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SINTH GAMES
MEDALS

FINAL
IABLE

Final medals table of the
Sixth Bangladesh Games:
Team G 8 B
Ansars & VDP s 89 44 35
31 29 23
23 I7 1)
20 14 10
1S 17 13
X1 13

Metropolitan Shooting Chub 5 | IJ:

Shaheenbagh Rowing Club
Dihaka City Corporation

Uttaran Rowing Chub
Dhaka Sadar Rowing Club

BDR School & College
Dihaka Zika

Jessore Zilla

Air Force
Narayangam Zilla
Narail Zilla

Ragdhani Shooting Club

Rajshahi Education Board
Khuina Zilla
Rajshahs Zifla

Khustia Rifles Club
Dihaka Rowing Chub
Dhanmondi Rowing Club

Chattagong FA

Rangaman Zilla

Motijheel School & Coliege
Dhaka Dvwimon

Janata Bank
Chittagong DSA
Chittagong DSA

Women Sports Asson
Sadharan Bima
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lslamic University 0

[One bronze apiece was
earned by Dhaka Sutalari

Rowing Club. Khagrachhari

DSA. .} rhat DSA, Chaﬁt
wabganj Jamalpur

BADC, Janata Shooting Club,
Tangail DSA. Chit Di-

vision, Gaibandha D

DSA. Madrasa Education
Board, Bhola DSA. Mymen-
singh DSA. Fire Service, Uttara
Rowing Club, Mu DSA.
Dhaka Physical raining
College. Bagerhat DSA, Comilla
DSA and Kushtia DSA).

Elna chinches
badm inton gold
Sports Reporter

- Blina of Bianan chinched the

eves singles gold in the Sixth

Games badminton
competition defeating her
teammate Noori in the final
held yesterday at the National
Indoor Stadium.

On the conc day of the
cight-day meet. Elina regis-
tered a comfortable 11-1, 11-4
win to earn the ﬂld

Elina a ahbubur Rab
and Sarwar of Biman won the
day’'s other final. men's doubles,
against Sumon and Shakil of
urﬂmasm 15-8, 15-11,

th yesterday's two .,
total five golds were derlg‘l’n
the Games with Biman ng
clean sweep all the
The are winners

Men's singles — Russel Kabir
Sumeon (Biman)

Women's singles —
(Biman)

Men's doubles — Mahbubur
and Sarwar (Biman)

Women's doubles — Konica
and Momo (Buman)

Mixed doubles — Juthi and
Mahbubur (Bunan)

Bad day for
Bangladeshis

JAIPUR, Dec 25. Indian
women overwhelmed their

Bﬂ}lﬁdﬂh' counterparts 32-12
on second day of the first
South Asian LowIna-
ment here today, reports PT1.
in the men's section. Pakis-

unaﬂlppedpaﬂﬂanduhh

Elina

Teenager’s triple
drug offence

LONDON, Dec 23 Chariton
athletic tee Jay Notley
was given a three-month re-
prieve after the Football Asso-
ciation [FA) deferred its sen-
tence for a triple offence
on Monday. reports

The 1 y:ar—ul-d midfielder
admitted taking cannabis, co-
caine and before testing

when FA's mobile
doping unit turned up at the
London club's traiming ground
six weeks ago.

H . who was accnmpa

nied by En-enu
hﬂ.ﬂl} be allowed tn
play during the three-month
m)d when he will undergo re-
litation

uidcam.dhﬁ
Charlton manager an

Curbishiey the FA's
decision, - "he didn't take
the substances to enhance his
performance and now we feel he
should be left along for rehabil-
Hation .~

Last season two other Charl-
lon players. Roger Stanislaus
and Craig Whitington, were
banned for a year and six

llllllllll

The winta sky exploded
with a ent nova as the
last rile of the Sixth
Bangladesh Games was per-
formed at the Dhaka National
Stadium yesterday.

Brilliant fire-works lit up
the while an array of fire-
balls depicted the word
"samapta” with th: c-urtains
drawing on the eigh n%
effulgence of the quadn:n
extravaganza. The heat is
the dust has settled, an thr
capital which played the hosts
for the sixth consecutive occa-
sion was left with the sediments

| of the hectic days
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The blitzkrieg was preceded
the formal closing ceremony
ol the country’'s biggest sporting
spectacle. The sacred flame at
the northern gate of the
Stadium which was alight since
December 18 was put out at
around 4:30 pm with the bugler
plagldng the retreat.
ucation Minister AS H
. chief guest of the two-
huur ng colourful conclud
ceremony. after a bout
hes from the members of
the organising committee,
promised a better assembly
when the meet is staged in the
year 2000.
Aided by pre-recorded music.
blaring from the impressive
music sysiemn. members of dif-
ferent groups put up a fascinat-
ing choreographic display. The
nearly half-packed Dhaka
Stadium danced and to the
tunes as the motley actors and

Lenoor e oaros i Them

iraditional attires, , Abdur
Rahman Bayati's bandana
group and many others bemused
the audience like a dance hall

cut
g:ddkd on a mobile stage,

e e e i it

Sports Reporter

country's well-known crooner
Abida Sultana ﬁ the

song while Rath a Nath Roy,
a prominent vocalist of
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra.
rendered popular songs of our
liberation war in 1971.

Finally, the bonanza of all
bonanzas — the firework show
— captivated the tators in a
ten-minute long effulgent radi-
ance in the blacked out big
bowl. s

Over four thousand athletes
including 631 women from dif-
ferent districts and or sa-
tions took part in 23 disciplines
— athletics. swi boxing.
wrestling bodybuilding.
wmghtllfuni judo and karate,
kho-kho adminton. table
tennis, tennis, squash, rowing,
shooting, cycling, astics,
kabaddi, volleyball, ketball.
handball, hockey and football.
At stake were 211 gold medals

and as many silvers and
bronzes.

new natiouil
the highest

: m set up in
some athletes

recofrd !utg*thr

six in shooti
the meet an

carved a niche in the hearts of

millions by their sheer bril-

The 27-year

Noted singer Abida Sultana singing the closing song of the Sixth Bangladesh Games at
the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

(zames conclude with a bang

— Star photo

lHance.
It will be

fore

man,

ite sometime be-
orget Rehana Za-
o secured ten swi-
m golds, a record in the
annals of the country's sports.
Nacayungand. who set the poot

ara set
afire from d'?ly one, may not be
around in the next adesh
Games, but her endurance and

ﬁpcﬂte for glory will inspire
youngsters

m“"“m“.;}“'“‘ﬁ et s
in as u a
hope to fill the void of Qarar
Mizanur Rahman, the lone SAF
gold medalist who along with
country's fastest man Bimal
Chandra Tarafdar unfortu-
nately stayed back in the Uni-
ted States after the Centenary
Olympic Games at Atlanta.

On the other hand, Maha-
boob Alam, who retained his
position as the undisputed
Elel] “{:} ﬁﬂﬂtﬁ]l run, eamed a

ouble becoming
the fastest man of tﬂle
But it was sadness for Hah;l
boob as well as for sports that
the callous Athletic
Federation officials failed to
install the electronic device to
;_‘cnd the timings of his unique
eat.

In s where Bangla-
desh can boast of intermational
standard, Atiqur Rahman, the
winner of a Commonwealth
gold, staged a comeback with
two including a record in
his favourite n'enl free pistol.

Amotig the arlif‘lpa
LEANTS, Bﬂw l’&j
Lhe highest d's. 49’

silvers aiid 35 hn:ll

again established its nupr

in the Games while

Army with 31 golds, 29 silvers,
23 bronzes finished in the dis-
tant second position.

Tendulkar hopes to k-eep going

BURBAN. Dec 25
| india resisted the
i temptation to
I play two spinners
|, n their side for
L the opening Test
agains! ""-mllh Alfrica when they
dnnounced a 12-man squad at
Kingsmead today, reports
Reuter
Leg-spinner Anil Kumbie,
recently recovered from asplit
webbing in his rnght hand. was
an automatic selection as
India s premier sirike bowler
along with paceman Javagal
Srinath.
g B.k:t ltl.:t arm Spinner
enkatapat
gty Raju. tipped 13
the Durban Test because of
Soulh Africa's ocecasional

siruggles against the t
ball in India has been omit

| from the 12.

instead. India's attack will
led seamers Srinath
Prasad and David

be

up
batsman Woorkeri Raman can
be employed with his occa-
sional slow left-arm.
Batsmman V V S Lazmman is
expecied to be named as 12th
man at Kingsmmead on Thurs-

India finished their prepa-
ration for the first Test in a

Flrst Test begins today

three-match wseries against
South Alrica with a three-hour

work -out at Kingsmead on
Christmas Day
Ca Tendulkar, In con-

ﬂdcnlnmdlﬂrrhlnﬂde-re

SACHINTENDULM
cent 2-1 series victory at home,
said htltﬂmmmm
kmg htrulnlmlumﬂ

lt want to the
positive outlook which we had
in India — l!‘.hﬂtlllthru'l‘m

fL..hed with results.” Ten-

dulkar said
[t will also be ngtriuur
here in South Africa that our

e et
- a

t:;: outiook will help 1I;I""ﬂ-h

‘ (]

While India’'s Test record has
been ing away from
home over the
Tendulkar feels his side can
:w!#rnhuu COIMerT.

¢ haveni mma As
well abroad as at over the

10 years, but | believe that
ndia now has the battng and
Lhe to do well abroad.”

South Africa, who also
completed their last-minute
preparation with three hours of
nets and l!cld:l:u“rnﬂicr on
Christmas Day
nqu-dlr“‘m-:.?ﬂlr mﬂ

on

Pacemen Allan Donald and
Shaun Pollock are both avail-

their recovering

lhll ;ﬂnﬁr‘ e

Bachier. Herschelle Glhh:
Daryll Cullinan. Hansie Cronje
icaptain), Jacques Kallis. Brian
McMillan, Shaun Pollock.
Lance Klusener, Dave Richar-
dson, Allan Donald. Paul
Adams.

INDIA: Vikram Rathore
Woorkert Raman, Saurav
Ganguly, Sachin Tendulkar
\captain), Rahul Dravid, Mo-
hammad Azharuddin. Nayan

Anil Kumbie, Javagal
Srlnlth David Johnson,
Venkatesh Prasad. V V S8

¥s..

‘combined team of Police and BDR
Bangladesh Games at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday .
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Cricketers
on the road

Cricketers have finally de-
cided to go for a greater move-
ment to regain control of
Dhaka Btndlum for the m
cricket league, n
cricketers inl‘nrmed this re-

According to their plan, all
the cricketers called for the na-
tional camp and all other
Dhaka-ba cricketers will
practise on the road in front of
the Jatiya Press Club this
morning at 8:30 am to pmttnt
the NSC decision of Jl
Emd::llﬂmft% football during the
mi of t ccrﬂ:ung
After the protest prac thcy
will hold a press conference
where senior cricketers will
outline their future progra-
mme.

Meanwhile, the Cricket Co-
mmittee of Dhaka Metropolis
(CCDM) has decided to resume
the Premier and First Division
gigchct leagues from December

The decision was taken last
night in a CCDM meeting fol-
lowing an instruction of the
BCB dent Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, MP, who is now in
the USA. He is ::pected lo be
back by Jan

er, all lhe 22
and First Division clu
on a boycott of the es in
protest of the NSC on of
allot Dhaka Stadium to
football during the cricket sea-
son.

The fixture of the remaining
parts of the leagues will be fi-
nalised today.

UNB adds: The Premier
cricket league resumes next
Saturday at the BKSP d
and Dhanmondi ricket
Stadium without the participa-
tion of reigni SE champions
Muhanuned and Greater

mensingh Crickets Club
{G CC).

Mohammedan and GMCC
have refused to take part the
ongoing league. Their decision
was announced during the
meeting of the CCDM held at
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) office on Wednesday
evening. All the 22 senior divi-
sion clubs were represented at
the meeting

Earlier CCDM declared an
indefinite boycott from
December 21 as NSC sus-
pended the BCB's authority on
the venues,
the Dhaka National Stadium.
till January 11 for holding the
Bangabandhu Invitational
Foot Tournament.

WwWC _ﬂualiﬁers
USA begin final
round in March

tHEWI YORK. Dec 25: The US
theit Anal World Cup quably. .

mier
went

'ing on March Eltdmm

ports AP,
The American team. -hh:h
made the round of 16 In the

1994 World Cup in the
United States, is grou with
Jamaica, Mexico. anada.

:thtlmﬁklwu:d El Salvador in
q rﬁ round featuri
teams from and Centra
America and the Caribbean.
The three teams advance
to the 1998 World Cup ln
France. Each team pla
hum:

opponents in a home-
with the qualifying

sFries,
ronind in November.

No sites have been selected
lor the five US although
stadiums in California, New
Jersey and Massachusetis are

under consideration.

!

layan mountain. But,
jcall
nowhere in si
ol our sports
harsh reality of mountainous
failures, one always fails to
ther the necessary
E:call the handful of deli

meinories.

nation, after the
Council Trophy
Malays
albeit a bit ambitious about the
countryi
echelon of
cricket,
adored aspirations are destined

If failure is the pillar of suc-
cess, then we have a pil-
lar twice as high as the Hima-

iron-

the desired successes are
t. In the annals

istory, with the

to

tful

rts-crazy
an Cricket
triumph in
la, started being hopeful,

cour

Just when the s

s emergence in the elite
international
the bubbles of the

to be burst mischiev
ugnacious sports sses.
ﬂckct which hrn t the only
~ the year that is
whislun gg has been thrown
into the ows of darkness.
We could not make it to the
1996 World Cup cricket finals
after failing to qualify in Kenya
in 1994 as one 31e top three fin-
ishers in the International
Cricket Council Trophy tour-
nament of non-Test playing
nations where Bangladesh was
tipped as the favourites. That
;? episode had not only de-
us international access
hut also detracted us from the
race to join the ivy league of
cricket- pla]rln nnttﬂns But,
winning the ACC Trophy in
tem this year has since
been considered a big shot in
the arm in our campaign for the
1999 Wnrld Cup to be held in
England. And we want to see
our cricketers in that exciting
extravaganza, our cricketers
must meet the qualifying crite-
rta by srcurln their berth
among the top-down three in
the ICC Trophy. scheduled for
next March in Kuala Lumpur.
So. it was expected that our
cricketers will go through as

good a preparation as rasalblt
before siimudng in Malaysia
But, at a time when our crick-
eters were having a smooth run
of exercises, the whole scenario
suddenly look an ominous turn
following a circular from the
National Sports Council ( NSC ).

by the

An apology to cricket

S Ashfaqul Haque & Al-Amin
thousand

The governing body of local
sporis in an astonishing move
virtually stop all cricketing
activities, thereby ICC prepara-
tions, announcing Its arbi-
tra esire to allocate the
Dhaka Stadium for the opening
and closing ceréemonies of the
sixth B adesh Games as well
as for the entire Bangabandhu
Cup invitational football tour-
nament to be held from Dec 31.
This one single injudicious
decision by the NSC chairman
Obaidul Quader Chowdhury, the

state miniuter for youth and
sports. not onl l!' put’a spoke in

t ongoing Fremier cricket
leagur_- but also sparked off
countrywide resentment
among sports-lovers. The be-
wildered Bangladesh Cricket
Board ( BCB is now in a
dilemma while our cricketers,

out of action for the last couple
of weeks, have been staging
demonstrations protesting the
suicidal NSC act. The wicket at
the Dhaka Stadium, which was
turned upside down on Dec 22,
would not be again ready for
cricket before February. And.
the 1CC trophy will be just one
month away.

With higher glory beckon-
ing the country and our cricket
going through a very crucial
period, one wonders t made
the sports supremo of the
country. concentrate on the less
significant by assing cricket
— the sports that promises a

better future.

We are not against football,
but the burming question bug-
ging the mind of millions is
why on earth Dhaka Stadium
was chosen for the Bangladesh
Games when there was a more
acceptable venue in Mirpur
National stadium? When any-
where in the world stadiums
sans athletic turf are not se-
lected for the opening and clos-
ing ceremony, our swanky
sports bosses opt for the excep-
tional for reasons best known
to them. It was reported that the
authorities negated Mirpur
Stadium as a possible venue
terming it as troublesome and
remote. But, during the 8-day
long Ban sh Games meet it
was found that hardly a few

tainly a disa int
tion gt the o
NSC chalirman whose unwise
ploy
eventually backfired.

amends. The spo
does not belong to football only.
For a man
sweets to ZIA to receive the
treiumphant Bangladesh crick-
eters alter the ACC tournament,
the nation of alone. It is not too
muuch to ask that he does what
this cricket fanatics ex
him — give back the Dhaka
Stadium to cricket.

The Thuly $tar 11

speclators visited the
-free arena. This is cer-

revela-

of the day for the
to attract a full-house

The other question is what

would have been lost if the
Bangobandhu
football tourney
Mirpur Stadium without ham-
pering normal cricketing activ-
ities. The uncanny
the
Federation
considering
greater interest, staged a cou
sorts and in a haste embarked
to organise an international
club-level meet that eventually
proved successful in driving
awayv the cricketers

invitational
is & at the

olficials of
lades Football
BFF ), who without
the countryis
of

Ban

irom the

alylng uuuds especially

rom lhe haka Stadium,
Moreover. it was known

long before that two influential

members of the ICC , South
African All Bacher and
Pakistani Majid Khan, will

arrive Dhaka on Jan 9 to in-
spect the infrastructure and
pros

ing

and one-day stiatus But,
erything
chairman desires, the two, who
are to table their reports on
Bangladesh in the June
ing of the ICC, may miss our
cricketers in action, but will
certainly discover themselves
amidst the football carnival at
the Dhaka Stadium,
tionally reco 1t5f:d as a Test
Ventue
Pakistan rrit:kct boards have
jointly recommended our claim
for the status, it is obvious that
the two inspecting guests would
not feel likewise
ing the hoax.

ta ol our cricket follow-
Jangladeshis plea for Test
if ev-
poes as the NSC

meel-

interna-

Albe

India and

ter witness-

still time for
rts minister

There |is

who went wit

t of

A scene of the colourful fire works during the closing ceremony of the Sixth Bangladesh
(iames at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

LONDON. Dec 25
IAFF). World re-
cord striker Alan
Shearer Is relish
ing his first re-
- lwrn to Ewood Pa
rk Hnrr Im 15 million pound
transier 1o Newcastle [rom
Blarkburn where he hopes o
relaunch the magpies g
umﬂcmm o
n;h.m:l‘l top stri
years with Black
them to the 1995
title as his

Pr tmltl'lhl

“We're expecting a really
tough one against Blackbumn,
but our second-half perfor-
mance against Li | has
us something to on.”
er said. "It was our best
nce for a while.”
Rovers’ Scottish interna-

tional defender Colin Hendry,
who will be handed the task of
Shearer, said that,

is former teammate

would be -

A warm
return, after the

g

over the reins (o Swedish coach

no one can over take that away
from him."

Newcastle go into Thursday's
encounter without injured
wingers David Ginola and Keith
Gillespie, who have calf and

roin strains. But their other
;m Hluhh;nrg‘ man, David
tty, returns suspension

T{c Geordies will be seeking

for last scason's 2- | de-
feat in the fixture, a result
which virtually ended New-
castle’s title dreams.

Leaders Liverpool mean-
while host Leicester looking to
cement their three- t lead.

Manager Roy Evans is ex-
pected Lo retain an unchanged
side following the away draw al

two Anfield ances, Liv
are u to take their
foot off the brake a side

whose primary aim this cam
paign s o retain their place
among the elite

Martin O Neill's injury-hit
side will in be missing in-
fluential skipper Steve Walsh,
who underwent a hernia opera-
tion last week

Second-placed Arsenal
travel to H to face
Sheffield W with star
striker lan W focus of
attention after sending off

in last week's defeat at Notting-
ham Forest.
The Gunners’ veteran hot-

shot, alre facing a three-
match ban for his red card at
the city — which could

yet be overturned on video evi-
dence — should be on his best
behaviour knowi that a

Newcastle hoping against hope

almost rertninl{ keep faith
with the same line-up. with
Serb striker Savo Milosevic —
who had been set to quit Villa
for Italy — again set to lead the
line following Sunday's two-
goal show,

Scott Minto is set to return
lo the Chelsea defence in place

f Lnunglter Neil Clement.
w French stopper Frank
Leboeuf is back r suspen-
sion, but ca Dennis Wise is
still .
Champions Manchester
United, travel to Notti
ham Forest to relaunc
their bid for a fourth title in
five years, could welcome back
seven million-

Cole after two months out wi
injury.

Cole, who has never repro-
duced the form he once showed
for Newcastle since moving (o
Old Trafford two years ago, is

sed to take his place on the

h after coming through a
reserve game this week nst
Derby reserves .1 which hit

l.wqxfumpn]inliidmw

l'twiultﬁorlgm!brhtm
and | was a to monitor how

he was done said United boss
Alex Ferguson. 1 don't see any

ok

Eoml in waiting until January
for the next reserve game, S0
he will probably be a substitute

so0011." That call should come
Thursday.

Cole was lirst struck down
with pneumonia during the
summer then broke both shins
in a reserve game at Anfield in
October,

Elsewhere. Everton striker
Nick Barmby returns to Mid-
dlesbrough ready to his
struggling former club per
into the relegation mire.

Boro have not won in their

B:;tml uulmgﬂ and boss Bryan

rtedly toying
with the idea of throwing him-
sdfhacklnmmefmrg!vmhh
side’'s massive inéur{JJ

Brazilian' midfi maestro
Juniho, Steve Vickers and Cur-
hs Fleming are in with a chance

Flaymg but Nigel Pearson,

Stamp and Alan Moore are
ml-td oult.

Robson has also had to con-
tenidd with yet more mtmml_ v
regarding expensive loreign
imports Emerfocn and Flhﬂ.&ﬂ
Ravanelli. who earlier this
week slammed Premiership
clubs for "inadequate” training
s hedules.

In addition, the club faces a
Premier league enquiry to call
of its trip earlier this month to
Blackburn because of injuries
and illness.

A Premier league commis-
sion will debate the affair in the

ar and could dock the

the three points.
- Barmby. who ironically
scored in 's last win, at Ev-

erton, in September before
moving to Goodison Park. is
bang on form as Everton creep
table. He will be keen to
Robson what he has been
missing on Thu .

Everton boss Joe is ex-
Frcmu to field a makeshift de-
ence -ﬂth David Unsworth

w—m-h:h ban l.nd

clllll hit w&
month -'.Ith t
Ilhlh has a
:::E\n Marc and
untr ngsters Graham
hﬁ.lltn uldmm Dunn stand
Y.



