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4 killed,
road

At least four persons
killed and 34 injured in road
accidents in Chittagong.
Meherpur and Pabna yesterday.
reports ,

were killed

Two passe
and 14 others in a road

accident in Mirersarai thana
under Chittagong district early
yesterday.

Police said MIﬂm.
30, of Nilpara SUZZA-
man. 28. of Patikabari in
Sadar thana of Kushtia district
died on the spot and 14 others
injured when a Chittagong-
bound t coach overturned
at about 4:45 am.

The injured were rushed to
the Mastannagar Hospital,
while the bodies sent to the
Chittagong Medical College

Hospital for autopsy.

Police seized the bus, but the
driver fled the scene. A case was
filed.

Meanwhile., a man was
killed and 20 others were in-
jured when a minibus over-
turned on Meherpur-Kushtia

road at Wapda crossing in
Meherpur ;
Deceased Ali Jmﬂn. the

34 hmtin
_amcci

dents

duty for the first time yester-
day.

many

admitted to the Meherpur Sadar
tal while others were re-

leased after first aid.

Meanwhile. district Rick-
shaw-puller Association sus-

plying of their vehicles
or two hours from noon o
mourn the death of Ali Hossain,

Report from Pabna adds: A
truck knocked a rickshaw-van
on the Pabna-Nagarbari high-
way al Madhpur yesterday
kil a girl.

Police said Amena Khatun,
10. died on the spot when a
truck hit the van from behind
at about 11 am while she was
going to her sister's house at Go-
saipur in Sathia thana by rid-
ing the van.

The body wes handed over to
the relatives. A case was filed
with Sathia thana.

Circuit breaker relaxed

From Page 1

dend decisions of a listed com-

pany.

For example, il a share of a
compan r:achuamu{ﬁ
225 on last day book
closure, and if the company de-
clares 2:1 bonus, it means an
owner of two share certificates
will have a value of Tk 450 of

his shares prior to the book clo-
sure, a securities said.
But the er would

actually own three certificates
because of the added value from
the bonus declared. But his av-
erage value per share would
come down to Tk 150 as the ag-

cgate of the two shares
g.rrt cllvumcl:‘:y three.

The maximum allowable ad-
justment after book closure
would be calculated by deduct
ing the average value of Tk 150
from the pre-closure value of Tk
225 share which would
comeé to Tk 75. the analyst

Art exhibition
From Page 1
Fine Art of Bangladesh” at its

auditorium at 4 pm on

Saturday.

BSS ;dd.s: About the signifi-
cance of this year's exhibition,
Obaidul Kader said, the gov-
ernment was pledge-bound to
provide more patronisation to
the field of art and culture side
by side ensuring economic
einancipation to lead the na-
tion towards the 21st century.

In this ct, the state
minister announced that the
long-felt cultural complex
would now be a reality by early
next when Prime ster
Sheikh Hasina would inaugu-
rate it at the Shilpakala

Academy on March 26 marking
the country's Independence

Day.

The cultural complex, a de-
mand of the country's artists
and art lovers, cultural n-
alities and theatre groups, will
have an art gallery. modern
auditorium, theatre ., music
centre and many more facili-
ties, he said. -

Malaysia

From P |
Other sources

the Fo
Ministry said that the %
commission issued over 22,
pass s since the amnesty
was g
However, it was learnt from

diplomatic sources here that
not

having a passport was
mnugfl for I::bujnin%hn -
rn.ry*-nrk permit or ct';:l.‘mv
Some sources claimed that it
cost between Tk 40,000 and
50,000 to a 'yellow card'
and eshis do not

have sufficient cash to get
those. Several of them are al-

ready their d in de-
pumtm;u o

The crisis began in July last
when the Malaysian gﬂcm—
ment announced that those who
had entered the country by July
10 and were illegals should ap-

ﬁ_}r for temporary work permit.
ey were

vern an amnesty till
December ﬂ ! o

The Malaysian Task Force
for Recruitment of Foreign
Workers had earlier said that
those who were able-bodied and
between the age of 18 and 35
could qualify for work permit.
However, some local employer
has to provide a job and the per-
son concerned is to get a ‘yclf:r
card' after pa a necessary
levy, the Task Force had said.

Those who are able to obtain
'yellow cards’ have to procure a
Eﬂ within six months and

It is learnt that many
workers were still
get ‘yellow cards' and that

whoever would

future await others as the year
runs out unless Dr Mahathir
Mohammad changes his mind.

. hel

pointed out explaining the
mechanism.

In similar manner, if a
share of a company reaches a
Frlcvnfﬁiﬂﬁnnd‘htd.lyht-
ore closure, the fnmplﬂ
declaring a 2:3 right share at

150 premium, it would provide
the holder of two certificates a

value of Tk 450.
But he could receive three

t shares another
S
u W=
ing a mnlm of Tk 900, the
wmu price per share being Tk

It would make the maximum
allowable adjustment after
book closure to be calculated by

deducting the average value of
Tk 180 trom the -closure
value of Tk 225 ch would
comne to Tk 45.

The decision W relax the cir,
cuit hl;_.ﬂktr followed tt'h:
rounds of meeting to weigh
circuit breaker system. evaluat-
ing its performance since it was
introduced in October to
the interests of small investors,
Dr Rashid said.

*We are keeping circuit
breaker under constant watch.
The new rules for relaxing cir-
cuit breaker will be reviewed

stock of the results. The
current five per cent breaker is
also being reviewed he said.

The decision has l?fhrnu :'El-
comed generally by t ers
nndFsc:cuﬂti;:I:u nn:];rutn‘

ormer Honorary Eccrml:{
of Dhaka Stock Exchange M
Huq Hawlader, welco the
decision, said it would help
solve the post-book closure sit-
uation.

But he said it has not ad-
dressed the of the is-
sues which went to a
ght but remained |
there for varieties of reasons.
They are not being traded for
abnormal price hike.

Com with large mar-
ket capitalisation like Shine
Pukur and Chittagong Cement
could not come down from their
peak prices because of the cir-
cuit breaker, market analysts
said pointing out the need for
urgent resolution of such locked
issues.

Times of India report
Delhi won’t press

for concessions
1n exchange for

water treaty

NEW DELHI, Dec 25: India
will not press for concessions
from Bangladesh in exchange of
the water sh treaty during
the forthcoming Dhaka visit by
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda, Times of India reported
today, BSS.

Gowda, accompanied b
External Affairs M?nlltcr I i
Gujral and a high-level team of

officials will pay a two-day
visit to Bangladesh beginning

Ja.miliary 6.

"No nis are going to
be . nor will there be any
effort at a B adesh for

transit facilities that India
wants to reach out to the Indian
north-east," the paper said
quoting official sources.

"We are too large a country to
ask a neighbour to give some-
thngh_lln return of our gesture,”
:mgu cial was quoted as say-
s :

Taher Sangsad protests
cancellation of

Nov 7 holiday
By Staff Correspondent

The Colonel Taher Sa
has protested the cancel
W holiday on
7 and urged the au-
th to declare the day a
'So ~People Revolution

Day’.
{nlp'ﬂlrdﬂlcyﬂtﬂdﬂy
the Sangsad said the previous
governments had the
mplebydechrtngt day as
Jatl}'nBlphhnndSanému

®

Young man shot
dead in city
By DMC Correspondent

A man was shot dead
and were injured re-
portedly in a clash between two
rival groups at Jurine under
&l,ml thana in the city yester-

Faruq Hossain. 24, son of
one Md Alauddin, who sus-
tained fatal injuries in his
belly. died on the way to the
Dhaka Medical Col Hos-

tal (DMCH) at about 6:30 pm.
E:”{'I-Aj‘:j sources said.
injured — Jashim. 17.

Sohel. 22. Hanif., 27, and
Sumon, 20 — were admitted to
the DMCH.

DMCH sources, local
people said. some terTorists at-
tacked Faruq and others near
Balur Math in Jurine due to
previous rnmlt;.

However, aru
Shah Alam,. alle
nephew was killed as he refused
to pay money to a gang of extor
tionists. They allegedly de-
manded toll from a shop at
Jurine where Faruq worked as a

~ Christmas
celebrated

Christmas. the biggest reli-
gious festival of the Christian
community the birth:
day of Jesus Christ, was cele-
brated in the country as else-
where in the world yesterday
with due solemnity and enthu-
siasm, reports u.sg

Thousands of devolees
th the churches in the
early hours and prayed for
peace and prosperity of the
country.

The

‘s uncle,
that his

ogramines slarted in
the hours y with
the of 12 times in
churches. The day's pro-

g: hnu:d the hﬂm:
m—ﬂi

of Christmas carol and
distribution of gifts and
Christmas cakes. can-
dies were also lit, at and
churches.
Saint Mary's Church at
Holy Church ruu?u.h'
Cross at
Roman Catholic Church at
Kakrail and YMCA Church at
New Eskaton were decorated
with multi-coloured ‘stars’.
Christmas pr be-
with recitation from the
Bible. delivering sermons,
repenting and remorse, render-
ing chorus. praising the lord
and offering prayers seeking
the lasting peace for Bangla-

The day was a public holi-

- Betar and Tele-
vision dcast s

grammes highlighting tlhlc Pz
nificance of the day. National
dailies published special sup-
plements and articles on the oc-
casion.

Arsenic

From Page 1
place during quarternary pe-

riod (25.000 to 80,000 years
back) and known as
Younger Deltaic position
(YDD).

This u:dmimmt also contin-
ues cast s into
and covers almost uiangladuh entire al-
luvial region. If it's true. about
50 per Eﬂ%lalld of Bangladesh
co tion
e
» Dipankar Cl:lakrlburu. in
s report, sai desh
sweet-water nurfac:w‘rmurm
like river, wetland, lake are one
of the highest in the world.

"Arncnrllr.: calamity in
can be brought
in control in withdrawal of
ground water is restricted and
proper utilisation of surface
water is made”, he said.

SOES started arsenic work
in West Bﬂ:ﬂf’ and identified
only a few villages and now in

1996 it has identified 825 vil-

lages where people are drinking
arsenic-contaminated water.

IﬂmCuD}n mm w:::;

Bengal experience, it found
many similarities.
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Philippines recovering from

a surgery on a blocked carotid artery gives a thumbs up as

he spends

the morning of Christmas Day sunbathing on

the rooftop of suburban Makati Medical Center in Manila

yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Govt, PCJSS reach consensus on

permanent solution: Abdullah

KHAGRACHHARI. Dec 25
Chiel Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad and chairman of LL
11-member National Comumit-
tee on Hill Tracts Abul Hasnat
Abdullah has said they have
reached a consensus with the

Janosanghati Samity for a
E'ml.nenl political ution of
hill tracts problems. reports

BSS.

Nagaland minister’s
wife, 2 relatives
killed in blast

KOHIMA. India, Dec 25: An
Indian vincial minister's
wife two of his relatives
were Killed today after attend-
g:hﬂml;m services, in a

mili-
tants in the far eastern staie of

:FI?hnd police said. reports

K Hollohon, the N
Industry

lling to the state capital
Kohima when a bomb planted
by militants on a stationary
vehicle at Dimapur

district. a police spokesman
said.

end of the second round of Lalks
hetween the members of the na-
tional committee and the lead-
ers of the J Samity
at the jocal circuit house yes-
terday.
The Chief Whip said the
was held in an atmo-
sphere of utmost cordiality and

t'n'tudnh:'ﬁ;.
timism about the IﬂJuliﬂﬂugf

the hill tracts ,
Held with | Hasnat Ab-

was addressed by national
committee members, Mayor of
Chitt A B M Mohijuddin
Clwmulrl}'. Mushar-
raf Hossain MP, Kalparanjan
Chakma MP, Dipankar
Talukder MP. Bir MP.
and Planning and Economic
Affairs Secretary of Awami
Ataur Rahman Kaiser.
who spoke on behalf
of the J ti Samity in-
cluded its chairman Jyotindra
Bodi Priya Larma, and mem-
bers — Gautam Kumar Chakma,
Rupayan Dewan, Sudasindu
Khisa and Rakta Utpal Tripura.
The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Secretary of the -
cial Affairs Diwision Kazi :
lam Rahman.

Khaleda back home

Frulnl‘agcl
we her back home as
so0n as she came out

the VIP lounge of the
with the help of a crutch.
of the central leaders of the

party and a host of her relatives
were t at the rt to
receive Begum Zia who

at 12:15 pm.

Clad in a blue saree and a
black shawl over it, Zia
!:urtn:lbjr “"“"FM“'

top party onto
the -roofed jeep.

Earlier, truck and bus-loads
of workers and supporters of
BNP started

Security system at the air-
port nearly collapsed as a sec-
tion of the BNP workers forc~d
their way into the restricted
zones. They also moved indis-
criminately, some in cars, in

different areas of the rt.

Some of them also forcibly en-
tered the VIP lounge.

From the Zia
straight went to her Canton-
ment residence.

UNB adds: Begum Zia in her
speech also expressed her deep

gratitude to the countrymen
who prayed for her recovery.
Senior party leaders, includ-
ing Deputy Leader of the -
tion in Parliament Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury. Col
(Rtd) Oli Ahmed. Nazmul Huda.
M A Mannan and Salahuddin
Ahmed received her as she
alighted from the aircraft.
Begum Zia was accom
by her two sons — kapi’}n:h-ﬁﬂ_d
man and Arafat Rahman —
former ambassador of
B desh to Saudi Arabia
Mir hammad Nasir Uddin
and her private secretary

Mosaddek Ali Falu.

Party general Ab-
dul Mannan Bh and other
leaders. includ Abdus
Salam Talukdar, ur Rah-

man, Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, Shamsul Islam, M K
Anwar, R A Gani. Jamir Uddin
Sircar. Morshed Khan, Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain. Sadeq
Hossain Khoka, Nazrul Islam
Khan, Ahmed Nazir, Ehsanul
Kabir. Khurshid Jahan Huq, Se-
lima Rahman, Amanullah
Aman, Mirza Abbas and
Shahid Uddin Chowdhury An-
nie, were t at the airport.

The BNP chai n went

thli? Saudi Arabla on November

Mugda-Kamalapur link road

From Page 1
Kadomtala, Rajarbagh, Madar-
tek, Nandipara. Dakhingaon,
Baikda and Manikdi areas use
the exiﬁungi road — Mugda-
Kamalapur link road.

It is the only direct road link
between these areas and Ka-
malapur-Motijheel areas.

BR sources said that due to
heavy congestion of containers
full of import-export cargo, the
Chittagong Pori authority gave
Tk 50 crore to BR for te
expansion of the ICD at Ka-
malapur.

th business booming and
transportation of goods be-
t:l:ﬂn the capital Dhaka and
the port eéity of Chittagong on
the rise, Iﬂgmmm#gm
a dire necessity, said a BR offi-
cial. Moreover, the Mugda-Ka-
link road is situated on

land owned by BR, he pointed
out.

For ICD expansion of
land on both of

link road, earlier leased as

fields for growing vegetables, |
was going on for about two
weeks

The spade work, however,

came to a halt when hundreds
of users of the link road sieged
the site on Tuesday and voiced
put up resistance.

Inhabitants of the areas ral-
lied themselves under the ban-
ner of "Committee for Resis-
tance to Closure of Mugda-Ka-
malapur Road” and submitted a
memorandum Wednesday to the
Director General of BR.

Railway Police at Kamalapur
admitted disturbances over the
work for expansion of ICD on

Tuesday but said work was
ﬁnlng on without any hin-
rances erday. But during a

visit to the site yesterday after-
noon this correspondent found
that no work was going on.
Talking to this correspon-
dent yesterday, convener of the
resistance committee Advocate
Md Shahajuddin Sarker said
lakhs of residents of these lo-
calities would not accept any-
u-mﬁ short of an under-pass as
an alternative. He said the al-

_ternative road that the authori-

fles were uﬂerhgr ::euld hlc
time-consuming e
of the localities in n:achlngl the

main city areas.
Heclﬂlnl the background,

Advocale Sarker said that back
in 1965, when the Railway sta-
tion was relocated at Kamala-
pur from Fulbaria, the authori-
ties had closed the then District
Board Road now Mugda-Kamla-

ur link rna” "But, we fought
~Jally against the closure and
ot a court verdict in our
avour,”’ he said.

He said that Member-Secre-
tary of the resistance commi-
ttee Enamul Haq Sarder, who is
also Commissioner of Ward No
29 of the DCC, had the
Prime Minister to see that the
road is not closed.

A BR official told this corre-
“"“"m‘?‘“a;e"‘m.‘" "':.L'f g
ove
road would also be demolished,
the authorities were actively
considering building another

alongside the -
Ro.a:l ternative road, lg:t
alf a km from the present one.

He said the authorities were
ready to have talks with
of the localities for an amica
solution to the problem so that
TCD could be expanded in the
greater economic interest of the
country.

|
dullah in the chair the meeting | overbooking,
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One injured jail
inmate dies at

Khulna hospital
From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Dec 25: One of the
two convicts brought from
Jessore and later tted to

“hﬂnunﬁmfm
mm, at i. ., WaSs
awarded the life term impris-

onment last year in three mur-

der cases.

sources said the
other injured comvict Palash.
30 is also in a critical condi
tion.
during the police operation in
Jessore Central Jail.

route controller

Biman Airlines
has suspended its Dhaka-
Singapore route controller for
misuse of power, harassment of

s and corruption, of-
Eiﬂmnﬂd. reports UNB,

The commercial officer of
Biman administration,
Mizanur Rahman, during dis-
charging his duties as con-
troller of the route allegedly
overbooked every flight ignor-
ing rules.

Novemiber had to muffer as they
used (o be offlloaded while the
Biman u:urrad loss of boeth
money and its _
Pkm 1=|-I!I!In:'ml¢l e = for exam-

. A lota passengers
were offloaded on December |8
for overbooking by Lhe route
controller

They said he had sealed 370
seals of different Biman fights
in the mtgtl‘mm::;cnﬁu 1 to

Mizanur man, who was
earlier withdrawn from the
Sales-Promeotion nt
of the national nes, re-
turned to Dhaka-Singapore
route last Ogtober. He was cau-
tioned on November 25 for the

Convict dies in
Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Dec 25;: A con-
vict i“lhlhi Central J‘l.ll
died h'llﬂ‘lillf alL a
hospital here oﬂﬁ sSO0n

The dead was identified as
Abu Dayem, 45, who hailed
from ' of Ishurdi in
Pabna district.

Doctors said Dayem was
admitted to Rajshahi Medical

College Hospital at about 7 in
the morning and died at 2:20
pm.

NDC Shahiduzzman made
the body repert and mentioned
there was no . His :
however, was sent to RMC
niorgue for autopsy.

Stolen denim
worth Tk 12 lakh

recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Police have recovered a
truck and cotton cloths denim
worth about Tk 12 lakh m
were stolen from Tejgaon
I::Itj::aﬂ &mdn{ )

cording to police, four
rsons — Ataur Rahman, '
kman Hossain, Amir
Hossain and Khorshed Alam —
were arrested for their alleged
involvement in the ve-
hicle and the cloths.

The cloths tﬂ:i‘mpurted fnrl_an
export-orien garments f[ac-
tory. Narail Garments Group,
were stolen by an unidentified

!Iicjgaon lice recovered the
truck durmT a raid in Shaym-
%r area under Demra thana

esday t. The cloths were
seized raids in Kerani-
gonj and Sutrapur thanas.

Death of BCL leader
Situation at

Tangail tense

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Dec 25: A tense
situation was prevailing here
Ellu;l ﬁh% h‘:ll'ltlth of one

angla atra League
E;:adcr. Saiful Islam, last Sun-
ay.

A ice official of the Tan-
gail Kotwali thana said rival
ﬁmu fired shots and threw

undreds of bombs after the
district administration had
withdrawn Section 144

Clash at ferry ghat
in Bhandana:

25 injured

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Dec 25: At mhiﬁr

sons were injured in a c
Efrthe Charkhali ferry ﬂl of
Bhandaria in Perojpur rict
to witnesses,

this morning.

According
more than two hundred people
led by bus owners and leaders of
the labour unions attacked the

Some 20 and hotels
and autorickshaws were ran
sacked.

This incident, according to
sources, was a sequel to the
clash between the two groups on
Tuesday

BNP urges int'l HR bodies to
probe Jessore jail incident

BNPF yesterday requested the
international human or-
F-m to probe the viola-

fons of human rights in Jes-
sore Central Jail. reports UNB.

In a statement. SecTe-
tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan reiterated the demand
for constituting a judicial

commission to investigate the
jail incidents

He demanded of the govern-
ment to ensure proper treat-

wadd, “the fall of fascism

Is inev * with the resent
ment of Ay

Bhutyan str protested
the flling of “lalse” cases

Sramik League,
Sramik Dal
activists clash in
Khulna: 18 hurt

hotels were
clash.

All the injured have been
admitted hospitals.

According to eyewilnesses,
the clash began when a group of
Sramik League activists wenl
to the skid ghat for capturing
the Handling Workers' Union
Office. The immediately

to disperse the

Biswa Ijtema

From Page 1
European countries. Devolees
from abroad will increase this
year, the organisers said.
About one thousand volun-

uat ted, a few hundred
:ﬁbﬂ:ﬁl ve been sunk and’
temporary wooden and bamboo
ghats set up along the river. The
government has also provided
medicare and transport facili-
Lies.

In addition to gi some
! e e
29, 30, 31, trains
have tugﬂt:u‘%m
Tongi station.

Every year, Biswa I[jtema
usu tnkuh at the cgg of
Janu ut it is
held m:arik:r. ah:adyﬂ;f the hnl]m
month of Ramzan.

Gazi district administra-
tion Pourashava and
hospitals there are also provid-
ing facilities for the Ijtema. A
number of NGOs and socio-cul-
tural organisations are also set-
ting up booths around the
litema venue for providing
emergency services.

against Leader of the -
thomn Khaleda Zia.
Hossain Khoka MP. Lt Gen
fretd) Mir Shawkat Ali. Mirza
Abbas. Goveshwar Chandra
Rov. tion Whip Jainul
Abedin Faruk and all other
leaders of BNP and its front or-
ganisations,

He alleged that at-
tacked a peaceful B
sion in Jessore on Tm
temg(.-. are also on to involve
the BNP leaders and workers in
Iht_r]:l revoll.”

BNP secretary

accused the com-

missioner of Khulna, who was
entrusted with the

responsibil-
:‘ynfpruht:‘thHM
statements forcibly from BNP

ac?ﬂmdcmmmm
jail.

SAARC law confce
begins in city
tomorrow

The 5th SAARC Law Confer-
ence begins in Dhaka tomorrow
to discuss how to ensure deve-
lopment through rule of law,

reports UNB.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina will inaugurate the
three-day conference at Inter-
national Conlerence Centre
At 208 padgic. fuss it
senior lawyers from India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and
the host country

will in the meeting.
% "r“u;; ::urul Islam,
c hairman L
apex body of the m
Association, will preside over
the conference.

Shab-e-Barat

From Page |
Police has made special ar-
rangements Hm m:
this connection.

Bangladesh Betar and
Ba Television will put
up special programmes
lighting the significance of
occasion while newspapers
carry special supplements.

CHT Jeader

Rabindra Lal Chakma and
former chairman of the
Council Gautom Dewan in sepa-
rale statements expressed
found shock at his death.
demanded punishment to the

Ecnon‘ responsible for the
illing. .

In another statement, Saiful
Islam Dildar and Shashi Kanti

Talukdar, president and joint

general respectively
of The Shants Pariolind. threng
ly deplored the

Parbattya Chat Ja-
S Shanti

tiva Samonnoy-o-

me . a c:nnxinﬂ:l body of

tribal and non-tribal of

the three hill districts —

Ra ti, Khagrachhari and
arban — was formed on

December 10 in 1991.

The parishad the in-
surgency by thcmu

the armed brigade of Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity SS).

It organised two “long-
march” campaigns of tribal
and non-tribal people of the
three hill districts in the -
tal in 1992 and in 1 ;
Besides, it has held about a
hundred peace meetings in the
CHT.

The Parishad welcomed the

will

fresh peace talks between the
National Committee on
Chit Hill Tracts and the
PCJ ich concluded on
Tuesda at Khagrachhari
Circuit House with sides

g satisfaction over the
outcome ﬁ the dialogue.
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