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Jean Rene Lacoste
(One of the legendary four

musketeers of French tennis)
“There are kinds of things
that just don't have any good
explanation. | suppose you
could say that if it been a
nice animal. something

rms!er
ell that's French. hut it does-

n'tl‘ummeswmmxc:t“
About choosing famous
tor emblem for s ap-

TK; 2000!-
PRIZE BOND
EVERY FORTNIGHT

Sports WHiIiZZ KID
competition-60

¢ Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm
Jan 3, '97)

1| Who won the Danish
Premier Division football
league title this season?

Mohammedan | Abaham | Muktyoddha

2 | Which team won the Bijoy
Dibash Cup hockey title?

Usha Ajax | Bangladesh Army
3| Which country won the
Champians Trophy hockey
title recently?

Pakistan Holland | Germany

4 | Who is the top scorer in this
season s Premier Division
football league?

Nakib Alfaz

5| Former Italian national
soccer coach Arrigo Sacchi
now coaches

Mizan

starts Thursday, reports

w..llhl team trail
2-0 ln"'lh: series in; the Frank
Worrell Tro hjr alter S,?

Iul-nmlhl.'

talling 73 runs in four

in the series — incl ust
two and one in the est
in Sydney this month.

Apart from Sherwin
Campbell, who scored 113 in
Brisbane and Carl 's 102
in the same Test, the West In-
dian batting has been brittle.
particularly the once-strong
tailend.

The other concern is the po-
tency of giant fast bowler Curtly
Ambrose. who has three wick-
ets in four

"Ambrose just 'nﬂ:d- little
confidence, that's all.” Walsh
said today.

"As a team we're Improving
and we need to keep that.
In the first two Tests | tho

we were in a position to win but

didn't get on with it.”
Su are
gradual improvement wﬂl
to the Melbourne
Emllludnrl:tmd but h;:-tnlh
sign their strength when
tn
erl anu and bring in
Matt en and Justin

%mﬂul! mlnnqu.ld

te mﬂmﬂrhulmm tn
2th man on the morning of the
Test.

Thccnndld:luarchnﬁ.
the wunce Michael -

COURTNEY WALSH

van. or possibly Greg Blewett.
although he had a fine Test re-

turn in Sydney as Steve Waugh's
injury replacement hitting a
confident 69 and an unbtlten

47 and taking
Ml‘ Hnm
lﬂm Wales in last

match with u:dt;
back to strengthen
Australian line-up.

What save the nervous
Bevan |s new-found worth

Hopp-
er. Shivnarine Chusderp-ul
Jimmy Adams, Junior Hurrlr
Court Browne, lan
Kenny jamin, Curtly Am-
brose, Nixon MclLean. Courtney

Walsh (capt).

Inter Milan | AC Milan Fiorentina
Name .
Class ......... Roll No. ..........

lllllllllllll
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MUNICH. Germany, Dec 24
World number six Boris Becker

will not play in the first round
Davis Cup World Group tie with
Spain on February 7 to 9 in Ma-
{vn:a his manager Axel Meyer

oelden said Monday, reports
AFP.

Meyer-Woelden explained
the decision by sayi T# that the
German three-time Wimbledon
champion would only just have
returned from the Australian
Open, which ends in Melbourne
on January 26 and would not be
easily able to reacclimatize as
he returned to a European win-
ter.

"In February the tempera-
ture there [in Majorca) is low
and the air very humid. The
clay court is extremely slow and
the balls become very heavy.
All these conditions speak
:ﬁainst Becker's participation.”

er-Woelden said.

e German tennis federa-
tion (DTB) said it had learned of
Becker's decision "with surprise

... given that his participation

was regarded as certain after
the grand Slam Cup” which
Becker lifted in Munich just
over a fortnight ago.

But the DTB admitted Becker
had voiced dﬂuhtu about the
Davis Cup clash "as he says
other German player
;lilln him on clny. which has

ways been the 29-year-old's
least favourite nurfnne#

The federation said in a
statement that as things stood
there had been no definitive de-
cision either way and that his

would only come 10 days before
the tie. »

“We are going to be looking at
whuu'u:rt!mr:hnhamabruch

esident
Becker 2.6 million marks (1.6

of contract,” said DTB
Guenter Sanders. The

million dollars) annuall

s are better

LONDON, Dec 24:

Newcastle failed
to gain ground in
their race to catch
Liverpool at the
head of the Pre

miership at St James Park on
Monday night in a 1-1 draw of
blistering pace but also many
Ec‘ruandrrcd chances, reports

Honours finished even as
Live | had the better of the
first Ealf. with Newcastle led by
the movement of veteran Peter
Beardsley, unlucky not to take
the three ts as they faded in
the second half

Liverpool are now three
points clear at the head of the
table. Newcastle meanwhile ex-
tended their run without a win
1o six matches.

Liverpool defender Mark
Wright agreed that for Liverpool
it was a t result. "We
knew it would be hard. They
had chances we had chances hul
there was no decisive winner.”

“It's a feel being at
the top of the table but it counts
for nothing unless we can go to
Leicester and get a result.”

Newcastle striker Alan
Shearer agreed that Newcastle
needed to pick up more points,
but refused to rule out their
chances of t the title, “We
needed a win. But we've got a
match in hand and we are o
seven points behind. which is
nothing really.”

Newcastle manager Kevin
Keegan added: "We are happy
with a point, | felt like we got

what we deserved. If we don't
win the championship | would
be delighted for Liverpool.
"Whoever wins the champi-
nnsh:p will have to beat Liver-

N ewcastle fall

Liverpool almost went ahead
alter eleven seconds Stan Col-
Prmcm! beating three defenders
rom the kick off worked a
gulth one two with Robbie

owler, who headed over Pavel
Sricek as the Caech chal-
him 30 yards
arren Peacock raced back
towards the Newcastle ?(l Lo
hook Lhe ball clear but
had been f1 offside

Liverpool's (flying start
turned into early dominance,
but there were plenty of chances
for both teams

Newcastle appealed in vain
for a 14th minute penalty when
Ruddock blocked Keith, Gille-
5 lrarmasnmthclcﬂedged‘

e Live gena]t}r Area.

Hark t earned a 28th

minute buukmg when he
brought down Ferdinand two

yards to the left of the Liverpool
up to Curl

penalty area.
P
m and Ferdi-

Ginola ste
over the free
nand in a header.
t high w0 his right
onto the crossbar

Paes honoured

to tip the

NEW DELHI, Dec 24: Indian
tennis star and bronze medalist
at the Atlanta Olympic Games,
Leander Paes, was presented
with a cheque wort Rs l‘iv:

lakh by the Stcrcl:ﬁr
ment uf Youth airs H.l"ld
Sports, Bhaskar Barua. here

yesterday, reports PTI.

The cheque was 1o be handed
over the Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda on December 7 but
the ceremony was deferred fol-
lowing Paes’ inability to attend
the function on that day. ac-
cording to a press release.

behind

put it bounced down and
Shearer punched to rifle the
ball in the rool of the ot for his
13th goal of the season.
Two minutes later, Mc-
::.dnmh hrl;u-hr down the lefl
with a ¢ SCOring oppor -
. ahot wide.
Ginola was and Kee
replaced him with Steve
atson in the 36th minute
Watson moved into a left wing-
back role with Clark slot
into midfield. Th enfo
change worked in astle s
favour, allowing them i more
compact look
On the stroke of half-time.
Liverpool, having squandered

numerous chances, were
I:nlufhl level by the mw
left foot of ¢ Fowler,

19th goal of the seasons Emm a
McManama cross.

After the tumaround. with
Newcastle incrul.lnghr trou-

e ey

wide and James
had to make two saves in suc-
cession turning shots from
Shearer and Rob Lee behind at
the EI]I?!I].H! of comers with Liv-
erpool feeling the pressure.

James couldn't claim Lee's
punt into the box under Ferdi-
nand's far post and.
when the ball broke to 18
mﬂn out, his lob was just too

h with James scrambling
back towards his line.

Shearer was the next to
threaten as his fiercely struck
shot catching Wright's boot and
looping over the crossbar for
another corner which Newcas-
tle wasted.

Live clung on at the
end. but with each game they

hokﬂu'mur:aqulpped to.be-

PARIS. Dec 24:
Stylish German
international sw-
eeper Matthias Sa-
mmer on Monday
won the prestigio-

us 'Golden Ball' award
organised by France Football
Ma ne, reports AFP.

he 29-year-old Borussia
Dortmund star beat ofl compe-
tition from Bareelona's youn
Brazilian hotshot Ronaldo an
Newcastle United's England
forward Alan Shearer to suc-
ceed AC Milan's Liberian
striker George Weah.

Sammer, also voted the out-
standing player at last sum-
mer's European Champion-
ships in England. scored a total
of 144 points as he just edged
Ronaldo, who totalled 141 to
Shearer's 109.

it fell to a panel of 57 Euro-

ean leading sports journalists
rom 51 countries to pare down
a shortlisted 50 players.

Sammer becomes only the
third defender to win the award
following legendary

Russian goalk Lev Yashin.

Monday's award was one of

the closest ever — the three

point winnin margin

A?ualllng that of Denmark's

en Simonsen over England's

in 1977 Beck-

cnhnucr‘a 1972 triumph over

German teammate Gerd "The
Bomber” Muller.

The closest finish since the
award's inauguration in 1954
was a single point when Bobby
Charlton t Portugal's Euse-
bio in 1966.

Sammer, who placed ninth
last year, is the

1972 and 76, Karl Hainz Rum-

menigge

Lothar Matthaeus.
The award is open

continent they are from.
Sammer,

his name when he hel

Stuttgart win the 1 Bun-

Dert of i . hlwmpmmmtm
stipulates that EE will ll:ii‘Y' Heawon the old East German
E:H. Cup ties assuming championship in 1989 and

,lmmmm

libero
Franz Beckenbauer (twice) and

fth German
B‘la{cr to take the trophy after
in 1970, Beckenbauer in

in 1980 and 81 and

to all Eu-
ropean based players whichever

a former East
German international, made
VFB

title, he has led his pre-
sent side Dortmund to the

gets 'Golden Ball'

France had the most players
shortlisted, five in alf

managed to three ten ﬂn
ishcrs in Manchester United's
Eric Cantona (7th) Milan's

Marcel Desailly (8th) and Inter

Milan's Youri Djorkaeff. who
came ninth.

RANKINGS

Golden Ball rankings in
Monday's vote:

1. Matthias Sammer (Ger/
Borussia Dortmund) 144 pts; 2.
Ronaldo (Bar/APSV Eindho-
ven/Barcelona) 141: 3. Alan
Shearer lEng!Blnckbumf Ne-
wcautll:l 109; 4. Alessandro del

Piero (Ita/Juventus) 65; 5.
Ju Klinsmann (Ger/Bayern
Munich) 60; 6. Davor Suker
(Cro/Sevilla/Real Madrid) 38:
7. Eric Cantona (Fra/Manchest-
er United) 24; 8. Marcel
(Fra/AC Milan) 22; 9. Youri
Djorkaeflf (Fra/Paris-SG/Inter
ilan) 20: 10. George Weah
(Lbr/AC Milan) 17; 11. Karol
Poborsky (Cze/Slavia Prague/
Manchester United) 15; 12.
Nnwankwo Kanu (Ngr/Ajax/
Inter Milan) 14: 13. Gabriel
Batistuta *Arg/Fiorentina) 12;
*Alen Boksic (Cro/Lazio/Juven-
tus) 12;: *Andreas Koepke

(Ger/ Frmkﬁ.lrlf Marucill:l l b

A Reuter file photo of German international Matthias

Sammer.

|

‘edged.
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RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 24
Brazilian soccer star Romario
was chased off a beach after be-

involved In an ar

tunﬂnﬁ
uring a foot-vol H
police sources said
s syl acsslpspen
Romario .nd his be-
gan arguing with fans as they
were walc another game in
the tournament which also in-
volved Vasco da Gama striker
Edmundo on Sunday, said an
official
The incident hlEpcncd in
the resort town of Cabo Frio,
120 kilometres east of Rio.
Other people became In-
volved in the discussion and be
ﬁ( threatening thr former
orld Cup player, who was
forced to flee the ‘h and was
eventually escorted away In a
police car
Media reports quoted one
th as claiming that he had
Lﬂ“ hit by Romario and sald
the star had to take refuge in a
restaurant before being rescued

3 m rejoined Flamengo

on loan from Valencia two
months ago after a trouble rid-
den 78 days with the Spanish

club
In his first game back he was
injured and the next time he
gl.ljred I'Ilmﬂ were beaten 2-
Criciuma a.nu:t knocked out
Brazlian championship.
yed one more game and
hal on holiday since.
Foot- \ruiltyhntl, which as
the name Ls is a version
of volleyball in which the

hands and arms cannot be used,
is ufmpulir beach sport in

Seles still
hopeful

SYDNEY, Dec 24: Four-time
champion Monica 5Seles still
expected to defend her Aus-
tralian n titde next month,
altho
forced her out of a prior tour-
nament in Sydney, officials
said today. reports AFFP.

Seles informed organisers of
the Sydney international tour-
nament here, schedule for Jan-
uary 5-11. that she would be
withdrawing from the event,
the traditional warm-up for the
year's opening Grand Slam in
Melbourne. starting January
13.

Seles, a left-hander, injured
a finger on her right hand late
last month but did not have it
treated immediately. The break
was 12 days ago and
she has since trained with the
finger in a split.

The setback continues a run
of injuries for the tenacious 23-
year-old since her comeback to
tennis from an April 1993 court
side stabbing in Hamburg. Ger-
many. that kept her out of the
game for 27 months.

Seles has yet to be beaten in
the Australian Open in four
visits to Melbourne and rates it
as one of her favourite tourna-
ments.

Should she withdraw from
the Australian Open it would be
a massive blow for or Sers
who are anticipa ecad-to-
head contest with world No |
Steffi Graf, whose opening Aus-
tralian engagement is in the
H Cup mixed teams event
i h, starting on December

The Seles withdrawal from
the Sydney event follows Mon-
day's pull-out of 15-year-old
Russian prodigy Anna Kourni-
kova.

Flamboyant American An-
dre si is another notable
absen from Australian tour-
nament this summer, citing a
lack of motivation.

Lewis' trainer
turns back

on Tyson!

LONDON, Dec 24 The man
who trains British heavyweight
boxer Lennox Lewis has turned
down an offer to switch to Mike

son's camp because he says

the -American is not good
enough. reports Reuter.
Emanuel Steward. Lewis

trnjm:r for the ‘faul two years.
"1 turned Mike down with-
nut f,“n huthﬁ:iyng to ask hcn:l
much money t were prepare
to pay me. | have alwapu been
convinced Lennox is the best
heavyweight out there and
nothing could persuade me (o
turn my back on him.
"1 su it is quite flatter-
to be asked by Mike to work
h him." Steward acknowl-
"A lot of people believe
that is the number one trainer's
Lﬂb in boxing but | had to tell
im and his ogeoplc I already
have the top |

h a broken finger has

.....

| 1ish Olympic soid modalist Micheks Smith on hae way to.win the 50 m fresstyie guld ot the

Bordeaux International competition in France on Dec 23

—ReuterfUNBpluh

Zimbabwe confi-
dence is

ahead of the se-
cond Test against
England starting
5 despite touring
avid 's claim

’ HARARE. Dec 24

on Thur
team coach
his side “flippin’ murdered
them™ in the drawn first Test,
reports Heuter

The inaugural Test between
the two trams ended in Bul
awayo on Sunday in a draw
with the scores level — the first
time there has been such a re
sult in Test cricket history

England led by only 30 on
firmt Innlnqzl and struggled to
polish off Zimbabwe's second
innings on the final day. but
ldoyd repeatedly sald after the
match "We flippin murdered
them and they know it "

In contrast. Zimbabwe cap-
tain Alistalr Campbell said: 71
thought we held our own and at
times dominated, especially on
the first two days’

Campbell sald they were
confident irito the open
ing game of the two-Test en-
counter and “We'll be even more
s0 in Harare "

The Harare Sports Club was
the venue of Zimbabwe's only
Test win, against Pakistan in
February last year, since they
became a Test-playing country
four years ago.

In that Zimbabwe victory by
an innings and 64 runs, Grant
Flower made a double century,
Andy Flower and Guy Whittall
both scored hundreds and
paceman Heath Streak had a
iune-wicket match haul

Zimbabwe are likely to
make one change from Bul-
a . with batsman Stuart
Carlisle being dropped in
favour of Mark er. the left
hander who hit a century for
Hltnbtlcllmi in the four-da

3.1:’1:! E nnd whic

Enﬂlnd can rcﬂ-ei"t Of SOIme
plus points from the first Test.
with t-mtunu by Nasser Hus-
sain and John Criawley and
runs in both for
Nick and « Stewart,
whose 73 from 75 d--llmin on
the last day initially fired

Eng-
land's victory hopes as they
chased 206 in 37 over s,

Off spinner Rolwert Croft
bowled well in the Aist
left-arm spinner Pl Tufnell
was reffective in the second,
paceman Chris Silverwood,

h ignored Mike Ather-
ton for most of the recond In-
:Illlll, had a creditab le Test de-
n.

However, Englanc! s new ball
attack of Darren Gough and
Alan Mullally wias never
threatening and a familiar in-
ability to clean up the tail, let
Zmbabwe off the hook in both
Innings.

The long Englan/i tail was
Fxptl}itdll;l the first i Ermj
or y periods on the first

nﬁ Lgc touring side were
e game, not winning.

England will have: to decide
whether w include t}.e recently-
arrived Craigo White:, who has
bare added to the toiir as
cover for fellow all-rounder

uavlng L
it

Ronnie Irani, ruled ot by back
—

LONDON. Dec 24
Alan Wells, who
Lr:;mtd Kent on
onday, laun-
‘ . ched a stinging
__i attack on Sussex.
the county he captained for five
years, criticising the hierarchy
who stripped him of the
captaincy after five years in the
post, reports AFP.

Wells, with the county for 16
years, said the done was
“irreparable” after he had been
dumped in October.

"I am flattered that Kent
have given me a five years con-
tract.” he said.

"Not many 35 year olds are
handed that type of opportunity
and | mean to make it count.”

Star batsman Wells in the
fourth high &nﬂl: player to
leave Susa-l:x s winter and he
added: "In my case it was down
to poor management.

"l can only speak from my

side and the way my particular
case was dr:a]l wﬂ I said
straight after my sac that |
thought Sussex it very
ba and I stand

e confessed " huu

ple were telling me that Umt
would heal, I am afraid | have
lost faith and trust with those
in charge at Hove.

"Matters were irreparable
because of the mismanagement
of the captaincy issue.”

Wells. who passed 1,000 runs
in a season on ten occasions
since making his debut in 1981,
had just completed a successful
benefit year but says the Kent
deal gives him the security he
warnts.

"l am relishing the

rospect
of playing for Kent an 50

believe

Wel_ls vents his anger

they have a potentizl champi-
onship winning side." he

ey are a fine team and
have always been an exciting
side to play against and to
watch. | am looking forward to
the move as | feel as fit as ever
and will just be able Lo concen-
trate on scoring runs.”

[lie to join
Mexican side

LONDON. Dec 24: Romanian
sccuer international Ilie Du-
mitrescu is set to joi n Mexican
side America Cuidad after a
disappointing spell with West
Ham, the London chib said on
Monday, reports Reuter.

West Ham's manajZing direc-
tor Peter Storrie said details of
the transfer still had to be
cumplﬂtd.

‘In principle we have an
agreement for the s ale of llie
Dumitrescu, subject to a lot of
things,"” Storrie said.

"He has also got to go over to
Vexico and have a me=dical next
week, so all being well I would

anticipate the move could be
completed by early 19437 but cer-
tainly not before Chriistmas.”
Dumitrescu, whao shone
during the 1994 World Cup,

joined English Premier league

side West Ham in M:nvich for 1.5

million pounds (2.!5 million
dollars).
But he played jiuast three

times for them in tlie closing
mcnths of last seasori, because
of injury. and has been called
on to play only seven times this
season. including fouir appear-
ances as a substitute.

Zimbabwe in high spirits

Dnhummmm-
awayo Mu should be the
one to make way,
but s management
probably decide against such a
radical move.
The Harare Sports Club
h is likely to be as batsman
as one in Bulawayo
and the smart money will be on
a draw

Belgian booter

In stew

BRUSSELS. Dec 24 Gilles De
Bilde, star striker of Anderlecht
and the Belgian national team,
walked free Tuesday after
spending the night in a police
cell where he was questioned
about a left hook to an oppo-
m;.-m's nose and cheek, reports
A ]

De Bilde hit Eendracht Aalst
defender Kris Porte dun a
First Division game Saturday.
Porte s nose and cheek bone
were broken, and doctors fear
he may sufler permanent eye
darms

Police hauled De Bilde in for
questioning late Monday and
held him overnight, after Porte
pressed criminal charges
against the Anderiecht star.

Early Tuesday, a magistrate
fru:d De Bilde, but the player

still face a jail sentence.
¢ Bilde rﬂ:ciw:ﬂ a sus-
two-month jail sentence
b g el b
I a
hit a nurse while ting
his fat in hospital last year.

Anderlecht, who face Inter
Milan March 4 in the UEFA Cup
quarterfinals, suspended De
Bilde indefinitely alter officials
watched television footage of
the incident.

De Bilde, 25, is a former
Aalst pla_',rer and won Belgian
SOCCer's most prestigious award,
the Golden Boot, with them in
1994 Since then, De Bilde's
scoring touch has faded he
recently lost his place in the na-
tional team.

Higuita’s home
attacked

BOGOTA. Dec 24: Assailants
threw a small explosive device
al the home of Rene . eX-
goalkeeper of Colombia's na-
tional soccer team and one of
the country’'s best-known stars.
police said. There were no in-
juries, re AP,

The attack occurred Sunda
in Medellin, 185 miles (
kilometres) northwest of the
capital, Bogota. Higuita and his
family were not at home at the
tirme. An em of the family
was inside the home but un-
harmed. The small bomb dam-
:ﬁcd the front of the home and

attered windows at Higuita's
house and homes.

Tm s rised it hﬂ;?cncd."
Higuita told RCN radio. °Il

haven't received any threats
and | have no enemies.”
Gen Alfredo ado., Mede-
llin's police chief, said two
assailants threw the explosive,
then sped away on a
He said police have made no
arrests and have no sus S.
The motive for the attack was
not clear.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

Commo- 49 Chair 28 Earth-
dore 50 ® Woody's  friendly:
Perry won §1 son comb.
15 Wrestling 52 180 10 Volition form
hoid degrees 11 Liberace’'s 29 Heavy
17 Partner from SSW  lineup wesght
18Gmps.of B3 18 Goneril's Hmn-
mos. pop
19 Earlier DOWN 20 Charged 34 Festive
than 1 Wan bit Im
20 Objects of 2 Jefly 21 Time b 1
21 Forage Solution time: 27 mins. 38 Mistory
39 of
HEH‘I ALY 2 -f :
declaration &+ Ty 40 Check
23 Gambol 41 Aar city .
26 Mosque L 42 Opera
1ower I star
30 Inter — N 43 Monad
31 Adhesive 44 Hote!
32 Mexican RCCOMMO-
33 Promised : ' 48 Solo of
| A N T™he s a substitution in which one
- ry T S gt B o g e
will 0 the
- e s and words using an you chues o
38 Fete mayhe locatt ng vowels Solution is ermoe



