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Jail Reform Imperative

So. the worst fear has come true. Loss of human

lives for the cause of law and order. Reportedly,
nine people have been killed in law-enforcing
agency's Surd&eapenm to end the weeklong tale
of rebellion at Jessore jail. ldeally, it was a sit-
uation best averted but really, there seemed no way
out of the no-go that had been there.

The hardliners among the prisoners made their
militant mood of resistance manifest in no uncer-
tain manner. They made weapons, they had fire-
arms smuggled in and they created bunkers. On
top. they lynched a fellow prisoner on suspicion
that he was an informer to the police.

Though the rationale for use of force to quell the
rebellion if it crossed the critical threshold, was

touched upon editorially by The Daily Star, it does
not stop us from seeing the pathetic side of the con-
sequences of the blood and iron policy. While re-
gretting the loss of human lives in the operation,
we urge the authorities to conduct a probe
into it for a clear public view of the whole issue.
Every disaster leaves a lesson for the willing

learner. Now that a long-brewing problem has been
encountered, the government should immediately
set out to root out its cause. There is no denying
that jails in this country have become veritable
hells. The spirit is so vitiated and the practice is so
corrupt that the main purpose of sending a crimi-
nal behind the bars which is to reform him or her
to the life of a law abiding, morally reborn human
being is lost at the very outset.

The fact that our jails are inadequate both in

number and space is only the one side of the pic-
ture. The source of real worry lies in jail adminis-
tration. Corruption has gone so deep into the con-
fined world that the inmates who are at the com-
plete mercy of jail authorities, reportedly have to

grease the palms of the menials there for small but
basic necessities.

This is not administration weevilled to the core
but gross violation of human rights as well. No
wonder, as a Bengali daily researched out,
seventy deaths have so far been recorded in twenty-
five cases of jail rebellion in two decades. The posi-
tive part of this seamy history, however, is that it
has the potential to flow into a different course; a
course definitely human, civil and sensible, pro-
vided the government is keen on learning from the

past.
What puts the present government at a vantage

point vis-a-vis jail reform is that it faces the brunt
of a negative legacy of previous callousness on this
issue but cannot be blamed for it at all. So, it is
clearly in a position to take new, bold steps to-
wards comprehensive jail reformm based on sound
planning and prompt implementation of it in
record time.

Peace Process Netanyahu
Syndrome?

Beénjamin Netanyahu, the youngest Prime Min-
ister in Israel's history, has been a dynamo of a
talker for peace, but not a single of his torrential
pacific words has come to materialise during his
six months in power.

At this point in time, he has irked, if not antag-
onised President Clinton who is now openly criti-
cal of the style and some contents of his leader-
ship. Even his own security chiefs are apprehen-
sive of a September-type outbreak of violence that
had snuffed out 79 people. His vindictiveness far
exceeds any act of militancy on the other side. For
instance, the highway ambush. claimed to have
been the work ol a radical Palestinian faction, in
which a Jewish settler and her 12-year-old son
were slain, provoked Netanyahu into declaring a
massive Jewish settlement plan. And just imagine,
where the new 1000 housing units are going to be
' uilt! By a deliberate decision, close to the spot
'\ here the ambush had taken place.

That speaks volumes about this man's turning
the clock back on progress achieved in the Middle
l.ast peace process during his predecessor Shimon
Perez's time. Contrary to the media ostica-
tion earlier on that, it would not be possible for
him to put things on a reverse gear because these
had advanced to far for it, Netanyahu seems hell-
bent to be doing just that.

Under the accords, end of 1997 is the deadline
for four millm.l;y pullbacks including withdrawal
of 80 per cent of troops from Hebron but his driving
craze for new settlements demolish such prospects,
to say not of the final status of talks on the fu-
ture of Jerusalem, Palestinian refugees and bor-
ders between the two entities.

Netanyahu's size of electoral victory has not
been supportive of and the latest opinion polls
show his declining popularltiy him to a point where
he is trailing the opposition leader Ehud Barek.

There is some talk of the US withholding 2.7 bil-
lion dollars in loan guarantees for Israel. It is in

the hands of the State Department to drum sense
into the ears of Netanyahu.

| Herded Catﬂeheads?

Highways of international quality are emerging
as a treat to the eyes and a bodily comfort on jour-
neys across the le and breadth of the country.
We are grateful to those who have been helping us
materi and technologically to lay this world-
class network of roads as a part and parcel of the
over-all infrastructure in the country. Commensu-
rate with this development, we have seen a rapid
increase in the number of luxury or ordinary
coaches and buses on the ys.

However, a few exceptions on the eastern
Bangladesh routes, the transports operate without
any toilet fittings inside them, a rudimentary re-
quirement in long-distance travel. Even worse,
many terminals are scrawny little no with

transi ngers having to sneak into a pri-
vate tﬂ# or relieving themselves. Prnperly-?uﬂn
waiting room facilities are hardly to be seen any-

where

passenger inconveniences were not
enough, we are now being put through an excruciat-
ing ordeal on the ferries. Vehicles are placed in
s SR K e A
As er €s te
| to go to the toilets. |
the IWTA issue immediate instructions to the

ferry operators
’hardship.

b

to redress this intolerable public |

questionable rsuit.

We must make

money for a livi The
primary intention of a thief is
also to make for a
1] the source of

a thief, the means to
make a livi may not be
within the bounds or hen-

of big time money-making
during the last 25 years of our

existence as an independent
nation. It should be “Mnl’ le
to iden the dynamics

tirme ot -making that hnb:-‘e
emerged thus far since those
: ificant bearing on fu-
ture growth and development of
the economy How money-mak-
ers behave and act today as well
as in times to come will be
strongly influenced their be-

hawviour in the past new en-
trants to the time league
also learn quickly by the time

they manage to secure

access to money-making.
At the beginning in 1972,

immediate to im
port food grains, in particular
wt:h in a mlrk.ﬂd which was
in t due 1o emergl

short lulpltﬂblu made it poulx
for those who were in contact
with the global grain mer-
chants to secure huge commis-

sion earnings. There were few

ATIONS. like individuals,

do not like to recall gra-
titude. It is embarra-

ssing. It makes them feel
indebted. B adesh is no
different. It is reluctant 1o re-
member the help of Indian
armed forces to Mukti Bahini,
local freedom ters. Lo sepa-
rate the East Pakistan from
West Pakistan. But the general
impression is that desh
would have become -
dent. with or without India's
help. It was only the question of
time. General Usmani, heading
the Mukti Bahini, said in his
farewell message to the Indian
contingent, when it withdrew,
that B adesh was thankful
to it for hastening their inde-

pendence six months. That
still is thtttr.v\'unhrm

| was in Dhaka on December

16 to find out how far the Indian
forces were remembered for
their assistance. That day, 25
years ago, Lt. Gen. A A K‘ghlli.
commander of Pakistan forces
in the east had surrendered to
Maj. Gen. J F R Jacob, chief of
Indian eastern command and
the Mukti Bahini Silver jubilee
celebrations were galore and
the rallies continued till late
night, But all the credit was
given to the Mukti Bahini Even
in long. wi speeches India
did not figure. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina made a passing
reference to New elhi's
assistance once. Nearly 20 dis-
tinguished people from several
arts of the world. including

ndia, were the government's
guests. But among them was

neither Lt. Gen. J S Auroura nor
Jacob, the heroes of

war. | believe New Delhi was
very particular

that India

recently, I realised how vulner-
able are we to AIDS. Much had
been said about the prevention
of this disease. However, we are
yet to come up with a practical
r:amgmign that would create
AIDS awareness. A simple cut
by a contaminated blade d

a hair-cut can give us Mhsuw
most of us are not aware of it. |
do not think we have learned to
think of death approaching us
from such an unsuspecting di-
rection.

But this must change. AIDS
is a social disease and we have
to reconsider many of our so-
cial practices that make us vul-
nerable to it. The World AIDS
Day was an opportunity for the
AIDS campaigners to promote
such social awareness. Along
with safe sex, we must promote
safe hair-cuts!

Junaid Ahmed
Mirpur. Dhaka
Hazards of skipping
~ meals

Sir, Gone are the days, when
one could watch a movie like
‘Gone with the Wind' and ad-
mire the curves of Scarlet 'O’
Hara, and appreciate a little
weight on a women's body. Even
a decade back i.e. in the eighties,
iven on an
healthy look, rather
than a 'uuper-u{ln‘. ‘super- :
model of the nineties, ng
her way on the rn,mﬂl Rmm%
after the advent of the Star

“that skippi

Money Making: Bangladesh Style

for big

on the government as the buyer was overwhelming. As a consequence,

influence peddling became a new money-making venture. In general, these were one-man show fixing and

Therefore competition
hardly any and
enormous gains practic
one indenting house.

This was the beginning of
the big money- game —
Bangladesh st m.hT;: unique-
ness of the style may please be
noted. Out of the blue and with-
out any investment. one can

and the only r
ht international contact

h were indeed very rare in
u“n:iyl After grains, came
the to import raw materi-
cular There

to import spares
and accessories for bringing the
entire manufacturing sector

into operation and who can
find the right source of import.

Inden became the great
money business of the
early | it was so good
involving so few and for so
much

Tﬁm-ﬂmmuﬂ
very few could enter the busi-
ness.

Cotton could not be
from Pakistan as before. Who
are the international suppliers
of cotton who knows about
them? The who man-
aged Lo secure the right infor-
mation immediately made |t
into the millionaires rank
practically as soon as the L/C

should take the credit for de
feating Pakistan and Dhaka for
liberating .
The sensitivity of
Bangladeshis is understand-
able. They have been cast in a
different mould the rulers
succeed Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. founder of
Bangladesh, in the last 21
. But now that the freedom
ighters have come back to
power. they should have been
coOurageous to give the
Indian forces their due. Feanng
fundamentalists and extremists
is surrendering to bigotism and
jingoism. That the intellectuals
are also afraid indicates the
power that the biased have
come (o .ﬂt. it is ume for

come to '

. lndia needs no
credit. It went to the help of
Banglad because were

uidated threugh te
force. But if they are going to
live in the fear of undamental-
ists, they will be jeo '
their liberty. They have to as-
sert themselves. Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina has at least
undone one wrong. She laid on
December 16 the foundation
stone of Independence Move-
ment to honour the glorious
struggle for the National Liber-
ation of desh. The mon-
ument will be at the same place
where 91,498 Pakistani sol-
diers surrendered in 1971. In
her speech. she acknowl
the contribution of the Indian
army. But she praised America,
the and Russia in the same
breath. | do not recall any na-
tional of the three countries

could be . There
a cotion ﬂhnghduh.w
and

Similarly, in case of
equipment, imports were tied to
original suppliers whose Pak-
istani agents have vanished
Therefore the few who could se-
cure the new agency red
the goose whichunirlu:ted
to lay the eggs without any wait-
ing at all.

overnment's large-scale

nationalisation icy strongly
assisted the Em];ﬂq of in-

denting as the major private
lﬁ:tnrngunnm of the country

There were no substantial

source from where the
will eventu hmﬂl
cost was not consid-

at the cost of |
abandoned factories to private
operators, then cost conscious-
HI::I would have scaled down
t price, imports would have
been in small lots and therefore
many more would have

the import business. Because of

Window on Asia

manufacturing left to the pri-
vate sector. On the other hand.
H:(r(m- in small lots by private
incdustry ownera were cha

to very large-scale single Im-
port orders — indenting
a highly profitable business
without any investment in any
equipment or hardware. Also
former private owners used to
place orders directly to the ven-
dors from abroad and also from
the former west Pakistani sup-
pliers. Instead of one jute or tex
tile mill. the requirements of
say 50 or more of them running
into millions of dollars were
pulled together and government
a inted managers lollowed
the well-established tendering

©ving his lile for Bangladesh
Indian armed forces did so.
As many as 1,476 Indian offi-
cers wans lost their lives
ﬂ:‘j 1 -rereu:-undnd. Al
spots on
soil. their blood mwndm
that of Mukti Bahini's. It was a
saga of bravery by both. How do
the American. the British and
the Russians come into the pic-
ture? And why should there be
an effort to belittle India's

who sc

the scale of import, it was in
those days pon;:rhlf for not
many to arr the -
formance bonds Thunhﬁgnt;ﬂ
isim of those days did not sup-
port even small business which
was so esaential

We had the worst of both the
worlds of socialism and capi-
talissn and in the midst of all,
indenting and commission
argrnll —nnutnmnuny of them
| — fou and
p::ghhht nobody's budr.nn;:
since it was all their business.

The nning of the big time
money - ing opened the eyes
and ears of many The new as-

pirants were abundant —
swelled by those denied of op-

vl their lives

forces was explained sOIMne
Bangladeshi intellectuals thus
Since he was not part of the 10-
month-long liberation move-
ment because of his detention
in Pakistan jail, he did not
want to the lest
it s dwarf his :
His estrangement with Tajud-
din, his finance minister, who
was a key .0 the liberation
struggle, was reportedly for the

SAITe Neasorn.

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

help? | have gone around
Dhaka and f that there |s
no memorial, no arch, not even
a stone to commemorate the
memory of the Indian officers
and jawans who sacrificed their
lives for Bangladesh.
| recalled the words Sheikh
Mujib used when | interviewed
h:m in Dhaka in early 1972. He
said: A Ecﬁaji does not forget
evernl those ﬁw: him only a
ﬁlass of water. Here your sol-
iers laid down their lives for
my people. How can they ever
forget {nur sacrifice? You fed
ten million refugees for more
than ten months. Even now you
are giving us food and other as-
pislanc;i | can assure }rul;‘ﬁhal
my ¢ are not ungrateful.”
m the Sheikh did not
build any monument to honour
the services of Indian armed

My r is that the inecip-
jfenit anti-India feeling, & few

weeks after the creation bf
Bangladesh, stopped the Sheikh
from perpetuating the contri-
bution of India or its armed
lorces. There were several exag-
gerated notions which evoked
anti-india feeling. Civil ser-
vants in Dhaka, suddenly con-
scious that they were now em-
ployees of a small and yet not
prosperous country, indulged in
anti-India talk. "Your coun

1Is too big." they often said.
“"Whether your neighbours like
it or not. they have to be sub-
servient to you.” Many of the
officials would nostalgically
recall the days they had spent
as members of the Pakistan
civil service and inquire if I
had, during my visit to Pak-
istan. met such and such offi-

"
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three hours per day. which can
::::5“; muscles and tissues
Little do they realise. that
from time immemorial food
has been of vital importance for
our very existence. Skippin
meals tgn d e the ln?anglp
organs extensively. The lack of
proper vitamins B, in our diet,
can make one more edgy and
moody leading to temper
tantrums. Skin becomes dry
and scaly, due to the lack of vi-
tamin A and C. Slathering of

expensive creams in our faces
cannot refrain one from that

In order to look and feel good
one has to maintain a nutri-
tio well balanced diet. One
should have the basic idea of
what kind of fat should be
eaten. Animal fat taken exces-
sively can slow down blood clot
dissolving activity.

On the other hand fat that is
derived from fish, particular]
fatty fish, overflowing wit
Omeqn-ﬂ fatty acids is the best
way to slash one's chances of
heart disease. A lack of vitamin
C can send blood up. In
fact, acmrdlng to Doctor
Christopher J. Bulpitt of the
Hammer Smith Hospital of
London, vitamin C in fruits
and vegetables is a powerful

reventive medicine against
ﬂlgh blood !

Some of the extremely fig-
ure-conscious women also tend
to skip breakfast. This again is
fatal to our health. In the book,
'‘Food Your Miracle Medicine'
cardiologist Renata CF Koka, of
the Memorial Hospital of New-
foundland in St. Johns suggest
breakfast nearly
clot forming

one more

tenti
vulnerable attacks and

tri our

po al, leavi
to

strokes.

that each

normally without that extra
five pounds of weight.

Star-worshippers, who are
not supper-thin models like
Kate Moss or Linda Evengilista,
can become physically weak
and pale, if skip meals in
order to loose weight and try to
look like them.

Skipping meals dieting ex-
tensively and doing the wr
exercises strenuously can only
make us weak and physically
ill. Therefore, a well balanced
diet and Frnpcr exercises done
moderately, is the key to good
health, Most of us who are not
naturally skinny. can do with
an extra few pounds of weight,
as long as our body functions
well and we look good, without
being overweight.

A Citizen
Dhaka

The right to property

Sir. The world, in all re-
’T%ects‘ is advancing day by day.

e male bastion of power and
‘born-superiority’ are being
challenged everywhere seri-
ously. Women are waking up to
their rights as human beings.
And there shouldn’'t be males to
speak nst them.

But it Is pitiably true that
our Hindu women have always
been neglected and suffering
many social ills. The right to
sharing property of either the
family which they come of or of
husbands is not still translated
into reality due to absence of
law.

So, If unfortunately one's
husband dies one can hardly

keep herself going. In our
country India, the
women's rights to sharing prop-

erty have been established.

In may opinion, we can
match, as we swell up, the
speeches with practices.

Chowdhury
¢ e i,

Lack of patriotic zeal
Sir, It is a pity that the
educated of our soclety

seem to be at indiscipline,
social injustice and corru
toward the ths who are our

future leaders. These days,

everyone talks tall on various
national issues without any

patriotic f s for the moth-
erland. It 1ﬁnlﬁamm
Law-abiding and peace-

loving citizens of our coun
don’'t seem to have enou
courage to face any ordeal lor
the common good. It is indeed a
peculiar psychology of those
who are afraid of confrontin

any reactionary group o
people. They are the enemies of
the country. say that laws

have become corrupted limiting
the powers of the intellectuals
who are at the helms. The
dishonest lot man to get the
benefits of good 1 hal}'cgl and life
at the cost of the -working
people of our country. It is not a
good si for the future. It
sounds like and echoes a

ssible convulsion like the

rench Revolution.

It is better to create public

opinion in favour of an

eflective action to avoid such a
dreadful event.

A Citizen
Ameer Complex, Uttara
Dhaka

Victory Day

Sir. We were under brutality
of Pakistani occupation forces
nine months. Hell was virtually
let loose in '71, and demons
united with uncivilised Pakis-
tani invaders. We never will
forget the brutality they exer-
cised on B lees. We ame
united and disciplined to
achieve our target. Now | am
sorry to say that we, after
liberation, became reluctant to
show our integrity to build our
country.

As a result, time and again
we were under milltl? or
quasi-milita rules. Every
E?od achievement of the Victory

ay will be interred if we
deviate ourselves from demo-
cracy. My true respect to all
sung and unsung martyrs who
ia{':ﬁﬂced thtt?ghven %rm the
noble cause in 1971

Bose Asoke Kumar
House # 4]13. Road #10

Block-B, (Mt?am R/A
Chittagong 421

-

vate manufacturing capacities,
but the borrowed itself
was considered as income

gained. Repayment was and
sometimne still is never in the

making
ing is an end itself

S0 three basic t of
money-making. Bangladesh
could be identified com-

crores of taka have
been flushed away through
these three money-making

Of Reality and Gratitude

I have gone around Dhaka and found that there is no memorial, no arch, not even a stone to
mory of the Indian of] or Be

the

cers who had been their col-

Bh-lu'l foreign office was
also that wherever it had
established its mission, the
host countries had pointed out
that its loreign policy was “New
Delhi's carbon copy " A top lor-
eign office man in Dhaka told

me. If only we could oppose you
somewhere on some point so

that we project an image of our
md:Hendence!“ He betrayed a
small-nation complex and it
appeared that to prove their
country's ate identity, of-
ficials might be tempted at
times to adopt an anti-Indian
posture.

The average man was trou-
bled by scarcities apd high
prices after effect of any
war]. He tended to believe in the
- that his difficuities

were use "mryﬂ:mltjg was
‘going to India." | was again
and again that rice in

adesh was costly because
it was being bartered 1

uxury
E::l:ndsunuggledfmmwmm-

A few Bangladesh leaders,
like Maulana Bhashani, ex-
loited the people's hardships
or their political ends. They
said things were bad because
“our neigh s are making the
best of our miseries.” Their tar-
was Mujib but since he was
too tall for them. picked on
India and it in the
hope that some of the mud
would stick on him as well.

come full circle After 2

we should realise that %

making is not easy. It“g
first and huck second.

Even t New Delhi had
banned ate trade between
India adesh. the pro-
paganda was the old Hindu

manuart was returning to East
Bengal through the backdoor.
opened by local Muslims. The
E-.puutm fear that the Mus-
would be condemned to be
drawers of water or hewers of
wood is t to be revived.
Some Calcutta businessmen
strengthened this fear by their
"anxiety” to have trade with
m: return of Hindu

had also created anu-lmmﬁ
ing. After ousting Hindus fol-
lowing the military crackdown
on March 25, 1971, Pakistanis
P::ﬂj T;dmhulad the ﬂlﬁt.lt:t
shops among Mus-

lims. They now resented the
government's order on the
restoration of property to its

original owners. Some pro-
Pakistani elemenis — and they

ap to be | active
— I memthz
1947 were ,

er the return of Hasina,

the a has It

is t 1e return of spirit of libera-
tior days when India and
Bai:gladesh marched hand in
hand. Still there is hesitation.
The ruli Awami League
should s¢ that those whom
it defeated at the polls are not in
tune with new mm The more
are placated, more they
m expect and demand. The
Ganga water treaty has hel
to allay some suspicions. But
India will have to tread the
carefully because it has a

way 10 go.

OPINION

~

About BCS Examination

Md Masum Billah

The existing system of BCS
examination calls for opinions
of the conscious citizens to be
expressed and the candidates
concerned, already seem to
have reflected theirs in the dif-
ferent dailies. | cannot help
sharing my opinion with them.
BCSis a and subtle exam-
ination through which deserv-
ing candidates are selected to
run state affairs smoothly. But
the selective process is not
transparent.

According to the syllabus of
BCS examination, one candi-
date is to take three optional
subjects from two groups irre-
spective of Arts, Commerce and
Science backgrounds. This
mars the trans y of BCS
examination. Students belong-
ing to BUET, BITs, Agri varsity
as well as the students of sci-
ence faculty in our universities
have ample scope to obtain
high marks in these three op-
tional subjects. Students of
other facul are deprived of
this o unity and the stu-
dents of Arts group are the
worst suffers. A student of lit-
erature or political science or
history can hardly obtain 60
gr cent marks. But students of

ience group can easily secure
80 per cent marks in their sub-
jects. Here the interesting
is to assess the results on the
basis of total marks obtained
by the candidates without con-
sidering their su mater. As
a resuit, only stu s with sci-
ence background have been
seen to occupy F service
and other prospective cadres
€ heappente o to e ecrep
is ue to -

of m?jgtct choice.

ly professional cadres
need the of a partic-
ular subject to be applied
(education and judicial cadre).
But the ge ones need can-
didates' awareness of the world,
1Q. general knowledge and
command English so that those
are selected for these cadres can
run administrative and similar
arenas. So, | urge the PSC to ex-
clude the optional subjects
from the S examina ‘
Marks distribution may be ar-

\ ranged in the following way

‘General — 150
General - 200
General Science — 100
General Mathemancs — 100
G w aftairs) — 200
G Knowledge affairs) — 200
Viva-voce — 50
Total — 1000

It should be that
the candidates for the

-sional cadres will have to face

examinations for 500 marks
which can include G G
English, G : Sci-
ence, G Mathematics and viva-
voce excluding their academic
attainment.

The viva-voce examination
of 200 marks gives way to many
a.numaheumin the BCS mﬂfm‘ﬂf
nation. arrangement -
ferent viva boards further ag-
gravates the situation. Award-
ing marks to the candidates
may differ from one board to
another. It is widely known
that in this competitive exami-
nation even one mark matters
much. A candidate may fail to
enter into service on his/her
desired cadre for the difference
of one mark only. So. the
marks for viva-voce examina-
tion should not be more than

SO.
in the BCS ex-
amination is another irra-
e TS v of N
tes are
through this and the
country is failing to utilise
their useful service, Quota sys-
tem may continue for many,
but not at the P?::I_: t
Adopting unfair means in
the examination is another pe-
culiar experience. A large num-
ber of candidates, except a few
ones, adopt unfair means in the
BCS examination in different
examination centres. PSC
should be aware of this grim
fact and take necessary steps to
eradicate this evil practice
from this prestigious examina-
tion
The results of the 1 7th BCS
written examination have been I
on November | last.
PSC is entreated to con-
sider the matter of the candi- !
dates of humanities serfously |
in the viva-voce so that they do
not suffer any more




