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No Provocations, Please

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) brought
out a protest rally claiming that the case filed by
the government against party chairperson Khaleda
Zia was contrived. In proving their support for
their leader the party cadres, including some for-
mer ministers, displayed a type of aggressiveness
bordering on a virtual incitement to violence that,
we believe, was quite uncalled for. Even if we accept
their claim about false charges, breaking ordinary
peoples cars is no responsible way of showing dis-
sert. . .

The case against the BNP chief has been lodged
with the court and it would have been in the fitness
of things that the largest opposition in our politi-
cal history had confined itself to fighting the case
in court and awaited its judgment. If the case is
without a basis, the court will come up with a ver-
dict exonerating her from the charges. In that case,
it is the opposition that gets a political mileage and
its leader rises in stature. The government on the
other hand looks foolish and loses its face.

For all one knows, the BNP had been
speaking of fighting it out in court if the govern-
ment were to level corruption charges against
them. So, what was the rationale for the street vio-
lence of the kind we witnessed on Tuesday? The
party cadres' attack on private cars and pedestri-
ans and their clashes with the police bore an omi-
nous sign that they could be getting ready for
violence and unrest instead of taking the path
of peaceful and democratically recognised protests.

In this connection, we refer to the statement
made by Gayeshwar Roy. a former BNP minister
and Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal leader, in which he gave
a call to resist anyone who wears a Mujib coat.
Following this statement BNP cadres from the
protest rally manhandled some men wearing the
Mujib coat. This surely is an open invitation to
trouble and street level violence.

While we reprimand the BNP for their provoca-
tive public outburst, we warn the ruling party not
to fall into the trap of reacting, and start counter
violence. We also urge a much more restrained use
of police power in the future.

Holy Shab-e-Barat

Tonight — the Shaban fullmoon night —
Muslims all over the world will be praying. Many
will fast during the day and at night millions
would also be visiting the graves of dear and near
ones and tombs of savants depending upon local
and denominational tradition. To sum it up all,
this will be a night of intense religiosity. Apart
from being replete with divine merit, times like
these offer a dip into an ambience of otherworldli-
ness and a very healthsome time-off from the

sions like Shab-e-Barat have peen proving very
useful in this-worldly terms also.

Popularly called the Shab-e-Barat, this occasion
of fasting and praying isn't mentioned in the Holy

Quran as such. For shab is not Arabic and is
Persian for night. And although this does not ap-
pear as one entity in the Quran as does Lailatul
Qadar, the mid-Shaban night has been observed
among Muslims ever since the advent of Islam as a
' particularly meritorious time for both cleansing
oneself of whatever has soiled one's soul and mak-
ing oneself worthy of special kindness from Allah
Almighty.

Prophet Muhammad's(SM) many sayings force-
fully extolling the many virtues of this night have
elevated it into a very special time for craving the
nearness of God. And as this has been assured to
bring bounteous divine benefit to the devotees, the
Quran refers to this night as Lailatul Mubarak.

Barat in Arabic connotes a kind of release.
Tonight the faithful would prove true to the occa-
sion if they indeed can release themselves from the
perpetual covetousness that pervades life in this
epoch. If one can get even a chink of this release,
what will one pray of his God? This cannot be a list
again of things one desires for personal satiation.
Freed of such desires one must seek of Providence
entities of common good — peace and security and

prosperity for all in the land.
Message from Christmas

With the phenomenal spread of European cul-
ture and civilisation all over the globe culminating
in the nineteenth century and still influencing all
other cultures — Christmas has become a great fes-
tival for peoples. It has almost become a very secu-
lar good time of the year for may be billions of hu-
mans.

These festivities have grown over centuries in
connection with the celebration of the birth of
Jesus Christ — or Isu the Anointed — or in the
Islamic tradition, Isa Masih — the Saviour or
Redeemer. How did Jesus, rising from a very hum-
ble Jewish Palestinian birth and dying on the eve
of reaching thirty — on a cross — save man? By lov-
ing man, even his persecutors. If it is possible to
put in a word the life's teachings of this unlettered
nabi, that word would be compassion. Love can

only be a way for lust if bereft of compassion — the
karuna of Buddha.

The advances made by democracy in the post-
World War 1l period have brought to man one best
thing of all of his million-year development — the
recognition of the inviolable individual. The won-
derful gift of man's perpetual becoming has almost
been set at naught by an interminably regular
disappearance of compassion, thanks to com-
petition and consumerism. The individual must
be saved from the harm it is inflicting on itself.
This can be done only through repairing back to
Jesus' Compassion. It is compassion for man that
multitudes have died for on stakes and in worse
ways. And the heroes come as much from outside
the religious pale as from inside. In com do
all mankind meet, historically and across all
barriers for the good of the mankind and all
creation.
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MPORTANCE of the role

of Parliament, as one of

the three pillars of a
parliamen democracy, the
others being Executive and
the Judiciary. can hardly be
over-emphasised. As no
structure can be buillt on less
than three pillars. it is evident
that any crack or weakness in

any one of the three will
threaten the entire edifice with

Can the absence of Lhe oppo-
sition In the last Parliament
session from the 10th ultimo be
wm;u.red o a similar situa-
tion? The answer, as one can
surmise al present, is in the
negative. The reasons are not
far to seek. The opposition has
described the act as abstention
in contrast to the term,
boycott. Secondly, tical ob-
servers would to believe
that a formula synthesising
gitions of the two sides that
may be acceptable to both will
pnot be dAifficult 1o arrive al.
g@ven the minimal political
will on both sides. Finally, i
bhehoves the t to de-
liberate at least once with the

tion on the most vital

ty on water -sharing of the
with India is has
been rendered imperative due to

the {act that the govermunent, an
ardent advocate of the
misunderstood concept of the
nment of consensus, de-
fherately decided not to evolve
a consensus on this treaty with
the opposition before it was
concluded — sealed, and
delivered. There can therefore.

be no place more l[;upfopnllr
than mFII the floors of the Par
liament to do so in line with
what is in vogue in democratic
counitries.

Despite all that was said. one
should not remain complacent

Parliament to be Effective Must

Have an Active Opposition

position to uphold supremacy of the
at decisions on mqjor national

Both mmmmmuummmwwwm
Parliament and to make it a focal point of deliberation for arriving

issues. Paradoxically, both the parties have abstained from the Parliament on account of
what they themselves considered legitimate cause.

about the situation. which is
no doubt, fraught with danger,
if not handled with a degree of
political wisdom and far-sight
One should not be oblivious of
the fact that in 1994 even a
petty and gullible reason
prompted the then tion
boycott the Parliament and
this t in fts trail events
that ted to witness the
end of the last regime,

on the expiry of its termn.

Some members of the gov-
ernment bench might even be
tempted to willfully deny an oc-
caston (o dacuss the Treaty
with India with the opposition
at all before ratification bw the
Parllament The reason might
he to save the rniment em-
barrassment from answering
opposition s questions and crit-
icisms threadbare. formally
and , and to avoid any

ible dissension in the

. The of this argu-

ment is untenable. as the asser-

tion is undemocratic, undesir-
able and short-sighted.

Another consideration may
be of some relevance to :
while dealing with the issue

One mo1 1ake note of the fact
that ‘he nrincipal opposition
party ilw BNF, not taking into
accoun! the ruling party's pre-
election allies 2’ the Jatiya

Farty and the Jamaat. consti-

tutes the strox ever opposl-
tion since t creation of

Bangladesh. Never in the his-
tory of Ba sh any opposi-
tion party lielded as many as
117 members, in contrast to
Awami Leagues 147, in a di-
rectly elected Parliament of 300
seals. By judging the 3 per cent
margin in lar votes,
Awami 's 37 per cent and
BNF's 34 per cent. the ar
mandate of the ruling party is

o

000

A
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BNF workers should be st

and, as a measure of il
some BNFP detenus should be re-
leased The government
claimed that none was arrested
without charge. The
feels that it is not
put up trumped up charges. -
cially under ﬂrwmr#ﬁ
Act, which the pgovernment
party was committed to abolish

ult to
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urrents

evidently thin.
ter the need for a
iberation with all parties on

a major issue,

Going into the substance of
the issue. the so-called 10-point
demand of the BNP has. in ef-
fect. bolled down to mere three

The ruling party rrumplhr and
creditably offered to sit down

for a par without any pre-
condition. BNF asserts that
appropriate environment

id be created to
the holding of talks. In their
opinion, continu harass-

ment, arrests and repression of

and is now ng some of its
dublous. rather maleficent.
benefits. A list of 54 BNP sup-
killed had been submit-
ted sometime to the goven-
nment and to and to the
Hon'ble President. and a much
longer list of deainees on false
charges will be furnished on
formal asking. Hen'ble
President may therefore play a
catalytic role for solution.
The 3-point demands
state simply, are a) opposition
members are to be given ade-
quate time to speak in the Par
llament. bl rtial conduct of
the affairs of the House by the

o

Speaker. and c) fﬂ or -
tionate coverage te
the TV. Let us analyse thu.'emh,F
three points.

Firstly, the ition alle-
gation of not allowing their
members adequate or propor-

tionate time to can
be aumllmd% rmﬁm

maintained by the officials
concerned. The

an-hour and failed to
tention of the Chair te
him to speak. If the
legation is false. this
justifiably dismissed by
ing official statistics. If not,
government cannot but pﬁ
that the basic of

members to spea

ey
a to un i
law-givers. There had been
many instances wherein Minis-
ters had been allowed to speak
out of turn and on matters not
related to their ministerial
functions. The Chair had been
seen, it was alleged. to yleld un-

Mhm“'lrh:ﬂ
government leaders It devolves
on the Speaker himself to reas-
sure the ition that the
conduct of t House will be

done impartially and to due sat-

present is merely reminiscent
of the same during all the t

consideration
Both the Awami e and

of the Plriig:
ment and to make it a focal
point of deliberation for arriv-
ing at decisions on major na-

tional issues. Paradoxically,
both the have abstained
from the t on account
of what they themselves
considered te cause. In
the process, the efforts to

reestablish democracy and
promoting a (radition are re-
ceiving severe joits. Both sides
have a responsibility to the na-
tion. The government side al-
most always has an edge over
the other to come forward with
an initiative. The nation ex-

pects not to throw the
intuthrmﬂuu{mm

sis. After all the are not
altogether naive must be
treated with what they are

worth

Press Fears Another Turn of the Screw

EMARKS by Chinese
Foreigri Minister Qlan
Qichen have sparked

new fears in Hong Kong that
Beijing is p;ranng to clamp
down on freedoms il promised
o u :

ian indicated that after
China regains sovereignty ol
the British colony next July,
Hong Kong would not be allowed
1o commemorate the 1989 sup-
pression of democracy protests
in Beijing, as this would be an
interference in the mainland's
affairs.

In an interview with The
Asian Wall Street Journal. he
also appeared to lay down
guidelines for the Hong Kong
media. which, he said. would
not be allowed 1o attack China's
leaders persomally.

The comunuenis heightlened
nervousness in media and po-
litical circles that the Joint
Declaration between Britain
and China on the future of Hong
Kong. and the Basic Law. which
will Hong Kong's new consti-
tution. will not offer sufficient
protection against the whituing
away of freedom of expression.

hinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Shen Guolang leapt

to his nunyster s defence at a
Beijing press conference. Butl
what was not ¢lear Irom media

reports was his statemnent that
Qian had been "misinterpreted”
Was he misinterpreted by the
newspaper? Apparently not. A
Forei Ministry interpreter
lranslated Qian's remarks into
English during that interview.
Had the Joumnal been responsi-
ble. the Chinese authorities
would have acted quickly to
clarify the situation.

Was Shen then blaming
those in the Hong Kong media
who extrapolated some ol

Qian s repiies to the newspaper.

giving them. in Hcijin{ls percep-
tion. an emphasis which sug-
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Sir. | am a Sunny Muslim
and an expatriate housewife
from the neighbouring country.
I have been married to a
Bangladeshi Muslim national
some time back. My husband is
an employee of a sector corpo-
ration. Now my marriage is at a
stake because of the Public
Servant (Marriage with Forei
Nationals) Ordinance 1976.
None of us was aware of the said
ordinance till the other day.
Even the sector corporation
employees of that particular or-
ganisation were also ignorant
of such an Act. Willy-nilly my
poor husband has become an
innocent victim of the above
ordinance which was put into
effect from 7 July 197 the
then President of the Republic.
After 1 myself have gone
through the said ordinance, |
was to have known the
contents. | could not reconcile
within myself with the ideas
and purpose of such an ordi-
nance. In {mn 2 subsection ‘d'’ it
states that a ‘public servant' in-
cludes an employee of even a
nationalized commercial en-
m'he. Such definations are
eard of. Public or civil ser-
iioriiy: Piey Sreirtuctad ot
aut : are in -
rectly into the services of the
Republic. They enjoy a unique
status. | refrain from making
further elaboration of the above
nt. In para 3 subsection '3’ it
as been stated that the
President himself will nninfe.r
m permission on applica-
approval for such
?pc of . I fail to un-
erstand how the President of
the Republic will such
social responsibilities leaving
alone many other formidable
state functions. In para 3 sub-
section '4’ to my horror it
clearly states that a public ser-

e
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As the date for the return of Hong Kong to China a

pproaches, both Beijing and the British

colonial governor are raising the temperature by making comments about what should
happen after June 1997. While Governor Chris Patten has urged China to restrain Chinese

interest groups which have been seeking

to assert their influence in the territory, Foreign

Minister Qian Qichen, has served warning about limits on press freedom, writes Neville De
Silva from Hong Kong.

Il

RULTHIN

ted that China had alreaay

ecided on imposing curbs on

the freedom of expression in
post-h~' lover Hong Kong?

Sh nowever. did not fin-
ger the ulprits. Nor lid he <t o
clearly vhat precisely had been
misinterpreted.

©Hong Island ceded to Britain 1842. Kowioon
Wmhmﬂnqwm1

years. All returning io China 1997

By pleading misinterpreta -

tion. the spokesman ared
to take the burden off Qian's
shoulders. In reality. his clari-
fications show no substantive
difference. If anything, Shen's
remarks gave Qian's statements
a legal justification by focusing

K Eﬁc 1.‘w is su

tect the innocent victims.
Certainly here the law has lost
its beauty and failed to take
care of hu: 1ane circumstances.

pposed to -

t of an individual citizen.

is is a fundamental and a
universal right. It is a question
of :xchanﬁjnj hearts between
two individuals of the opposite
sex and starting life, Lﬁe very
basis of human society. In my

opimion only a very s al cat-
egory of civil servants holding
state and stra posi-
tions may only be su to

uucl:o;:enﬁtfiun:. An ordinary
emp a sector ra-
tion deserves to be ou the
urview of such restrictions.
said ordinance has neither
been made public nor widely
circulated for general informa-
tion. | was }Jln.nnmg to adopt
the nationality of my husband
eventually. It is unthinkable
that my husband who has
served his or sation with
utmost sincerity and dedication
is now threatened to become
jobless, just for marrving me. |

do feel guilty and o..r miarriage
1ﬂﬂﬂlhe of boiiis '.hil.'.l:m.
The authority n se the
above to victimis: ! as and

when t want to deprive him
of his legitimate rights of privi-
lege. We are passing our days in

constant fear and . The
peace of our home and life is
gone.

in fine may | draw the kind
attention of our honourable
President, who is widely known
at home and abroad for his
acumen, straight forwardness

= L

H:ahnvcand humbly suggest
a) The above otdinance may

kindly be revoked and be re-
Sraod i its propes pevgec
tive, taking into consideration
all the humane aspects includ-
ing natural :

b) Affected employees who
have unkn contravened
the provisions of the above or-
gg:lﬂc: l:éay please be con-

: a general amnes
declared. 3
Hoping for an end of my ag-

onies.
An
e expnu'iate housewtfe

VAT on telephone

Sir, | refer to the letter of Mr
S Z Panna in The Daily Star on
10-12-96. 1 ﬁ.lllznnu his ar-
ment about VAT on
ine-rent. It appears that when
the telephone is out of order
(130+22/50=172/50) is charged.
1 172 is charged.
It is quite illogical to charge
VAT on line-rent. When the
telephone is out of order line-
rent should not be char be-
cause the subscriber is
of the facility.

b

1?3}1:! Malek
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

Adverse comments
Sir, The long-expected Gan-
es water-sharing treaty has
translated into reality by
the efforts of our Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. It has
been materialised not for
"exchanging anything"., as
many are to establish.
There is no denying the fact
that it is h: milestone in the
country's history.
Bi?tT;I is a matter of regret
that some people with vested

il

=

attention on the law.

Shen maintained that H
Kong people would have fu
freedom of ex on, adding
that this om, like all oth-
ers, must be within the limits of
the law. _

At first glance. this seems

interest are

comments t the treaty.
However, € superpower
America has ted us
for the

B%rmt.. The adverse
comments are undoubtedly

anti- should come
up with uine comments
keeping people's well-being in

mind, not for the only reason
that they are in the opposition.

Absana Chowdhury Emy
S S Road, Sirajganj
"Sports news on
BTV"
Sir, This has a reference to
the letter of Mr Zamil published
in The Daily Star on mber

9, 1996. We would like to add the
followings :

a) National news should not
continue more than ten
minutes.

b) Other news should be in

te

timings.

c) The interesting sports,
wrestling, should be introduced
weekly in the evening like other

games.

d) There should be c=
among the readers, like
rate for news reader -

wea reader, reader,
and economic etc., to
about a in the BTV

like other interesting channels
like BBC, CNN etc.

e} The names of the board of
editors as shown on BTV are not

necessary, as it is purely
internal.

fl We want a cha in
qulnutyandna{h':quumy.
M Ali
Rajshahi

T‘:;Iﬂteruﬂedh‘?iamrdlﬂ
skipping meals” published on
December

24 was written by

range strategies
have made it very much visible,

(the Bhutros Ghali s
and making
Trade Organisation) a shar

Eﬂ{ﬁjﬂtﬂﬂﬁﬂh& Bﬁncc both
r ana 1t O Kong
colonial government hl;lv: con-
Unuously underscored the im-
pertance of the rule of law, :I:{

sy fure aciminisiration that

m.mmmw

Even today, some of Hong

Kong's freedoms are eircum-

by statutes and ordi-
nances. '

Moreover. even interna-
tional human rights covenants
do not permit absolute free-
doms. Freedoms of speech and
ex are subject to spe-
ci national legislation. al-
though such laws are
more liberal than those con-
templated by China — such as
the proposed measures against
subversion.

Despite the claim of misin-
terpretation, on two matters. at
least, the Foreign Minister and

his spokesman seemed to agree.

"In the future, Hong Ko
should not hold those polit
activities which directly inter-
fere in the affairs of the main-
land of China.” Qian told the
Journal.

"H should not inter-
fere in 's affairs by organ-
ising political activities to at-
tack mainland internal af-

fairs.” Shen was quoted as say-

ing. ; : !
The minister said that Hong

OPINION
"Powerlessness”

A Husnain

The commentary “"Power-
lessness” hg Suroosh Irfani
(Star, Dec 9) was powerfully
written, and deserves serious
consideration by all Muslim
nations for forging greater
unity and of the
communication links at the

est level, on the eve of the
2 I'st century: when information
technology is shrinking the

Isolation. whether political,
secular, ous, economic, or
trade-wise is no .
The interaction period has be-
come shorter, therefore the re-
action period has to be quicker,
on short — and long-term for-
eign policies t the OIC
mem nations.

It is paradoxical that the
presence and effectiveness of
the OIC is rather lost on the
common masses in the Muslim
world. The word 'Islamic’ is not

ul:adm:; ﬁ diversity in
:#prom: nking is not
towards a si . uni-
gfad on the co ﬁe
these nations on making this
world of ours a better place to
live in (the West is trying to do
the same in its own perspec-
tive).

The Christian world, the
largest single community, on
the other hand, have their long-
working — and

as they rule the world today.
starting with the downsizing of
the role of the United Nations
rome),

the (World

of disparity — the su

Weapon

return of the role played by the
histérical
Comipany’ . which led to the cre-
ation of the Indian empire and
the British Commonwealth

'‘East India

The ture we see in the

Middle (the nucieus of the

Kong media “"can put forward
criticism. but not rumours and
lies. Nor can they put forward
sonal attacks on the Chinese
aders.” These remarks were
also by Shen.
is leaves unanswered a
crucial estion — who are
"Chinese 5"? There are. of
course, the obvious names, such
as President Jiang Zemin and
Prime Minister LI Peng. But
uniess there is a published list
of names of Chinese leaders
who cannot be subject to per-
sonal attacks, it will be ex-
tremely difficult for the Hﬂ
Kong media to know who is
who is not a leader.

How many names of Chinese
leaders urukl this list contain?
Dozens. 100, 1.000, tens of
thgusands, a few million? Who
knows? not the Hong
Kong media, will have to
bear the brunt of the pressure, if
Qian's remarks are to be taken
seriously. Right now. there is no
reason Lo believe that China
does not intend to do what the

Fnregln Minister says Beijing
will do.

Then there was Shen's cru-

cial rider, that all these free-
doms will be subject (o the law.
This. particularly, worries the

Hong Kong media. It seems
quite possible that the proposed
rovisional legislature — a
Enm:l-pickad body which will
the t elected Leg-
islative Council until the next
elections are held — might be
called on to enact new laws that

will sharply reduce today's
ﬁt::hm_rpr —-GEII'IE{S

NEVILLE DE SILVA. a for-

Islamic world) is
ing. The Unli:to:;! Stm
America (thousands of miles
away) is controlling both the
Muslim oil-produci coun-
tries, and the Jewish world
around Palestine and in the
States: and at the same time,
its best to ensure that

ing etlutod Fom the Muate
block of ME and CIS through
indirect abatment of a state of

civil war in _
The gen in the E?:ul
region is an open secret re-
the Ottoman rule
of tern E for several
centuries). Now the good
Samaritans are armi the
Muslim Serbs to defend
selves!
With the US Presidential

election over, the State
Department’s initiative
is getting into full gear. The US
is very fond of Burma

(Myanmar). our neighbour,
from of the recent win-
tors to this area. Soon
see some

ter vi
angladesh ma
s of unusual activities for

B
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the stakes are hammered
in in the ng countries.
Muslims of the world. wake
up and gr!: her. and share
the food from the same plate. in
the best traditional manner

The memories are long. but the
time is short

Bangladesh s powerlessness
is at the very bottom — nol a
sign of humility by any means
Are we going to become the bot
tomiess el case for the sec
ond time? Our statesmen hl"l!"
to be alert to the ations of
long term intermational strate
ges Such planning starts deep
at the foundation level

.
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