 of the Act
of 19

concerning their trading be-
tween July and November 15, it

considered to be the most
volatile period when rices
rose sh and slum A

It n looking for ir-
regularities in the tra that

might have led to the feverish
trend in the market, even push-
ing prices of moribund com-
pany shares to their peak.
Shares of certain companies
rose steeply, whose fundamen-
tals were not strong enough to

juﬂ.lfy the dizzying heights they

unm: com es also saw a
quantum jump in their prices
even though they were out of
production, without any assets
and future, the sources added.

The murky situation was at-
tributed to manipulations by
certain unscrupulous traders
by the kerb market dealers who
staged demonstrations and dis-

See Page 12 Col 7
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CRICKET ON A STICKY WICKET: National vice captain Aminul Islam Bulhul having an unprecedent-ed hattmg
practice on the street in front of Jatiya Press Club while fellow cricketers look on during their demonstration

yesterday, protesting the controversial allotment of the Dhaka Stadium to football in the middle of cricketing season.

(Detail on page 11).

—Star photo
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} of the ministers’ as-

Ijtema begins at Tongi

Lakhs gather on the
bank of Turag

By Staff Correspondent

Biswa Ijtema. the F.ccund
biggest congregation of Mus-
H:E:Ec a[te:lglrh: Hajj begins
today on the eastern bank
of river Turag at . about 25
KMs from the capital.

Although the ljtema will be
formally inaugurated today
recitation from the Quran and
Hadith and discussion on Islam

'F!!I'dl Akheri Mun-
ajat on Monday.

Mleng to Itndczu?t!"
Ijtema. about un cemnt of the
expected ltttndnnu have al-
ready arrived at the venue and
thousands of devotees are on
Moretharr s Mo pes-
ple uiunly gather on the octa-
slon.

Several thousand devotees
from 46 fore countries have
also arrived. The countries in-
clude India, Pakistan. Mala-
ysia. Indonesia, the Phili-
ppines, Th . Burma, Saudi
Arabia. Irdfy, Arab Emirates,
Egypt. Turkey. US and some
European countries. More
devotees from foreign countries
will arrive today, they said.

At least five al camps
named India, Pakistan,
Mn!ayaia, English and Arabian

ﬂs have 1 set up in the
nnr'l ern side of the pandel for
accommodating devotees from

abroad.

. galion Wil he bDig-

ger this because of a by and
Page 12 Cal 1

A memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) wagp signed be-

tween and a hr
company lor construction a
120 mw station in

ence of Minister

Hasina at her office yesterday,
reports BSS,

The MOU was singed when

MOU with ROK co for
120 mw power station

chairman of Halla Business
Group of the Republic ol Korea
andl Lthe leader of a visiting Ko-
rean business delegation called
oM the Prime inister the
moring

Fawlig-e Flahi Chowilhury
Hif Bikrami executive chair

See Page 12 Col ]
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John Major
dueJan 10

British Prime Minister John
Major will pay a three-day offi-
cial visit to Bangladesh from
January 10 at the invitation of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

UNB

He will be accompanied by
Mrs. Norma Major, an official
announcement said Th

The visit has a special sig~
nificance since this will be the
first meeting between the two
leaders and it takes at a
It;r:t when Bangladesh is cele-

ting its 25 years of :

. indepen

The government and the
people of Britain extended
strong support to Bangladesh
during the liberation war in
1971k

This will be the first visit to

Bangladesh by a British Prime

5ee Page 12 Cal 1

Power
might
Bangladesh since India does not
have adequate power to sell. ac
cording to experts.

‘It Is forecast that in March
1997, India will face a power

purchase from India
noet be feasible for

shartage of 12 per cent,” or ¢ ex
pert sald. “In peak hours this
shortfall will increase to 19 per
cenl.” the expert added

The ruling Awami_ League
claimed that the idea of pur
ihn-r of from India as a

ution o the country s

e

BNP denied it

Aler Awami League came (o
power in June, it said it will go
ahead with the same idea as
ener experis prediclted a
shortiall ol 450 MW power
shortfall in |997.

A feasibility study on pur-

Sev Page 12 Col 8

DUTA 1iterates
demand for

trial of Nuban's

killers
By Staff Correspondent

The killers of Nuban Ahmed.
a young teacher of the Dhaka
University, could not be identi-
fied even afler one year of the

m , 8aid the versity
yesterday -

4 press confbr-

ence in the city, leaders of

the Dhaka University T
Associatbon (DUTA) rei
their demand for the trial and
punishment of the
killers of Nuban m'ldh:l-ﬁ-
manded into t m
in his treatment.
SeePage 12 Col !
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3-day fifth SAARCLAW confce opens

Legal system must take care
of social objectives: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said a society does
not have moral right to
nalise those who are found to
have violated its penal code in a
Frﬂrrss where opportunities
wpassed them.

"To my mind. a society un-
able and unwilling to equalise

opportunities in fields ol edu-
cation, healthcare and inhen-
tance does not have a moral
right to penalise those who are
found to have violated its penal
code in a process where oppor-
sand : o ohe

Sheikh Hasina was inaugu-
rating the three-day Fifth

By Staff Correspondent

SAARCLAW Conlerence at the
International Conference Cen-
tre in the city yvesterday morn-
ing. Bangladesh chapter ol
SAARCLAW. a forum formed in
October. 1991 in Colombo, or-
ganised the conference with the
core theme "Development Thro-
ugh Law ’

The three-day conference’s
working programme includes
two plenary sessions. four

sessions and valedic-
session. Besides, the sec-
conference of chief justices

ol SAAR( counluics be
hell oadivow B -
Academy for Rural Develop-

ment (BARD)] in Comilla.

—r 1
B

The Prime Minister said le-
gal system in this part of the
world would have to take in-
creasing care of social objec-

tives like “equalising opportu-
nities for all to bloom them-

selves as law abiding productive
citizens.”

ter
Thursday at BIRDEM Hospital
in the city. He was 85, reports
LINB.

BM Abbas
A T dead

Internationally reputed wa-
BM Abbas A T died on

He was suffering from old-

ayge ailments.

His namaz-e-janaza was

held at Baitul Mokarram Na-
tional

Mosque after Zohr

prayers.
Abbas served different gov-

ernments as adviser or minis-

ter on water management after
independence of Bangladesh in
1971.

He tried relentlessly to re-
solve the Farakka problem till
he retired [rom service in 1979,

lhe system needs to ensure He also wrote a number of
resolution of conflicts among books on water m ement.
individuals and organisations Prime Minister Sheikh

in sun:h a that the poor are
cdyur deprived to the

bem:ﬂl 1:-{ the affluent, Hasina
said.
"In our societies, if millions
not reeeive duv
tection of law, a few hu
See Page 12 Cal 3
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Hasina expressed her deep
shock at the death of BM Abbas
AT.

In a message of condolence,
the Prime Minister recalled his

voniribution to theé bettér man-

agement of the country's water
See Page 12 Cal 1

3-week exhibition begins
Nat'l art gallery to be
set up at Shilpakala

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called lor en-
suring a creative future for the
country through united efforts
by the government and the
artist community. reports UNB.

She was inaugurating the
three-week long 12th National
Art Exhibition_ 1996, organised
Shilpakala
Academy in observance of the
Silver Jubilee of Independence
and the War of Liber-%an

‘Governimer . can only create
favourable atmosphere for
nurturing arts and help remove
the obstacles n its practice.”
the Prime Minister said. pledg
ing the government's commit
ment to be “always active in
flourishing arts.”

A national ar : will
be established at the Shil-

kala Academy premises. the

rime  Minister sald, re
sponding o the demand voiced

earller by artist Quiyum
" I‘:au:lnlu::ll'lur_v..lr and Director Gen:
eral of the Shilpakala Academy
Shamsuzzaman Khan.
She said keeping the Inde-
nce Monument at the
-*uhl'nm:rd Udyan mt:: the
W a ademy at the cen-
ire, surround area would
be built up as re s of art
and culture-

She recalled the runlrlhu
tion ol the country's great
artists and sculptors, including
Kamrul Hasan, S M Sultan,
Hamidur Rahman. Abdur Raz-
rak. SI{:d Mainul Hossain,
Tanwvir Karim. Murtaza Bashir.
Abdullah Khalid and Nitun
Kundu

In this regard. Hasina
of the famous sketch drawn by
Lite Kamrul Hasan during the
anti-autlocracy movement, just
a few momenis before he

See Page 12 Col 2

L Brigafter

'Hundreds pay last respect

to Submoy Chakma

RANGAMAT!. Dec 27 The
mortal remains of late bul.rl.l

Chakima mrclarr r
the Chittagong Hill is H-

tional Coordination and Peace
Lm.mrul (CHTNCPC) was cre

hanhg:g»umda
ﬂlﬂhﬂl.:dnn
tribal leaders from three hill

districts including Chalrman of

Local Government Council Ra-.,

bindra Lal Chakma. local MP
Dipankar Talukdar, Chakma

Devashish Roy, President
:E'H'NCFE Saiful Islam DW-

dar. Chairman of Rangamati
Pourashave Mani Swapan De-
wan. Region Commander
T M Zahin! Hag

puty commissioner and po-
attended the crema-
and paid thefr

t to late human
activist Subinoy

Chakma was assassinated
miscreants at Cham-

I“

tion cer
lasl res
rights

. here

. & press release

of C said as part of a
four-day long mourni [o-

grammes flag was

at all thana headquarter of the

districts, special prayers were

also held In all I;vf;.-u of wor-

ship seeking salvation eof the

dcpuﬂcd of lale Subinoy.
e Page 12.Col 4

ICD expansion work still stalled:
Talks with protesters today

Work for the expansion of
Inland Container Depot (ICD) of
Bangladesh Railway (BR) at
Kamalapur station in the city
remained suspended for the
fourth consecutive day yester
day as a scheduled meeting be
tween BR officials and repre
sentatives of the peaple ol
nearby localities was not held
on Thursday

According to BR sources. if
the ICD expansion work con
tinued to remain suspended,
congestion at Chittagong Port

By Reaz Ahmad

would worsen Chittagong Port
Auil‘mrily gave Tk 50 crore 1o
the BR for quick expansion of
the ICD to l'llt the congestion
at the port
In a viglent refusal to sacri-
fice a 30-year old road linkage
between through Kamalapur
station for the sake of 1CD ex
ansion, hundreds of people
an] the areas forced labourers
lo stop work on Tueaday after
two weeks of spade work
A representative of the
‘Committee for Resistance lo

Closure of Mugda-Kamalapur
Road’ told The Dail ‘itnr yeu
terday that they d

meeting on the issue 'l"l BH
officials as BR had not invited
them formally

BR sources said, an invita-
tion letter was now sent (o con
vener of the resistance commit -
tee Advocate Shahajuddin
Sarker giving a fresh date The
meeting between Divisional
Railway Manager Saleh Ahmed
and representatives of local

Page 12 col B
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