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Autonomy for Radio, TV

The Radio, TV Autonomy Commission entrusted
with the task of putting forward recommendations
for granting autonomy to the state-run Bangladesh
Betar and Bangladesh Television is expected to do
the job within the stipulated time of six months,
according to the commission's chairman. Three
months have passed since the Commission's incep-
tion and the progress in its works has been on the
whole satisfactory. We cannot, therefore, say there
has been inordinate delay in up the auton-
omy issue concerning the electronic media, but we
certainly feel that a beginning of the process in
practice, preceding the final and formal estab-
lishment of autonomy, is nowhere evident.

People wanted to see that, consistent with the
Awami League government's pledge, both Radio
and TV conducted themselves in a manner as to
give no cause for complaint that the present gov-
ernment pursued a policy in this regard even re-
motely similar to that of previous government. By
not delegating the responsibility and operational
freedom to the two media administrations so far,
the government has been doing harm to its own in-
terests and also to the media, On the one hand, its
credibility has suffered and on the other, the media
have failed to develop the independent approach
necessary for working in an environment of full
autonomy in the future. The aim after all is to
nourish professionalism.

It will be a great loss if the nt fails to
prepare the electronic media greater freedom
through the interim and tal And

the government does not need to look far for guid-
ance. It can very well take cue from the caretaker
government. Just recreate the norms and

of the caretaker government for both Radio and
TV. What the t needs to do is take some
immediate steps to grant functional autonomy to

radio and TV so that they can run their day to day
operation without Information Ministry's dic-

tates. This will prove the government's bonafides
on this matter.

As soon as the recommendations are submitted,
it must proceed with urgency to finalise the for-
malities and actually grant autonomy to the elec-
tronics media.

Delightful Disclosure

The much-awaited World Bank credit for im-

Dhaka's inc deteriorating water

supply situation has been sanctioned. The premier

money lending agency for the developing countries

around the globe will the brunt of a $213m aid

package marking a significant opening of gridlock

in external economic assistance for developmental
activities in desh.

The $175 ion Fourth Dhaka Water Supply
Project is bound to about a di le

m%mﬂ dga - c:fcct:dm slgl:iyf-
ume is to rise
m.;, but thg .pre acute thirst for pure,
water also looks destined to be quenched
considerably. The optimism around the project is
not generated merely because of the announce-

ment of a financial flow but more due to the
raisonne pattern of it. Its five components such as
the programme for institutional reforms, increase
in the capacity of current water production and
service extension, reduction in systems loss and
improvement of sanitation, technical assistance
for institutional development and technical assis-
tance for project preparation, makes it look like a
comprehensively fool-proof plan that promises to
leave a lasting and healing touch on issues ranging
from supply to sewage.

If the water project smacks spatial narrowness
in its area of concentration, the other part of the
credit announcement brooks no such urban
favouritism. Perhaps, more seminally attached to
the raison detre of an overwhel rural and
agrarian country like Bangladesh is the Second
tuads and Markets Improvement and Mainte-
nance Project. It is aimed to help boost rural em-
ninyment and incomes and reduce rural erty by
establishing an improved, sustainable rural
transport and infrastructure. In a country
bedeviled by the mﬁ:nes of nature and corruption
the word 'sustainable’ is of utmost importance and
no doubt project’'s accent on the word only echoes
its soundness. Imagine the effect of 6000 culverts
in networking 10500 kilometre of rural roads and
the subsequent salutary touch on our economy.

“hile the ameliorative ends of the financial
flow will need some time to spring in reality, it has
already [givcn a ready slgna.r regarding the confi-
- :ice of international donor agencies in the pre-
sent government of Sheikh Hasina's Awami

League. For developmental activities to get a spurt,
this confidence is Eaacntlal o 2

Woman-bashing by Fatwa

A women's rallir organised by Mahila Parishad's
Dhaka chapter last Wednesday at the Ramna
Greens called for government action to resist the
woman-bashing fatwas. Ordinarily such fatwas
constitute an incitement to commission of violent
offences and violation of human rights. No doubt
these are a fit case for the government to deal with
an iron hand. And that is possible keeping itself
perfectly bound by law. But is it desirable that gov-
ernment do it alone and only through use of state
power? e

Perhaps not. This social menace must first be
fought on the social plane. Without such actions
pre the ground for the government to step in
and act — imposed action from above will not only
fail to have the desired bite but may also generate
counter-resistance by the criminals, mounted in
the name of protec religion.

It can be said with a certain amount of confi-
dence that ution of women in the name of re-
ligion will be a thing of the past and be-
come completely irrelevant in the world beyond
2025. But that prospect will not help the tens
?ﬁe thousands uﬂﬂcthnu who will ha;;_tbuuﬂ’cred in

meantime. A gritty programme uilding so-
cial resistance, not only by NGOs but wnlgen'l
gxp.uweﬂumm‘umd.mll, the political par-
_ﬂﬂlheﬂmemiezofﬂnlahlurdgmder-
udice crime much 2025. If, however, so-

continues to be as as it has been so
far, the will remain behind that date
anicd be a hard-to-beat on this nation's

puac. with the pressure to be fit for the new -
Lnium.
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T this moment, when my
mind is filled with
convocation thoughts, |

tics as a flerce
ours, claimed many sacrifices,

university convocation being
one of them. Al some point in
the middle of the year nineteen
seventy-five the parti-coloured

foaee. went ai bisck ansY trs-

formed herself into an all-

.+ devouring monster. Convoca-

tions were but a minor sacrifice
compared to the priceless
social, cultural and. not the
least, tical values that lay
ted at her feet.

Now ;.: put in their
E -

in
and her victirn some ten years
earlier, when the graduates of
Dhaka University, assembied
in the convocation pandal. re-
fused to accept their certificate
from the hands of Monem
Khan The university authori
ties had falled to gauge the
depth of resentment which stu-
dents in general felt against a
nor they looked upon as
Centre's stooge in East Pak
istan. The convocation was
foiled amid rowdy scenes. The
governor weari the gaudy
robe of a chancellor had to go
away disgraced and humiliated

has, in this land of

Convocation Thoughts

Mwm-ﬂﬂﬂnﬁcmmﬂmﬂtﬂfﬁtwwd“
in the field of higher education and will be taken as a confirmation of the end of

and he never forgot the insult.
During the thirty years that
followed. that is till to-day,
counting the number of years
multipied by the number of
universities and institutions
where they have ee award-
ing ceremonies rably to be
aced by Lhe presence of the
/the President. the
number of ential convoca-
tions would easily exceed hun-
dred and fifty. but the number
act held between all the

universities would be hard

itics or itical cul-
ture lhn':otll pdhlc for this

state of affairs | have ted as
a terrible in black
with an Insatiable thirst for
blood The convocation | paint
as a white maiden. that Hes
slain at the foot of the
in black. the protruding red
— is there alao a chain of

sku rmndml‘:'ﬂ mtthl wonder
oy .-I“lll‘ ihl'dil nature.
The black has. some-

times. for a change, worn white

but never for and never the
pure white which only maidens
Wear

disorder in the wider field of politics.

| have on m{ shelves the two
volumes of Dhaka University
convocation hes It is im-

posaible (0 read the speeches, or
even to turn the casually,
-ﬂhouthcmmuudnt
the absence of a good number of

speeches delivered by the dis-
tinguished guest s s. The
editor says that the strar's
record room couldn't provide

those missing speeches. [t gives
P ASSI

FALLEEY

a_sorry picture of the records

office the callousness of the

sSOns re sible for

the records. The volumes wou

have been immensely richer
with those missing = hes
But even with this lack of com-
pleteneas. the two volumes
evoke an ear of sanguine h :
of achievements by scholars
and researchers like Satyen
Bose and G( Ghose an era
marked by dreams and visions
which the young and vibrant
university of Dacca held out for
all in those days: One {s sad as

N G
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one reflects on the end of those
dreams and visions No one liv-
ing then could that the
same others that
would swell the number in fu-
ture could go on as actually

have, lving and Hving
for years on end. without a con-
vocation.

th;llhﬂw. lcn:nrdl:(tu
ing to hold its first

in its twenty-five i’tm life.
Great news indeed! In recemt
weeks, one or two such cere-
monies have been held and the
President, as the Chancellor.
has graced them by his pres-
ence. After these small but aus-
icious beginnings. the Ja-
1angirnagar convocation will
be the first fjif] event: in so
many years of bleak disorder
Will it signify the return of or-
der. of purposeful rsuit of
academic goals is the thought
that will agitate a thousand
minds

omy and sense.
The J=Ilh-
vite Zia for the occa-
nth:m:tmdqz sion and to seek his consent.
proaches. | look back to met him and made the reguest.
&lm.'rhutmm on behalf of the Syndicate. He
of political stability re- mdmmm
turning. at least an illusion of Sattar who, under a
gaining a kind responsibility
which it is well-nigh ?h:mﬂuﬁhﬂhlﬂ
bie for soldier presidents to do remained the Chancellor. and
in a country not acclimatised to was he whom we wanted as the
army culture. In Pakistan. | Chancellor. He saw my point
have noticed this difference: o and agreed. So we were going to

in Bangladesh, never, tions. Since then we never
s Ith!tl:fth:hﬂ moment when a convocation
so many years of our inde- could be seriously considered.
pendence. Regularly held convoca
Torevert. In 1982, we in the tions. as when the process
university felt that. considering starts. will signify the end
the political climate then pre- mﬂmﬁm
vailing. a convocation was a the of higher education
distinct possibility. Commit- and will be taken as a confir-
tees were formed We deliber- mation of the end of disorder
ated on the design of the gowns. the wider field of politics. With
and decided on a fresh and in-  the goddess of politics changing
novative We got the haaspuiandd:mmm
of our desig wre o more sacrifices, there be
the convocationn  in the a return of convocation which
open or under a roof” Perhaps is the ing ritual in the
in the only available built en- academic of a univer
closure — the gymnasium. We My convocation though
regretted that it was not. due to #;ym wings of hope

APEC Summit and WTO Rumblings: A New

N Manila, the leaders

from the ] 8-member Asia

Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum met,
lllkcg :Rd dispersed, I:;il
month. er a
m“um—pmm:mﬂ.
officially called the Manila
Action Plan for APEC (MAPA).
This plan conveyed their
‘historic’ agreement to f(ree
trade amo the developed

countries by the year 2010 and
by 2020 for the rest. It also

included a firm commitment by

the APEC leaders (o start tear-
ing down trade barriers from
January next year, and a "sur-

okt Eﬂlﬁuﬂtﬂtﬂlm

igh-tech computer-related
trade that the way for
adoption of the same by the
128-member World Trade Or-
B Siaapare o the s
in

of December. This undoubtedly
provided President Clifton to

achieve a victorious home-run

"(to borrow a jargon from US
baseball game), to carry on his
economic mission,

Clinton's "Trade Coup'?
In recognising the impor-

- tance of the information tech-

nology in world trade, the APEC
summit has greatly boosted

WTO efforts to conclude an in-
formation technology agree-
ment by the W"I‘D-?;ngapurt
meeting. Although it fell much
below the expectations of Clin-
lon's p for zero tariffs, it
was definitely a surprising
‘trade coup’ by Clifton despite
l.hli;acl that at first it ap

to be opposed by the majority of
the AP mmbgfrs- But}%m}lun
again proved his successful
maneu power to win the
opposition and bring them in a
row to adopt the US initiative to
"substantially reduce” tariffs on
high-tech products including
computers and semi-canductors
by year 2000. Thus America
used the APEC forum to re-
inforce American ers ac-
cess to the Asia-Pa markets
coveri the APEC region.

Hence foremost
for the developing nations of
this is to weigh and as-

certain what ultimately they
gain and what they lose.

In short; who gains more at
their cost: holding a rosy pic-
ture before them. re may be
many ifs” and "buts” to be con-
sidered by them to finally settle
down on what is beneficial to
them, both industrially and
commercially. Asia P re-
gion countries are no more so-
called poor nations to be taken
for granted. The West has re-
alised it and that is why they
are busy in making such moves
to make a 'common cause with
them. But all that glitters is not

ﬁ:d. That is why Malaysian
me Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammed, known as Asia's most
out- and not
much liked by the West for
his t talks,
his | tion some of
the

- [ —— -
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Sir, My attention was drawn
i il el e
Lit “History . Spawns
the Truth” in the DS on the 14th
of December. 1996, The writer
says, "People. especially those
born after 1971 were not al-
lowed to deep into the true
records of the independence
movement lest they discover
the truth and thus smash the

planks of false ses upon
which many of the so-called
history makers survived." He

then goes on to describe in a few
lines the 1]-point movement
and names the "heroes” all of
whom belonged to the Students

that everyone should have their
true place in history, and so he
s have listened to his own
SEeTrTnon. -

The 11-point movement was
un in its character in that
it was un at that time.
Its architect was the General
Secretary of DUCSU at that
time, Nazim Kamran Choud-
hury, who belonged to then no-

| torious NSF. | say this not be-
cause Kamran Choudhury is my
husband, but because as a stu-
dent of the university at that

week

Trade Game 1n the Offing?

In whichever way it is interpreted, the role played by the developed countries at the APEC
Summit, has shown that their new move is a part of a 'new trade game' that they have been
playing to rehabilitate them economically in the flourishing and booming Asia Pacific

region, writes AM M Shahabuddin.

Mahathir's Reaction on
APEC "Coercing"

Mr Mahathir accused tLhe
APEC forum of “coercing” the

less countries to free
trade their ca .
He also alleged that was

"too much atlention” to
alisation than devel-

trade

uznmt cooperation By raising
the problems to be faced by the
less countries against
the countries, Ma-

hathir has touched the right
chord. Actually. the AP
Manila Summit has proved to
be more prone to tow the line
shown by the coun-
tries, including USA. Canada
and Japan. In whichever way it
is interpreted. the role played
atht developed countnies at
APEC Summit. has shown
that their new move 'Ilhl of
a ‘new trade game tha
have been to
lale them economically in the
flourishing and booming Asia
Pacific region in order to ex-
ploit their vast economuc re-
sources and cheap manpower
under the cloak of trade liber-
alisation and tariff cuts. Does it
herald the arrival of a new
modern-day Trojan horse' at
the gate of the iNg coun-
tries of Asia? It reminds us that
“a big fish always eats the little
fish”. or as the old adage says

G - i
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Perhaps a new storm is
b over Asia Pacific re-
m though it is not a new
. as the region has weath-

ered such ro weather
d the last three centuries
or so. As the events cast

their shadows before, indicat-
ing either an welcome feature or
an ominous . 80 is the case

with the Mulunational Invest-
ment ﬁm&mnt (MIA). a brain-
child the European Union
(EU). which is now before the
lhrulm l’uri_ atﬂ:pum- The main
t o ro agree-
ment is that mdmuntry
should treat the foreign in-
vestor and his investment op-
erating in its territory in the
same way as a domestic in-
vestor or firm. When the MIA
idea was first presented to a
mﬂ ing countries in
in 1 . It was
nnlcf Er India. Later,
an alaysia joined India, to
oppose the proposal, while a
number of devr.lnplrég coun-
tries, including Egypt. and
Tanzania. are ‘concerned’ by its
implications. If WTO succeeds
in going ahead with the pro-
posal, it would have damaging

eflects on the local iIndustries in
the dmlnplnt countries A
WTO analyst. Stella Mushiri,
commenting on the WTO pro
posal, has rightly sald —~ "l
means you actually give up your
sovereignty.”

The other snag is West's in-
sistence on r labour stan-
dards in the coun-
tries which consider such a
move as a clever device by the
Wesl to cripple the economic

of t Courn-
tries. by checking the low of
their cheap products from these
areas. [t would be totally unre-
alistic to compare labour stan-
dard of a developing country
with that of a deve courn-
try. It is interlinked with the
over-all economic development
ol a count Whiat was the
labour standards of the Euro-
waee (bey hasl (5. paas
to
through a long process of iIndus-
trial revolution to reach the
present stage? From the seven-
teenth century to the end of the
nineteenth century the labour
standards were nothing but in-
human The change for the bet-
ter was not brought about by a
iIC wand or a state decree
overnight. As Rome was not
built in a day, as they say. the
West should not try to impose
their labour standards on the
developing countries. It will be
balancing itself in due course
through a reasonable period of
processing. 50 the Western in-
dustrial countries: shouldn't
creale a ‘bogey : by playing the
labour’ card, to push back the
industrial progress so far
achieved by the Third World
countries, particularly the
Asia-Pacific region.

Let the labour question re-
main the ‘baby’ of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
(ILOJ. and it would be sheer folly
on the part of the industrially
advanced countries to snatch it
from ILO and hand it over to its
‘'surrogate mother’ WTO. It was
better late than never that the
West realised it.

West Wants to Regain
'Lost Territories'
In fact, the West wants to 're-
gain' their ‘lost territories’,
which they had ruled and con-

trolled economically, politi-

cally and militarily for the last
three centuries or so, through a

E::r Illlgnhicrhﬂanim called 'mar-

isation’. 'Improve-
ment of labour mndard‘;' and
tea down of tariff walls.
The West has now realised that
emerging Asia has grouped up
with tremendous economic po-
tentialities in the fields of

= =

cominerce and industries Ac
cording Lo a recent APEC

the economic rowih ut!.
a members ol APEC forum
would remain "robust” in the

1997 after growing al an aver-
age rate ol lour per cent this
year. Even a decade ago. In
1985, Asia-Pacific region ac-
counted for approximately 60
per cent ol 'm GNP and 40
per cent of the world's foreign
trade. The coaslal areas of
China are reported to the
among the f[astest growing
economnies in the world today.
Seeing Lhe upsurge in Asian
economic growth, a Canadian
analyst recently remarked that
‘while high unemployment
lingers like a curse in Canada
and USA, Asia is riding out the
recession in style.” It's true as
Asia s economies are
nearly seven times faster than

the West. The poor Asian coun; -

tries which were regarded by the
West a few years back as

more than economic backwa-
ters.” have bounced back as in-
dustrial power houses, raising
eyebrows in the West.

Asia's Economic Success
Asia's economic success has

turned the entire region into
one of the world's largest pro-

duction centre as well as a hu
consumer market and the West
has had to suffer a lot as the re-
vion is 'no longer dependent” on
them. as 60 per cent of Asia's
trade now circulates within its
own boundaries, giving a
healthy boost to South-5South
trade. And that's why Asia was
free from the fall-outs of the
West's recent recession. So the
Asia-Pacific region effers, on
one hand, a ready-made con-
sumer market because of the af-
fluence that its industrial
progress has brought, and, on
the other, the availability of
cheap manpower that turns
over industrial products at a
much cheaper cost. Naturally,
the West is extending its hands
to this region. following the
time-honoured dictum: "Put
your hands where money lies".
The West, therefore, wants to
make hey [not while), but wher-
ever the sun shines. And in this
new trade game worldwide,
America; being the only politi-
cal as well as economic super-
power, has taken its 'legitimate’
role, to juxtapose its position
and influence, as recentl
shown both at the Manila AP
Summit and Singapore meeting
of WTO ministers.

Trade Game and USA

This US-led role to revitalise
and rehabilitate the falling

=

time | was a witness to Lhe
events,

Kamran Choudhury's task in

formulating the 11-point and in
forming a united students
movement led by the Central

Students Action Committee was
doubly hard. First he had to
convert his own party, the NSF,
into withdrawing its support to
the Muslim League government
of the time, then convinc-
ing the other student parties
(each in conflict with the other)
that time was ripe for a move-
ment. This must be seen in the
backdrop of the tod. Ayub
Khan was celebrating his
Decade of Reforms and political
movement was almosl non-ex-
istent. It was after months of
ations that the NSF. the
Students League, the EPSU
(Menon) and the EPSU (Motia)
g:t t her and formed the
entral Students Action Com-
mittee and put forward their 11-
t charter. The members of

he committee were Tofael
Ahmed (VP-DUCSU), Nazim

Kamran Choudhury (GS-
DUCSU), Abdur Rouf and
Khaled Mohammed Ali

(Students League), Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik and Shamsus-
doha (EPSU-Motia), Mustafa
Jamal Haider and Mahbobullah
(EPSU-Menon). Fakrul Islam
Munshi and the late Mo-

hinmmed Ibrahim [NSF).

The 1 1-point movement had
many other heroes like Asad
who laid down their lives for
their country, and this move-
ment, like our liberation war,
did not belong to any one party.
It seems that it is still too early
to write our history.

Geeteara Safiya Choudhu
Satmasjid Road Y
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Visa difficulty
Sir, It is understood from the
Christmas letter sent to me by
Father R W Timm CSC that his
visa difficulties still exist. I
uote from his letter: " J visa
ifficulties continued during
the year, with one re-entry in
every three months. My visa
expires on November but |
have an assurance from the
Home Minister that this time it
will be regularised and [ will
the normal kind of visa in a
days.”

Father R W Timm. an
American citizen, has' been
living in Bangladesh for the
last several years. He is popular
here as a teacher, scientist. so-

cial worker and a human rights
activist.

i

He has so far written a
number of books. At present he
is working on the composition
of a book titled "Sr:rnu of
Social Action". About this
book. Father Timm writes: " _....
I found it too difficult to write

since Caritas wants a treatment
which will embrace people of

all faiths. That is much more .

difficult to write than a

Christian Spirituality of Social
Action.”

Well. | would sincerely -

t Father Timm to consu

ks on spiritual aspects of
social action by Islamic schol-
ars and scholars of other reli-

s0 that his may con-
n universal thoughts and

views on the subject for serving
greater causes for humanity.

M Zahidul Haque

sh Agricultural
Irutitutt

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka
1207.

I ‘that

. deal, is bow the Canadian gov-

economy of the West, is not a
new thing — it is a process being
lollowed them in some form

or other, It can be recalled here
how this trade game was
played by USA when the North
America Preferential Trade
Agreement (NAFPTA) net was

cast around Mexico and
Canada, opening the door for
others from Latiln America to

follow. But the ltl'l.ﬂLFc thing is
this that while the US govern-
ment was this subtle
move in this new . there

were more powerful lobbies that

Canadian free-trade advo-
cate Don Etchison,
on NAPTA. l:h.ld that it "is
pooling or sharing
ty.” 1t would, utmmn

Elnyecl covertly, led by so-called

S 'money-bags’, like David surren "sovereignty on
Rockfeller and former US Sec- the control of foreign investors”
retary of State, H:nr}' in the countries.
Ki . who is known as a That is why the deve
Rockfeller family protege.” A  countries opposed tooth
prominent Canadian colum-  nail recently the WTO

nist, in a write-up in 1983 said on unfettered fore
‘a compelling +— ' and
largely untold — story of the

North American f[ree-trade
ernment allowed itself to be

sweplt up into the empire- ?tl'e And it was a great victory
building plans of some of the Ior the develo countries
most powerful people in the When the ones

world.” And, acc to the
columnist, these "most power-
ful people" included. among
other magnates, David Rock-
feller and Kissinger, owner of L
Kissinger Associates, with its
clients like American Express

Chase Manhattan Bank. "They Stand of the

all drink from the same Iries against the so-called
source,” he added. The colum-  "sharing ty” theory.
nist also pointed out that these However, the question of
‘most powerful” men organised  "sharing sovereignty” would
a whirlwind tour by the then continue to haunt the develop-
President Bush and his Vice- ing countries until WTO, domi

President Dan Quale; to drum

up support for NAPTA countries, come down further
- 1 on -
Kissinger's 'New World f'l ol “I‘E“ ]“Im“ el o
Order’ investment plan. This was

echoed by the leaders from the
developing
statements at the WTO
There were much noise of
grumblings and rumblings
voiced by the

tries. They were

hensive of the proverbial
"Greek gifts.”

The analyst observed that
the NAPTA move by USA was "a
art of a larger plan for US
emispheric l‘u‘:Frnony“ which
Kissinger calls "a revolutionary
cnnu:rl...l New World Or-
der”. It gradu IFV unfolded that
the ‘genesis’ lor the much
drummed-up NAPTA lied in

Buchwald si35%
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The Senior Skies

T isn't that you can't go home again — it's just that it's
tting tougher and tougher, for senior citizens.
was flying home from Florida the day before Thanks-

giving and n that everyone on the plane was over 70. The
man sitting next to me might have been 75,
“There are a lot of senior citizens on this plane.” | remarked.
"Yup.” he said. " is going to visit a relative for

Thanksgiving. Only the folks have the physical strength to
time.”

travel at
“You're t. While you're chewing vour fingernails on the
ane, the s and the ildren are snug in front of the
for the seniors to in front door.”
. "Not one of my children knows how to change

ace
ch
flights in . I'm proud to say that ours is the last -
tiu;nﬂ %-m-mmmmm
| t [E]

"Do you think that the children are aware of what all the

ts on this have gone through to get to other homes
the holidays?"

"I doubt it. *T'll be lucky to have my son and daughter-in-law
meet me at the airport.”

do the seniors do it?”

“To be with their families because their kids are not going to
fly an to see them. The children’'s rationale is that since
the old folks get senior citizen discounts on air fares, it's to the

ly's advan to have the parents do the flying."

notice that many people boarded the plane in
wheelchairs.” o =

They're the toughest the tough. Don't take their seat
mistake — you'll get a clout in the ear.”

"1 guess if it wasn't for the seniors there wouldn't be a holiday
season any more.’

“It's true. All the family used to come to our house | liked

mt“mmm
: | wonder if theyre right.
his off-

L

standards”. It has proved the
coun-

countries in their

coun-



