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Focus

Turning the
disadvantaged women
into a working force;
and HIV/AIDS and
children myths and

The offices of The Duily Star
will remain closed teoday

l'nn.nml_::ﬂ:mﬂ
Barat.

there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomor-
row . '

NEWS BRIEFS

AL discussion |
meet tomorrow |
By Staff Correspondent
The ecity unit of Awami
League hold a discussion
and a cultural functien
tomomrow in celebration of the
Silver Jubilee of Liberation War
vl-ctm? AL um member
and Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad will attend the
function as chief guest. With
city AL president and Dhaka
Cit Corporation Mayor
M Hanil in the chair,
the function will begin at 3 pm
at Bangabandhu Avenue, says a
party press release.

Thakurgaon TV relay
centre opens Saturday
The Thakur relay cen
tre of Bangladesh Television,
12th relay centre of BTV, will be
commissioned on Saturday
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will formally the relay
cenire al Salanda at 10 am.
::uu;nnun nlnr Information
yeed will preside over
the function. reports UNB

Young man shot
& L

dead in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Dec 25: A
man was shot dead in an
at his residence at village
Tetulia in Shailkupa thana at
about 8 tonight. Police said
unidentified assailants at-
tacked Paramesh Mandol 18,
at his house and killed him.
Another inmate. Debendra
Nath Mandol, was injured in
the . Shailkupa police
brought the body to tm thana
and registered a case. reports

Gournadi turns
Pourasava today
- From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Der 25: The Gour-
nadi pourasava of Barisal

pourasava
3rd in the district and the 14th
in Barisal division.

Chandrika on pvt

visit to India
NEW DELHI Dec 25 Sri

Lankan President Chandrika
Bandarnaike Kumaratunga be-
gan a holiday in India today af-
ter Tamil rebels began an unde-
clared Christmas truce in their

E-‘-gtu-uld War. sources omn
sides said

“There is peace in the air. We
are confident 1997 will bring
news.” one source close to
tokd Reuters. now she
is 1 more peace
than abowut war.~
Indian and Sri Lankan offi-
cials down reports of a
link ween Kumaratunga s
visit and rumoured -
tiatives with the beration
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Deadline for legalising stay expires Dec 31

Fate of over one lakh Bangladeshi

workers in Malaysia uncertain

By M Anwarul Haq

The threat of deportation is
looming large over one hundred
thousand Bangladeshis in
Malaysia who reportedly do not

valid work permits.

The Malaysian governmen-
t's deadline of L?mn:mur—:m::nnt,h
ammnesty Lo have ir jobs regu-
larised on December 31.

Although the government is
l:unct:rnccf'hahuut the ultimate
fate of the Bangladeshi workers,
there seems to be no visible
attempt to pursue the Malay-
sian government about getting
the workers regularlised or

extending the amnesty deadline

which ends in another five

Last week, Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad met Malay-
siam Prime Minister Dr Maha-

thir Mohammad in New Delhi
on the sidelines of the SAARC
Foreign Ministers' meet and
requested him to extend the
amnesty deadline. Dr Mahathir
was learnt to have expressed his
personal sympathy for Bangla-
deshi workers.

However. his government's
intended crackdown involves
citizens from several other
countries, including a bulk
from Indonesia and the Phili-
ppines.

Diplomatic sources in
Dhaka and Bangladesh mission
in Kuala Lumpur hinted that
Bangladesh should immedi-
ately despatch a high level
enlissary to the Malaysian cap-
ital to avoid an unpleasant de-
portation procedure that is go-

ing to ruin the lives of thou-
sands ol families who have in-
vested their last savings to go to
that country in quest of em-

ployment.

ndonesian President Soe-
harto met Dr Mahathir in
Kuala Lumpur recently to dis-
cuss the issue of workers from
his country. sources said.

Talking to The Daily Star,
State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
said. "My fear is that a large
number of our fellow country-
men who do not have valid
permits will be greatly disad-
vantaged if the deadline of
December 31 is not extended.”

The State Minister, who vis-
ited Malaysia on December 13

and 14 said that the Bangladesh

High Commission has nothi
to do with the procurement o
temporary work permits, u-

larly known as 'yellow mrg:p
e said the embassy is re-
200 to 300 ev-
ery day and new passports are
being issued “on the date it is

su to be issued.”
en asked if that was
enough. Chowdhury said: The

foreign ministry would shortl
be sending a tgm of senior |:1~ITI:jir
cials Lo invesligate complaints
received from different b:::argani-
sations in Ba::gladeoh about the
lunctioning of the visa section
in Kuala Lumpur mission
which has been accused ol being
"apathetic to the woes of the
workers'.
See Page 12 Col 1
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gunned down

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 25: Uni-
dentified assailants today
gunned down a top tribal leader
in Champaknagar area in
Rangamati hill district, official
sources said.

Subinoy Chakma, 40, Sec-
retary General of Parbattya
Chattagram Jatiya Somonno
O Shanti Parishad (CHTNCPC).
was fired from behind from a
close range while he was return-
ing home from a market
at Rangamati town at about
6:15 pm, police said.

Suhinn{ instantl Suc-
cumbed to bullet wounds. Police
later recovered the body.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
last night directed the district
and local administration to
round up immediately the
persons responsible for the
assassination of Subinoy
Chakma, an official handout

said, reports BSS.

The assassination took
Eiacc a day after the peace talks
eld between the new
overnment and Shantibahini
eaders for a lasting solution to
the long-drawn CHT issue.

The identity of the killers
could not be ascertained. None
was arrested in this connection
till 9:30 pm.

Subinoy Chakma was an ac-
tive leader of the Shantibahini.
He surrendered about 10 years
ago. He was actively involved in
the peace process in the area,
according to agencies.

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina tonight expressed her
deep shock at the killing of
Subinoy Chakma. She recalled
his role in establishing peace
and stability and strongly con-
demned the killing.

Local Member of Parliament
Dipankar Talukdar. chairman
of Local Government Council

See Page 12 Col 8
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Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia being received by

party colleagues at the
yesterday on
treatment.

Zia
her return from Saudi

International Airport
Arabia aftler
Star photo

Realistic action programme soon,

Khaleda says on return

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia, on return home
yesterday, said her party will
announce a 'realistic action
programme against the gov-
ernment's repression and
hypocrisy”.

She was briefly addressing
workers who t the
irport in their thousands

to give a rousy on
her return from Saudi Arabia
after treatment. She underwent
an operation on the right knee
for arthritis at the King Faisal
Hospital during her 27-day stay
there.

The former prime minister
criticised Tuesday's police ac-
tion on BNP processionists.
protesting government's filing
ol a corruption case against her
jm:} killing at Jessore Central
ail.

| was not fully aware of the
situation here since | was out of
the country for many days.
Have patlence. Tl sjt with lop
party rs. I'm ready (o an-
nounce any realistic action
programme after discussing
with them”. she said from an
open-roofed jeep outside the VIP

She called upon all patriotic
and nationalistic forces (o force
unity against “all acts of repres-
sion. injustice and hypocrisy”
by the government

But the BNP chief did not
make any comment on filing of
the corruption case inst her

Responding to a nd for
calling a hartal. raised from the
cr . Begum Zia. also Leader
of the {?rptmmnn in the Jatiyva
sangsad said. "] was with t

. I'm with them and I'll be
with them"

She also accused the gov
crnment of snatching the
democratic rights of the prople

¥
:-:-ﬁl ot pressing political oppo

Mhousands ol «heering ISNP
workers and supporteras show
cred lowers at the party leader
and raised lull throated slogans

e l'luﬂ" 12 Codl 4

People resist BR move to close link

ottt

-

| E.nﬂ.h removed I

road thru” Kamalapur Station

o

. im‘**ﬁ“*i'i By o = -
om Railway land -aloag the link road the
city for expansion of Inland Container Depot.

By Reaz Ahmed

Work for the expansion of
Inland Container Depot (ICD) of
Bangladesh Railway [(BR) al
Kamalapur station in the city
has been su since Tues-
day in the lace ol resistance
from of the nea areas.

In a violent sal to
sacrifice a 30-year old road
linkage between the areas omn
the east and west of Kamalapur
station for the sake of D ex-

nsion. hundreds of people
rom these localities lorced
labourers to stop work after two
weeks of extensive spade work

Protesters allegedly ran
sacked three excavators, a
number ol wvehicles and

uuunl,_gﬁl W w nes ol a
train Ekota Expresd (o siop the

work When ..macted BR
sources confirmed the damage
and saud separate FIRas were
lodged with way Police and

Motijheel
thanas.

The sources, however., said
last night that the authorities
invited local elite and represen-
latives of the protesters to a
meeting with Divisional Rail-
way Manager Saleh Ahmed at 4
pm today, Confirming the sus.
pension of work. one source
said. "We will try to make the
protesters understand that the
existing road linkage would not
he closed till an alternative
road is constructed and opened
to public”

The protesters turned down
the authorities offer for using
an alternative road. to be con
structed side by side he expan
sion work of ICD

Around half a nulliviy peo
ple of Mugda. Manda, Mayaka-
nan, Ahmadbagh, H.Ihu]gaﬁh.

Sevr Page 12 Col 3

and Sabujbagh

i

L i x
3 % .11 iy TR ..

N—

Kamalapur station in the

— photo by Anisur Rahman
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Pro-peace CHT leader

L e

Shab-e-Barat, the night of
fortune., will be observed all
over the country tonight with
due solemnity and religious
fervour, rts UNB.

The religious festival will be
marked by night-long prayers,
seeking divine blessings for the
emancipation of the mankind
in this world and the world
hereafter.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the

mmnnml

Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia have given
separate messages on the eve of
holy Shab-e-Barat.

Qurankhwani, Milad
Mahfil, Zakir, Waz Mahfil, of-
fering of fateha at the grave-
yards and feeding of the desti-
tute will also be held to mark
the occasion.

Different mosques in the
city have already made elabo-
rate arrangements to facilitate
the attendance by the devotees

on the nLBht.
The Dhaka Metropolitan
See Page 12 Col 8

Biswa Ijtema
begins
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

All preparations have been
completed for the three-day
Biswa Ijtema beginning tomor-
row at Tongi, about 25 Kms
north of the capital.

Devotees from heme and
abroad have started arsi at
the venue on the eastern of
the river Turag to joim the
litema, the second largest con-

egation of Muslims after the

ajj. according to sources in
Tabliq Jamaat, the organiser of
the gathering.

‘l%:z ljtema field stretching
over a three square km have
been and all n
facilities arranged for holding
the mammoth gathering. A
large pandel has been erected to
accommodate hundreds of
thousands devotees. A special
pandel with better accommoda-
tion facilities has been set up at
the north side of the venue for
devotees co from abroad.

Eve r, a large number

ol devolees attend the ljtema
fromn-almost all vhe Musiim
countries from USA and some

See Page 12 Col 7

Post book closure circuit

breaker relaxed

By Shehab Ahmed and Inam Ahmed

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) has directed
the Dhaka and Chittagong
siock exchanges 1o relax (he
circuil breaker for issues for
Lthree consecutive days after
book closure.

The decision to be eflective
from December 28 has been
taken to allow adjustment of
prices of shares after book clo-
sure

Earlier. it was found that is-
sues that reached a peak price
before book closure could not go
into needed correction because
of the five per cent circuit
breaker. But the five per cent
circuit breaker for other issues

would remain . SEC
Chairman Dr Haroonour
Rashid told The Daily Star last
might.

The SEC order sent to the
bourses on said: Where

v 35 et "t
E company to
determine the right of its
shareholders arising out of its

bonius and /or nght decisions
Lthe total vanations in market
prices at Dhaka and Chittagong
siock exchanges lor the three
market days during the post
bouk closure period shall not
exceed the maximum adjust-
ment in market ¢ allowable
on the basis of us and/or
right decisions

Elpiainmﬁ it said. The
maximum allowable adjust
ment in market price shall be
computed by the exchi tak-
ing nto consideration the av
€T rate on the last day prior
to book closure. and bonus
and /or right decisions.

If average rate of a share of
a listed company on the last day
w te the book closure is

aka 225 and bonus share is

declared by that company at 2: |
li.e. at 50 per cent). the maxi-
mum allowable adjustment in
market price shall the Taka
75." it pointed out.

"M average rate of share of
listed company on the last day

rior 1o the book closure is
aka 225 and a nght issue is

declared by that company at 2:3
al Taka 150 (i.e. al a premium ol
) per cent) per share, the max-
imum allowable adjustment in
market e shall be Taka 45~
the SEC order said further ex-

Ining the mechanism of the
adjustment

The SEC guidelines added.
Where a book closure has been
declared by a listed company to
determine the right of its
shareholders anising out if its
dividend decision. the total
variation in market price for
the three market days du
the book closure peri
shall not exceed 15 per cent plus
dividend per share

The c rules e
lo tackle some of the problems
of the market to some extent
follows the arithmatics of the
capital market allowing for
maximum adjustments thr
the bonus, right share and divi-

See Page 12 Col 1

213 artists to take part
in 12th nat'l exhibition

The three week 12th Nat
onal At Exhibition organised
by Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy begins at its gallery
tomorrow, reports UUNB

Prime Minister “heikh
Hasina will ina ate the ..
hibition at Shilpakala Aca-
auditorium at 4 pm. She
also distribute prizes

the best artists.

The programume of the na-
tional art exhibition, which is
coinciding with the Silver
Jubilee of country's Indepen
dence and Vigtory Day, was
announced at a gﬂ:ll con-

hilpakala

will

ference at the
Academy yesterday.

press conference was
addressed by State Minister for
Youth. Sports and Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Kader. DG of the
ac Shamsuzzaman Khan
and its Directors Subir Chow-
dhury and SM Mohsin.

A total of 258 art works of
213 artists will be yed in
the exhibition. Of those, 13
T

competitors,
year four artists will be given

best award while another four
will receive the award of hon
Our

The best awards are: Bangla-
desh  Shilpakala Academy
Award. Bhorer Kagoj Award
and AB Bank Award each of Tk
50.000 and Pacific Group Gold
Medal The four award of
honour will be of Tk 10,000
each.

A five-member jury board
has selected the art works for
the awards The members of
the board were Qatyum Chow-
dhury. Abdur Razzak Kazi

Baset, Hashem Khan and
Abul Mansur

Names of the award winners
will be announced at the inau-
gural function of the exhibition
which will remain open till
January 16

Before Ramzan. the exhibi-
tion will remain open for public

from 2 pm to 7 ﬂf!fz_dl
while during the m'ﬂn I:II{
10 am 1o 4

Shilpakala Academy will
also arra a seminar titled

"25 Years of Independence :
See Page 12 Cadl |

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Arsenic pollution: Bangladesh needs watershed management

Arsenic calamity in
Bangladesh may be more seri-
ous than West gal's and to
combat the problem. it needs a

watershed man L
immediately, reports U/

The apprehension and also
the .were made in a
report of School of Environ-
mental Studies (SOES) of Jad-
avpur University in Calcutta.

Dipankar Chakraborti.
Director of the SOES who has
been working to fight against

SETIOUS Aarsenic roblem in
West Bcna: of India for long.
prepared report following a
survey

said: If it 1s not done

Bangladesh has to face a sen-
ous conséguerice with respect o
arsenic problem

After a one-year prelimi
nary survey in Bangladesh
SOES found arsenic 1n ground-
water in only four districts out
of studied 24 1n safe imit (less
than 0.0]1 mg/litre)

In one district, arsenic was
between 0 01 0 049 mg/ 1 while
in rest 19 districts it was above
0.05 mg/l to 29 mg/1l. The
WHO s recommended limit in
drinking water 1s 0.0l mg/ |

The in the 19 districts
looked for arsenic patients and
found peopile from ar
senal skin lesions including

cancer in 16 districts.

The total population of the
districts where arsenic patients
were found was 23 milion. But
it does not mean the whole
population is drinking arsenic-
contaminated water. the report
said

"But it may be said t are

at risk, ‘hended the LS
Director Dipankar Chakra-
borti

The SOES conducted the sur-
vey for for last one
year in collaboration with
NIFPSOM. G ments
of Dhaka and Rajshahi Univer-
sities, n]nd Dhaka Community

la

ring the survey, SOES

analysed 1343 water samples.
214 hair, 222 nails, 118 skin-
scales and 26 urine samples.
Four hundred people mmﬁim
tified as arsenic patients hav-
ing arsenical skin lesions.

The districts where the SOES
su found arsenic-contami-
nat water are Nawabganj,
Rajshahi, Natore, Pabna,
Kusthia. M r. C :
Jhenidah. Jessore, Satkhira.
Khuina. Begerhat. Faridpur,
Rajbari, Narayanganj. Comilla,
Chandpur. Laxmipur and
Noakhali.

Arsenic patients were found
in these districts excepting
Natore, Khulna and Rajbari,

The other districts where

arsenic is a hended are
Narail, Manikgan|. Dhaka,
Madaripur. Barisal. Patua-
khdli. Bhola, Feni.

For Dhaka SOES, lnr.n?'d
only 98 water samples and out
of those |11 samples contained
arsenic between 0.01-0.048
mg/] and none of the water
Ra s contains arsenic above
0.05mg/1.

S0, Dipankar Chakraborti
sald., considering the World
Health tion (WHO) rec-
ommendation, Dhaka is also
not safe.

For West Bengal, arsenic
-affected area Is In the
where sediment took

See Page 12 Col 3

Thursday night
party

LU be there.
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