Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat (L) at-
tends Christmas Mass with his wife, Suha (R) on

Wednesday in the St Catherine's Church in Bethlehem,
near the traditional birthplace of Jesus Christ as

Bethlehem celebrated
Palestinian control.

its

second Christmas under

— AFP/UNB photo

Quake shakes Kazakstan: .

earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5 shook
southeastern Kazakstan. including the capital, on Wednesday

but no serious damage was re
The quake was centered |

rted, AP repo |
3 kilometres (70 miles) southeast

rts from Almaty.

q{ the capital Almaty, near the border with Kyr tan. the
State Committee for Emergency Situations told the Interfax

NEWS agency.

No injuries were reported

An earthquake with a
considerable damage

in the pre-dawn tremor

magnitude of 5 is capable of causing

Blast kills 3 in Germany: .

explosive device went off at a Christmas Eve servicé at a
Protestant church in Frankfurt. killing three people and

seriously injuring six. police said early Wednesday.,

from Frank}un .

reports

One child was among the injured, who were all taken to area
hospitals. Two of the injured were in critical condition,

. Witnesses told

police that a masked woman burst into the

church in the western Frankfurt suburb of Sindlingen.

2 British nurses held in KSA:

The two British nurses char
Australian colleague in Saudi Arabia were arrested after they
tried to use the dead nurse's credit card, a senior Saudi offigial

told AFP,

with the murder of an

“The two Britons were arrested after they tried last
Wednesday to use a credit card belonging to the victim." said the
official who asked to remain anonymous.

2 die in US

small

- L]
plane collision: .
planes collided while coming in for a landing Tuesday,

Killing two people in one of the aircraft. AP reports from San

Diego.

One plane crash-landed at a construction site, and ‘police

said the two

people aboard walked away with minor injuries.
The second craft, with the two dead, ended up crumpled in the

i

T:jOk of a tree near a golf course. One plane apparently clipped
the

top of the other. said Frank Pelkey, an operations assistant
at Montgomery Field, a municipal airfield.

Luther Km%Jr's assassin hospitalised:
James Early Ray, the convicted killer of American civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr. is in critical condition in a

Tennessee hospital. prison authorities said Tuesday. AFP

reports from Washingion.

Ray. 68. was transferred from the Riverbend Prison Hospital

jected,

US diver drowns in Philip

A 36-year-old American drowned when his Oxygen tank
malfunctioned while he was diving with friends at a popular
beach resort, police said Wednesday, AP reports from Manila,
Doug Anderson of Portland, Or
divers when he died Saturday in Mindoro Island's Puerto Galera
town, 130 kilometers (81 miles) south of Manila, police chief
superintendent Clyde Fernandez said.

in Nashville to the city's Columbia Nashville Memorial
Hospital where he is being treated for a liver disorder, said
rison spokesman Howard Cook. Ray was jailed for 99 years
ollowing the 1968 assassination of King in Memphis,
Tennessee. His 1994 request for conditional release was re-

pines:

on. was with two other

Unicef warns

'Rwandan refugees will die if
agencies fail to supply food

FARIS, Dec 25: Almost
150.000 Rwandan refugees
stranded deep inside Zaire are
in deplorable shape and will die
if agencies are unable to get food
and medicines to them rapidly,
UNICEF warned on Tuesday,
reports AFP.

The UN Children's Fund
(Unicef] said the Hutu refugees
who had arrived at Lubutu after
a 300-kilometer (185-mile)
treak westwards from the bor-
der with Rwanda desperately
needed a largescale emergency
operation.

The refugees are "suffering
from Malaria, undernourish-
ment, scabies, dysentery, dehy-
dration and exhaustion. It is
difficult to estimate how many
Bcnplf died during the walk,

nicef added in a statement is-
sued in Paris.

While more than 900,000

Hutus returned to Rwanda from
Zaire and Tanzania in the past
two months, the "forgotten”
refugees of Lubutu made their
way westwards to flee rebel-
held territory in eastern Zaire,
where fighting led to the closure
of their vast camps.

The UN agency said some
refugees had given birth in ex-
tremely difficult conditions.
“The women went into labour in
the forest and abandoned their
new-born babies where they
were, too weak to c them
and too tired to take care of
them." it said.

A Unicef doctor had recov-
ered one four, day old bab
whose twin brother had died,
sald the French committee of
the agency, adding that care
centres needed to be opened for
"460 unaccompanied children".

reglstued to date.

]

Li’s visit to
bolster
Sino-Russia ties

Li Peng's visit will

play an important role in the
development of cooperation be-
tween the two countries at all
levels.” said Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Shen

He satisfaction at
the warming of ties between two
former al enemies and

sald Li's visit marks the upgrad-
ing of a series of top-level
Chinese visits (o Russia.

But according to diplomatic
sources in Beljing. military
hardware and noit politics %
ure at the top of Li's agenda
this trip. ‘and Moscow looks
willing to compl

Russia has a]v
as China's biggest arms
since the two palched up a
three-decade ideclogical rift in
| 989 and is part-way through a
delivery of 72 Sukhol Su-27
fighter planes

emerT

It has also to Chinese
oduction of 1 SL-27 under
icense and technical assis

lance,

Russia hosted the important
visit of Chinese army chief of
stafl General Fu Quanyou When
in May

During the Beijing visit of
first Deputy Prime Minister
Alexie Bolshakov in early
December. the two sides signed
a protocol on military coopera
tion and Bolshakov said Russia
was ‘determined to expand
military dealings.

US deplores
Turkey-Iran
trade accords

WASHINGTON. Dec 25: Ig-
nored by Turkey's Islamic-led
overnment, the United States
onday again registered dis-
tress that the Islamic-led gov-
emment in Ankara had signed
several 'rade agreements with
Iran. moving closer to an em
brace with Tehran, reports AP,
There was no indication that
Washingion could do anything
about the actions of its lopglime
ally, Turkey. but complam.
And State Department
spokesman Glyn Davies did
t agasatuﬂng thvé Arocords signed
Q. ay were pol jin.ibe in-
terest ul'fhgmsmﬁlcﬁ. |
The signing followed series
of public and private US admo-
nitions to Turkey and came two
days after Secretary of State
Warren Christopher had de-

nounced Iran as a su rer of
terrorism and a purchaser of
weapons of mass truction

‘Il regard them as a dangerous
force in the world scene. one
that the United States has to act
to contain.” he said at a year-
end news conference last
Thursday :

The ments are igned
lo dﬂumde mlummhrt“m
Turkey and Iran to dirs 2 bil-
lion. They bear out the
of relations between Turkey
and Iran under Turkish Prime
Minister Necmettin Erbakan.

Erbakan visited Iran
after taking office in June, and
Iranian president Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani recipro-
cated with ;eéuﬁ;‘-da}r visit to
Ankara, cap the signing.

Rafsanjani remarked Satur-
day that “there is a real retum
to Islam” in Turkey, a Muslim
country that has observed secu-
lar government practices for
most of the past century.

Blast kills 3 at

X-mas eve service
in Frankfurt

FRANKFURT, Germany. Dec
25: An explosion at a Christmas
eve service at a Protestant
church in Frankfurt killed
three people and seriously in-
ured six. police said early

ednesday, reports AP.

One child was among the in-
jured, who were all taken to
area hospitals.

The explosion occurred at
about 11:15 PM Tuesday (22:15
GMT). and police were investi-
ﬁnﬂng the cause. Police said ini-

ally it was unlikely that gas
lines were to blame for the ex-
plosion.

Pleces of bodies were strewn
about the church.

Fire officials also were at the
SCENe,

International

Milosevic speaks to pro-govt demonstrators

58 hurt in clashes on
Belgrade streets

BELGRADE. Dec 25 Some 58
people were Injured in the
l:hsgu which broke out on the
streets of between sup-

riters and opponents of

an President Slobodan
Milosevic, a medical source

said today, reports AFP.

Hundreds of thousands at-
tended the rival rallies in the
cenitre of the city on Tuesday
The medical source said five of
those injured were in a serious
condition in hospital.

In%ndcnt observers said
'ma? the 'oppo-nmn“r::

in s t
Tuesday to protest the

cancellation of November 17
municipal polls. while less
than 100,000 turned out to a
nearby rally organised by the
authorities in support of the

rnment

The United States said late
Tuesday that it held the author-

g =

Serbian opposition protestors fight with

ities
at which riot police were de-
ployed in a bid to keep the two
sides apart.

"Rather than making a
goodwill effort to resolve the
political crisis caused by the
annulment of victo-
ries in the November 17 elec-
tions. the Serbian authorities
have flagrantly and provoca-
tively chosen to heighten ten-
sions by thousands of
people into to confront
the peaceful demonstrations by
the oppesition,”
Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott said in a statement.

The United States "holds the
Serbian government and its
president. Slobodan Milosevic,
responsible for the violent ac-
tions of the demonstrators.”
Talbott said

Another report says:
Serbian President Slo an
Milosevic spoke to pro-gov-
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for the clashes

Deputy

position [

President Slobodan Milosevic's supporters

sults

Just less than

them from (he provinces had

athered in the -Etnlrll.' of

?ld! for the rally. which
place not far from a march
attended by about 100.000 op-
olesters.

#

downtown Belgrade on Tuesday. Clashes broke out in Belgrade Wednesday as big

numbers of government and opposition supporters held rival rallies in the capital The
clashes left reportedly one person critically ill with gunshot wounds. — AFP/UNB photo

Peruvian rebel
Uruguay's a

LIMA. Peru, Dec 25 Rebels
holding more than 100 digmi-
taries caplive released
Uruguay's ambassador after his
country released two impris-
ofied rebels, reparts AP.

The Christmas Eve release of
Ambassador Tabare Bocalan-
dro left six ambassadors
the 105 hos still inside the
Japanese ambassadors resi-
dence. He was drniven away in a
police car

Red Cross mediator Michel
Minnig announced the release
Tuesday as his workers pre-
ﬁarﬁ:l to dehiver dinner to the

ostages, as well as sacramen-
tal wine and
walers for a Mass.

The service was to be per-
formed by a priest who volun-
teered to stay with the ;
rejecting the rebels’ offered re-
lease.

The Tupac Amaru rebels
have demanded the release of
all their jailed comrades —
about 300 guerrillas. President

communion

Alberto Fujimori has

wdication he intends to

their demands, and has

lo directly negotiate with the
-takers :

But Urugﬁay'l release 'of

uerrillas Luis Alberto

amaniego and Silvia Gora
Rivera marked an apparent
concession.

Uruguay did not free the
jailed rebels “to obtain the lib-
eration of our ambassador, but
this will undoubtedly make his
situation easier,” Interior Min-
ster Didier Opertti said in his
capital. Montivideo

Two hours after Uruguay re-
leased the two. the I‘Ebﬁﬁs eed
Uruguay s ambassador.

Samaniego and Gora Rivera
were arrested in 1995 enteri
Uruguay with fake Bolivian
passgirts, A court spokesman
said Peru's request to extradite
them — made earlier this year
— had been denied, because
were wanted for “political of-
fenses.’

s release
mbassador

ts came af-
ter Fujimori sent new assur
ances to foreign governments
that he was all he pould o
achieve a end to the

A few miles (Kilometers)
from the scene, relatives and
friends of the hostages deliv-
ered written messages of hope to
Red Cross hﬁ:ﬁdqum:rn to be
passed on to captives.

"‘Eve we said was to
ive him strength, to let him
now were thinking of him,

and that we miss him and hope
to see him soon,” said Ana
Maria Munante, wife of Agri-
culture Minster Rodolfo Mu-
narite.

As she walked away, her son
put his arm around her and
planted a kiss on her forehead.

With the ambassador's re-
lease, 105 hos remain at
the diplomatic compound seven
days after the leftist rebels
stormed into an annual gala re-
ception.
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Filipino military officials ins
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pect a4 MIG-29 Russian jet fighter during a flight: demons

stration at the Philippine Air Force headquarters in March 1995. A bill signed into law
last week, commits the government to allocate 12.7 million USD over the next 15 years to

modernise the military. —

— AFP/UNB photo

- KSA to withhold
report on June
5 bombing

DUBAI, United Arab Emi-
rates, Dec 25: Saudi Arabia will
withhold the results of its probe
into the bombing that killed 19
US servicemen until after the
Muslim pilgrimage season for
fear of unrest, sources close to
the investigation said Tuesday.
reports AP, i

The sources, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the investigation into the June
15 bombing was "almost com-
plete” but the findings would
probably only be made public
after the HaJI; or pilgrimage to
Mekka, whic s in April.

Authorities are dela the
announcement to a retalia-
tion that could threaten the 2
million Muslims expected to
visit the desert kingdom that is
home to Islam's two holiest
shrines, at Mekka and Madina.

‘-—
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Defence minister says

I

srael ready for

talks with Syria

HURGHADA. Dec 25:
racli defence minister to visit
Egypt in seven years. on Tues-
day urged Syrian President
Hafez Assad to ne-
gotiations ﬂmpfﬁlh

ing with an President
Hosni on the Middle
East peace . Mubarak
warned that Arab relations

with lsrael will remain cool

uﬂthﬁtgthncmprdmm
peace in region.

Israel broke off peace nego-
tiations with Syria. its most
implacable foe., In February

amid a series of suicide bomb
attacks by Palestinian extrem-
ists in Ilsrael.
As a condition for peace,
fmhhudm-td;md
Golan

lsracl in the 1967 Middlc Eas

war and later annexed the
Jewish state. The hard-line
ment of Israeli Prime

er amin Netanyahu
has said the are crucial
to security.

Mordechai has been a harsh
critic of Syria's military pro-

state has tested missiles that
could reach Israel.

He said at the time lsrael
would not hesitate to L
but made no mention of the nu-
clear arsenal the Jewish stare
[HISSESSES

Pope offers Christmas

blessings to all

VATICAN CITY. Dec 25
Stressing the universal of
Christmas. Pope John Paul 11
reached out to non-believers
during a t Mass that

n a scaled-down holiday

BC ' for the pontiff. reports

AP

The 76-year -old Pope. under
doctors’ orders to slow down
canceled plans to celebrate
Christmas Day Mass in St
Peter s Basilica so he could get
more rest before his annual

to the world

In his homily at the mid-
night service from the flower-
ringed altar in the Basilica, the
Pope spoke of the “profound
m_l";e of f:hrmmuh}uy 3

‘We pray today eEveryone,
Christians and non-Christians,
believers and non-believers
alike.” the Pope said

‘1 mend ﬁcryuné a cordial
greeting and | pray that this

source of joy issuing forth in
human history with birth of
the son of God will be plentiful
for all. so that each person may
draw from it and quench his
thirst.” he added

The pontiff also mentioned
the humble surrcundings de-
picted in the Biblical story o
Jesus birth in a manger and
how word of the event was

spread by an angel.

“The angel !mrl: :
afraid. rejoice!” the Pope toid
more than 10000 people. in-
cluding di ts and top cler-

men. filling the basilica for

two-hour Mass on a rainy
night. “The birth of a human

being is always a source of great

rejoicing

thmnl yellow vestments
over white robes, the Pope
walked through the basilica,

llﬂp]:‘.'ll’l.’ to touch hands with
some ol the worshipers

‘Be not

Off the Record

Di, Fergie won't join
with former in-laws

LONDON : Members of

the

FOyi were congr

The Queen and her husband,
the Queen Mother, 96, the Queen's

Philip, were joined 'by
Princess Margaret. as

well as heir to the throne Prince Charles and his two sons,
William. 14. and Harry. 12. Other members of the royal family

were also expected to attend.

But Princess Diana and Sarah, Duchess of York, will not be
celebrating with their former in-laws.

Newspapers s

lated Tuesday that Diana. who was di-

pecu
vorced from Prince Charles in August, will fly abroad over the

Christmas period.

The

invited to Christmas lunch.

of York, 37, who divorced from the Queen's sec-
ond son, Andrew, in Apil. will be sta
estate with her children. Beatrice and

at a farm house on the
ugenie, but will not be

Self declared Moghul!

NEW DELHI: Police have arrested a New Delhi man on

charges of
heir of the Moghul d
years, the Hindustan

Police said they arrested 38-
the white marbled Taj Mahal and New

the world over, including

realestat:hedidlmtnwntg‘claimmgtubcm
asty which ruled India for nearly 300
said Wednesday, reports AFP.

-old K L Setrts are renowned

Delhi's Red Fort built out of sandstone.

Annan asks most top

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 25:

New UN chief Kofi Annan has
asked for .the resignation of

most tuE UN officials, his act-
ing spokesman said Tuesday.
reports AP.

The move was apparently
prompted by the unusual exten-
sion of some officials’ contracts
by outgoing Secretary-General
Bhutros Bhutros-Ghali.

UN officials who declined to
be identified said Tuesday that
Annan.is expected to rehire
many of the 23 officials whom
he has asked to resign. while
picking a few key aides for
choice positions.

Requesting the resignations
"puts everyone on an equal foot-
ing.” said Fred Eckhard. acting
spokesman for Annan until he
takes office Jan. 1. "It's the
fairest and cleanest way to deal
with this issue.”

While it is not uncommon

UN officials to quit

for an incoming UN head to ap-
point his own deputies, Annan,
who sent letters asking for the

resignations, is believed to be
the first to formally make the
request. More typically. new
secretaries-general quietly and
privately ask a few officials to
step down. :
It was not known why
Bhutros-Ghali extended the
contracts, and officials called
the move unusual. Bhutros-
Ghali spokespeople said they
had no comment Tuesday.
*Annan was named secre-
tary-general Dec. 13 after the
United States blocked Bhutros-
Ghali's run, saying he was too
sluﬁ'sh in reforming the world
nan has asked for the res-
ignations of the heads of all de-
partments that don't deal with
peacekeeping. leaving more
than a dozen officials in their
positions.

Student unrest disrupts tourist year in Myanmar

YANGON, Myanmar, Dec 25:
Sightseers at one of Yangon's
ilded temples during the
mber high tourism season

are training their cameras on
something else — tanks de-
ployed to quell the t street
unrest in g AP

Foreign visitors have be-
come unwitting actors in
Myanmar political conflicts.
Pro-democracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyl wants them to stay
away and y Ie%ﬂmcy to the
military re she says used
forced labour to beautify
tourists attractions.

The government, mean-
while, has launched a multi-
million dollar campaign
inviting foreigners to spend
hard and see ju-g how
much Myanmar, has changed
since thousands were gunned
down in pro-democracy street

in 1988, |

Whatth_eyhlveleen"-ﬁbl-

ever, isn't the kind of publicity
officials had in mind November
18 when the official Visit
Myanmar Year opened to

000 dollars of fanfare and
ceremonties.

Just two weeks later. hun-
dreds of university students
staged a series of protests de-
manding an independent stu-
dent union and more civil lib-
erties.

Holiday-makers bound for
Burma stared at airport televi-
sion screens and fretted over
news of sit-ins and marches be-
ing broken up with water can-
non and ¢ riot police.

Hotels re cancella-
tions and embassies fielded
phone calls from worried trav-
elers.

In the end, however, few visi-
tors said they had much reason

to write home worried post-

cards,

'W!ll#lhﬂllﬂkl.llﬂlﬂllt-

takes you back a bit,” saild New
Zealand law student Tim It, 24
as he watched twilight flicker
off the gold-leafed spire of the
Shwedagon Pagoda, Yangon's
holiest shrine, with a friend.

"But | was in the Middle East
a few , and there were a
lot more sol 8 and tension in
Jerusalem than here,” he said.
"If there is a problem we're out
on the first plane.”

The ruling State Law and
Order Restoration Council, or

SLORC, quelled the unrest in a
week. Campuses were shut

down, students from the
rovinces sent home and al-
agitators hunted.

In a show of force, tanks
took position downtown out-
side the Sule Pagoda, the
Shwedagon's smaller cousin.
Tourists strained to snap a
frame including the armored
vehicles and a nearby statue of
a pig-tailed page boy — the Visit

Myanmar Year mascot.

But most visitors are un-
likely to find trouble. The
regime maintains a tight lid on
discontent, and visitors aren't
welcome eve here. More
than half the country — ethnic
conflict and opium cultivation
zones for example — are closed
to travel. Those sojourning in
the wrong place can be deported.

For Suu Kyi, whose su -
ers won elections in 1 but
were never allowed to take

. the tensions add urgency
o her calls for foreigners to
boycott Visit Myanmar Year.

"My reaction is to say to the
tourists, | told you s0," said the
Nobel Peace Prize winner, who
has less freedom of movement
in her country than any foreign
visitor.

Visit Myanmar Year reflects
a larger dispute over whether
the world should accommodate
the government and try to effect

change via investment. or im-
pose economic sanctions to
push the generals toward
democracy.

If numbers are a gauge, the
campaign looks like a . The
government has revised the tar-
get goal of visitors downward
several times from about
700,000 to 300,000 for the com-
bined years of 1996 and 1997

But some see the c
as a success simply because it
was launched. Myanmar has
proven to the tourism industry
that it now has the hotels and
infrastructure to handle large
numhm'lpm ﬂﬂfhrllm.

the regime’s is to
show off progress !mm'rlnm
open economy. The SLORC took
over in 1988 from a bizarre so-
cialist military regime. in-
spired more by numerol
than economics, that isolated

and bankrupted Burma over 26
years.

Porel.gfneru who haven't seen
Burma for a few years are

struck by the changes. Yangon's
international airport, which
once resembled a grimy bus sta-
tion, nﬁ)nrkiu with a new ar-
rivals hall.

Streets formerly barren of
cars are now choked with traffic
jams, evidence of a growing
middle class. Signs advertise

8 from Singapore, Korea
and Japan that rmese were
barely aware existed a few years

ago.

Upcountry, the magnificent
ruins of — hu of
Buddhist temples scattered
across an arid plain — swarms
with tourist buses Three years
ago, sightseers went by horse

cart.
For all the changes no
tourist can question that

Myanmar remains a police
state.

— -

Myanmar minister
calls US congressman

shameless

YANGON. Dec 25: A minister
in Myanmar military govern-
ment has called a US congress-
man shameless for appealing to
the Myanmar army to su
democracy activists Aung

Suu Kyi. state-run newspapers
l‘rt!)orir-d Wednesday. reports
A

Gren. Sein Augn, the minister

| ‘of industry and a member of the

council of 21 generals that rules
Myanmar lashed out at
California Republican Dana
Rohrabacher for his comuments
carried on Voice of America ra
dio December |5

"The neocolonialist
Rohrabacher is tryving te pat a

between the military and

the Burmese people.” Sein Aung
sani

St Kyt s political party won
a landslide victery in a 1990
election that the military re

| fused te honour



