DHAKA TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1996

The Nudge in the Ribs: University sans Halls ?

mp“&hmﬂtg Eru :ch;u 1356;“5 stu- :Ilrl? into mn;‘:l;;npunn*n ences | student 1 study
ent t niv- is.’ . P.56). : ; . . . X . . erent parts city. We  “compulsory curricula” indi-
ersity of Dhaka, One of the convocation To think of education in terms of Degrees and money is devoid of any social obligation and  might contider the CU medel 1  cated earlier which has no di.
w""““’“:‘.!t;:; W g ool oSt gy s unrelated to any higher duty. Thus the purpose of education is related to the structure of o iy ol Bl o Nl vy sl g Wl -y oo
has been slowly but  sity for the first time among the education and a philosophy guiding it. In this vein, the halls of residence for students must is a population concentra-  ing specialisation to real life

steadily sinking as an insti- modern Universities in India . . . . . . tion ich by itself is beset needs and problems. Unless a
tution soon after the indepen- realised “students must live be ]lld.‘&d in terms of contribution made to makmg a person useful to family, cuuntry, and with problems that go with high  student learns about the ‘com-
dence of 47. but It took some near their teachers. for this  hymanity, writes Muhammad Anisuzzaman. Qooeny. NoL o speskoof the,  Pulony cutriculs, snd intes
years symptoms reason you ar members of the ic, even ses ues developed in
decay became ble. The University. In the next place. students and tenr::"l;eru don't terms of care of and concern for
clearest manifestation of the students must have access to of Dhaka University decades Another lamentable but re-  thority consisting of the be called the battle of halls... consider the area safe for pas- his environment, he is a mere
ﬁ” was the decline of the their teachers; for this reason _?gl ( if Prof Siddiqui is correct). lated phenomenon is the stand Pprovost. and the tutors? They ... A particular p of stu- sage after dusk. technically oriented person.
@f Residence.” (The Daily Dacca has established the tuto- ll'lg]lt lt;ﬁﬁtﬁ::l in unde- of teachers on such occasions geem to be merely onlookers dents control of a particu- E ment since in-  without understanding how his

Star. hereinafter m'sm"." rial system. In the third place,  sira steadily  and ostensibly to stay clear by  _at times crying out in despair. lar hall — the means m dependence has liberally sanc- technicality relates to the
ui, tioned

ber 24. 1996, P.4) must be both imparted ;}nkmg and taking symptoms expressing ‘concerns’ over This malady is not limited to  are not clear to me — for bullding new larger social environmerit and

however, finds potentials to be and anced; for this reason y: outsiders’ in different halls. pDhaka University. It has in- decides the fate of new entrants. halls for students to meet the the over-arching human and
through "hard think- you founded a s tradition If a guardian analyses the It's a fact that there are fected all other Universities, The new entrants must some- growing need. But instead of de- moral values supporting the
ing and tough action.” Hedidnt of research and ol original urposes of the University of outsiders’ but these outsiders, and even coll throughout how get their passport from the  creasing the intensity of the technicality.

what he meant by hard work. Finally, the University acca —now in 1996, some 75 like the students and their the country 18.7.96). Just dominating up. And if they blem, it has increased it by Thus considering a mun-
and tough action. This must be a focus of intellectual  years later — he/she might dis-  teachers, are either BCL or JCD add a few recent ones to this do not alrea }yl come with right go and bounds. One dozen or dane hall situation raises
article. . will venture to  activity; for this reason you de- cover that the purposes have be- outsiders. The police is aware of gcenario. "Outsiders” have credentials, they must at least so halls have not enabled the moral and ethical issues— the
spell out some nuts and bolts of voted assiduous care and atten- come counterproductive. On it, at times arrests a few such gunned down two BAU students  pledge their active support to  students to reside in halls. An- purpose and uses of education —

hall education. tion to the creation and main-  the face of it, w outsiders and lets them go con-  on campus. The BCL held JCD  the ﬁuup In all future occasions  other dozen will not help either  values imbibed and applied
It strikes me as a seminal tenance of a magnificent li-  are still : and veniently. Thus the role of the responsible for the incident (DS  — like joining a procession and  — rather it will aggravate this students living in halls. Read-
note which should demand IZI'I%:‘" (Quoted in P76). students reside on campus  teachers and that of the police  10.]1.96). Police rescued a DU  casting their votes for party  situation. Decentralising DU  ers are referred to the original
consideration by not only the s address identifies for us  Within walking distance —  Jeave much to be desired. student-cum-businessman cnndld%ten. If the new entrant {s  into small campuses in three or  intents of the founding fathers
University authorities, but also  the main purposes of Dacca meeling more ““‘:"-';’“"'3" There is yet another dimen- from the Surya Sen Hall (DS politically uninvolved yet, a four major areas might be an  of the university —"social and
the Government. political par- University — at least in terms of day within the class and out-  gion besides armed fighting and 16.11.96). Police arrested four quick rite of initiation follows alternat{ve. There might be intellectual life ... general guid-
ties, teachers, students, the the objectives: (a) resi- side, greeting and r.xch?‘nginll; forceful ‘:"““Pﬂ“““ of halls. jCD activists including the Ja- and as often as not, one who  other alternatives— eg. arrang-  ance, tutorial care, students and
guardians, parents, relatives dential university enabling thoughts. Access to teac m] * This may be termed economic gannath Hall organising secre- came as a student soon matures  ing compulsory night classes, teachers ... one community
and 'Bhilmthmpi:t: footing students to live near their available through t“‘““gdj' — - into a cadre, or at least a camp  workshops, and community working to one purpose and
the of their wards in the teachers. (b) teaching by tuto-  so that the students have addi- S— follower. ... service — for the students thus  hel each other to a common
.... A hall of residence in our them at t un- end..."” are conspicuous by their

university has become a citadel  der strict discipline. The stu- absence. The University Chan-
of a few student leaders. They dents will receive marks for cellor inducted a graduate on
enjoy a special status — best such class attendance, work- this occasion of the Convoca-
room, free food, a salute of the shop performance and commu- tion [now fallen into disuse)
staff — and all these under the nity service — to be included in  with these words: " .| confer
very nose of the hall adminis: their final Degree certificates. u you the Degree of ... and |

tration. If the Provost and the Compulsory Curricula : charge you that by your conduct

fate. now these halls have be-  effectively: (c) residential uni- situation of lecturing and note
come dens of terrorists taking versity and tutorial teaching taking. If not all, most teachers
away lives of students in occa- qust to research and orig- do research and publish their
sional gunfighting. We must jna] work, for eventually a uni- Ph D/M Phil theses and other

‘Halls of Residence.’ Time was, system so th udents' ac- tional opportunities of inter- e e

when these halls gave life to the E:.l. to {ﬂﬂ.:n ﬂu it ;ﬁ. acting intellectually with their = == U

University. What an irony of pje for both of them to interact teachers besides the classroom: = o *ooe
LN

therefore think alternative versity is a focus of intellectual  works later. Original works ev-

of running the University. tivity. erywhere must be rare. So the House Tutors belong t same d -
munc. would argue that it is e AS PREPARATORY question : if these activities are hlcr:':.rchy r:,- w?n?ghﬂttl!;}: Vice Compulsory Primary Edu- ﬁif mﬁtﬂgfﬁi pg::_fe}zmgc
time to think of University gCHOOLS : The true nature of a  €ngaged in, how is it that Uni- Chancellor is the apex and if ¢ation, Pri Health Care.  hayve noted what conduct and
without halls. residential University is pro- Vversity students or a large there is a secret or not so secret COommunit edicine, P‘:I“:“l character some hall residents
In its . the Univer-  yided by the Caicutta Univer- number of them residing in bond between the hall adminis-  Forestry. Cultivation of live- ;¢ gernonstrating. What do we

tration and the student leaders,  Stock. poultry. fish, Cottage in- - (rih a0 giider e in hallema,
all —

Dacca) began with three Halls of menyt of the Nathan Committee The ‘tutorial’ system is there and if thing being so, the hall is  dustry. Cooperation in law and " o0 0" e e "ie 0
Residence — Dacca Hall. Jagan-  (who drew the Dacca University ~ and yet there has been no or lit- used as :gnamluary by erimi-  Order maintenance. traffic po- ... bezn branded as gunfight-
nath Hall, Salimullah Muslim  gchool) pro that the Uni- tle salutary effect on the stu- nals, some students and the lice. C atives, Tree planta-  .1g 11l exactors, businessmen
Hall. In accordance with the ergity of Dacca should be a  dents in terms of values to be rest outsiders, then what we get !lONn and maintenance, road .4 ontractors — labels
recommendation of the Cal- | nitary teaching and residen- cultivated. is a hall of residence in the pre-  Maintenance, canal digging. . ,ardians would shudder to as-
cutta University Commission. (a1 University on the model of What the Halls Have sent shape... teachers and stu-  Sanitation and similar such ac- g, .te their wards with. Some
"the Dacca University students . .,.h UK Universities as Bean:: dents have their separate fields ‘tivities must form part of the ¢ 'h o even misbehave with
were resident in or attached to  panchester. Leeds. Liverpool. : and the halls are reserved for COompulsory curricula of uni-  (hair teachers. So what can we
one of the Halls.... The students |, the Commission's recom- Halls have now become forts the students... (DS 15.11. 96). ty students — no matter .y et of such students when
other than post-graduate stu-  gendation. the 'Hall became to be occupied by one political This long quote is inten-  Whatever is their speclalisation (hey come out of the Univer-
dents were allowed to live with 1. residential unit of the uni- arty supporters or the other. tionally provided to get a first D terms of Degrees. Education v
their relations ur_pﬁdnﬂy ap-  yersity, and it was designed to ese “forts” are to be occupied hand impression from the [N these fields is necessary to Hall, Mind, Activity
mnd ." M.A Rahim, play an important part in its by arms. held by arms, and run horses mouth. Now compare make a full man. In weightage.

of the University of go0al and intellectual life. The by armed students— without what the fathers of the univer- ©one-third of the curricula It seems the hall residents

wan should go to theoretical studies, have not received any moral
[‘:{1 " l;“ﬁtgg":nh,’:ln‘;oﬁlﬁﬁ one third to research, and one- education whatsoever during
part in its social and intellec- third to community service their stay on campus. It is not
tual life. The university teach- following the Indonesian Tri- the failure of students only. It is

Dacca. 1981, P 32). niversity teachers should be any reference to Hall authori-

A NEW MODEL FOR A UNI- :ttlchndt{n cach Hall and each  ties. These halls can now be

VERSITY : Unlike Calcutta t(eacher would be responsible compared to 'Chars’ which
with which the peo- (o the general guidance of a arise .... to be in the big rivers. -

ple of were uainted Chars are occupied whoso- | Dharma’ a three-principle ap- also our failure as parents,
and other Hen i Todia: b ,;"::Edm,pm“'f] mffrbj&mf;r ever get there ey Bt AONS : et Lo e g]:u roach 1o education, ' viz ) teachers, and examplers. Par.
the University of Dacca was de-  The Commission attached great  entrants are either o by 3 eral s ce of students: tor En (i) Research and (3) ents send their wards and pay

on a new model with the  ;hgortance to such tut%:ia! arms or subdued into submis- th:ug:lutnnal care in special Social Service. Education is for their stay in halls. and con-
distinctive characteristics of a g?:lii:l;nc: as the halls were in- sion. A number of le get- sublects _and the halls in. meant ftl: making a complete ’?"L(la‘::rh;:lsatl:::tt]ﬂ; _}Eb”}]: 5:1;;-
teaching-cum-residential uni-  fended to serve residential and  killed in the fray. and many | - | ¢ to serve residential and Man — he must knowl- -
:’flﬁ!- with the provision of  (ytorial functions. Each hall others injured or maimed. .UUGEITIGH is vital for progress. An effective tutorial functions....the Provost cd&e L" tlchﬂl;ll&iﬂ ne m"';dm' ﬁﬂ}hﬂddm‘;‘kpﬁ,ﬂcgj”ga?ﬂ:

torial system. three years  would accommodate 400 stu- Those who survive the attacks and the House tutors should be  S€arc s knowl ﬁ: -

Houiiours course. The then chan-  gent der the charge of a or counter attacks — survive : o aig disci th and he must apply his - have complicated the situation
cellor of the U]]jmwl Lord of F'lc'l'l'.l'-lb‘;ﬂttlnﬂ hall would sub- Dl'lb" to be part}' cadres This EdUCﬂTm Sﬂtem ﬁeedﬁ Ei'm Sﬂiﬂ'nﬂflc Om lLife E:-fdhr m the edge and research to commu- further hF E"CDUTEEII‘IE hall

students as regards their studies nity service. For an educated Students to be mem-

Lytton observed. “in my opin- to f situation is so frequently re- :
s o Tourpe. mote paper that f technological content. It should include and other matters.. .(quoted in  Person is a responsible person—  bers/activists of their front or-

lon this University is Dacca's ‘houses' each providing resi-  ported in the newspaper t

greatest possession and will do  dence for about 75 students and  is hardly necessary to substan- Rahim. op cit). Admittedly, one responsibie to his parents, his ganisations. The hall situation
: , _ ; : * nless is devoid of any moral teachi
mm th:;:j anythjngad thdaa ;}c InI under immediate control of the  tiate the point by fresh statis- character formation and promote social must conclude from such com- mh m‘"‘!’—ﬁ;‘!umhe : tyuclli' ¥ and tthicaln]éxam fox Tl?eg
Dacca the ]"ﬂ:'“f Hﬂ‘: Enunct t?;ﬁrﬂh(:h o - uﬂﬁmethelcu consider some patisod u:'h lt"ﬁlm mtmr:; lr?u:l he uses his cd:cat.inﬁu owing number of hall resi-
g ave tu rooms, COMmMOon ' — uences that the en :
gal or even of India itself.” ([  rooms, a library, lecture theatre recent happenings with the responsibility Eﬂn,equmcﬂ have overtaken augment his own status without p.'iﬁ:smind lhﬂ:‘mp::aﬂl::ﬁi -
Rahim, op cit, p. 56). The first or assembly hall and Provost's change in the national govern- the intent lock. stock. and bar- regard ;tn others. _— . ' R 7
VC P. Hartog spoke in ;Epru;li- office. The Provost and house ~ ment, a series l.'if sueh "Char- I rel. Obviously. the Provost and Sueh a responsible, orien smumppnﬂers amd 'gvunl{gf:ung
tion of the tutorial system futors should be nsible for Dakhal type of "Huall Dakhal™.

: the House Tutors have ceased lion to education €s sense . i
that much tnie of the digcipline in the lile and The political culture of the Uni- i v’ OF the ted two aré DU their guidance amd tutorial When the family. n"ﬁk govern” fﬂm! * Jlucﬁbcfﬁizg.a:ggdcnf

stressing
teachers “ to tutorial  they would advise students versity of Dhaka has been for ©f financial dimension — or ) . ment. and even the interna-
ﬂmm des- their -tudi: ind other  the student fromt organisations toll collection dimension. The students and two are out- m ot ﬂi;mmd’dﬂ:m tional community feot the fill in?‘;;% lh'" authorities: have

tined specially to develop the  matters. Each hall would have of major political rivalry between two groups has  siders.” Thus we come across of education. For every student hings worse. The net re-

— Al
v . PR, It is that no hall is manage-
individual capacity of the stu- 5 gociety. arr ts for or BNP to show their strength mounted over toll collection another new phenomenon of at the University level, gov- 54
dents.” (Rahim. ibid). Thus. (a)  games, dzbutumlnf;mg-:y ac. or nugrorl by Wrupﬂ“n’ﬂ:E from a 10-crore-taka construc- _Student-cum-businessman. What Must be Done: ernment expenditure is not Aable morally. intellectually and
Residence

teaching-cum-residential cam- 3 Teac i Halls e — as if the ton work near the Science Li- The rescued student has print- Hopefully. we have a clear n ble. e student must administratively,
; ft:ll‘tutnrt-] system, and (c) E::rt? their Emlmthruu'glr? ruling party would not feel brary.” (DS 19.8.96) ing business In the Bakushah iq:h.:r.gc of Jhat our halls have :51 ack something— cash, This brings up the question
year Honours cOurse Were  (hege activities of the hall life = comfortable without the public Market at Nilkhet DS (ibid). ome. Now, the question : nd or service, Thus the pur- ©f the value of education and its
the three distinguishing marks l residential mi = demonstration of Hudcnltmm ] The other facet is splintering  The recent incidents at Ja- What must be done? Must we pose of education is linked to application in society. Educa-
of Dacca University. dents and her'y:t:nm; lt“t: port. When BNP was in pu'-'rfl ST EUINANSD Oh e Tl o ha "“!j"' University por-  continue with the halls or must  what one does with education. tion for what ? How ? Where ?
As already indicated, the mt“c|m working s 1990-95) its student front JCD  rebinee e, e BCL 18 tends similar prognosis. we do without halls? If we do  To think of education in terms 1hese are asked. Education
students were required to be ei- :'u‘::-m and E,,m mlinmﬁ occupied most halls. Now that 4, f.ffgnfiiﬂr::t?;;ﬁ ::r The entire gamut of the sce- away with halls, what conse- of Degrees and money is devoid ™Must produce an integrated
ther resident or attached to any {5 3 common end."( The Cal. BNP lost to AL. AL's student (faction has strong holds in four nario has been epitomised by uences must we face? All stu-  of any social obligation and un- Man uniting mind and activity

of the three Halls. The provost. cutta University Commission front BCL must recapture those halls — Jagannath. Salimul Slituy Jahman: Siddigul ents will become non-residen- related to any higher duty. Thus (John Dwey. Democracy and

with the assistance of the halls. And it did happen On former VC of JU in anot ar-  tjal — living in their own the purpose of education is re- Education, 1976). Mind must be
‘House Tutors.’ and Assistant mﬂ wmpj‘. all s st 20. 1996, the two con- ::: z.hulr:n I;:ﬂ;:?t:;wﬂ;l: ticle. “The halls of residence  p,,5es hostels. or other private  lated to the structure of educa- trained i.e. cultivated to inter-
House Tutors supervised the af- As for the Musitm students sides — BCL and JCD — its in Shahidullah, 2Ve become a potent cause of i rangements. Instead of tion and a phil :H.guldmg nalise moral lessons and Sctiv:
fairs of the Hall and looked af- (1. Commission recommended held a 6-hour long gunfight Hall (DS 198968 In the same trouble on the campus. Provost and House Tutors, th it. In this vein, the of resi- ity must be disciplined I“" 80-
lﬂm‘l ““'m d the for a H.uﬂim H.]l “It will offer forci Im l}n’m'g to cloae m .’ﬂn h..ﬂ‘. consolidated its Sooner or I.tﬂ the Ul"ll"l"!.'rli- '“I now be mded and tuto dence f{or ‘tudtnt. must hc C lu res nsible. I;:'Ll tivated
students. The Provost organ- (o the Musitm students a full down for 3 days (DS 32 8,96). I sition In Mohsin  Hall. o 28 they grow in size. find by parents. guardians, or other | in term of contribution  Mind_and responsible e
ised the tutorial teaching of the  corporate life or will enable the led 10 such comments by a for  Burya Sen Hall. Ziaur Rahman ¢ _Problem of accommodation  relatives. In any case, even with to making a person useful — their int ;:‘l“““ D5 the
BA or B.Sc Pass students in co-  gons of Mushm parents to se mer DUCSU leader AL  Hall Bangabandhu Hall and 28 one which defles an easy s0- ;3 dozen halls. not all students  to family, country, and human-  hall marks ucated persons.
with the Head of the  cyre education under those reli- When it was out of power had  Sir A F Rahman Hall (DS ibid) 'Ulion The race between the  of DU can reside in halls. We  ity. As we have o in the Judged mh“LIm lﬂm?a,ﬂnur
ments ( now called gi5us influence to which they Wwanted a terrorism free cam ' number of admissions and the  can look up to the Calcutta Uni-  foregoing plrnﬁ:phn. halls in  education been a failure.
Chairman). The artment  attach so much importance s. But now In . they 5o on and so forth Later re.  number of available seats Is un-  versity — the oldest and one of  their present shape are unable The writer is an ex-Professor
concerned organised the tuto. A Review of values : The rea ave let loose a of terror  ports indicated that the Farid  equal. Much of the tension on  (he best Universities in this to perform this role — intellec- of Chittagong University and
rial teaching of its Honours oo, for these elaborate descrip  on the DU campus forcibly oust- a: faction of BCL had captured the campus is centred round  Subcontinent — still does not  tually and socially. an ex-Member Directing Staff
students. The Hall provided (a-  yong of a residential univer- Ing the students and capturing Hall and ousted JCD ac-  these problems. By a curfous  have any halls for students. To A question may be asked : of Bangladesh Public Adminis-
ILoU

cilities for literary and socio- served effectively residential Halls® (reported in tivists from there Do all these combination of factors. it has deal with the growing number, id a Humanities, So- tration Train Centre, Savar,
cultural life and religious .:i rhtht::m. and students DS 25-8-96), indicate that there is a Hall au-  finally given rise to what may the CU has mgnl its activi- clal Sciences. Biological Seci- Dhaka. g
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