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NEWS BRIEFS
M ild guake
in Rangpur
RANGPUR. Dec 23: A mild

earthquake shook the district
town and its adjoining areas at

around 3:40 today. Accord
i to local met office. the
tremor lasted about five sec

onds. However, no casualty or
damage was reported, reports

4 shops, 12 tem pos
gutted

Twelve tempos and lour
shops were gutted in a fire at a
garage at South Jatrabari early
yesterday Fire brigade sources
sald the blaze started at about
3:10 am at the garage Firefight
ers from Postogola rushed to
the spot and brought the blaze
under control. Cause of the fire
could not be known immedi
ately, reports UNB

Dacoity at
apartment house

A dacoity was committed at
an apartment house at Shya
moli in the city yesterday
According to Mohammadpur
police. a group of armed dacoits
entered into the apartment of
Aminur Rahman at Road
at around 4:30 pm The dacoits
tied hands and lags of the in-
mates of the house at gunpoint
and looted cash and valuables
worth about Taka three lakh

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL Dec 23: One stu-
dent leader was stabbed here
this evening. He was hospi-
talised in a criucal condition.
Witnesses said Moazzem Hos-
aein Chammu. 24 . a leader of BCL

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Dec 23: A
dawn-to-dusk hartal was en-

Movement and tion
lmpk:;nti:lnua
hnneﬁnl&pmndcmami The

demands include s the
Teestamukhghat from Ful-
chhari to Balashi. erecting
railway track from Trimohini
station to Balashi and setting
up on ofl at Balashi

All of vehicles went
off the roads and educational
institutions. and busi-
ness houses remained closed.

NU (Hons) results

The results of Honours ex-
aminations | 994 under the Na-
tional University will be pub-

uriver 58 release
foierdey sad diremuine o

part-1, 2 and 3 and

first. second and third year-

Honours were being published
in due course of time.

— from the central jail.
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Reform package underway

DSE management to be

separated from Council

By Shehab Ahmed and Inam Ahmed

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) is planning
a string of measures including
reorganisation of the Dhaka
Stock Exchange Council and
separation of DSE management
from the Council.

The reform package includes
restructuring of the SEC that
was set u|p as a 'regulatory
waltchdog' for the capital mar-
ket in 1994 in the wake of a
boom in the nascent market, an
authoritative source told The
Daily Star.

"We are planning both short

and long term reforms that
would further strengthen and
stabilise the Dhaka and Chit-
tagong stock exchanges.” he
said.

The SEC. currently manned
by only 11 persons, is hiring
new hands, some deputed from
the government, and consul-
tants to bolster its operation.

It has already sought help
from the World Bank [(WB)
which recently provided a con-
sultant for a short-term to help
redesign the SEC.

The WB is expected to pro-

vide a long-term technical as-
sistance to further strengthen
the SEC and help formulate re-
quired policies and laws for
regulation of the capital mar-
ket, the source said.

The SEC is planning to de-
velop further the capital mar-
ket with diversified equity in-
struments, sound bond market
and ‘over the counter’' trading
system for smooth business.

"But these are long-term
measures. We have token short-
term steps to reform and sta-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Kerb marketmen
threaten sit-in
from Sunday

Angered by sharp fall in
stock prices lor the last few
days. the kerb market traders
yeslerday announced new agita-
tional programme to realise an
| 1-point demand, incl the
resignation of the finance min-
ister, reports UNB.

They would allow trading on
the floor of the Dhaka Stock
Exchange (DSE) for next three
working days and begin an in-
definite sit-in demonstration
from Sunday, kee':alng the
bourse under lock key.

i The []II]SE again witnessed a

eavy sell pressure yesterday —
butl without in the bear::lsh
market — pulling down the
benchmark price index for the
filth consecutive day.

The benchmark All Share
Price Index of the country's
premier bourse plummeted by

See Page 12 col 5
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CHT talks resume
this morning

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 23: The
peace talks between the gov-
ernment and the Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS). adjourned on
December 21, will resume at 10
am tomorrow at Khagrachhari
Circuit House, official sources
said.

The dialogue aimed at find-
ing out a political solution to
the two-decade-old problem in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Tomorrow's meeting is
likely to discuss the five-point
demand of Shantibahini.
sources said.

The PCJSS, the parent or-
ganisation of Shantibahini
who have been fighting a bush
war since 1976, is seeking au-
tonomy and expulsion of
Bengali settlers from the CHT,

PCJSS is expected to put
forward the demands which in-
clude granting autonomy to the
regional council in some 36
matters, ::hnnﬁnf the name of
Chittagon ill Tracts as
Ju and !dcnufylnF the
illegal immigrants since 1947

land set ;
The government side at the

meeting will be headed by the
Chief Whip of the Jatiya
San Abul Hasnat Abdullah
as Chairman of the 11-member

national committee while the
PCJSS by its chairman
Jyotirindra Bodhipriyo Larma
alias Shantu Larma.

The five-member PCJSS
team will be flown by helicopter
from Dudukchhari to the

venue, the sources said.
See Page 12 Col 6

Clash near Jessore jail: 12 hurt

Cases

against 152

prisoners filed

JESSORE. Dec 23: Authori-
ties of Jessore Central Jail and
local police have filed five sepa-
rate cases against more than
150 prisoners on various
charges following the

jail-re-
- volt incidents, reports Uf\lE.

A huge guantjt}r of lethal
weapons and several firearms,
recovered from the jail during
the Sunday's pre-dawn opera-
tion. were deposited to Kotwali
police today, official sources
said.

Three trucks were used to
carry the recovered weapons —
two lpv:i‘:p-e-gi.ln:a, a country-made
revolver, bow and arrow, spear,
axe. knife, 'kirich’ and ‘'ramdao’

Police said the jailor filed

| three cases against the inmates

accusing them of rebellion,
killing a mate inside the prison
and ng public property.
Sub-inspector Enayet
Kotwali thana filed another two
cases charging the prisoners
with killing a police constable
and carrving lllegal arms in-

- side Lhe jadl.

| Dhaka

Of some 2700 inmates in the
Jeasore fentral jail. a total of
152 prisoners, mainly convicts

were named as accused, police
said.

Meanwhile, all the BDR per-
sonnel and 75 per cent of police
forces, deployed to guard the
jail, were withdrawn today and
sent to their respeetive stations
in the adjacent districts.

In a backlash today. some
200 people. including local
people and relatives of the pris-
oners. locked in a clash with
police outside the jail for about

an hour, ing 11 am.
About a dozen people were
wounded, none seriously

though. as police charged ba-
tons and tear gas shells to bring
the mob under control. Later,
visitors of 30 prisoners were al-
lowed to see their kins.

In the evening, 16 prisoners,
including 13 under special
mercy, were set free from the
jail on the occasion of Victory

ay while three came out in
normal procedure.

No untoward incident was
reported inside the jail during
the day although an uneas
CANN Was with a
the prisoners kept in their lock

See Page 12 Col 6

Grant for victims

PM praises
united role
of parties

JESSORE, Dec 23: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
expressed deep sorrow at the
loss of lives in Jessore jail and
announced Tk 50,000 as lump
grant for each of the families of
the prisoners killed in Sunday's
police operation, reports UNB.

She also announced a dona-
tion of Tk 100,000 for the po-
liceman who was also killed
during the crackdown on the
prisoners in revoit.

The Prime Minister, who
flew in here to attend a function
at the Bangladesh Air Force

. met with representa-
tives of different political par-
ties. lawyers and journalists at
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner this afternoon
to take stock of the overall situ-
ation.

Highly praising the united
role 3 the m:ﬁ parties dur-
ing the jail crisis, the Prime
Minister urged them to keep u
this spirit and ate wit
the government in building the
country s economy.

She said the authorities were |

compelled to go for action fear-
ing more casualties after jail

mmates clashed with ene an- -

other
The government tried its
See Page 12 Cal 3
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A proud Rélkins Qaman of Bangladesh Ansars, who crested
gWimmung competition by winning ten golds, poses with her Monday's
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collection at the National Swimming Complex yesterday. —Star photo (Story on page-10)
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Indo-Bangia jt
body on Ganges
water-sharing
meets today

By Staff Correspondent

The first meeting of the
Indo-Bangladesh Joint Com-
mittee(JC), which will decide
the modalities of joint moni-
loring of Ganges water, ns
in the capital today, official
sources said.

Joint monitoring of the flow
of the Ganges is expected to be-
gin on January 1, which also
marks the beginning of the five-
month long dry season.

The meeting of the joint
Committee spread over several
sessions i{s expected to last two
days.

The Joint Committee has
been constituted as per provi-
sion of the 30-year water-accord
between the two countries
signed on December 12.

BB Char, member of the In-
dian Joint Rivers Commission,
arrived yesterday to lead his
side. A representative of the In-
dia High Commission in Dhaka
is due to join the Indian team at
the meeting of the Joint Com-
mittee.

Bangladesh has already
constituted a three-member
team representing it at the
Joint Committee headed by Lut-
fur Rahman, member of the
Joint Rivers Commission (JRC),
The other two members are
Khalilur Rahman, Director of
JRC and Towhidul Anwar Khan

See Pape 12 Col 7

Cabinet okays
proposal for
agri census 97

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved the proposal for the

culture Census 1997, re-
ports UNB.
The approval was given at a

meeting of the Cabinet held
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair at her of-
fice,

The Cabinet also endorsed
the government holiday list for
the year 1997. said an official
announcement.

In the meeting, the Cabinet
greeted the Prime Minister for
signing the G water shar-

ing treaty between Bangladesh
and India on December 12.

The Prime Minister thanked
the ministers and high officials
of the ministries cohcerned for
their role in signing the treaty.

News Analysis

- Corruption, long neglect triggered

Jessore jail revolt

An appalling living condi
tion a rampant corruption
providing comfort for money
triggered the recent six day re
bellion led certain hardened
inmates of the Jessore Central
Jail where the authorities used

massive lorce to crush it

But a close look Into the
backgrounds reveals a sordid
tale of long neglect that also
shook other prisons focusing
urgent altention to belter
prisorn management

The basic issues like me
dieval jail code colonial-era
management and sub-human
living condition lor prisoners
and the question of amnesty
continued to | casting a
long shadow over the future of
prison management 1n the
country, human rights groups,
relations of prisoners and

. pnison sources said

When prisoners took control
of the Jessore Jail 11 had s
snowballing effect in jails in
shahi Chittagong

Tangail Barisal the pnson

authorities 1 to clumsily
manage Lo i% jail rioting
and keep the prisoners under

| batons and boots for the ume

being with the borrowed
strength of the Home Ministry s
array of forces. and in case of
THingF ail. Kader Siddiky BU and

The prisoners have been
tamed bult there are no guaran-
tee that they will not repeat the
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riotings in luture unless au
thorities pay attention to re
forms that had been proposed
sixteen years ago by a govern
menl appointed commission,
the sources said

What h wed in the morm
ing of the Viciory Day this year
answers & number ol questions
behind the prisoners upheaval
al Jessore

The prisoners were denied
improved lood on Lthe occaslon
of the Victory Day during the
breakfast usually served on
special days They were also re

BNP calls hartal
In Jessore

today

JESSORE, Dec 23 Opposi
ton BNP has called a dawn Lo
dusk hartal in the district for
lomorrTow o prolest what |ts
leaders called "carnage” iIn

Jessore jail durucﬁ uPrraUm on
Sunday reports

Al least eight prisoners and
a policeman were reported
killed and more than | oth-
ers wounded as security lorces
went! on action to gquell the

son revolt

The hartal call was n at
a protest rally arr by the
district BNFP at Daratana

square in the tense town this af-
Ser Page |12 Col 6
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| Jessore Central Jail on Sunday.

By Mizan Alh,back from Jessore

portedly assaulted by the prison
personnel, sparking the agita
tion

But the authorities were not
caught unprepared as there had
been sufficient intelli e re
Lx:lﬂl about seething ¢ ontent

ng stoked up by a section of
inmates. maintaining close |
aison with each other on a re
ported withdrawal of remission
of sentence of certain categories
ol convicls.

The speculation aboul a gen
eral amnesty being granted was
fuelled by a masa circulated
newspaper reporting on

Procession protesting
case against Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Hundreds of workers of the
opposition BNP raded the
City sireets strrd‘:; protesting
the filing nlr: false corruption
case” against party chief and
former prime minister Begum
Khaleda Zia

The projectionists chanted
slogans warning of massive
street tations unless the case
was withdrawn immediately

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion filed a case with Ramna po-

| lice on Saturday accusing .

November |9 that ten thousand |

prisoners would be freed on the
occasion of the Silver Jubllee of
viclory In the War ol Libera
Lion

Cancellation of the remis
sion of sentence for a section of
prisoners the caretaker gov-
efTunent o
which was earlier awarded
the caretaker administration of
Shahabuddin Ahmed. had al-
ready crealed a sense of depri-
vation among prisoners of the
Jessore Central Jail the
sources said.

Building the a
demand lor betler

tation on
OOcd, a sec

Habibur Rahman,

'
|

tion of prisoners, at about 600 |

am on December |6
prison guards out of the jail
premises and took control of
the barracks, the source said

The dﬂdog:nt was immedi-
Sere * 12 Cal ]
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300 grocery shops
dismantled at

Kawran Bazar
By Staff Correspondent

More than 300 grocery
sel up illegally around the
Kawran Bazar market in the
cily were dismantled by police
yesterday morning

Some 300 icemen began
the jour-hour operation al
about 9 am in the presence of
the officials of the Dhaka City
Co ration

ice said the unauthorised
shops, mostly sell vegeta-
ﬂu. were m;m‘:_n ed Tl'!;
wWere

iron shects. bamboss and wood
A bulldozer of the DCC was used
during the police ation

Sources sald, the DCC had
earlier served several notices to
the owners of the shops for
dismantling their unauthorised
structures.

gum Zia and former home min-
ister Abdul Matin Choudhury of
appointing police officials by
misusing powers, cancelling a
list of selected candidates. dur-
irng BNFP rule

BNP central committee also
announced last night that a

ession would be brought out
rom in front of the party cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan in the
city at 3.30 pm today to protest
the conspiratorial case against
Begum Zia. repression on BNP
activists and killings at the
Jessore jail BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhulyan in a statement urged
all party workers, su rters
and members of the public of
join the procession

Jatiyatabadi Mahila Dal
convenor Khurshid Jahan Ha
MP. in a statement, urged a
lemale members of the party to
lake part in the procession

The BNP chief is scheduled
to return home from Saudi
Arabia tomorrow at 10 am

Abdul Mannan Bhulyan in a
statement yesterday termed the
case against the party chief and
Leader of the ( ition in the
Jatiya Sangsad "arran . Tho-
tivated, absolutely ridiculous
and a ploy to tarnish the image
of m Zia and her

i the present rulers had the
minimum idea about the au-
thority and powers of an elected
chief executive of the state they
would not have ridiculed them-
seives by doing so.” the BNP sec-

Ser Page |12 Col B
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Newsprint worth Tk 8cr
lying unsold in KNM

KHULNA. Dec 23. Over three
thousand metric tons of news
print worth over Taka eight
crore of Khulna Newsprint
Mills is lying unsold as dealers
and newspaper offices are not

lifting their quotas. reports
BSS.
According to concerned

sources, newsprint of KNM has
been f[acing tough competition
from the im white news-
print while the mill has also

stopped exporting its products
o a5

sOIme ring countries
including :

The sources said the price of
Khulna is Th 27,000

per metric ton for dealers and
about Tk 20,000 for newspa

.muumun%uﬁ'
:i:z newsprint is Tk 19,000

per ton.

Khulna newsprint price is
higher as the mill has to
fm duty for raw mat

like pulps, chemicals and fur

nace ofl. KNM can reduce the
rice of its product if it is al-
Emed. to import raw materials

without import duty. the
sources ackded

They pleaded for imposing
duty on import of newsprint

in order to create opportunity
for KNM for selling its product
at home.
The sources further said that
the KNM is headi towards
oblems because stock -pil-
of the newsprint and it
would be difficult the mill to

ducing better quality ntp':
print.

~

§C. A |

At the Stock
Exchange...

I

—

e

\ ».[/

LU be there. '

d /AR, MACINC CENTER,
i




