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EBIIERY | Peruvian rebels free 225
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21 die as bus overtums in Sudan:
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Ta]iban repulse attack by
opposition in Tagab

KABUL, Dec 23: The Taliban
militia has repulsed an attack
by opposition forces in the
strategic Tagab Valley north-
east of Kabul, Tallhan—r::un*
trolled Radio Shariat reported
today, reports AFP.

Tﬁ: report said rival forces
launched an attack on the [s-
lamic militia at 9:00 PM (1630
GMT) Saturday, but no ground
was losl and 20 o ition sol-
diers were taken prisoner,

The Tagab V runs north
from the town of Sarobi, 70
kilometres (44 miles) east of
Kabul, with the southern part
controlled by the Islamic mili-
tia and the north by fl.’l'{:l.".l onll
to the ousted
itary comman

1

The valley is currently the
only open road link between
Taliban and opposition-con-
trolled areas, with other high-
way closed by ﬁﬁting or
blocked by snow and ice.

Fighting in the district is
said to have been mainly mine
skirmishes so far, but an AFP
correspondent travelling

through the valley Saturday re-
po increased military pres-
ence of both rival factions.

The Taliban - who control
Tagab village, the district cen-
tre - have brought up a number
of tanks and rocket launchers.

Masood's forces were seen
digging in on hilltops and as-
suming positions in mud build-
ings vl.lr to two kilometers from

International

140 still kept behind to meet rebels demand

LIMA. Dec 23. In a "Christ-

mas ure,” leftist rebels freed
225 Iﬁ. from the Japanese
ambassador's residence, keep-

ing another 140 behind to

sure President Alberto Fuji-
mori o meet theitr demands and
shield them from reprisal, re-

ports AP
Aﬂ:r the la.l-t bus left the res-
. Red Cross
direrlur Hh: nnm' con-
firmed the figures for those who

were liberated and those left
behind .

The freed host ended
their captivity by onto
buses that took them t
cheering crowds to the
police hospital, where they were

eeted by Fujimori Most went

ome immediately

I m delighted Really happy.
This Is indescribable. ™ saijd
Rosa Romero. united with her
husband Antonio. a Peruvian

overnment official. "The five
ays of his captivity were the

!'amrﬂu-emm
and unexpected. All day. rebels
made no comment on Fuji-
mori's hudlm:m: I:rn-d-

e
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more hostage

cast the night before in a na-
tionwide speech, that he would
not free imprisoned rebels
That was the Tupac Amaru
rebels’ main condition for re-

hﬂr:ﬁhﬂltl'll.
Still, it was not a complete

:F;:c .lhﬂtr number of

was unwieldy there
wasn't enough food. water.

bathrooms or space in the two-

;;t-:trmhuul:. And rebel leader

in any case t

e T o
tives for his .

Before the were al-

lowed to leave, Fuentes,

a freed hostage and a former la-
b::nrnﬂnlltu: read a statement

from that said the release
of the 225 hﬂlluﬂ was “a
{‘hnltmu

in the state-

t a dialogue to find common
points to reach a peace "with
social justice.” but he said the
Ilbtrlllun ur[ tht rﬂ'nalnln

the luvemmtnl frees mﬂzt
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An umdennfiad hunt.ngn looks out a wmduw of a bus transporting the freed hﬂslugu to a

vice ﬂ“ﬂl"ﬂ" ]U!lﬂ' fﬂﬂ bleshooter, Education Minister

igh officials of
armed Icn-c::l and police. as
well as Japanese businessmen
and executives, will remain
captive the statement said.

"By the same token, we'll
still keep with us some diplo-
mats from Asia and Latin
America whose (status) we're
evaluating * Cerpa stated

A Red Cross official declined
to say how many foreign am-
bassadors remained host or
the nationalities of other .
taries and businessmen still
held. Diplomats and business-
men from about 28 countries

had been part of the hostage

"ﬂgl course we're very glad at
the release but we're concerned
that the burden on those re-
maining in custody will be-
come lougher.” Prime Minster

Ryutaro Hashimoto told
Japanese reporters in T

At about 9 pm (0200 GMT).
buses pulled up to the J

apanese
ambassador's residence in the
exclusive San Isidro neighbor-

Fujimori's designated trou-

i
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o
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hospital Sunday in Lima, Peru. A leftist rebel group took over 400 people hostage after
storming the Japanese ambassador's residence December 17. The group on Sunday released

225 hostages.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Cong (I) won’t withdraw support for

o

United Front coalition govt

NEW DELHI, Dec 23: India's
Congress (1} Party will not
withdraw crucial support for
the United Front tion gov-
ernment due to a ¢ in its
leadership. The Times of India
newspaper said today, reports
AFP

Congress President Sitaram
Kesri told the Daily the forced
resignation of former premier P
V Narasimha Rao as parlia-
mentary leader, would not en-

danger the government.

"We do not want to withdraw
rt to the United Front.” he
sai

*Th:munuylnnnt[repnrud

for elections at lhj.l moment.”
The has 140 MPs in
the lower house of ament
and provides crucial to
the tre-Left United Front in
the 545-seat :
Rao. who faces tunupﬂnn
charges, was forced to
leader of the Co nrlia—
mentary Party (CPP) on Thurs-

day after being cornered into
res as Co ni

_ preside
in tember. He decided to
back government in June.

Congress sources have said
Rao's su ers were to
scare MPs that if Kesri was
elected chief of the CPP, he
would withdraw support to the
government.

Kesri said a unanimous
candidate would be declare CPP
chief on Jan 3. The Post al-
lows the t to become
prime minister if the Congress
wins a straight majority in gen-
eral elections

"We will mana.g: to evolve a
consensus,” he said.

"Consensus, not election is
H:;tll lm“«:f““«:r='1=- ) K o

st an spokesman
Suresh Kalmadi.

Sharad Pawar, a former de-
fence minister and an t
for the CPP post. on y re-
jected Kesri's demands for

a leader by consensus,
saying

has already been declared.”

Ecmdcs Pawar, f[ormer
Congress ministers Rajesh Pi-
lot, Manmohan Singh and Ja-

annath Mishra are in the race
or the coveted job.

Meanwhile Loyalists of for-
mer Indian prime minister P V
Narasimha Rao launched a
drive on Sunday to garner sup-
port for their leader ahead of an

election for the top post in the
Co (I) Party.
ey flagged off the cam-
two days after party Pres-

ident Sitaram Kesri deferred
until January 3 the election to
choose a successor for Rao, who
was forced to quit as leader of
the Congress Parliamentary
Party (CPP) after being charged
with corrupt tices.

CPP spokesman Suresh
Kalmadi, a Rao aide, said his
supporters would settle for
nothing less than an election
and opgoue demands for a "con-

sensus candidate to fill the po-
sition.

King Hussein of Jordan (L) and Palestinian President Yasser Arnt evw the guard of

honour upon Arafat's Arrival in Amman Saturday for talks on means to sidestep obstacles

— AFP/UNB photo

Domingo Palermo. arrived
about same time as did po-
lice commando teams.

As they departed the house.
many hostages looked somber.
wearing the same dark suits
they had on when they attended
a gala reception at the ambas-
sador's residence last Tuesday
night. when the Tupac Amaru

s struck

When they were safely on the

buses. staring out at cheering

and waving bystanders. many
mkdunjﬂvedh-ck

! Papa!” cried a child's

ps of family
vigil out-

‘Il'ﬂh‘.'.'t
and [riends
side the residence.
A young woman craned for-
"Il'd on a TV crew's ladder. as
s boarded the fourth
hu: h'!' saw her brother and
shouted his name with
"Mario Miguel! Mario Mig
Her brother smiled and gave a
thun'lhu-up
It was thz first rm since

the rebels pleciged

Frﬂlymp'ltlu[mr
upth'u in the next hours and
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Nine-year-old Jayne Blair carries a wooden sign showing a
white dove and the world "Peace” as she takes part in a
mass gathering Live Peace at Belfast City Hall on
Sunday The mass rally was organised after the recent
shooting incident of a Catholic police officer and Monday’s
bomb attack on leading Republican Eddie Copeland.

— AFP/UNB photn
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Communists gain
| strength to topple

Deuba’s govt

KATHMANDU, Dec 23: A

communist-led ca to
topple Nepals 15-month old
centre right coalition gained
l;frtrnllh today with a small
leftist group's promise lo sup-
rnﬂ a no rcupxltﬂ;rr motion hr
ng debated by parliament. re
ports Heuter

The Nepal Workers and
Peasants Party said its
three deputies In the house of
representatives would volte
against Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba's three party
coalition government when the
vole is Laken, either today or on

Tuesda
NW]IP‘llruppnﬂlurthtm-

confidence motion, which was
put forth on Saturday

: ta)posllmn communist lt?mmd
arxist-Leninist (UML) party,

increases the chance of the gov
a close vote,

y coali-
seats in the

ernment losin

politicians :
Deuba's three-

ton commands |

205-member House, whose ac- |

tual strength is 200.
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S§120.000 se1zed from

(' M's house
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NEW DELHI. Dec 23: Indian
detectives seized cash and
els worth 120,000 dollars from
top leader of the Congress-I
Party implicated in a vote-
buying scandal with disgraced
former premier P V Narasimha
Rao, newspapers said today, re
ports AFP,

Reports said Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) officials
discovered the unaccounted
money and jewellery during
raids on the homes of Bhajan
Lal, former chief minister of
the northern state of Haryana,
on Sunday.

Lal. whn was reportedly
close to former prime ministers
Indira Gandhi, her son Rajiv
and Rao, has been implica
a 30-million-rupee (857,100
dollars) vote-buying case.

Four MPs from the eastern
state of Bihar claim they had be
said the money by Rao's col-
leagues to vote for sS
Suvtmmcnt during a crucial

uly 1993 vote of no-confidence
in parliament.

606 killed in

| | SA road mishaps

since Dec 3

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 23: At
least 606 people, 77 of them un-
der the age of 16. have been
killed road accidents in
South ca since the n-

ning of the festive summer

iday season starting from
December 3, ua.
The National Traffic

Information Centre (NTIC) an-
nounced h:t:lc n& Sunday th::lf
approxima r cent
t]!:: children zllled il:le accidents
were ans due to the lack
of education on road safety.
Among them., babies and
small children were the main
victims, said Christa Walt, a

; NTIC officer.

Chun, Roh won't appeal
against their convictions

SEOUL, Dec 23 Former Pres-
idents Chun Doo-hwan and Roh
Tlr woo, sentenced to life and

r-r:in m lorl-udingl
o appeal their ::mﬂruwu. n:

pm‘tnﬂ.F

Both leaders earlier had ln
dicated thr their lawyer

that they dm tzrlulm

day. the legal
ing their cases to the Supreme
Court.

“I have decided not to appeal
because further arguments on

what was t or wrong about
the do no in the
of various fac-

ing the country.” Chun said in a
statement released through his

lnuzerl

hun ur he country to
put the past and concen-
trate on coping with security
threats from North Korea and

reinvigorating an economy that
has slowed down .
Hours later. Roh - Chun's

military buddy and presidential

successor - said th his

la s that he also was
. g 4

his to appeal
ﬁ‘::!m s lglﬂl:ﬂ“mn'l He cited
similar reasons.

hthenne-t said that
the decision to up the

pﬂhdidnntnﬁ‘:n"u:tulg:
presidents accepted the validity
of the Dec 16 appellate court

ruling that convicted them.
Chun and Roh argue that their
government seizure 17 years
ago was timate.

Despite -term sentences,
the two are to spend
the rest of their lives in jail.
News ted that
President Kim may release

them in a presiden amnesty.
Hnn:lh:leu prosecutors

ul'Chun thmmcl
generals involved in the coup
and a military crackdown the
following .'fur that left hun-

dr!dl ro-democrac
dl:ufln the lir:lll.ltl'm'.-r:"iIr
ﬂt}r u[ Kwangju.

Off the Record

NEW YORK: The envelope
Santa.” The letter inside

"May you get me a hair
ered. | need it to get
anyt for this.. Love always, Miracle

-year-old, hnmmthnunrmlmﬂoniyumfmm
wrm:thefalnt crooked words by
Now Miracle Retrina Wumack awaits a miracle, and
Guillermina "Gigi" Colon is ready to help.

really about.” Colon says, clutc
child's note as she dashes through
General Post Office in Manhattan, smiling at coworkers who

ik

foot.

“This is what life is

greet her with "Hi Santa!”
The jolly, Dominican-born

ation Santa Claus,” which

at the ci

Madison Square Garden.

In the United States, as in some other countries, children
tradjﬁunally write letters to Santa

for
ﬁrmdl ()(%RMSMH letters from around the world
to be sorted, compu
wants to become an instant

had arrived by Frida
available to anyone

angel. Some come from as far a

"Most offices in the

Santa Claus answers
Chnristmas wishes!

is addressed sim
ds,

around. Emywhdgm:&anu?l

‘s huge main post office, next to Penn Station and

Colon, head u!'cuntm'ncr relations at the General Post

¥ to "Dear
tely.

reports
need the willchair to be -
do

pushing a pencil with her

the
the

the cavernous halls

is the energy behind "Oper-
Christmas dreams come true

Claus during the Christmas
placed under the tree on Christmas.

terised and made

as South Africa Japan.
d know about us.” says Ms.

Tigers ambush mi]itary
patrol, 18 killed

COLOMBO, Dec 23: Tamil
Tiger rebels ambushed a mili-
patrol in eastern Sri Lanka
killing nine soldiers, while
nine guerrillas were killed in
separate clashes, th: milltary
said Monda

The nnldlyeru m patrnlung
a jungle road between
gaswewa and thllﬂrﬂ“ﬂ
villages in the Trincomalee dis-
trict when they were attacked
on Sunday afternoon. said Lt
Weerakkody Arachchi, a mili-
tary spokesman, in a state-
ment.

The soldiers fired back at the
guerillas but details of rebel ca-
sualties were not immediately
known. One soldier was also
wounded in the clash that oc-
curred 240 kilometres (150
miles) northeast of the capital.

Colombo.

In a ucparatc incident near
Palathopur vill 1n the nmr:
district on Sunda
las killed them b‘j" con-

cyanide aﬂ:r soldiers
trap them in a jungie area,
sai Capt. Panduka
Senanayake, another military
spokesman. h:ln:.t gueﬂ'l::::
they consume to avoid being
captured alive.

In the northern Kilinochchi
district, three guerillas were
killed Sunday by a mili pl
trol, said Senanayake.
were no casualties on the gov
ernment side.

On Saturday night, four
rebels were ambushed and
killed by soldiers

sumi

Serbian opposition forms association tocoordinate political actions

statement. There was no com-

Masood. facing Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.
- i
Bodo rebels kill
5 in Assam
GUWAHATI, Dec 23: A mas- BELGRADE. Dec 23: Oppo television.
sive manhunt has been sition leaders behind hug “Milosevic is provokin

launched to track down the sus-
ected Bodoland Liberation
wg;r Force (BLTF) militants
killed five persons. includ-

inﬁ a woman, and injured two
thers near Barama in Assam's
Nalbari district last night, re-

PT1.
. Police said here today that a
dr et had been laid and
com operations were on to
nab the extremists who killed
the Bodo Women's Justice Fo-
rum General Secretary, Golapi
B;:;m?ltari and I:tur nthert;
w t were returning
their ruﬂan%'e at Pa
in a car from Barpata.

:he ultras way laid them
an

lndilcrlminltﬂy fired

upon the car killing five on spot

demonstrations against Slobo-
dan Milosevic announced Sun-
day that they would coordinate
forces in cities they control in
their struggle against Serbia's
president, reports AP.

Shortly after the Union of
Free Cities and Municipalities
of Serbila was formed, about
100,000 protesters began

:rl: the 33rd ltrlil,h! dne o

demonstrations Iln-
sevic and his deci to annual
elections won by the tion
in dozens of towns cities.

A heavy rain did not a
to dnmp?n the spirit nJ the

rotesters, who Tur:d and
gooed as they marched by in-
tensely pro-Milosevic state

civil war,” read a banner, ud~
ing to counter-demonstrations

orchestrated by his camp,
includlnF one planned in
BeIFrade or Tuesday.

n Smederevo,

the capital, functionaries
Milosevic's Socialist

muthult of
of

ment from authorities.

Tens of thousands of stu-
dents marched late Sunday in a
separate protest after the first
demonstration dispersed.

The o sition organisation
formed Bﬂﬂl lans to coordi-
nate the workings of the 30
towns and villages already gov-

erned by the ;
Allo inwvi to its creation
Irum 14

"“‘“ '“"mmf' of office

by tht annulments and other
irregularities.
the birth of new

mMIMH. ﬂmml:adcr
an Djindjic t the
anti-Milosevic ¢ was set-
ting up a new po organi-

sation that would challenge the
central authorities,

"We want (to be) the regular
authorities. not a parallel.” he
said.

He offered no details on the
workings of the new associa-
tion. But presumably it would
coordinate actions in an effort
to have a greater political im-

Djindjic also announced
that the ition planned to
launch its own radio and televi-
sion networks to challenge
state-run outlets loyal to
Milosevic. He said the outlets
would broadcast illegally if
they had to.

At the ade rally later,
indjic said weak turnout
a pro-Milosevic rallies

demonstrated the lack of sup-

port for the Serbian leader.

"He is going down, and the
only question is how the change
of power will be carried out in
Serbia.” said Djindjic. "We want
it to be mmfm

Boosting the opposition
cause, Danielle Mitterrand,
widow of Francois Mitterrand,
the late French prime minister,
accused Milosevic's Socialists
of wide-spread cheating.

"We know all forms of falsi-

ng election results done by
the ruling party.” said
Mitterrand, in Belgrade to meet
with opposition leaders as
chairwoman of France Liberte,
a non-governmental human
rights monitor. "We know th-c
lists with results were

She did not elaborate.

The opposition Saturday
was bu by comments from
officials with an intermational
fact-finding mission, who said
there were with the
Nov. 17 local elections that his
u;:ﬂ:memu claim Milosevic
stole.

Former Spanish Prime
Minister Felipe Gonzalez. who
led the mission of the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Eu . told re-

ers the tion went into

igrade with an impression

there had been electoral prob-
lems.

Gonzalez refused to elabo-

rate, but his comments ap-

to be a blow to Milosevic,

who claimed there was nothing

. A final finding is ex
SO0

Yeltsin returns
to Kremlin

MOSCOW. Dec 23: President
Boris Yeltsin returned to his of-
fice at the Kremlin on Monday
after being sidelined for almost
six months with heart prob-
lems. reports AP

Yeltsin's motorcade entered
the Kremlin shortly after 9:30
am (0630 GMT) Monday mom-
ing. The t's return effec-
tively marks the start of his

| second term — his heart trouble

i struck at the end of June. only
| days before his July 3 re-elec-

Since then, he has made
only rare public appearances
He underwent quintuple heart
bypass surgery on November 5.
and doctors say he is making a

fall recovery



