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'New Development Strategy towards

the 21st Century — Aiming for
People-centered Development

LA people al the ce-
nu‘e of drvﬂupmﬂ:l
and direct our econ-

omies (o meel human needs

more effectively.” This is a

in the Copenhagen
laration adopted at the

World Summit for Social

t in 1995. This con-
EE.T’EF“‘“‘ ic_centered devel
as been formed h

c

E:l‘g t'nlluﬂng the end
War and is now becoming a
existing behind
lhe nﬂ'lu of international con-
ferences relati to develop-
ment, such as the United
Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(the Earth Summit) held in Rio
de Janeiro in 1992 and the
International Conference on
Population and Development
(ICPD) held in Cairo in 1994,

Why is the concept of "peo-
ple-centered development” be-
coming widespread? The devel-

ment assistance in the past

years. on the whole. attained
most significant results, sup-
[Dﬂtd partly by such factors as
he progress in science and
. The infant mortal-
Igerll: as #ﬂ lowered m::_
the average life expectancy o
the of developing coun-
tries has been prolonged. The
ulture sector ﬂnunuhtng
through the “green revolutio
has helped to increase [u-n-d
production.

However, after the Cold War
ended and the East-West con-
frontation disap ﬁeared the
striking scene which caught
mankind's eye has been a num-
ber of sufiering people left be-
hind by the wave of develop-
ment — suffering from
dire poverty and starvation.
munah e to receive decent

care and thus killed by
curable diseases. children
given no chance to develop their
potential due to the lack of edu-
cation, disaster victims and

kicked out of their own
countries and compelled to

to survive from one day
to the next without hope for to-.
morrow due to the outbreak of
ethnic conflicts.

Even many countries whose
econemy - is. dramatically
growing are saddled with seri-

s problems, such as the

gap between the rich
and the poor, the educational
and medical problems of citi-
zens who were left behind by
economic growth, and envi-
ronmental pollution caused by
industrialization. As rapid
globalization moves omn, it is
widely recognized that prob-
lems of developing countries
could affect industrialized
countries and, therefore, these
pmblr.-ma need to be tackled on

scale.

Under these circumstances,
the international community
has begun to focus its attention
on individuals, superseding na-
tion-to-nation and govern-
ment-to-government relation-
ships. Reflecting changes in

—

perception and through various
di-lﬂ.ll-‘llﬂlll in the interna-
tional community, the concept

of 'p-cople -centered develop-
has won worldwide sup-

“Shaping the 21st Century
The Contribution of
Development Co-operation” in
the title of the New
Development Strategy an-
nounced by the opment
Assistance Committee (DAC) of
the OECD in May 1996. It em-
Phlltleu the importance of a
new global p" under
which the industrialized and
developing countries will r:m‘p
erate as partners in striving for
common targets. The D.hC pro-

concrete numerical de:
opment goals, for the indus-

trt ized and developing coun-
tries to share, incl the tar-
}r reduction, preva-

ﬁ:‘,‘t 0 ary and secondary
r:dur:lunn -nd lmmﬂng of the

infant and maternal mortality
rates. It is worth noting that the
idea of tered devel-
opment is reflected on the DAC

almlm
this situation where a
new trend is emerging concern-
ing the world's development
problem, the international
community arzcu Ja to
continue to an tiative
uldlnpll}rlﬂll.ll'ﬂ!wlthm
t to development assis-
lﬂ.nt:c In order for Japan to re-
spond to such tion and
increase its Official
Development Assistance (ODAJ,
the Japanese publjc should give

its strong suppo recanu:Ini
the llgnlﬂclnce of ODA for

Ja and for the world. Since
ODA projects are carried out
overseas, the Ja people
do not have much opportunities
to see and hear directly through
their own eyes and ears how
ODA is related to their daily
lives. Needless to say. the
Government must, therefore,
make extra efforts to make up
for this.
There is no doubt that the
I:_:ﬂm:*lpll motive of ODA is the
umanitarian consideration to
assist deve countries. At
the same time, however, ODA
plays a vital role in servi
Japan's national interest an
jnnlnhuung to the lives of the
apanese in many ways.
(1) In mutually interde-
pendent world, the various
problems emerging in the de-
velo countries constitute a
threat to the people in the
gmlnpjd countries, hlﬂcludlng
] 's contributions to
sk illlmnth-u:m: threats result
in securing the Japanese peo-

ple's in the end.
(2) Ja . as well as other
industrialized nations. receives

economic benefits from the
growing economies in develop-
ing countries through expand-
ing trade, investment. etc.; as
has been witnessed recently in
East Asia.

(3) Resources-poor J de-
pends on imports from P-

tn‘ countries for such basic

alﬂ'%uﬂhndﬂi:h

Fr.rr lell'l. maintai pnd
relations with

tries is vital for its n.lunlul Il:-
curity

.J s prosperity
dncluputn

m-ld Japanese leadership in a
dﬂelupnunl assistance has
just begun to take shape. If
Japan were (o such an
important role continuously
for 10, 20. or 50 years to come,
the view that Japan and the
Ja are contribut-

ing to the international com-

munity will take root. This is
the way for the Ja to im:
prove their way of life in both
the spiritual and material
terms. This is the way that
Japan should choose if it “de-
sires to occu an honored
place in an international soci-

ety ...." (the preambie of the
Constitution of Japan).
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The Flfth Medium-term Target of

FFICIAL t

Assistance (O constit-

utes an important pillar
of Japan's international cont-
ribution. Continued eflorts to
steadily expand its ODA have
brought the level of Japan's aid
to the highest in the world in
recenl yeass,

The stability and sustained
growth of deve countries
are essential to the creation of a
post-Cold War framework for
peace and prosperity. The emer-
gence of global issues, as well as
a gr number of countries
transfo
democracies and
for concessional assistance.
Under these circumstances, de-
veloping countries find them-
selves in a more serious situa-
tion. with their economies
stagnating and their poverty
spreading ever further. Against
this background. we are called
upon to expand ODA's quantity
as well as to improve its qual-
ity. while such ODA should be
based upon the basic ru:i ple
of assisting the self-held efforts
of developing countries tmrds
their economic take-off.

The Government of Japan
hereby lays down a new
Medium-term Target. which
covers the five years from 1993

ng themselves inté !

' ' mlrka )
economies. add to the
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through 1997, in accordance
with the basic philosophy and
principles of the ODA Charter
adopted by the Cabinet in June
1992, This'Target is put in place
to further enhance Japan s
coniribution to the world
throu the expansion ol ils
gh pa

This Target is subject 10 re-

view in accordance with

changes In domestic and inter-
national situations.

l: In order lo continue its
contsibutien (o

the

e

bursed over the five-year period
(1993-97) to 70 to 75 l:nllmn dol-
lars. Japan will also strive 10
improve its ODA/GNFP' rauo
steadily.

II. In order to improve  the
quality of ODA. the following
measures will be taken to make
certain that appropriate aid be
extended, which is tailored to
developing countries various
needs associaled with different
stages of development. by the
combination of various forms
of aid in an organic manner.

Grant aid ‘and technical as-
sistance will be expanded. and
efforts will be made to increase

| the grant portion. Particular at-
tention will be paid to the in-
crease in the
Least Develo
(LLDC}.
I ODA loans will be steadily
implemented while diversify-
ing the types of loans,
Continuous consideration will
be paid-to the importance of so-
cio-economic infrastructure
improvement to enable the
sustained growth of developing
countries.

Positive measures will be
taken to strengthen the finan-
| cial bases of international or-
ganizations with due attention
paid to their management effi-
ciency. Manpower and intellec-
tual contribution will also be

L assistance to
ped Countries

phcemh.
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Official Development Assistance

reinlorced

Furthermore, steps will be
taken to strengthen policy dia-
logue wilth recipient countries,
in which Japan's experience
will be shared. Eflorts will be
made for ODA (o be organic
coordinated with trade and
rect investment, thus promot-
ing the growth of developing
countries in an overall manner.

l1I. In accordance with the
priority items listed in the ODA
Charter, emphasis will be

world — - placed on aid for {1} the solu-

bons of globwl iesues such as
The envirorupeit

2] basi¢ humsin
8. *(3) huwman resourees
drvﬂ&pnmn* and |4) infras-
tructure improvement. In par-
ticular, environment-related
ODA will be provided to sup I:vorl
the self-help efforts of develop-
ing countries to achieve sus-
tainable economic develop-
ment compatible with the envi-
ronment. This will be done
keeping in mind the target an-
nounced at the June 1992
United Nations Conference on
Environment and
Development. Flexible ap-
proaches will be taken in the
implementation of loans and
grant aid.

IV, To ensure the effective
and efticient ODA implementa-
tion. the aid administration
system will be reinforced. par-
ticularly through the increase
in the size ol personnel.
Emphasis will be placed on the
strengthening of ?rujr.-tt find-
ing and project-formulation
capabilities, the upgrading of
preparatory studies and other
types of research, the improve-
ment of area studies and devel-
opment policy studies, and the
continuous refinement of post-
project evaluations. Training of
aid-related personnel, such as
development specialists and

rivate-sector consultants will
enhanced. and close coordi-
nation with Japan's local gov-
ernments, private bodies, and
non- %uv:rnmtnlal organiza-
tions (NGOs) will be promoted.

""We will never forget you
as long as we live''

"We will never forget you as
long as we live.” Wilh these
words, the director of the
Tangail General Hospital ex-

pressed his heartfelt gratitude
to the members of Japan
Medical Team for Disaster

Relief on the occasion of a spe-

cial ceremony ol appreciation
held in their honor. The Team
was dispatched to B adesh,
where the Tangail General
Hospital was the base of opera-
tions.

On the evening of May 13,
1995, a tropical cyclone sud-
2fe1ﬂ1r materialized in the state

Tangail District, roughly 120
km northwest of Dhaka, the
capital of Bangladesh. In an in-
stant. trees were uprooted and
houses were carried off into the
air; over 500 le were killed
and 34,000 injured amid the
terrible destruction.

an has in place a

., once a major disaster

occurs in another country, the
government immediately dis-
patches physicians, nurses, and
coordina personnel, in the
form of a medical team. The
Iﬂm members are volunteers
stered with the Japan

In ernational Cooperation
1 Agency out of a desire to take
part in mnerieu disaster relief
operations. The participants in
given operation are selected
from out of the a tely
500 registered s. To
assist with relief efforts in

among the available registered
volunteers, under the instruc-
tion of Mr Hirakawa, assistant
director of the International
Emergency Relief Section of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and dispatched to the site of the
disaster.

Two days after their arrival

as requested by the Bﬁm
Gﬂvcrnmcnt,bz'l swel 40-
C. heal, the team
had set up temporary shelters
in tents and begun examining
patients. Subsequently, they
performed surgery on the criti-
{:ally injured in a nearby
tal and then made the mmdlnf
the surroundin ‘li"'l" es to ex-
amine the sic injured
there. Within ten dn 8. the team
had treated some 955 people for

their injuries; having per-
surgery on 185of t
- an unparalleled output of en-
'I'.hll elicited great appreci-
n from the injffﬂd

The duty of the Japan
Medical Team for Disaster
Reliefl consists of providing aid
to individuals in need. Suc -
:’Ivltiiu h:lni limited 1ln the rﬂ:’;

vely brief period immedia
following a disaster, but within
those periods there are intense
person-to-person interactions
and heartfelt exchanges. The
ware W Besiadeonh b only 8

in

short while, but their Eﬂﬂltlm
will live on in the hearts of

Bmdoduhlpmplclurlm

———

the Election Observation Team
mentarians League for J n-Ba
o e Sie of i ehection: argladesn

pleased
conducted in a free. fair and peaceful manner.
Shortly after the new administration was
established. the Foreign Secretary. Mr. Paroog
_ . to Japan as the
first representative of the newly naugurated
wermnmenl During his five visit. Mr. Sob-
n attended a series of uctive
with our Foreign Minister. Mr. Yulihiko Tk
and other high of thr Ministry.
to discuss our as foreign
policies and economic issues as umﬂ as regional
and international

of dﬂmnl' assistance. over

In the
the past few m-r:r: Japan has as one
the largest Official Development Al!lltm
!fJ[JM roviders in the world. and

sh, Japan is currently the largest
prm‘ donor. As for this year. in retrospect, re-
stored political stability has had o positive e
in enhancing and facllitating Japan's de
mwnil assistance
First of all. for instance. | am delighted to
note that a loan agreement for Chittagong Air
port Deoelopmeni I"rmrrr was signed on August
20 shortly after the inauguration of the new
?uwrnmrnr This greatly improved the dis
ir sermwenit of our e aid
Hrnrd?;. i should be noted that on the basis
af restored political stability, the annual consul
teation on grant aid and technical assistance 1was
held on October 27 28 after a oo years’ interval.
The consultation turmned oul to be frank, infor
mative and constructive in identifying obstacles
te our awd implementation. In this regard, | am
particularly encouraged 1o see that the
Hangladesh government was very much re
sive o requests raised by the Japanese d-m
tion  and gave us firm assurance o improve
clency i implementation of projects ﬂnd m rr
move long existing impedimerits
As for humanitarian assistance, ticu
noticeable in this year twas the dispatch o
Japan's Medical Team Jor Disaster Relief to the
province of Tangail, severely hit by a tornado in
the middle of May.
Moreover, our assisiance
ladesh has also increased. particularly in
1996, For the s8¢ Fiscal Year 1995/96, sub-
stantial funding was provided (o nine NGOs in
this ruunﬂ to support their projects in the ar-
eas (ncluding primﬂry education, primary
health care, and women in development. These
are among the priority areas of aur support for
lbtﬁﬂmﬂuuﬂunyﬁrmu!btaM'
int in our copperation, We have dis-
cussed with our shi courderparts how to
diagnose the ongoing situation and prescribe
remedies by reviewing the past. And [ am certain
that in the coming new year. our development
assistance will be dramatically activated on the
basis of the achieverments made in 1996,
Regarding trade and investment, it should be
recalled. first of all. that a seven-member Eco-
nomic Mission. headed by Mr. U Uhwatoko. vis-
ued Bangladesh at the end of July soon after the
establishment of the new government when the

-:uu;l.l.' regained political stability and began o
ETTLr

the nussion sent a positive signal on the readi-
ness of Japanese husiness circles to-expand
business ransactions with Bangladesh. Based
upon_its resulis; the 8th meeting of the
Bangladesh-Japan Joint Committee for Com-
rercial and Economic Cooperation was held on
November 9 1o seek wways to further promote eco-

to NGOs in

on econonic roconstiruction. The visit of

e

AGE

nomic relations in both private sectors.
Trade and investment befiveen owr o couwn-
tries have steadily increased over the past years,
and are expanding to the extent that Japan has
hemumrlargesa t importer of Bangladeshi
in Asia. | would like to remind the
people that the Japanese market is
and fully responsive to efforts by
manufacturers to improve gquality

services

of their and .
As for investments. | am much pleased to
have learned that Prime inister Sheikh

mmfmummmm

Mﬂfpwﬂ;mmmm
vestors. [ hope on the basis z
meni jn this year. our economic dﬂd:
Surther in 1997,
It should also be stressed that cultural and

Il

Embassy | IWHJWHMWH
lier this month. a good number aof
viewers from all wﬂk;lﬂf

It Lapﬁrtt-ukrh;drmmdﬁrntmm
that people of the younger generation have be-
come more and more active in s the
bricloe betuveen owr hiwo countries. A total of 201
Bang.adeshi students were selected as

ing number of people w
Jrom ‘hetr higher studies in Japan are playing
important, leading roles here in
country. It is my hope that the fruits
Studies, collaboration, and interaction
people of Japan continue to con ribute to
advancing owr academic and p ofessional
tions as well as personal ties.
Infh:-ltnjl Iuhmldﬂhk:;t;mﬂmmﬂ!
memorable jJuncture of t
Japan ladesh diplomatic mg
Lpear, we fum o a nﬂud‘mlfr our -
ship in vartous areas such as pdt& r!m
economic cooperation, development assistance,
and cultural and educational exchange. My
heartfelt appreciation goes to all those individu-
als and organizations in sh who have
been vital in Japan-related Jor their dedi-
cation o foster goodwill between our bwe
couniries. We will all join forces together and
continue our endeavors to bulld a more prosper-
ous Japan-Bangladesh relationship in the fu-

Ture,
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Yoshikazu K
Ambassador of Japan to Ba.ngladesh

Heartiest felicitations to His Royal Highness
Akihito, the Emperor of Japan on the
occasion of his Birthday
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