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Japan selects
WC sites

TOKYO, Dec 25: Four
cities and six prefec-
(states) received a

F

Ja
tures

HILE attacking an (Black-2785) +, 34 Nxf5 35 Kh1 | emning body — news that

myhhqmn‘chm ?Mm.iﬂuﬂ.a Bbd+, 4 Eg?aﬂml ., 37 a4 Rb8, 38 | Will be hosts for 2002 World Cup
board, has Bd2 Be7, d5, 6 N[30-0, 700 Re2 . 39 Rcel Rb4, games, reports AP.

remember that Il is very m;- cf. 8 Qc2 b6, 9 Ne5 Nid7. 10 Nd3 , Japan is the host
portant to remove his defenders Bb7. 11 Rdl a5, 12 a3 Ba6, 13 role for the 2002 Cup. the
A cxd5 cxd5, |14 Be3d Ra7,. 15 Nc3 first to be held in Asia, with
Rc7, 16 Bf4 ReB, 17 Bxb8 Nxb8, South Korea. Each is to have 32
of the final round , and
FIFA. soccer's wurﬁ pvtrmn!
body, told each to prepare a
six stadiums and at most

Who won the Danish

Premier Division football decided to games in the

league title this season? cities of Sa 0. Yokihama.

Osaka and and the prefec-

Mohammedan | Abahan | Mukidiha tures of Miyagi. Ibaraki,

Which team the Bijoy Saitama, Niigata, Shizuoka
Dibash Cup r'.:"m title? and Ofta.

Kobe was devastated b{

| | Usha | Aax| Bangladesh Army earthquake in January (995

3| Which country won the that killed more th-n 6.000

Mhnphyhmkq ‘ mb Sapporo was host to the

recen Winter Olympics.
18 Racl No6. 19¢3 Bed4. 20 In decisions aimed in part at ;
| Pakistan ] Holland | Germany tournament tn Spain. Gt Od7 21 Ni4 b5, ﬂmmﬂg et b e thos Students of Azimpur Govt Girls' High School perform du:nn.g the closing ceremony of the

ﬂ:nh Bangladesh Games at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday — Star photo

cities

Kasparov who won the tourna- e4 Bi6, 24 exd5 Nxd4, 25 Qed o5,

Rld:mehng

Test cricketer)
ion to the senior

Bla}rcr on a four-year-contract,’
runelli explained. "But in
their accounts the cost would be
written off over six years — the
assumption being
still be worth
tr market
ended.
enly that
value wasn't there anymore.
Although few clubs risked fi-
nancial collapse. many found
themselves with several billion
lira less in their accounts at the
end of the year.”
Mercifully, the Italian
ermment issued a decree

OV-

S,

250 days a year and not just 80.
"Manchester United earn
eight billion Lira (five million
dollars) a year from restaurant
conferences

facilities. and

“In terms of miu'ktttng Il:—lhr
is still in pre-history. The mer-
chandising of the entire Serie A
put together is worth less than
any top English club or Barce-
lona for Ajax Amstlerdam.

"And good intentions over
merchandising from the chubs

Delle Alpi — were meanwhile
expanded to host the World Cup
in 1990 and are now hugely ex-
pensive 1o rnun.

Delle Alpi alone costs five
million dollars a year in main
lenance ; :

The result. Brunelli . i
that we have to live with the
legacy of stadiums of 70.000 or
80.000 capacity that nobody
needs.

"But it will be difficult to ex:
plain to peopile that we need bet-
ter- t(llluppl'd grounds for 40,000

that are cheaper to run
and are owned by the clubs.~

German trlumph over adversity

PARIS, Dec L5
(AFP): Germany
captured the in-
ternational head-
lines in 1996 as

they eammed a re-
cord third European Cham-
pionship title amid injury
crisis, media pressure and on-
field controversy.

Matthias Sammer imprinted
his name in the tournament's
folklore with virtuoso displays
of which even Franz Becken-
bauer himself would have been

And Oliver Bierhoff, onl
months after his debut. hit bot
goals including a sudden-death
winner to defeat surlpnsc pach—
‘& Czech Repub

on June 30.

ngeria won the Olympic
crown, [talian coach Arrigo
Sacchi quit late in the year,
Joao Havelange said he would
not seek a new term as FIFA

resident and Japan and South
orea agreed to jointly host the
2002 World Cup in other high-
lights.

South Africa came out of the
football doldrums to win the
African Nations' Cup in their
first appearance since the dis-
mantling of apartheid rule ear-
lier in the decade.

However, there was tragedy
when Guatemala's World Cup
gamt against Costa Rica on

6 ended in 81 deaths in
yet another disaster on the
scale of the Hillsborough
tragedy in Sheffield, England,
on April 15, 1989 when 95 were
killed.

But at Euro '96, Germany
demanded respect for their
coolness under pressure in tight
situations both on and off the
pitch,

Virtually half Germany's
squad were ruled out injured
and coach Berti Vogts asked for
UEFA permission to send for
two cxtraaﬂ) ers — though he
finally c p only Werder
Bremen's Jens Tudt

Germany also had to co
with constant media attacks
the English tabloids before and
after their semifinal win over
England put d to the host
side's hopes of emulating their

1996 World Cup Wembley
heroes.

On-pitch intimidation came
in the shape of a Croatian team
determined

to kick Germany off

uuﬂtldlnthﬂrqua:terﬂnnlat
Manchester's famous Old Tra-
fiord Stadium.

However, East Ger-
man Sammer was so up to the
task and the match he
elevated from a re-

spected international
sweeper in the legendary Be-

to a,

ckenbauer mould as he con-
tinually moved effortlessly
from defence to attack.

His run into the area won the
first half penalty and he scored
the clinching goal for a 2-1 vic-
tory in perhaps the tournamen-
t's most memorable match.

Further great displays in
both the semifinal and final
proved Sammer's near indis-
pensibility to the team.

Many believe his injury ab-
sence from the 1994 World Cup
quarterfinal against Bulgaria
was a major reason for the title-
holders' poor showing — it was
the first time they had not
reached the final since 1978,

Germany, for whom contro-
versy seems as much part of
daily life as eating and breath-
ing. created further debate by
scoring a hotly-debated cham-
pionship-clinching goal.

Italian referee Pierluigi
Pairetto ignored the flag of
linesman nato Nicoletti who
was signalling for offside when
substitute Bierhoffs shot de-
flected off Michael Hornak's
heels, spun off the distracted
Petr Kouba's hands and bobbled
inside his left-hand post.

Nicolleti spotted Stefan
Knutz was in a clear offside po-
sition but Pairetto ruled he was
not interfering with play and
Vogts and his squad erupted in
celebration.

Perhaps the Czechs will
never forget their grievance,

However, apart from Ger-
many's perennial entanglement
in heated talking points, other
notable incidents occurred.

Several examples of racism,
the sacking of Croatian coach
Miroslav Blazevic, the public
humiliation of Italian :nach
Arrigo Sacchi, plus the sen
home of Holland's Davids
and Russia's Sergei ri}rnkmf
were perhaps the majur ones.

But overall the 10th
European Championships were
a jamboree of high footballing
quality, drama and romance
which lived up to pre-tourna-
ment hype.

Later that summer, Nigeria
went on to become the first ever
African nation to win the
Olympic title despite domi-
nance by Ghana and Ni in
World Youth Cham :

Nigeria's Dutch coach Jo
Bonfrere sald afterwards: "It is
a victory for the whole world

beca it shows attacking
fi results."

N had beaten Argen-
tina 3-2 in Athens, Georgia,

northwest of Atlanta to create

their piece of history.
That win came nst a
controversial backcloth In

January earlier this year when

* Nigeria boycotted the African

Nations' Cup for what they
claimed were fears over players’
safety in light ol the countrys
human rights record,

On a sadder note for the
Nigerians. and in one of the
year s most bizarre medical
cases, one of their Olympic
heroes Nwankwo Kanu heard
his career could be over because
of a life-threatening heart prob-
lem.

Kanu, who has a heart-valve
problem. left Ajax for Inter for
three million dollars in July
but only played four pre-season
[riendlies before the problem
was discovered.

Kanu was a world junior
champion in 1993, joined Ajax
a year later and helped them
win two Dutch league titles and
one World Club Cup.

South Africa went on to beat
Tunisia 2-0 in the Johanne-
sburg final after two gr.:lals l;[r
Mark Williams to spark
excited celebrations throughout
the nation.

And Japan have been at |
gerheads with Scuth Korea for
most of the year — firstly com-
peting to host the finals and
then wrangling over how they
would share them.

In early December, it was
confirmed the final would be
held in Tokyo with the npcnjnﬁ
ceremony and opening maltc
in Seoul and the tournament
would be knnwn as 2002 World

Cu
II':!IFin'.. r:sldenl Joao Have-
e hau also decided not to

s-c:: a further term of office at
the 1998 elections.

A file photo shows German captain Juergen Klinsmann
proudly holds up the Euro '96 trophy.

LONDON, Dec 25: West Ham

mﬁ’lﬂ Harry Redknapp ad-
mits he intends to become
SCT over Chrnistmas and in-

troduce the mean streak which
he believes is the only way Lo a
happy new year for his slump-
ing team, reports AFP :

Hammers, without a win i
nine games, are in danger o
proving the old jibe that they
always come down with the fes-
tive decorations

And Redknapp knows it will
be a major test of their charac-
ter against Wimbledon at
Selhurst Park on Boxing Day.

‘Wimbledon are sure to come
out with all guns blazing after
the end of their great run
against Aston Villa, but were
got to have all uns blazing as

well, PP

Rﬂﬂ.rmpp has made a brave
attempt to embellish his team
with continental flair but will
look mainly to British bulldogs
like skipper Julian Dicks, John
Moncur and fit- Danny
Williamson in what is fast be-
co a fight for Premiership
survival.

He is close to off-loading
Romanian forward |Ilie
Dumitrescu to Mexican club
Cuidad America. just weeks af-
ter the retirement of i'ﬂo -hit
Portuguese striker Pa u%m
and admits: "Maybe I've ended
up with too many floating play-

Jj ust like Bryan Robson has

"T've got to alance it a bit
now because we've got to go back
to being a side that is hard to
beat rather than let people show
flair. There's absolutely no
doubt that we must start getting
a few clean sheets and climbing
back up the table before it be-
comes too hard in the new
year.’

But Redknapp is still almost
certain to be without the in-

ured Stan Lazarides, Tim
reacker and Steve Jones
against the Dons.

And with lain Dowei out for
three months with a broken
ankle, on-loan Mike Newell
will continue to lead the attack.

But former captain Steve
Potts could be recalled to stiffen
a West Ham defence which will
rely heavily on the strength of
centre backs Marc Rieper and
Slaven Bilic.

Dons boss Joe Kinnear has
ordered his troops to bounce
straight back from the humili-
ating end of their 19-match un-
beaten run and insists the 5-0
crash at Aston Villa on Sunday
was "just a one-off no more.”

M oravcova stuns
BORDEAUX. France, Dec 25:
Irish triple Olympic gold medal
winner Michelle Smith was

edged into second place Tuesday
in the 200m medley on the sec-

ond day of the eaux Grand
Prix, reports AFP.
Smith finished fully three

seconds behind European
champion Martina Moravcova
of Slovakia, who timed 2Zmin,
19.57 sec compared to Smith's
time of 2:22.80.

Perrine Lerhun ef France
was third in a time of 2:25.97.

Moravcova and Smith were
neck and neck for the first 150
metre before the Slovak moved
ahead in the final 30 metres to
edge the rival, the swimming
sensation of last summer's
Olympic Games in Atlanta.

the ruads, merrily raci
the slopes after the ba
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strong-hold on the Frontier
Province, where it is Increas-
ingly being played, even in the
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wunderkind from Guggu

season's Premier Division ment, ed black a and the ures of Aomori,
football league? Topaloo: ay g ﬁm e E{,,:f o Chiba and Auchi failed in thes
r Topalov (White-2750) v o ¥ :
Sk wi=z=.... A new kid on the block
5| Former Italian national stadium must accommodate
= S Al ks | D | T
Now Coac semifinals nals wi
e T T Paaaet erle ac a esson be held at a stadium that can | Hiyder Farid Khan believes that cricketers from rural areas deserve support and
hold more than 60,000, encouragement, given the evidence that the sport is growing rapidly in popularity
MILAN, Dec br e lut i d The ing ceremony s 1o
Italian fwt B e lo_sprrad ;2:::  Ixs, Sy m:nli;"mﬂ:; e e in South Korea and | i these parts, despite the lack of facilities, with Muhammad Zahid becoming the
Name ................ — :]:.l:]r : mff;:,::ﬁ in return for tighter financial terfeiters the final match and c cer- | latest cricketer to emerge from a small town and take the nation by storm.
world champions run;tiruln_ . : “The "aﬁ why ;.hr rm.-i; emony are to be held in Japan,
F R P P PP — owever, eCONOMICE O 80 successiul Iin the Unit
still pr,.m,l::::.u:srﬂ:':m:: lootball had been changed for States Is because people pay for E‘_‘ ""'mh:‘:,:.{d‘,"' s asl At one time. cri The results of this phe- remoter arcas.
Class ......... Roll No. .......... terms. according to one of gcm‘l exclusive merchandising rights smashitea satd the ckei used to the nomenon have been evident i A wonderful picture printed
Italy's top economists, reports ‘Before, a club president — and there are police on the rt city of Yokohama, 29 considered main.  the make-up of the Pakistan recently in a local magazine
School Address ............. AFP. would focus on his playing sireets to make sure those lometers (18 miles) south of ly a sport re team today. The latest findi shows a small. Balti boy, out-
The italian Serie-A is the squad. and try to sort out any rights are respected.” he told the Tokyo. Is constructing the | SN | stricted to the ur has been that of Huhaqlma lined nst the hi moun-
e s world's most admired football [Inancial roblems on the news agency largest stadium a ban areas. It was  Zahid. from the vi of Guggu  tains of his homeland, wielding
league and European champi- transier market. Now he has to Brunelll. who is working on Its capacity will be 70, most popular in the larger Mandi near Sahiwal, who sin a cricket-bat. It is also true that
Phone: (If any) ons Juventus have just won the oncentrate on sponsorship. TV.  a book “The Economics of Saitama prefecture, Tokyos | C''/e8. such as Lahore or e handedly took Pakistan to  the entry of Shahid Khan Afridi
) W ahaistsssatis Intercontinental Cup in Tokyo. Fights mrrrhan ising '“d at Prolessional [tallan Football | pejghbour on the north. Is Karachi. which Prniurﬂﬂ the victory In the second Test from the Khyber Ag . Into
But behind the scenes, thetr “H.{'“!.IE people into the sta Clubs.” realises that much that pl.nnt“l‘ the second l.r‘r.t vast majority of the []il}"l‘*l’l againsli New Zealand at the national team with his
SP@@TS TALK clubs have yet 10 realise the full ~dum is wrong cannot easily be put | gtadium, with a capacity of | Who lormed a part of the early Rawalpindi  His emergence  swashbuckling performance.
impact of the 'Bosman’ ruling Where llalians clubs have right 63 000 he added Pakistan teams Al that time. shows ‘he extent to which will also encourage others to
'M_—'—- and need a lesson from the F,unr wrong. Brunelll argues. is Every [flootball club in Along with the Olympics, the in the smaller towns and rural  cricket is “"'"'»fl played in these take up the sport. Afridi him-
S English Premiership. accord- alling to realise they need a Britain has its own stadium world Cup, held every four arcas, it was games such as flled regions, and the fact that it is self. though belonging to
ing to Marco Brunelli. a sports.  €ONS'ant source of revenue —  and s free to build lucrative ex ars. ta one of the worid's | Dockey. kaheddi. wissthng and ‘niow definitely the t of  Peshawar. grew up in Karachi.
expert at top consultancy and one that relies as little as  ecutive boxes, restaurants and iggest sporting events. The | P29 which had the biggest fol cholce lor u“mnn.ndn young- and so is a town boy in that
Nomisma. possible on the team's weekly conference rooms |Improved United States was host in 1994, lowing people sters everywhere SETISE .
The ruling named after a resulis lacilities and a lice crack when Brazil won, and France |s But recently, | have been not The same kind of phe It is significant that while
Furo court case brought by ‘In England or in the United down on hooliganism has to be host in 1998. when the ing that all this seems to have nomenon was of course “tr many different kinds of asso-
Belgian footballer Jean-Marc States. the nts of clubs meanwhile seen atlendances field will be expanded from 24 -:hu;gr More and more cricket nessed Fnrtlﬂ'. in the form of clations exist to romote
Bosman, outlawed the practice who are quoted on the stock ex- SOAr. countries to 3 ayed all over the country Wagar Younis, from another cricket at the city district-
whereby clubs demanded a change do not l:z "this year. we In Italy, the stadiums are lm:‘ I"'Lm the smaller towns small town, Burewala in Vehan level, no institutions have been
transfer fee for a player — even Will Win the championship.” owned by the local authorities A drive Lhrough any of the district. And, no doubt, other  put in place to encourage and
if his contract ha they say “This year, we'll make and shared by teams Tickel wwt Hm m countryside reveals this, with, youngsters from such areas will romote it at the rural level
Scrapping that pﬂcu“ in- Sure the public enjoy them- are high and attendances in the Punjab at least. cricket continue to crop up in tme, or instance. the district
stantly wi a few hundred selves - ve fallen every year for the lm fm. h‘-"mﬂ ﬁlﬂ?‘ﬂd along roadsides So far, most of these players  cricket associations of regions
million dollars off the books of “In Italy. we have yet to take up laslﬁluur y«;-ar:. d e :mhm“ I::lhmmmm tlwmli::n ﬁmﬂg rh]:hmu G:‘ rlnw::dlr: mu“;
European cl tened 9 ing eVera ey grounds — ¢ whtrr | visited recently one ey : WT : concern
disaster in l'il:I:r and threa H::”:gﬁa ?ur:r‘:;nﬁrhmpli: ::ﬂ f: Milan's San Si%u. Rome s I‘EVIVEII | could find small boys i‘qfllpl}td for the first time, the game of  only with the affairs of cricket
"An Italian c¢lub would sign a & 5 Olympic Stadium and Turin's with bats and tape ?;m'lln out on Cricket is gaining a major n that sphere. The same is true

of the other cricket associa-

tions, many of which, in any
case, are plagued by corruption,

nepotism or a lack of interest in

developing cricket.
The pew chief executive of

the cricket board, Majid Khan
is safd to be keen to

cricket at all levels. One of the
best things he could do is set up
a rural cricket d t or-
ganisation of some kind. which
can help those keen to promote
the gamc establish grounds, or-
ganise training camps and so
Orl.

Recently, on the outskirts of
Jhelum. | met a local landlord
who is eager to encourage
cricket in his native village. He
has allowed local youngsters to
make a pitch on a piece of land
that he owns. and that if he
knew how to go about it. he
would be willing to cnnmbut:
towards the cost of arr
for a coach to come down ur a
month or so and guide the

youngsters

There are no doubt plenty of
other people willing to make
the same kind of effort. All that
they need is some support and
encour t from the people
running the affairs of our
cricket. After all, given the
growing rural-level interest in
cricket. it seems unfair to de-
prive youngsters from these ar-
eas ﬂl):n op ity to develop
their skills. ey need to
be given as much assistance as
Fossibl: in recognition of the

ct that they are striving to

on with he sport. even

though they have no proper fa-
cilities or coaching.

Another think that is wvital
is some kind of talent-spotting
scheme. Muhammad Zahid was
lucky to be picked up by the PIA
team. There are many others
out there who fail to find such

ood fortune, and whose talents
or his reason go waste.

Courtesy — The News, Pakistan
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Yesterday's WHAT MOVIE STAR WAS
DEFINITELY THE ru:n‘rs FAVORITE® WOODY

Today's Cryptoguip clue N equals R

1 & substituton cipher in which one

better stands for another If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzrie Single letters. short

words and words using an apostrophe
locating vowels Solution is by trial

you Chaes o
e



