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Prime Minister Shmkh Huuma addressing a seminar on 'Governance and Development.
South Asia in the 21st Century' organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International |

and Strategic Studies at its conference room in the city yesterday.

PM: Regional cooperation
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Dmluﬂﬂent efforts, she
said, are of any meaning
wi t taneous partici
T et miun pericon

"It i;[ ::.‘lentl;l;unat: that the
spirit o r is not yet
firmly woven m“ﬁ: fabric of
our uuciety Development will
take its own roots only when
we can make politics revolve
around development.”

The minister said al-
though her government as-
sumed power only six months
ago, hut had adopted courses of

action for ensuring gover-

Ghali1 welcomes
water treaty

UN -General Bou-
tros Boutros-Ghali has wel-
comed the waler
treaty between India

Bangladesh on December 12 in
New Delhi, reports UNB.

A statement issued by his
spokesman said Ghali pays
tribute to the Prime Minister of
India and Bangladesh on their
statesmanship and the spirit of
friendship and Lﬁmd ntl h
bourliness that had
played in signing lhe lmpurtanl

e

e UN Secretary-General
his sincere hope that*

the treaty would be imple-

mented in the spirit in which it

was concluded to the benefit of

t.he of the two countries.

a PID handout.

Truce in CHT

From Page |
an Al. MP.

The two BNP MPs in the
Committee Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury and
Wahidul Alam were absent
from the dialogue.

The five-member PCJSS
leaders were flown to the circuit
house by helicopter from
Dudukchhari bordering village
at 10:15 am.

They were flown back to
their destination at 3:30 pm by
the same helicopter

Abul Hasnat Abdullah and
other members of the National
Committee gave a hearty send-
off to the PC.JSS leaders.

The PCJSS leaders were seen
waving hands cheerfully while
boarding the helicopter, wit-
nesses said.

The last dialogue was held
under the previous government
* on October 25, 1995.

To institutionalise democ-
racy. she said steps have been
taken to make parliament the
focal point of all activities.
Members of parliament, and
rot the ministers, were made
chairmen of the parliamentary
standing committees.

She listed certain reform
programmes undertaken by the
mment and said adminis-
trative reform commission,
anent law reform com-
mission and advisory commit-
tee on ulture would help
democratise the administrative
machinery. the electoral pro-
cess, mass media and other in-
stitutions.

Hasina also mentioned the
formation of a committee with
the task of presenting recom-
mendations for granting au-
tonomy to radio and television,
and ol a commission on local
government to revitalise the lo-
cal government institutions.

to economic agenda,
she said some constructive
measures undertaken by the
E&ﬂtmm:nt were appreciated

h at home and abroad.

These, she said, were formu-
lation of new industrial policy,
creation of opportunities for
local and foreign capital in-
vestment. development of pri-
vate sector. procurement of
modern technology. enactment
of laws lpcrmilting establish-
ment o rivate EPZs and
avoidance nf double taxation.

12 hurt as students,

police clash
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Dec 21: Twelve
people. including three police-
men, were wounded as a group
of agitated students ol Rajshahi
College fought a street battle
with police today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said some exami-
nees who appeared at honours
and masters examinations un-
der National University in
December last year were en-
raged as police tried to clear
road barricades put by them in
front of the university college at
11 am.

The students were st
the agitation demanding publi-
cation of their exam results
without further delay.

Al one s ., at about noon.
police resorted to lathicharge
and teargas sh on the agi-
tating students to c the road
barricade.

& headmasters concerned.

DFP-29272-17/12
G—1944

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Directorate of Primary Education
Bangladesh, Dhaka

Notice

Like every year, the programme of free distribution of text
books among primary school students has started also for
1997 academic year. These books will have the words "for free
distribution” printed on them. Printed on superior quality
paper at a very high cost these books are suitable for longtime
use. It has been observed through experience that these books
after being used by students, remain quite in good condition at
the end of the year. So, like other years, the policy to
distribute old books alongside the new ones has been taken up
for the year 1997 too. This time one old book each to the
students of Class I & II and two old books each to the student
of classes III, IV & V will be distributed. The new & old
books distribution policy has already been sent to the officers

Students of such educational institutions as not deemed
eligible to get free text books, can purchase the books on cash
payment from National Curriculum & Text Book Board,
Motijheel, Dhaka and Board appointed agents/dealers at district
level. These books will have the sale price printed on them.

Illegal collection, hoarding a sale of free text books are
prohibited by law & punishable offence. Book selling libraries
are cautioned to refrain from collection & sale of books with
the words" for free distribution” printed on them. All

concerned are requested to keep a vigil in this regard.
Assistant

— PID photo

2.4 pc decline
in import LCs

By Staff Correspondent
Oﬁ'l ng of Letter of Credit
(LC) import during the first

four months nl the current fis-

cal declined ﬁ 2.4 per cent

(-omplred to t

[::.:"d of the last m said a
1 LCs opermd d
mport urln]

the riod under review were

worth Tk 8839.87 crore, 2.40
per cent less than the corre-

sponding period's 9247.42

crore.
The decline is mainly due to
87.73 per cent leas ains
impurl during the . the
Bank said.
However. im LCs for

items other than foodgrains
went up by 9.36 per cent mainly
due to increase in im of in-
dustrial raw materials and in-
termediate .

The highest amount of Tk
2287.12 crore worth of LCs were
opened for import of textile
fabrics and accessories for
garments.

Some other major items
against which LCs were opened
d the period are: rice Tk
19.73 crore. wheat Tk 114.90
crore. sugar Tk 65.36 crore,
Ises Tk 110 crore, milk food

BB _BB crore. edible oil Tk 232
crore, oil seeds Tk 93 crore, raw
cotton and synthetic Tk 297 81
crore, drugs and medicine Tk
23.14 crore. machin Tk 622
crore and motor vehicle Tk
194.71 crore.

Nafis Sadik
arrives today

Dr Nafis Sadik, Executive
Director. United Nations Bopu—
lation fund (UNFPA) and
Secretary General, United
Nations arrive in Dhaka today
on a five-day official visit. re-
ports BSS.

During her stay she is ex-
pected to call on Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina.

Samad Azad calls
on Mahathir

NEW DELHI. Dec 21: F
Minister Abdus Samad !
now here in connection with
the 17th SAARC Foreign
Ministers’ meeting. called on
visiting  Malaysian Prime
Minister Dr Mahathir
Muhnmmad at his hotel suite
ycaterda ports BSS.

The Eﬁn minister sta
with the Malaysian Prime

Minister for sometime and
handed over to him an impor-
tant message from Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina.

LGC
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respective electorate. the
SOUIces :
The Thana level body, which

is almost certain to be named
Upazila Parishad. would also

have similar rs and juris-
diction. The village lcw:l body
which might named

Grameen Parishad, wnuld have
Village Defence Party (VDP).
Chaukidars and Dafaders di-
rectly under its authority.

e commission was formed
on September 1 this year and
was scheduled to submit its re-
port to the Local Government
and Rural
Minister by December 5 last.
The commission has so far
studied a lot of materials on the
subject, visited some forei
countries to see for itself t
functioning of the local bodies
there and interviewed represen-
Latives of a cross section of our
ised to
sources

people and is now
write the report,
said.

Once submitted to the LGRD
minister, the draft report will
be produced belore the cabinet.
If agrmred by the cabinet, the

ministry would take ini-
tiative to draft two or three sep-
arate bills accommodating the
recommendations in the :

The chairman of the com-
missjion said that they would
try their best to submit the re-
port by December 31 "so that the
ministry can legisla-
tion in the H the recom-
mendations in th-e next session

of the Jatiy
The Sanm likely to
meetl sometime the first week of

L next month.

Development |

@he Daily Star

Stop repression on

Oppo sition: BNP

Hnnmm Hhutyan MP j’l"lltl’dﬂ}“
said the country's

would be meaningless unless
the interests of peasants were

prouctad reporis UNB

The independence of
Bangladesh has been achieved
through hrtnautvc na?.rlficcu
made t pc:unu e said
while addressi meeti
the Jativatabadi lhah
the BNFP central office

Bhuiyan alleged that the

e o

m h:ldd.
J;':fde. the price of fer-
tiliser has gone their

::Bnm’heuﬂtmlh

'ﬂ%""‘;’ﬂ

government to provide
m::nt- -rtth msccmrr fer-

Hedenmﬂufthc -
ment to stop r
hdu'llndwrhu'-nfﬂtm.
Krishak Dal and other front or-
ganisations.

“The government has started

repression on the tion to

hide its faflure in t sec-

tors.” he said.

Criticising the government

. for its plan to \m fertiliser.

Bhuiyvan sal normall

Bangladesh produces r.-nm:gl{

fertiliser that should meet

mestic demand and leave some
surplus for export

But the planned import, he
said. indicated that the much
needed -input was
it B e

The meeting of the Krishak

t
Dal hqn.nm executive commit-
tee ter mﬂrnmg
with its acting pﬂ;‘:yd:m
bubul Alam Tara in the l:hﬂ'

It was addressed,

din. Mirza Mamglr
Hossain Mojibor Rahman,
Ehsanul Kabir. Ahmed Ali MP,
Rashedunnabi Babu and Shah-
jahan Samrat.
The meeti
yesterday till |

was adjourned

am today.

Importers of reconditioned
cars evading VAT

Star Reports

A section of importers of re
conditioned cars are evading
Value Added Tax (VAT) while
selling their vehicles in the re-
taill market., accordin
sources in the National
of Revenue INBR).

The de.

mﬂm

due to ;rm;Thnk;mvnT
by such dealere. the bources
said. They also mentioned that
VAT on relail sale of ed
m:uﬂﬁwmdmhqm low
These dealers after import:
tn‘llwlv;mhlchn..l‘mrmdhlrl
register with the BRT

Road Tra rt

Authority) under individual
Nnames that those were
meant for use, not for

purpose. The vehi-
cles are then sold from the
showrooms and the traders ap
proach the BRTA and their
nwncr.h& in the
name of . thus shift-
ing the VAT onto them. the
sources said.

“Here. the buyer has no idea
that of the imported
reconditioned car is only being
transferred in his name from
another name. In this way the
irader evades the VAT under a
cover, an NBR official said.

VAT on retail sales of vehi-

cles was imposed in July this

The NBR in a recent notifica-
tion said that buyers who
t such vehicles from local
markets after July 28 this year
have to VAT receipts. Re-
ceipts be shown to any
t manned by VAT de-
::cﬂm on the roads. the notice
“Since July, we realised only
two lakh Taka VAT on car sales
in Dhaka division whereas a
rough estimate showed that
over two thousand recondi-
tioned cars were sold from the
city showrooms. On an average
seven to ten thousand Taka is
paid as VAT for each sale de-
on the price of the car.”
It was learnt that in July
last, the NBR. through a gazette

notification, vested in the

Clash over land
in Sylhet: 4 shot

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 21: Four people
including two children sus-
tained bullet wounds during a
clash over a disputed land at
Kuarpar area of the town this
morning.

The clash erupted when a
group of people resisted another

uE who were erecting a wall
on the disputed land. At one
stage, the latter up opened
fire indllcnnunafgclin Fn Erfm:h
four residents includlng a
woman of nearby houses were
wnundu:l police said.

ﬂ: ting information, po-
lice rushed to the spot and ar-
rested 18 young men. They also
recovered a revolver, a pipegun
neveral bullets and other lethal

BRTA the responsibility of rtr
l!—tmnﬁ:ﬂ ported vehicles on
ln.t\r'AT rerﬂpu

“This check-up Is on :
cable to commercial sa - and
subsequent registration. not for
import for private use.” said
another NBR official pointin
out that most of the commerc
importers with series ol [alse
declarations escaped unde
lected.

"When we go o a showroom
the owner says he Is only a bro-
ker. selling the cars on com
mission basis and the cars on
display belong to individual
importers ” sald an NBR offi-
Cclal.

When contacted, a sendor of-
ficial of the HRTA said thal on
receipt of queries from the NBR.
they checked their records and
found that every re Ilrlllnﬂ
was done alter veri
VAT position, particu .r!y
when the vehicles were sold by a
dealer

However, some other offi-
cials of the BRTA. NBR and also
some dealers and vehicle own
ers expressed their concern at
‘the way the NBR has chosen to
crack down on the tax evaders”

“Instead ol reforming the
registration system and plug-
ging the . the NBR has
targeted the buycn who have

to do with the prob-
lem.” said an owner of an im-
p;::rl.ed reconditioned car in the
city.

An NBR official however
pointed out that most of the car
dealers are new-comers in the
business and in many cases
they want to avoid tax related
matters.

AG urges C’wealth states

Repatniate accused
in Bangabandhu
Murder Case

Attormey General Barrister K
S Nabi yesterday urged the
Commonwealth countries to
repatriate the accused persons
involved in the killing of coun-
iry's founding and national
leaders for the sake of estab-
lishing the rule of law and jus-
tice, reports BSS.

Participating in a seminar
on The Commonwealth in the
21st Century: Possibilities and
Ch s — Bangladesh Per-
spective.” the Attorney General
made a fervent plea to repatri-
ate those accused in the killing
of elected leaders and over-
throwing an established gov-
ernment.

Even in the absence of any
convention. the accused killers
of the founding and national
leaders of the country could be
repatriated under bilateral ba-
sis, the Attorney General said.

Organised by the Common-
wealth Society of Bangladesh,
the seminar was attended by
Home Minister Rafiqul Islam,
Bir Uttam as the chiefl guest
while State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury as the special guest.

$213m WB Credit

From Page |

The Bank saidﬁrodsulatlun
growth and limit nancial
resources had created severe
pressure on existing municipal
u-erv‘lccs including water sup-
l:: . sanitation, solid waste col-
ection, and drainage services
in Dhaka.

Only half of the city's
lation, or some 4.1 million, is
served by the water supply
tem while the remain r.x-'
pends on contaminated sources.
About two out of five people liv-
ing in urban areas have access
to sanitary waste disposal ser-
vices.

Because of the limited sew-
erage systems and inefficient

tary waste dis facili-
ties, untreated or treated
domestic sewage is a major
source of water pollution and
waterborne diseases.

The aim of the Roads and
Markets Improvement and

Maintenance is to
boost rural em t
incomes and reduce rural

poverty by establishing an im-

roved, sustainable rural
ransport and trading infras-
tructure.

"Roads and waterways are
the arteries which feed the
heart of the rural econom
the markets," says project ulr.
manager Thampil Pankaj, a

} principal transport specialist

at the World Bank.

The project will work both at
Lthe national level and in a pro-
ject-specific %engraphic area
which covers 14 out of 64 dis-
tricts, including six districts in
Dhaka area and eight in north-
west region.
Under the nationwide ruraf
structures component, the pro-
ject will build, through com-
munity participation, about
6000 culverts and small bridges
alorg Wwill uur‘plemcnlarg
:lrthwurl:n which will fill ex
isting gaps of about 10,500
kilometre of rural roads and
make them passable year-
round.

This component will partic-
ularly emphasize local partici-

tlilion uﬂ: of labour-intensive

nologies, and employment
of landless poor and disadvan-
WOITIET) .

In the main project area,
feeder roads connecting impor-
tant rural markets to the re-
glonal road network will be u

with l-mnll . cul-
veris, tree p o:f ide
the roads lru:l r safety im-
provements, and a planned
maintenance system will also
be set up.

Both the credits will be at
standard IDA terms. The water:
supply Erujrﬂ credit will ma-
ture in ears while the road

project credit in 35 years.

hlhral’
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—_ﬁlo-conﬁdcnce 1

motion against
Nepali govt

KATHMANDU K Dec 21:

leader of b

Nepal's main opposi-
tion today tabled a no-confi-

dence motion the gov-
ernment in the house of
parliament. state-run radio
announced AFP.
Theh-I ﬁ—mthwuid :
ment no it to e
more. It has {:ﬂi .n.:.

Eett.“ sald Man Mohan Ad-
ikarl, leader of the Nepal
Communist Party United Marx-
ist and Leninist (NCP [IML)
Discussion of the motion
will continue Monday and vot
ing is r:rrrtrd either Monday
or Tuesday after debate with
rime minister Sher Bahadur
Jeuba
The tabling of the motion
was delayed loday after pro-
government MPs dema the
upuiﬂun of two dissident MPs

| of o-India | Goodwill
Farhr fﬁr i

P

2 brothers held
for damaging
Bangabandhu’s

portrait

By Staff Correspondent

Two brothers were arrested
on charges ol ransacking a Juhn
League office and da

rirsits ol Bangaban
Sheitkh Mujibur Ra lnd
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
al Dayagan] under Sutrapur
thana In the city, police said
yesterday

Police ralded a house in
Day area and arrested Ja-

ﬂuh and his brother
‘ulun Friday afternoon

Police wsaid t were in-
volved In trading heroin and
acts ol terronsm i Lhe area.
Jahangir. a fugitive was
wanted in a ﬂumh]r_'r k::-l d;:m In-
cludi A cCase D pping
m l:dllh Demra thana, police

The two persons along with
some ol their accomplices had
ransacked the house of Alimud-
din, commissioner of Ward No.
76. at about 945 pm on Dec 10,
police said. Later, they entered
the Jubo League office, close to
the residence of the commis-

, ransacked it and dam

the aits of
h-ndh% the Prime
pﬂl.i%t reason behind the attack
on the commissioner's resi-
dence and the Jubo ue of-
fice could not be known imme-
diately. However, police clai-
med that the arrested persons
made the attack as the com-
missioner protested their ter-
rorist activities in the locality.

A case has been lodged with
Sutrapur thana in this connec-
tion.

Food poisoning

L]
Two die, 100 fall

- L
sick in Sherpur

SHERPUR. Dec 21: Two mi-
nors have died of food poison-
";ﬁ and about 100 people have

en sick after eating meals in
a Qulkhwani at a village in
Jhenigati thana on Thursday
night, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said today
residents of Bhaluka village be-
came sick one after another af-
ter having the meals of the
Qulkhwani of late Majid Ali.

An 11-year-old boy, Salam.
died on Friday afternoon while

eight-year- old Farooq this
morning.
Six others — Noor

Mohammad. 30. Kalam. 7.
Fakir Ali, 6. Iman Ali. 55,
Rajdwip Sarker. 5, and Moni, 6
— are undr:rgﬂing treatment at
Jhenigati thana health com-

plex.

Deve Gowda
From Page 1

the two countries.
“It will be predominantly a
oodwill visit to further cement
the friendship between the two
countries, fostered through the
Ganges water-sharing treaty.”
said a senior official of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The two prime ministers,
who initialled the historic
treaty on sharing the Ganges
water between Bangladesh and
India on December 12 in Delhi,
are expected to discuss water
management of the common
rivers when they will meet in
Dhaka.

Bangladesh, locating in the
delta of two international
rivers — the and the
Brahmaputra m COMIMOon
rivers with India.

The officials said the forth-
mmlnf summit meeting be-
tween the two leaders, which is
to deal with the entire gamut of
bilateral relations. would also
COVer. T al and interna
tional issues of common con-

Cern, st the backdrop of a
changed scenario.
(rowda, now the current

chairman of SAARC. will also
discuss with Hasina the future

and progress of the seven na-
tion forum.
Foreign Minister Abdus

‘I'iramﬁd Azad and Foreign Secre-

tary Farooq Sobhan, who went
to the Indian capital to attend
the just-conclu meeting of
S C ministers, are now fi-
nalising the details of the In
dian Prime Ministers Dhaka
trip.

- studying the pros

100 feared dead
in Chinese
bridge collapse

HONG KONG. Dec 21: As
many as 100 workers were
feared dead after a under
construction collapsed in
southern China. a Hong Kong

rrrnpap:rundtndﬂr:portn

L.Ihulm were to fin-

;hﬂ;m | 10-meter | foot)
in

in time thChmmﬂﬂ
Year February 6. said
the China News Service. an of-
ficial Chinese agency moni-
tored in Hong Kong_

It said deaths and injuries in
the Friday disaster were
heavy., but did not give a fig-
ure The English language Hong
Kong Standard said IW
were believed to have i

An official of the roads de-
partment in the nearby city of
Shaoguang reached by tele-
phone from Beijing. said the
tdeath toll has not reached 100

18 die in Saudi
bldg collapse

DUBAI Dec 21 M least 18
were killed and 15 were

injured when a four-stor
building collapsed in Sa
Arabia on Friday. a Saudi
newspaper said today. reports
Reuter

Rescue teams rushed to the
site to save residents tra
under the debris of the
in Yanbuon, the Red Sea coast.
the English-language Arab
News

it gave no other details.
Saudi officials were not imme-
diately available for comment.

Radio, TV

From Page |

government, There will be a
news policy, a law reform pol-

iqrind ylcnh! md

Th:_- commission il also
ts and
probable guidelines ng
up private TV and Radio sta-
tions. he said.

DUTA polls

From Page 1
Rashid ol Physics, Dr Hossain
Khan of Bengall. snd Prof Mah:
Khan of Bengali. and
fuzur thnun of Finance and
Banking have submitted their
nomination papers from the
Blue panel for the of pres-
ident, vice-president, general
secretary. joint secretary and
treasure respectively.

The member candidates
from this panel are DrAAMS
Arefin Siddique. Prol Abdul
Mannan, Prof Abdul Hakim
Sarkar. Prof Shahadat Ali,
Prof Shanti Nara Ghosh, Dr
Mahtab Uddin . Prof AB
M Mahmood, Prof S M Emamul
Haq. Kazi Afroz Jahanara, and
Sa_',rcd Gius Uddin Ahmed.

The candidates of the White
panel for the posts of :
vice-president, general secre-
tary, joint secretary and trea-
surer are Prof Yusuf Haider of
Physics, Prof Abul Bashar of
Biology, Prof Nazrul Islam of
Psycholo Waresul Karim
Bulbul of . and Dr Sira-
jul Islam of Management re-
spectively.

The member candidates
from this el are Prof Rahim
B Talukder, Dr Hninuddin
Khan. Dr Z N Tahmina
Dr Ishrat Shamim. Dr Sayedur
Rahman, Dr Sirajul Islam
Khan, Dr Amzad Hossain. Dr
Jahidul Islam, Dr Shafiqur
Rahman, and Dr Mohammad
Ahad Ali.

code.
He also the accused
for injuring wardens, ob-
i activities
and hing chaos in the
central jail.

Jail wardens quashed a
prisoners bid to revolt in jail
on Friday that left at least 10
security personnel and an un-
specified number of inmates
wounded

Meanwhile. officials at
Dhaka Central Jail said situa-
tion in the prison was normal
yesterday

36 Barisal jail
inmates sued
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Dec 2Z1: The dis-

the abortive jail revolt on
last.
Md Abdul Mannan,

] lor of Barisal District Jail.
a case with Kotwali thana
against the 36 hagjaties and
convicts, including JCD leader
Mahabubul Haq Nannu, today
Relatives the prisoners
were n:tnd allowed to meet them
today undertrial prisoners
were not produced before the
i " of
con
remadl on dt:t‘fnl:umdm
Barisal jail.

Jessore Jail
From Page |
prison n:hnlm.d stration would be
had been three rounds
of talks between rebel -
ers and the authorities
the windows of the jail with no
“hflhle results, an official

placed official
llld the ad-

considered. articularly
restoration of the 1991 ordi-
nance, would control the situa-

n:atcthdrﬂcw:tnthﬁrhd:r
ship in Dhaka, one of the lead-
ers said.

There are 2726 inmates in
Jessore Jail, of whom 1826 are
convicts. Fifteen of them are

life term and 22 are in

56 women are there.
includin 20 undertrials.
Besides, are four children.

Detenus under Special

Powers Act number 30 and un-
dertrials total 737.

Our Staff re-
ports from Khulna: The jailor
ofdmﬂmh'aldaﬂhuﬂhd

act:u Iﬂpnlnlmlim
rﬁtandcauﬂng

] worth over Tk

a

A source concerned said
most of the 40 accused belong to

a certain political giving
the lead in the :

15
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