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With just over 30 hours to Christmas Day, commuters and
tourists get a festive view of the capital's famous landmark

Big Ben surrounded by decorative lights in Parliament
Square Monday. — AFP/UNB photo

70,000 Irmlle'dlsh return:
Iran announced Monday that 70,000 lrn? Kurdish refugees
have returned home from refugee camps in Iran, Xinhua reports
from Tehran. i

Interior Minister Ali Mohammad Besharati said that about
9.000 Iraqi Kurdish refugees remain in refugee camps in Iran's
border region with Iraq. Shortly after escalation of ting be-
tween rival Kurdish ups in northern Iraq. Besharati said,
some 300,000 Iraqi Kurds amassed behind Iran-Iraq border to

seek refuge.
Landslide claims 43 in Papua New Guinea:

Officials in the south Pacific nation ol Papua New Guinea said
Elterdly that 43 people had died in a landslide overnight.
ter reports from Port Moresby.
The nation's director of disaster and emergency services
Leith Anderson said a whole village near Men was buried
and 43 people, including a numbers of children, had been

trapped.
Blast claims 8 workers in US: e

workers were killed and two others injured in a massive explo-
sion at a Houston factory, officials said Monday. AFP reports

from Cypress.
The blast through the Wyman Gordon Forging Co. fac-
roof late Sunday. shredding and btmd:in? corrugated steel
scattering body parts as far as 30 metres (100 feet) from the

Eldinfmi Dihana Pr:;-rmni spokeswoman for the occupational
ot .
i y e% “m}rrljc?'s in Dallas, ui1 an lnmugu_i—
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Azerbaijan, Russia fail to' sign deal:
Awrbﬁan‘l ent Geidar Alieve met visiting Russian De-
fence Minister [fmr Rodionov Monday but the two failed to sign
an military cooperation agreement, a Russian official
said, r s from Baku.

Alieve proposed that the signing of the accord be postponed.
saying the document on cooperation in the military and tmwt
industry spheres was not sufficiently detailed, said Leonid
Ivashov. the head of the Russian Defence Ministry's foreign re-
lations department. Rodionov, who initially planned to stay for
two days, then cut his visit short. explai that he had to be in

Moscow because of Russian President 8 Yeltsin's return to
active work in the Kremlin

J?mese FM Wm trip to ROK:
Foreign Minister YukihiKo Ikeda will put off a two-day trip to

South Korea scheduled to begin Thursday in order to monitor
the ongoing hostage crisis in Peru, a ministry official said
Tuesday, reports from Tokyo

1 had Pl;::med to hold talks with his South Korean coun
terpart. Yoo Chong-ha, to lay the groundwork for a meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto and South Korean
President Kim Young Sam in western Japan in late Jan It
was not clear when lkeda's trip would be rescheduled. .L:"u’me
ministry official. who by custom asked not to be identified.

10 Muslim rebels held in France:

French prosecutors are holding 10 Muslm militants, some of

them al ly trained as guerillas in Bosnia on suspicion of

links to a guerilla support network, justice sources said on
Monday, Reuter reports from Paris

The 10 are helieved 10 have no connection, however. Lo Lhe

December 3 bombing of a Paris commuter train in which four

died. an attack that investigators believe was staged
uslim fundamentalists angry over French backing for Alge

ra
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swerved off a mountdin road in southern Colombia on Monday

killing 12 people and injuring 18, police said, AP reports from

ﬁmmhﬂjnmmmmwﬂm-
dona and Pasto, 335 miles (540 southwest of the
ital, Bogota. near the berder with Ecuador when it ran off a

. The cause of the accident was not immediately clear No
other details were available

6 seamen sentenced to death m ROK:
y

Slxﬂnfmnﬁﬂhhmmmsmmm:nm
killing 11 1 by beat-

7mmboatﬁnhinﬂlinma
boat with a freighter and sank at the mouth of
River in Shanghai. and seven fishermen are miss-

| newspaper reported Tuesday. AP reports from
Beijing

All 18 aboard the fishing boat went into the water two
minutes after the collision on Sunday, th Wen Hui Bao re-
Fﬂd.ﬂuﬂ:mrmmdhyﬂm other vessels in the area.

Indian Muslims
deprived of their

rights : Gowda

NEW DELHI, Dec 24: Mus-
lims. the largest re mi-
nority among India's 930 mil-
lion people, have been deprived
of their rights since the coun-
try's independence in 1947,
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda
was qu;;l?ed as saying today, re-

“You have been cheated as a
vote bank and tical
have exploited ;ﬂr gnornun‘:.."
The Hindu newspaper guot
Deve Gowda as saying at a sem-
inar here late Monday.
] “This t:ﬂur;dtry does not be-
ong to an n or o
e
Muslims, who comprise 11
per cent of the tion, say
they have been sidetracked de-
spite the Indian constitution
declaring the world's largest
democracy a secular country.
The December 6, 1992 razing
of a medieval mosque in the
northern town of Ayodhya b
Hindu fundamentalists, whic
sparked nationwide riots
ming more than 2,000 lives,
has also scarred their he.
Deve Gowda hinted that his
loose-knit coalition govern-
ment, comprising centrist and
left parties and depending on
the historically-dominant
Congress (I) for survival, would
try to reserve jobs for Muslims
in the government,

Stalemate 1n

Nepali parliament

KATHMANDU, Dec 24: The
special session of Nepals lower
house turned into a confronta-
tion between MPs of and
opposition sides Monday mid-
night before it was adjourned,
reports Xinhua.

The stalemate began late
Monday when lawmakers from
the two sides were shouting slo-

st each other.

Earlier op ition lawmak-
ers had s a sit-in protest in
front of the Speakers rostrum
for about three hours to block
the Speaker to call for the vot-
ing on a no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba and his three-

coalition government.

ey alleged that some MPs
of the ruling side have kid-
nap one MP who was sup-
posed to vote in favour of the
no-confidence motion tabled by
main o sition the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (United
Marxist Leninist. CPN-UM).

Bhakta Bahaur of the
Nepal Workers and Peasants
Party (NWPP) was abducted
early Monday by Home Minis-
ter K.B. and two MPs of
the main ruiinL Nepali
Congress {NC) Party lor fears of
the approval of the non-confi-
::EI“ motion opposition MPs

UN decides not
to send troops

to Zaire

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 24;
The United Nations will not
send a military force to Zaire o
help Rwandan refugees. the Se-
curity Council dec Monday,
reports AP

The council's decision was

largely a formality, as partici
pati countries had already
agre there was no a

need for a multinational force
to help refugees returning from
castern Zaire

“In the light of the new situ
ation in the re . The func
tlons of the mu Uonal force
will come 10 an end.” said Secu
rity Council President
Francesco Paoclo Fulci of Italy

About 940,000 of the estl-
mated | 2 milhon who
fled Rwanda in 1994 L‘%
the massacre of at least 500,
Tutsis have returned in the last
two months, from Zaire and

Tanzania.
UN refugee officials
said between 20, and 30,000

a day were expected to arrive
Tigers attack

police base,
kill 2

COLOMBO. Dec 24: Tamil

Tiger guerillas attacked a police
. in eastern Sri Lanka

- today, killing at least two con-

stables and wounding three
others, officials said. reports
AFP

Gunmen of the atist
Liberation of Tamil Ee-
lamm (LTTE) fired mortar bombs
and automatic fire at the "12th

Ampara and escaped as mili-
ta reinforcements were
. officials said.
The LTTE overran a com-
mando base of the police in the
area two weeks

ago.
of ot Bt 26 of Gheic own men.

Top 3 parties sit to

TAIPEl. Dec 24. Taiwan's
three main parties sat down
to map out the island's
future course through a
minefield of constitutional
snags and a cold war with
China that shows no sign of
abating. reports AP
The week-long National
Development Conferenice is the
first multi-party meeting in six

Conference. in a Taipei
convention center decorated for
Christmas. is likely to be less
tumultuous, focu on the
constitutional ano ies that
often explode into brawling in
Taiwan's parliament.

The 199 pants seemed
deeply divided Monday on
proposals for further change
especially a bid by president

years a period in which Teng-hui, Taiwan's first
democracy has transformed the  directly elected president. to
island and relations with expand his ers at the
China have warmed. then expense of the slature.
chilled Under the proposal Lee
The 1990 confab made Wwould have the r to
history by leading Taiwan to  dismiss the slature, while

end the state of war with China rcrriovlr;ﬂ- t to veto his
h'l.".litl!

and reform its constitution to € . That would
free elections help solve his problems with
This National Development having appointed Vice

map out

unconstitutio
Chen Kuei-miao. legislative

whip fWiuﬂn New
S g igiliion) b g
as pr

mlmg‘;crngcr

Every article we ve
considered has the
powers of the t, and not

a single one has limited it.” said
Chen

The main opposition. the
Demncrlt}ch;t:Em Party.
was party whip
Shen -hliunfl'u ted the
idea, Chairman sin- Liang

said he might support it in
return for greater s of

oversight and censure for the
legislature

Hashimoto rules out tough approach to Peruvian rebels

Freed hostages appeal fo
negotiated settlement

LIMA, Dec 24: Freed hostages

for a negotiated end to
Peru's standoff with leftist
rebels holding 140 Latin

American and Asian
dignitaries. The captives got
water, food, clean T-shirts and
underwear but the government
made no concessions to the
captors, reports AP.

In reducing the number of
hostages with a mass release of
225 people Sunday night, the
rebels seemingly strengthened
their ition.

"The fact that they've
releases two-thirds of the
hostages means in effect that
they've pared it down to a
number they can control.”
Japanese rime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto told

rters Monday in Tokyo. "To
that extent, the tension has
increased.”

Newly freed hostages
expressed relief, but also
worried about those left behind.

"We shared a very intense,
very hard ence ... of fear,
of anguish, of hope.” said
Spanish diplomat Estanislao
de Grandes.

They also recounted an odd

ending to their captivity, saying
mm::g rebels had uﬂvgl quick
hugs to some of dcplrl.lﬁ
hostages — a sense of shar
experience felt by the captives,
too

For the 140 remaining
hostages, including seven
foreign ambassadors and
Peruvian dignitaries such as
the foreign minister and the

Heddent of the Supreme Court,
onday was the sixth day of

confinement at the walled
residence of the Japanese
ambassador. Ambassador
Morihisa Aoki and President
Alberto Fujimori's brother,
Pedro, were among those still
held.

A radio station, though,
tried to get some good news to
one :
Radioprogramas attempted
to inform a Japanese captive
Munda%’that his wife had given
birth. "Your wife and daughter
are very wclli; Jltnted the
announcement, :

Expectations lhﬁday
might be as eventiul as the
night before were raised by the
arrival of two helicopters
overhead, and rumors that

President Fujimori would
arrive. He didn't.

Fujimori so far has refused
to negotiate directly with the
two dozen Tupac Amaru rebels
holed up in the two-story
suburban house surrounded by
police and without water,
electricity and phone service.

AFP adds: Japan's Prime
HlnlutertR e:rn Ednhlmutu
ruled ou ay a
"get-tough a prnatl?rmtﬁth
Peruvian rebels to resolve a
hostage crisis at the Japanese
ambassador's residence in
Lima.

After speaking with
Peruvian President Alberto
Fujimori by phone, he told
reporters it would take time to
beeak the im ;

“The fact that it will take
time means no get-tough
approach will be taken,"

ashimoto said after the 15-
minute conversation.

It is an extremely difficult
challenge to stand firm against
terrorism and at the same time
release all hos as soon as

ble. So we want to extend

all possible support. the prime
minister said.
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Taliban minister says

KABUL, Dec 24:
International efforts to broker
;.gicnc: p.pract heli:';n the

ng es in anistan

are "doomed" to fail, a Taliban

overnment minister said

onday, underscoring his

regime's increasingly hard line,
reports AP.

Information Minster Ahmed
Shah Muttaqi said peace can
of the t and
recognition of its leader,
Mullah Mohammed Omar. as
absolute ruler,

"The United Nations-
sponsored negotiations are
doomed.” he told The
Associated Press in an
interview Monday. "We don't

hold any hope for peace here."

UN negotiator Norbert Holl
has been shuttling across the
country trying to broker a ce
pact between the militant
religious Taliban militia and
an alliance of former

t forces in the north.
"Once, we tried to solve the
problem through negotiations,”
said Muttaqi. Then, we took
another way, and that is how we
arrived in Kabul. That is how

r | Intl efforts of Afghan
peace deal will fail

we will solve the problem

throughout Afghanistan.

The Taliban took control of
Kabul in
out the government o
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his
military chief Ahmed Shah
Massood.

By "another way" Muttaqi
lddn:mnt War. 4 3

"Revolution by those who

our " he said.

Eut he added that, for the
time at least, it was in the
Taliban's interest to maintain
its front lines and not push
further north. He did not
explain why.

Asked on what terms the
Taliban would make peace with
the combined leadership of
northern warlord Rashid
Dostum, Massood and Rabbani,
Muttaqi sald “Islamic
government.”

He said the Islamic
overnment of Rabbani and
assood was not :

The Taliban has introduced
a strict version of Islam,
including banning women from
the workplace as well as

ublic beatings,

imposin
ﬂugﬁlngp agami executions.
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Arafat, and her daughter Zahwa visit the

Nativity Cave in Bethlehem Monday, where according to Christian tradition Jesus was

— AFP/UNB photo

BEIJING, Dec 24: China at-
tacked the US media Tuesday

for sabotaging improving rela-
tions uﬂt%agshlnlétun uﬁth bi-
ased and arrogant news reports,
reports AFP.

An editorial that ran in the
Engltshalanguﬁ: China Daily,
the People's Dally and the Xin-
hua news agency slammed
“some members of the US mass
media, who. with their intrin-
sic arrogance and prc{udic:.
have time and again lodged
%rnundlcns charges against

hina.”

"Some le’'s prejudice is
more ban:‘?u? I;’ih:am lhc]eir igno-

!
!

|

rance” it added.

The article focused on the
New York Times. which piqued
Beijing last month with an
opinion piece comparing im-
proved Sino-US ties with the
1938 appeasement policies in
Europe which led to the rise of
Hitler and World War I1.

They not only attack China
but they also irrationally criti-

cise¢ Americans who insist on

China blasts US media for
sabotaging improving ties

improving Sino-US relations,”
complained the article, signed
off by Wen Ming. which trans-
lates as "civilised.”

The New York Times bore
the brunt of further er for a
series of opinion pieces dis-
cussing rising nationalism in
China.

"Some New York Times arti-
cles have tried to create mis-
conceptions that anti-foreign
sentiment is ubiquitous in
China", the editorial said.

"However, foreigners who
have visited China or met Chi-
nese people do not have that
feeling. and the attempt to de-
pict the Chinese people's patri-
otism for xenophobic national-
ism is only aimed at creating
another obstacle in Sino-US re-
lations.” it added.

Relations between China
and the United States have im-
proved in recent weeks, after
more than a year in the dol-
drums, with presidents
to an exchange of visits next

year.
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bﬂ'fensions rise in Belgrade
‘ahead of rival rallies

BELGRADE . Yugoslavia, Dec
24 Fears ol clashes grew Mon-
day as Slobodan Milosevic
called for a huge rally in his
support on the same square
where opposition groups have
prnlt&tﬂ? is autocratic rule for
the past month, reports AP

oes of the Serbian president
warned it could provoke a civil
War

Hundreds of riot police were
bused to the capital a day before
the planned pro-Milosevic
rally, intended to counter a
month-long pro democracy
protest against the annulment
of o tion election victories

About 80,000 pro-democracy
supportiers :I-rﬂ«ilhraw rains to
demonstrate in Belgrade for the

J4th straight day in protests

consensus on Taiwan's future

A Palestinian woman hnl&nL.;:ictum“of h-r two

that have marked the biggest
challenge to Milosevic since he
came lo nine years ago.

Their leaders vowed to con-
tinue the marches. but wamed
Milosevic might use his forces
to instigate violence that could
prompt a crackdown just when
worid attention was focused on
the Christmas holidays.

“Tomorrow. Milosevic will
have a chance to show if he
means well for his country and
rro([;ir " said Zoran Djindjic a
cader of the o ition coall-
tion Zajedno. or together. To
provoke clashes would be “sheer
madness.” he said.

A conflict between pro-and
anti- Milosevic protesters would
give Serbia's president an ex-
cuse (o ban all demonstrations

and 11se force against his oppo-
nents whose protests so far
have been peaceful.

Zajedno charged in a state-
ment that Milosevic would try
lo provoke clashes by disguis-
ing policemen as his civilian
supporters, who would inter-
vene against pro-democracy
demonstrators.

The state-run Tanjug news
agency, announcing the pro-

ilosevic rally in Belgrade.
gsaid all those who are “for
freedom. independent

ace
g:rbta and against terrorism
and [oreign rule’ should come
to a central square at 3 pm
(1400 GMT) Tuesday

Opposition protests take
place at the same time and
place.
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during a demonstration in Gaza City by some 200 women demanding to Israel the release of
Palestinian prisoners according to the peace deal between Israelis and Palestinians.

‘1 think its acceptable to
support expanding the rs
of a pnp;u]a?fy elected
president.” said Hsu

Tien Hung -mao, a scholar

and co-architect of the
proposal, defended it as
delivering the most benefit

without tlmﬁﬁng with the
constitution's structure.
Taiwan needs a stronger

pre to confront China s
threats. told _
Lee's ruling Nationalists are

divided over propos
or pare down the provincial
government. a relic of Taiwan's
status as a province of China.
The Nationalists, who
retreated to Talwan in 1949
after losing the mainland to the
Communists., kept Taiwan's

als abolish

—AFP/UNB photo

provincial overnment to
signify their to a mainland
they hoped one day 1o
reconguer.

To Taiwanese who
have never Chinese rule,
the provincial t is

an anachronism that llrfew
overlaps with the centra
overnment. Critics want to
iminish it and freeze its
elections set for next "

But Gov, James the
powerful Nationalist who

the provincial government,
signa his N:ﬂ#n‘urt with
the idea by away from

the conference.

Those who believe in the
eventual reunification of China
and Talwan regard any
tampering with the provincial

government as a symbolic step
away from their goal.

Many Taiwanese would like
the conference to sort out
Taiwan's tangled relationship
with China, which has kept It
in constitutional limbo for 47
years — formally a part of
China, but in practice a fully
functioni state

But C claims Taiwan as
a breakaway province. It
recently used thrutmmf War
games to reinforce its claim,
and this hard stance has lefl
little leeway for debate.

Instead. 1t has united the
three parties. In rejecting
China's blueprint for
reunification. which would
bring Talwan under Chinese
sovereignty

.,j

government troops have killed
some 500 rebels and captured B0
others in heavy fighting in the
mountainous western Kasese
district near the Zairean bor-

der, military sources said, re-
ports AFP.

Lieutenant-colonel Geoflrey
Muhesi told Monday's new vi-
sion newspaper that the army
had also encircled remaining
rebel forces, whom he put at
more than 700 men. He said he
believed the war would soon be
over

About 5.000 troops, sup-

ed by heavy artillery. have

en shelling rebel hideouts in
the Ruwenzori mountains
straddling Ugandan-Zairean
border since December 16, ac
cording to the state-owned new

'Uganda troops kill
500 rebels

KAMPALA. Dec 24" Ugandati -

vision. v
An army lieutenant was also

killed and 11 other government
soldiers were wounded, accord-

ing to reports.

The paper said the rebels
have set up in the moun-
tains, about kilometres

(375 miles) west of the Ugandan
capital. after withdrawing from
rear bases in Zaire, which were
overran by Zairean mainly
Tutsi rebels.

The Kinshasa government
accuses Uganda of supporting
the Zairean rebels, known as

the Banyamu :

They are fi to oust
president Mobutu Seko,
who returned to the country last

week after a four-month stay in
Europe for cancer surgery and
convalence.

JERUSALEM: Israeli President Ezer Weizman nrolc?;ed
Monday to gays and lesbians for his statements about

homosexualit

chief aide said, reports AP,

Last week, the outspoken president told high
"disgusted” him and was "completely

that homosexuality

that prompted calls for his resignation, his

school students

deviant.” He added that "like alcoholism, 1 don't think we need

to encourage it or say it is something

The remarks drew harsh criticism. Liberal
members called for Weizman's res
hundred people held a candleligh

wonderful "

liament
ation, and several
t demonstration outside the

t's home Saturday night in protest.
On Monday. Weizman met with about 10 representatives

from gay and lesbian groups.
"He asked to apol

ogise for any public statement that might

have offended anyone.” said Arieh Shumer, Weizman's

Liberal
90-minute

Meretz Party leader Yossi Sarid. who mediated the
told Israel TV that Weizman's comments

amounted to "Incitement” against homosexuals. "He has caused
a call for discrimination.” he said.

Tal Yaros Hakak, a gay rights activists,

said while

Weizman's retr-cun:}nnlguadﬂm. "his biased comments
ettt e tety.*
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at a high schodl where man

girls have refused to wear the traditional Muslim head ;

reports AP

No one claimed responsibility

for Saturday's bom in

front of the school in Douaouda. about 30 kilometres (18
west of the capital. It exploded at midday, just as classes were

ringing
many high schools,
wear the veil as Islamic militants insist.
The tracts were attributed to the Armed Islamic Group, the

most violent of various factions trying

girls have been refusing to

to overthrow the North

African nation's government and install strict lslamic rule.

They are
"Abou

wealt

mdndmum

the violence. well-heeled
bend to the militants and cancel the

by a new emir, or spiritual leader, known as
Slimane Maherzi.
at the fancy

holiday dinner parties
s at this time of year.

y Algerian
dinars (about 380 dirs), cost
e
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