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Emissary of junta makes |
contact with Suu Kyi

Ecuadorean rebel leader offers to mediate hostage crisis

Peruvian rebels free 38 more as

BANGKOK., Dec 21: An emis-
sary of the Myanmar military

« wnl has I:menI :m;.m
with opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi. but both sides de-
nded today that this was the
start of a dialogue between
them.

The emi told Reuter
from Y that a channel of
information flow' had been
opened between the State
Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) and the leader
EL the H“[;iull};lli‘lﬂr e for

However, he added: "It is
premature to call it the start of a
dialogue. In this way it is direct
and wl: dunl have to rely on

ty Secretary-General of
lhem U Tin Oo. confirmed
that a ument official had
ﬂnllcd u Kyi this week but
said the meeting was to clarify
the government request to her

“There is a linkage between
the SLORC and Aung San Suu
Kyi. A liaison officer came to
explain to her about her con-
finement to the house.” he said.
It is not opening of a channel

for di
Suu rlwhumrtlﬂud
after six of house arrest In

Ju . has

Hd: the SLORC to about
more freedom and democracy
in Myanmar.

But the SLORC has refused to
hold a with Suu Kyi
and her NLD, it had demanded
that talks be held t the
government appointed national
convention which is drawing up
a new national constitution_

Suu Kyi and her NLD walked
out of the convention iIn
November 1995

Political sources in Yangon
said they had herd rumours
that the SLORC and NLD had

— T ————— e o

envoys seek to end standoff

LIMA, Peru, Dec 21: Leftist
rebels [reed 38 more hostages
late Friday, including three
ambassadors. as diplomats
worked feverishly to end a
three-day s and win the
release of more than 300 digni-
taries still held captive, reports

AP

It was the largest group of
hostages freed by the Tupac
Amaru rebels since the early
hours of the crisis Tuesday
night, when two dozen rebels

stormed the embassy residence

during a birt party.
As the tm nndy hu:;ry
hostages were driven in

cles through police lines,

hostage Javier Diez Canseco. a

“The main me e is that
there must be a d e. We're
badly off.” he shouted in frus-
tration before being driven ofl
"We're upset and were tense. "

The statement urged the gov
ernment (o restore electricity
waler and telephone service to
the Japanese ambassador's
residence in Lima, where two
dozen rebels were holding the
remaining hnaia?l demand-
ing that some 300 of their
members be released from Pe-
ruvian prisons

Another of the released
host . 20-year-old business
8C student Jerico Camino,
warned the government h‘mt
raiding the embassy resi

outside as well as in. And |

think much more inside.,” he

said outside a fire station.
Camino said there had been
a lack of food. water and

days. ca

watch

jollowing the live, round-the-

clock coverage of their own
t

n -addllinn, a statement
faxed to The Associated Press

on Friday, apparentl the
Tupac Kvmaru rebe :rynup

threatened attacks on “other
key targets in the country™ if

Peru tries to forcibly take the
mission.

A local television station.

but that after lhcmlrlt
were allowed to
and are now avidly

the rebels showing
mﬂd men preparing for the
raid.
The three-minute t
showed men
= shirts and wool
caps over faces that

leftist C essman. read saying "it Id be hlmd meanwhile, hru-dca.n excerpts _
“‘::‘ ‘:‘ leave home without per-  heid I:l“:“ through a mediator | G000 0 he said was on 'blﬂl §. 5k o ; late Friday night from what it for the station. said he
Plssion. sl behalf of fellow hostages. “There would be casualties said was a pe made by the tape to be accurate but v Wt | Al
: — = s =~'-=- not say how the station ob- Italian fashion designer Valentino and German super-
Ghali calls for  Internet slammed e ronfirmed Ty couldnot | model Claudia Schiffer (R) arrive late on Friday at a movie
: : ' . ; The release of the 38 theatre downtown Rome to take part in the [tahan pre-
end to fighting as poison hostages at about 8 p.m Friday | miere of the film Evita' US singer and actress Madonna
R . . a male - - i
in SOmalla in ]ran from absociod covrirses il stars in the film as Evita Peron AFP/UNB photo

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 21;
The UN Security Council and
the UN chief on Friday called
for an immediate and to fac-

tpng! ) fehiog o BN148

pcc#:m a week, reports AFP.
calls were made in sepa-

rate statements issued by the
15-member council and out-go-
ing UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

The Security Council, which

expressed particular concern
lbuul the ht of the civilian
population. in a former state-
ment called on all Somali fac-
tions to work towards a politi-
cal settlement "and to start a
process of national reconcilia-
tion” aimed at establishing a
broad-based t.

Boutros-Ghali, who said he
was following developments
with "deep concern.” ur the
Somali leaders to show “politi-
cal wisdom and atriotism”

prevent re effnrtn to-
Fi h Ked th
ting has grip ¢
Somali capital M hu i
recent dayu in a flare-up nl’

clashes between militiamen of
Somali clan warlords.

Turk
Chinﬂe WS- 1 surface-to-

kil s (50 miles).
unnamed
the hllat:ra] deal, worth

to Turkey
that Turk
ganisation,

lasted through the night.

reports from Majuro.

S mjh

Turkea;nChina BIEII]:I

ed with China a

told Reuters the rebels, who say
commander Rizvon Sadirov, had agreed to release all 22
hostages after talks with government representatives which

A spokesman at Queen's Hos
that the South Pacific leader had
Kabua, 68, who was also Chairman of the South
had been medevaced to Honolulu by the US coast guard

TEHRAN. Dec 21: An lranian
Ayatollah on Friday slammed
the internet as a “poison” which
could harm moral values in the
Islamic republic, saying access
should be rutncted to scien-

Hltl ;?)on
unntely some offi-

cials have also been :;?n away
by the phenomenon do nnl

lhl::l L le.” A ¥ h
soni t atolla
hhmnlfd Jlmp said }'“ the
weekly Muslim prayers in
Tehran.

“Use of the Internet should
be limited to scientists and re-
searchers.” said Janati, leader
of the ultra-conservative wing
of the Shi'ite Muslim clergy in
Iran.

“We are nol against the sci-
entific use of the intermet but we
must be careful because it is

mn mun: d us than poi
lﬁ: opinions md

l.'l‘lﬂl'lll of the [ri.n.‘.nn people.,
he said.

Janati criticised defender of
the internet, saying it carries
l_l'im:rfrm:ngn;:thllr: songs and
!

arms deal:
tract to co-produce the

missile, which has a range of
sh press reports said Friday.

t offictals, the said that

. 150 million dollars and signed
recently, would include the transfer of some missile technol

. If confirmed. the deal would be the first arms de

. a2 member of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
as signed with China.

Tajik rebels agree to free h
Tajik government said yesterday that seven Unit

€8. The

Nalions

military observers and 15 others hostages seized by rebels
would be freed later in the day, Reuter reports from Dushanbe.
Amirkul Azimov, secretary of Tajikistan's Security Council,

ey are loyal to rebel field

[ ] [ ]
Marshal Islands President dies:
Marshal Islands President Amata Kubua died in a Honolulu
hospital Friday, family sources in Majuro said yesterday, AFFP

tal in Honolulu confirmed
ied but would give no details.
acific Forum,
in mid-

November after suffering chest pains and dizziness. He was the
island nation's first elected president in 1979 and had served
ever since.

Strong quake jolts Japan: 4 iy
strong earthiquake shook parts of east ceritral Japan on
Saturday morning. causing buildings in Tokyo to sway. but
there were no immediate reports of major damage or injuries,
AP reports from Tokyo.

The tumbler. which struck at 10:29 a.m. (0129 GMT), regis-
tered a preliminary magnitude of 5.5, the Meteorological
Cﬂ,ﬂﬂ said. The agency said the quake was centered 40

ometres (25 miles) eath the ground in the southern part of
Ibaraki prefecture (province), northeast ol Tokyo.

L] L L]
x-SSpamsh PM meets Milosevic:
Former Spanish Premier Felipe Gonzalez got straight to work
Friday, ml:tting opposition leaders and Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic juﬂt hours after arriving in Belgrade to hel
defuse a month-long crisis over alleged ballot-rigging,
reports from Belgrade.

The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) team Gonzalez heads was invited by Milosevic to review
the results of dis utcd November 17 municipal polls in an
attempt to head o sition . The official Tanjug News
Agency said Gunza ez and Milosevic held talks in “an

atmosphere of frankness and understanding,”

the Serbian

wt«.ﬁ

Brazil's ambassador to Peru, Luiz Cutinho Perez l-‘.lrd H} upﬂkn .lhruugh i muglphun!

after he and 37 others, including the ambassador from South Korea were released from
the home of the Japanese Ambassador by terrornists of the Movimiento Revolucionario
Tupac Amaru (MRTA) Friday in Lima. The terronsts seized the residence Wednesday and
are demanding the release of some 400 of their comrades from Peruvian jails in exchange

for the release of some 330 remaining hostages.

— AFP/UNB photo

inside the residence. All female
Wﬂ:lrrnl.hyhld o

Among those let go Fr
were the ambassadors of anlr

and South Korea — 11

ambassadors remained c :

Earlier report from fito
adds The leader of a group of
former Ecuadorean rebels pro

posed Friday joining with ex-

IFI'H”II rom Colombia to

lp mediate the hostage stand
off in Peru

Pedro Moncada, ex leader of
the defunct Alfaro Vive group,
sald former Ecuadorean guer
rillas should form a commis
sion with ex rebels from
Colombias M |19 Movement to
help resolve the Peruvian crisis

Alfaro Vive fought o over
throw Ecuador's democratically
elected government in the
| 40 b

The group disbanded in | 986
when Its members put down
Ltheir arma They tried unsuc
cessfully to form a legitimate
political party

Moncada's ofler came day af-
ter Ecuador President A.bt;lll
Bucaram backed off an offer

made by Foreign Minister Leoro

Talks fail to make any headway: Arafat

PA urges US to freeze loan
guarantees-to Israel

‘Patesanipn
officials d:ma:pd-d OB Eﬁdny
that the United States freeze its
loan guarantees 10 Israel in re-
sponse to the Jewish state's set-
tlement policy in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip. reports Reuter.
“We are undertaking a cam-
paign to confront the settle-
ment policy because this is the
main danger which threatens
us.” said Palestinian Planning
Minister Nabil Shaath after the
weekly cabinet meeting in Gaza.
We are demanding the
American administration stop
its loan guarantees to lsrael.”
Shaath said. adding: "We will
move in all directions to con-

front lsrael’'s settlement policy.”

israel raised Palesuupian ire
-'iH'r a decision last week to
gramd financial benefits. to Jew-
ish settlements in the West
Bank. The lIsraeli action fol-
lowed the killing of a settler
mother and her son by Arab

A White House s
said W on found the lat-
est policy on settlements a
complicating factor in peace
eflorts which have been stuck
on the long-overdue handover
of 80 per cent of the West Bank
town of Hebron to Palestinian
rule.

Israel’s relations with Wash-
ington reached a 35-year low in
the early 1990s over a settle-

pokesman

ment boont spearfieaded by
right- wins{ L.ikud Party Prime
Mipister Yitzhak ‘-‘:hamtr and
his Housing Minister Ariel
Sharon:

Former president George
Bush held up 10 bhillion 1n US
loan guarantees over the set-
tlement issue, awarding them
only after Yitzhak Rabin ousted
Shamir and Likud in 1993 and
froze new settlement building.

AFP adds, Palestinian Pres-
ident Yasser Arafat said on Fni-
day that negotiations on lsrael’s
long-delayed withdrawal from
the West Bank town of Hebron
had failed to make any
substantial progress.

US President Bill Clinton (R) and his wife Hillary (L) read Clement C. Moore's T'was the

' invasion here wit

Lankan troops
asked not to buy
postage stamps

from local outlets

COLOMBO, Dec 21: Sri
Lanka's army has warned sol-

diers deployed in the north not
to buy posiage from lo-
cal eutlets as some of them were

found coated with cyanide. the
Weekend Express newspaper
said on Saturday, reporis
Reuter.

Traces of cyanide had been
found in the gum on some of the
stamps, the paper said.

Soldiers deployed against
Tamil Tiger rebels were ad-
vised not to accept food from
the public to prevent guerrilla
attempts to poison them. the

paper said.
Panamanians mark
anniversary of

US invasion

PANAMA CITY. Dec 21:
Panamanians remembered the
seventh annivers of the US
a march
commemorating those who
died. reports AP.

President Ernesto Perez
Balladares declared a "civic day
of mourning and national re-
flection.” while the families of
the dead prayed and laid flow-
ers on victims' tombs.

About 100 people took part
in the march.

“We cannot forget such a
painful date in our history,
said Father Conrado Sanjur, of
the People's Coordinating
Council for Human rights.

Officially, 373 people died in

tion Just Cause, but some
family members accuse the gov-
ernment of having buried many
more in common graves.

On December 20, 1989,
American troops ousted dicta-
tor Gen. Manuel Noriega. who
had enjoyed US support for
man¥I yearn until his links to
South American drug lords be-
came an embarrassment.

Nun looking
thief!

NEW YORK: She looked like a nun. but police say she acted
like a thief. reports AP

Margaret Bridges. 65. was arrested Wednesday night for al-
krtﬂrhﬂpmthnﬂhc:u{t}ﬂnuﬂpuﬂchthnandmm
goods from Macy's rtiment store and a toy store,

Bridges is known donning a black nun's habit and pan-
handling across the street from Macy s. police said. She would
sit on a folding chair cwnt:lrﬁ beads on her rosary along with
the change she bummed ng shoppers

' way she was dressed and ing. she seemed harm-

idtown south Detective

lens.” said Capt Vito Spano of the

Squad
qu-!uf store security recently suspected a sinister side (o the sis-
ter telld police that shoplifters would leave bags of stolen
clothes. housewares and cosmetics with her for salfekeeping
while returning to the store for second helpings. In exchange,
she would keep something for herself
On Wednesda lainclothes co waltched as Michael
H{lrxﬂi{}hnr&- lgur 41. I.E:irlhrur:ﬂddluﬂuﬂ‘
al] edly lifted merchandise !rum Macy's and left it with
A nine-months Pﬂ: ant Ella James, 40 and her
r‘l.lu %trr Octavia Burgess. . also deposited a haul from a
Toys R Us, police lutd
The shoplifting suspects were arrested on charges of possess-
ing stolen pr y. larceny. the adults were also charged with
welfare of a child.

utuurgridgﬂ was collared for possessing stolen property.
!':irhr had no proof of a religious affilation.

'She just kept saying, "'I'm a missionary.” Spano said.

Costly Prisoner

JERUSALEM: Israeli taxpayers spend 500,000 shekels
(150,000 dollars) a year to keep Yitzhak Rabin’'s assassin in
prison, or 10 times what it costs to feed and clothe a regular in-
mate, the Prisons Authority said Thursday, AFP.

Yigal Amir. a 26-year-old former law st nt. is serving a
life term for the November 4, 1995 assassination of Rabin, at
the time |srael's prime minister.

Amir is held in a 16-square-foot (1.5-square-meter) cell in a
ward separate [rpm the other inmates at Ohalei Kedar Prison
near the town of Beersheba in the Negev Desert. He has his own
mﬁmm a separate room where he réceives visitors every two

Amir has a radio, but his request for a computer has been
denied. He has access to the prison’'s library, but has asked only
for religious books, said Iris Bieber, spokeswoman for the
Prisons Authority.

Bieber denied reports that Amir was served catered meals.
"Amir gets regular prison food,” she said.

Lingerie thief
caught at last

BANGKOK: Bangkok police have finally cracked the case of

the disap underwear, arresting a 51-year-old cook who
has been collecting other people's for two decades. the
Bangkok Post said Saturday, reports

Chuachor Nawamathiti was initially r.:aught with 10 pieces

of lingerie he took fmm a housing estat: in suburban Bangkok,

police said.
When they lat:r searched his home, the ice were taken
aback on discovering a collection of more t 1.000 under-

garments in eight cardboard boxes. The collection went back 20
years.
The post said Chuachor, who claimed to be merely fascinated

with lingerie, was being questioned on theft charges.
Stalin played positive
role in Russia's history!

MOSCOW: Nearly one-third of Moscow residents surveyed

believe Josef Stahn layed a positive role in Russia's history.
according to a 'pn eased Friday. reports AP.
But ha]f of the 1.529 people interviewed face-to-face in
Russia’'s capital said they did not like the Soviet dictator, who
ruled from 1924 until his death in 1953, the VTSIOM pubilic
opinion center said.

People older than 55 were three times as likely to approve of
Stalin than those under 25, it said.

Of the people polled, 31 per cent took a positive view of
Stalin, 50 per cent a negative view and 19 cent were unde-
cided. The survey had a margin of error of plus or minus 3.5 per
cent.

Older Russians with positive feelings toward Stalin tto
the Soviet Union's industrial development and victory in World
War Il under his rule.

night before Christmas as seven-year-old Daniel Raycrow (C) listens at the White House
in Washington Friday. Clinton read to a group of children invited to the White House
from Washington area schools. — AFPfUNB photo

stro an adding he hoped for an "impartial report” to correct
the "distorted image" five weeks of mass protests had given the
country.

UNSC slams Croatia for |
harassment of Serbs

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 21:

A Miami court convicted
Nortega on drug trafficking
| charges in 1992

But millions of people died in Stalin's purges and prison
camps. and in famines induced to force peasants onto mﬂgﬁw

farms.

Major appeals not to
throw him out

LONDON, Dec 21 : Prime  valuable: too important to all of

==F}

China moves to setup new legislature
for HK detying British, US protests

Croatian Serbs and in particu-

The Security Council on Frida lar, involvement by Croatian Minister John Major appealed us to be put at risk.” he added.
criticised Croatia for h!u'ﬂu-u:-r uniformed mili F and police SHENZHEN, China, Dec 21: ing the 400-member Selection car ng a protest banner to- mcasurc of acceptance in Hong | {, Britons on Fr‘ldav F;?:t to mw was speaking at the
ment, looting and attacks officials in a number of those | Defying British and US C.umnﬂttm that chose the new the nearby Chinese city of . analysts say it will have a | oW him out of office just be-  end ﬂf' a week in which unem-
agalnst its Ser ?npulauiun by incidents, the statement said. protests, China on Saturday be-  legislature, said only that it Shmzh:n har time dgajning credibility. cause it was "time for a changes” loyment fell below two mil-
military and police officials, UP to 200,000 Serbs fled g]:n setting up a new legislature  "will not have a long term,” and Shenzhen City Hall is where By hol the selection in | aner 17 years of Conservative F for the first time in six
réports Reuter, when Zagreb's troops recap- | that will abort and replace did not mention a juture elec- the Selection Committee was  Shenzhen, the Chinese man- Hale ris Bhecites years and the Paris based or-

tion.

China says the legislature
must go because it was elected
under reformed rules to which
it never agreed. Britain says
democratic development was
part of the 1984 deal under
which it to end 156 years
of colonial rule and return

In a statement approved by
all members and r at a for-
mal meeting, the council called
on Croatia to improve security
and establish in functionin
;:]mi:&'t system in th:;nrmcr Sm-h

eld areas captur Zagre
in the smmnu'pnf lﬁfﬂﬁb}’

It deplored the continued

tured the Serb-dominated Kra-
Jina region in two swift offen-
sives in 1995. Only a few Serbs
remained in the area and about
12,000 have been allowed to re-
turn.

aged to insulate themselves
from Hong Kong's sometimes
rowdy street politics. Qian said
it was sup to have taken
lace in Hong Kong. but
ritain’'s non-cooperative atti-
tude made that impossible.

With Britain's ests hav-
ing gone unheu:letfg::d the new

electing legislators to replace
the outgoing 60-member body
that was elected In September
1995, some by direct ballot,
some indirectly.

Of the 130 candidates, 34 are
members of the outgoing legis-
latures and 26 are [ailed candi-
dates from last year's election.

Majur who tradls badly in
the opinion polls, said victory
for the main opposition Labour
Party at the looming election
muld f!lmpardiur the economic
gainu s government had over-

ganisation for economic coop-
eration and development
Britain's economic prospects to
be the best in thirty ?Ell'l
Unfortunately HJ“:
who must hold a
tion by May there s scant ewi:
dence yet of the economic good
times translating into increased

Hong Kong's elected ammh
when British rule ends on Jul;
1, reports AP.

In so doing, China was court-
ing fresh accusations that it is
reneging on its promises to pre-
serve Hong Kong's democratic
rights. The big questions now
looming are how long the so-

The council said that a new

ert ar, Britain will go to
amnesty law for Croatian Serbs

polls, people will have their

failure by the government to Not wanted for war crimes was | called provisional legislature Hu&lﬂmftn China., The Democrats, Hong Kong's  body now looking a certainty. | gemocratic opportunity to de- support for his Conservative
safeguard property rlghlu of not helrg mplemented fairly in | will last, and when Hong Kong l;' British Foreign largest party, is boycotting the  attention is focusing on future |  i4e if they wish to do away Party.
Serbs trying to come back to either Croatia or in eastern will be a allowed to elect its suc- Secretary alcolm Rifkind npew legislature. tests of China’ !l lb'-l ty to toler- with the government that has Polls consistently show

their homes and said the gov- Slavonia, a Croatian province vowed to mobilise world The Selection Committee  ate democracy

enabled British people to build  Labour which has been in op-

ernment should "stop all forms currently under UN control. ‘mng Chee-hwa, the rotest, and the US State was set up by a China-appointed Dtm'ﬂﬂaﬂt Pll't!f leader their success or choose instead  position since I'aﬂi with a lead
of discrimination® against It also called on Croatia to who will head the t called the provi- panel working in secret from  Martin Lee said the new legisla- | (he policies of those who have  of at least 20 polnts.
Croatian Serbs in social bene- Cooperate fully with the UN war mﬂ rmment from -.luly sional lq:llllturr. Sunjustified nuuﬂmtmnl sent in by the ture would be Tung's Pfﬂ“f:# opposed all the ingredients of Major blasted L: ur for
fits and reconstruction assis- tribunal in The Hague. huproﬂmdltﬂﬂllllt and unnecessary.” : m?l public. It is domi- ground as chief “““““ Britain's success. the prime having opposed key privatisa-
tance. Thes-ecurity Council m one year and that a new one @ian dismissed Rifkind's m business Post-handover Hong nglun minister told businessmen in unn Mh.ngrs unton reforms

"Al the security situ- Croatia's human hts | be a elected, partially by direct laint as "a hll:kntgd WWH hﬂ Birmingham. central England. cuts and
ation has improved llfghtl]r, situation about E\F!.'I-’}" t ree | balloting, "as soon as possible, and said “the British claimed lﬁ’p andidates  enforcer, “or is "l know what some might id Rumﬂd no more preserve
the Security ncil however, months a process the Zagreb Yrobably during the first half of thenuur to face reality.” were “"widely representative” Our spokesman and t d'"" say: Isn't it time for a change? the success of the British econ-
expresses its concern at contin- £overnment says singles it out radio sald 16 But although opinion polls fﬂ“dﬂ" “f the Hong Kong sys- | weil, as km u have omy today than they could have
ued acts of harassment, and touches on tasks normally But Chinese Foreign mpl: ;nthered at the border ghow the idea of a provisional "Lee said on Hong Kong helped to create it in the first

and physical attacks given to the General Assembly. | Minister Qian Qichen. address- released helium balloons rldin

legislature is beginning to win a place -

--
prn%:au change?
| itain s lut‘tf'll is too



