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For Peace in CHT

The negotiations that began yesterday between
the National Committee on Chittagong Hill Tracts
and the Shantibahini are important for a number

of reasons. Of cardinal significance is, of course,
the fact that these represent the first formal meet-

ing between the Awami League government and the
Shantibahini. In a new political environment

marked by an improvement in Indo-Bangla rela-
tions,

tions have increased for an early set-
tlement of the hill tracts problem. The Shan-
tibahini should find more receptive ears than ever
before and feel encouraged to make a deal with the
new government here.

However, it is the government of Sheikh Hasina
which has got a good opportunity to redeem its
for a political solution to the long-standing
issue. Given that hill people are the only ethnic
minority of the country we should have been able
to solve their problem to the mutual satisfaction of
both sides much earlier. Let us admit, we were not
quite adequately sensitive to these minority peo-
ple's special identity including their culture, indi-
viduality and economic well-being. Time has come
for us to recognise their special status but most cer-
tainly within the framework of our national
sovereignty and the country's Constitution. This
realisation must not only dawn on our political
leadership but also on the hill people who can no
longer carry on their insurgency programme
without affecting the chances of peace which have
brightened in the new political environment. At
this point, can we plead for a strong Indian
backing for the peace process? Let the Indian
leadership put pressure on the Shantibahini to
come to a negotiated settlement with us.

Finally, we strongly feel like commenting on the
way the negotiations had been conducted so far. In
the light of the previous 19 meetings — all held
somewhat perfunctorily — we suggest that this

should be open-ended. in-depth and tar-
geted towards a result. The meeting must take into
cognizance all the intricate tangles and opposing
views for a thorough discussion thereon and must
continue until and unless a solution, satisfying to

both parties, is found.

Free Trade in South Asia

Some high hopes for an early launch of a free
trade zone in South Asia have emanated from the
just-concluded SAARC foreign ministers’ meet in
New Delhi. Indian Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda
and Foreign Minister | K Gujral are optimistic it
could start functioning in 1998, two years ahead of
the target date 2000 AD. The upbeat rests on the
fact that within a year or so, as many as 2000 items
have been put on the agreed list for tariff reduction
across the region. Intra-regional tariffs have to
come down to .almost the zero level for free trade
zoné 16 bé & reality in:South Asia. 1« |

But unshackling of trade barriers would Rake
much more than merely drawing up a common list
of items eligible for concessional tariffs. The oper-
ational nitty-gritties will have to be taken care of

in order that the process of conversion from
SAPTA to SAFTA is quickened.

There are certain basic handicaps to freer trad-
ing in South Asia that need to be eliminated if we
are to contemplate achieving anything approxi-
mating the level of trade or investment coopera-
tion reached in the EU or ASEAN. First and fore-
most, it must be realised that the slashing of tariffs
at a flat concessionary rate does not by itself make
the disparity-laden tariff stfuctures of SAARC
countries equitable to each other. For instance,
India has reportedly imposed 45 per cent tariff on
yarn import under SAPTA as against a paltry 7.5
per cent levied by Bangladesh. At some risk to her
indigenous industrial development but in keeping
with the SAARC spirit, Bangladesh has outdone
other countries in bringing down her tariff wall.
So long as stronger economies like India and Pak-
istan do not lead the way — as between themselves
and with respect to other economies — in lowering
the tariff or non-tariff barriers, the real impetus to
free trade in South Asia would be missing. There
should not be any fear that goods from a strong
economy could swamp the market of a smaller
economy.

The SAARC countries are more keen to exchange
dollars and pounds than their own currencies.
This will have to be taken up in due course. But, in
the meanwhile, transit of goods needs to be
smoother and faster between trading partners; and
there ought to be unhindered movement of busi-
ness people from one country to another. The in-
ter-governmental (IGG), set up to facilitate
the transition to A, is expected to look into

the problems and clear the course for free trade in
the region.

Highway Insecurity

There has been a sh rise in the incidence of
dacoity on night coaches. The pattern suggests that
inter-district gangsters have shifted their focus
from habitats to highways .

They could appear as armed bandits all of a sud-
den on a highway at the dead of night, way-lay a
vehicle, and sweep the ers clean of their
longings., both in cas and nd. Or, they might
have masqueraded as passengers till such tlme as
they reached a deserted place of their choice to
pounce upon the unsuspccting co-travellers. It is
the latter that happened on Friday night at Taker-
hat where the Barisal-bound cuach from Dhaka
was ordered to stop by bandits who till then had
travelled incognito. They not only robbed the pas-
sengers of their possessions valued at Tk 10 lakh
but also inflicted wounds on 28 of the 55 passen-
gers on board.

In an eye- npenin develupment police on

ursday men notorious dacoits
attheﬁa tcrminal uwmmmdaspasscn-
gers on a coach about to leave for Satkhira. The
lice acted on a tip-off — and, there-
ore, fortuitously. Their sunrcil]am:c needs to be
more sed so as to encompass the terminals
and the coaches alike. Let lists of wanted persons
| be made available to the coach service operators
all over the country and the previous
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coaches reviv
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inward-looki

long, it is grat
the countrys

have eventually been
take the right set decisions on
economic policies.

However, jult the ldoptm
of a stra of development is
not , it has to be backed
up by supporting mea-
sures. Such measures were in-
troduced in the early nineties in
the form of drastic tariff reduc-
tion. import liberalisation.
dismantling of intermal con
trols and substantial tax and
financial sector reforms. These
have created a favourable enwvi-
ronment and incentives for
[aster grcm'th The economy es-
pecially private sector has

rrlpon-dtd lo these
incentives. 'R:.dll.l in Table |
support this observation.

A quick glance at the table
shows that by all important
indicators. the economy has

substantially during

ﬁr early nineties. u-r: ‘rn
ral s more mporiant

gmuu that the Export-Led

tegy and the p-:hp of sup-

porting measures have created

an outward-looking attitude

the country's exporters

and industrialists. They are
learning to i the ity
of their ucts to sati the
taste their foreign buyers,
compete with other su in
the world. penetrate the world
market with their , and

introduce goslt -cutting nﬂm
and new technology in their
production and man rnmnmt
processes which are the

tors in their drive for efficiency
and survival in the market.

rt-led Growth and Regional Trading Bloc

Let Bangladesh stay in the present framework of SAPTA and try to increase her exports to India by extracting
some meaningful trade concessions so as to improve her trade balance with India. But trying to make
a big deal out of SAFTA in an effort to increase her domestic rate of development through

Further. they are also learn-
ing the importance of backward
linkage through which ex:
porters are creating ldd:luu‘nll
employment and income
tunities for the unﬂnpi
labour force in the cnunt

i
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and trying to improve u it
The guestion that mhlﬂ

one is whether at this critical

stage of gathering dﬂelopnmt

momentum through open trade

with the outside world. a deep

entanglement in a Regional

ruﬂdupurtgrud_* to SAFTA may eventually be frustrated.

Trade Bloc (SAFTA) is going to
help the objective of speedier
%‘nb owth of Bangladesh economy
needs careful analysis.

Bangladesh and SAPTA

It is well-known to all inter-
ested observers that the total
trade (taking both exports and
imports] within the SAARC
countries. or what is known as
Iintra-SAARC trade comes to
only about 3 per cent of the
SAARC countriea total trade

Expendit
lnm:multw ulptrwml

with the rest of the world How
ever the most serious issue is
the state of Bangladesh s trade
pattern with the SAARC coun-
tries especially with India
Look at the fo ng table of
data.

Three observations should
be made In the first place
Bangladesh s total exports to all
SAARC countries has been de-
clining and has reached a level
of about 3 per cent of her total
exports to the world while her
imports has been increasing
from around 4 per cent in
| 983 /84 to about 12 per cent in
1993/94 In the serond place
Hanmuh s exports to India

umﬂ[ at a dismal
rate espec recent years
while ilu Impufts from India
has been at a rapid rate

of about B per cent a year creat-

ing a h imbalance in trade.
Fi y. this is only the offi-
cial trade with India the unof-
ficial trade deficit comes to
about § 500 million every year
according some calculations.
The total official and unofficial
trade deficit with India. there-
fore. comes to about $ | billion.
This is hafptm in spite of
preferenti nncntgsmm given
to Bangladesh export items by
Iindia In view of such poor trade
pattern with SAARC countries,
especially with a h imbal-
ance in trade with ia. should

Bangladesh be trying to spend
time. ener resources to

negotiate South Asian Free
Trade Arrangement (SAFTA)?

Bangladesh and SAFTA

Since Bangladesh s pro-
spects for high rate of exports to
South Asian countries espe-
cially India is very limited and
this region as a whole is a slow
growing region compared to the
East Asian and other regions of
the world. it would be much
better for to keep
herself open to worid trade and
not commit herselfl to SAFTA

Bangladesh seems to have a
better export prospect in the
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stay
of SAPTA and try to increase
her exports to India
extracting some meaningful
 trade concessions so as to im-
h:.-r trade balance with

to make a big

deal nut A In an efiort
to increase her domestic rate of
rapid ex-

port growth to SAFTA ma
eventually be frustrated.

cﬁwucal hl; now reached a

with thc outside mrldmrhidl

E:umu:h:ty of trigger-

s economic

-Hn:h should be

dﬁprmm i further and nﬂ}ﬂ:—

entering into a Free

Trade Arr with coun-

tries which cannot offer the

same prospect. Bangladesh,

therefore. should concentrate

on boosting her trade further

with the outside world without
hindrance of any kind.

Let me conclude by saying a

word about in case peo-
ple min‘nttrpﬂ:t views in
the present th: cllmat: I
have fm@t

dependence from 1962 to 19‘?1
in London writing, publish-
ing and minc-

ing my words on the need for

ol ot (e position Avd the 87,

ition benches in the Par-
iament who are perfectly

aware of my role in indepen-
dence movement. | am not an

anti-Indian, and | believe that
will have to main-

tain a rela-
tionship with | for her own
survival. But Bangladesh.
which is now coming out
a prolonged of economic
stagnation, must have the vi-

sion and courage to look after
her own long-term interests.

Political Tunnoil Engulfs Rump Yugoslavia

UMP Y now

consists of only Serbia

and Montenegro. The
truncated state of the nation
resulted from the blighted war
in Bosnia with its accompan-
ying after-eflects in corruption
and impoverishment. Hall the
population reportedly remained
unemployed and the inflation
rate ran very high. Though
some relief was provided by the
lifting ol international eco-
nomic sanctions following the
slgmdg of the Daylon peace
accord in antmbcr last year,
no lar nent in the
overal was witne-
ssed.

In the light of his past
record. Serbia's President Slo-
bodan Milosevic should have
been the most hated man in Yu-

oslovia. The ethnic conflict he
elped to ignite in Bosnia man-
aged to kill 200.000 people. up-
rooted millions and maimed
thousands. Following the dev-
astation of the national econ-
omy. Milosevic's old dream of a
(ireater Serbia lay in tatters
Despite this litany ol woes,
Milosevic managed so long to
remain the most popular
politician of that country.

Now it might be an enigma
how a man, who drove his coun-
try to the brink. could be able to
maintain the high-profile im-
age. According lo observers,
this was possible on account of
several factors. First, he
counted on Washington's back-
ing and clamped down on polit-
ical opposition. He was further
able 1o bring about a change in
his erstwhile unfavourable im-

age by steadily purging govern-
ment ranks of nationalist

ble im
situation

Sir. On 8 December 96 last
the Star TV network televised a
short documentary on our Lib-
eration War in Star News of
Star Plus channel. In that film
it was shown that the Indian
Army — notl the Mitrabahini as
we used to know — came to lib-
erale Bangladesh from the
Pakistani Army when the later
made offence against them on
the western frontier on the first
leg of December 1971. The Pak-
istani force. after a short war,
surrendered to the Indian Army
— again not to the Mitrabahini
— on 16 ol December '71.

It was also shown that the
victor i.e. Indian forces — like
any other occupation force -
hoisted the tri-colour Indian
flag on the soil of this country,
What is supposed to imply by
this prupnganda? That we did
not have any government of our
own at thal time? That we did
not have an armed force to rep-
resent ourselves? That there
were no national flag of our
own to hoist? That the Indian
Army defeated the Pakis and
went back to their home and
nothing was done by our Mukti-

Will our foreign office look
into the matter and record their
protest against such humilia-
tion and take necessary mea-
sures to correct the misleading
information? This should be
done for our nation's sake, oth-
erwise the whole world will

start believing such distorted

history.

Saokot Hossain
Green Road, Dhaka- 1205

Bus needed

Sir, Few years back Siraj-
.ganj Government College was
'upgraded to a
From many different places in
Elra ganj a good number of stu-

come here to study. Too
manjr of them, due to of fi-
nancial support from their

I'amilk:u an gf;“ﬂﬂnn of ac-
J hm tnutu:nd classes by pu '

In the light of pas

t records, Serbia's President Slobodan Milosevic should have been the most

hated man in former Yugoslavia. ASM Nurunnabi explains the entire situation.

hardliners no longer useful to
him. He also blamed the war in
Bosnia on blood-thirsty
paramilitary organisations
over which he had no control.
Mh.c wt, within a short
tame, managed Lo trans-
form himself from a warmon-

ger Lo a peacemaker. There was

also a trick, to ob-
servers, which hel him to
pull it off to ev-
ery means at his di . he

used his absolute control over
TV to convince people that he
was the helpful element in lift
ing of the UN economic saac-
tions against Yugoslovia. He
also went about maki sure
that disenchanted rs of
the electorate were placated by
payment o the who
were denied such benefit for
months. In June last, the

ermment revamped the election
laws to make it more difficult
for small opposition parties to
succeed. That tactic, however,
backfired when four of the most

fbopular opposition parties
rmed a coalition against

Milosevic.
All this has posed a big
challenge to the political future

of Milosevic, For several weeks,
rolests. some of whir:h m:rr:
uge. virtually ‘sm

centre of Belgrade. the capital

city. and some other big cities.

Serbia's opposition parties,
nd

who were apparently to s
more time at each ot
throats than at Mﬂuaevic's, at
last put aside mutual antipathy

to protest against Milosevic s
altempt to rob them ol victories,
which saw Milosevic's loss ol 15
out of Serbia's |8 biggest towns
— Including Belgrade. More
than 150 000 protesters
thronged the streets of Belgrade
in continuing eflorts to drive
out Milosevic, with the opposi-
ton pledge Lo set up its own au-
thorities is towns.

Initially, Milosevic hoped
that the protests would fizzle
out. Though massive the
demonstrations failed to pro-
voke the Serbian leader, who
had been restrained n-hahl}r
because he was under Lﬁ
ful eye of Western gnvdTm:Icnu
Riot-clad special forces stopped
protesters from marching to-
wards Milosevic's residence. but
they only watched the students
as they hurled rocks at the win-
dows of the state television
building and the office of the
slate newspaper — the presiden-
t's major instruments of power.

At first Milosevic's chiel
tactic was to mulffle the opposi-
tion media. Radio signals from
the main opposition radio sta-
tion were jammed when there
was any mention ol the demon-
strations. State television, the
country s prim News source,
largely ignored the unrest. But
the Belgrade's independent ra-
dio station B-92. which gave
wide coverage to the protests
that began fi the cancel-
lation of municipal elections.
was declared ill and closed
down. Shortly erwards, ra-

buses plying on three routes.

But they often fail to attend
classes because ol various prob-
lems ﬂtturﬁn% with the bus op-
erators. 50, the government is
earmnestly requested to immedi-
ately sanction at least three
buses for the students of this
university college.

Afsana Chowdh Emy
S S Road., Sﬁ‘:ygarymy

Kuldip Nayar and
Kashmir issue
Sir. 1 have read several
books and articles written b

Mr Kuldip Nayar, a renown
columnist, writer and a diplo-
mat of India, specially on
Kashmir ia.sucu
Kashmir J:erha ps the
eatest man- ma obal prob-
em created by India, causing

loss of lives and sufferings to
millions of Kashmiris. India
was partitioned on two-nation
theory. Muslim majority areas
went to Pakistan. and rest to
India. Soon after partition, In-
dia sent her forces and con-
quered Hyderabad, the largest
Indian state, before its Muslim
ruler could fix up his mind and
on the day when M A Jinnah
died. Same was the case with
Junagarh and many other
princely states. About eighty
r cent Kashmiris were Mus-
ims, Ruler was a Hindu, Chief
Minister was a Muslim. After
the fall of Hyderabad, Junagarh
and many other states. the
Pathan militia moved to occu
Kashmir. India went to the
United Nations, begﬁed for a
halt of war in Kashmir and
-Feed to honour the UN resolu-

At the request of UN, Pathan
militia war, and the UN
passed a resolution to hold a
plebiscite in Kashmir. Mean-
while. India sent her troops to
Kashmir and occupied two-
thirds of it, and conveniently

to honour their promise
commitment. As a result,
thousands of Kashmiris are
now killed, and both In-
dia and stan are spending

money on arms build-up than
on public development projects
for the last 45 years.

Had India honoured her
commitment given to UN. then
perhaps there would have been

o problem with. Kashmir. We
are fully aware that Mr Kuldip
Nayar is a veteran columnist, a
writer and also a diplomat. We
have noticed that he has been
writing in The Daily Star on
various issues. [ enjoy his
writings. But with regret, | must
say that Mr Nayar is trying to
mislead or misguide the readers
about Kashmir. He is rather try-
ing to deviate from facts.

Moazzem Hussain
56-57. Motijheel C/A
Sharif Mansion (2nd Floor)
Dhaka- 1 000

Post Box needed

Sir, We the dwellers of Dak-
shin Khan Bazar and its sur-
rounding areas, having a popu-
lation of over 10 (ten) thousand
have been suffering badly for
want of a Post Box. The nearest

st boxes are one-and-a-half
Elﬂlnml:tm away at Ashkona in
the south-west and half kilome-
tre north from the bazar. There
are a primary school. a girls’
school and college and two
nthcr private sc s surround-

ing the bazar. Unfortunately,
there is not a single Post Box at
the crowded bazar area or any
place near to it.

The need for Post Boxes at
Dakshin Khan Bazar, Nadda-
para, Gowair cannot be by-

in view of settlement

uge number of educated

"probashi” families living in
and around the bazar and
thickly-populated areas of
Naddapara and Gowair. The
ﬂumher of private of-
ces, engineering workshops

hn incrumd 10 times

‘Iﬂll 81‘.‘ poltll authorities
rise to the needs of the people's
demand?

M A Rub
ﬂmulth'n -
Uttara, Dhaka

dio index. the Belgrade students’
radio station, which also re-

ed on the protests, was sim
larly shut. Meanwhile the Bel-
grade Electoral Commission
questioned the legal procedure
by which the election resulls
were cancelled

Al first Lhe prolesters de-
manded only that the election
results be recognised. Later, a
opposition leaders began de-
manding Milosevic's resi :
tion, the tenor of the rallies
changed, reflecting a deeper
sense of disenchantment with
life in postwar Serbia. Former
Yugoslav foreign minister, Ilija
Djukic, now in oppositien,
warned that time was running
out for a peaceful and to the
stérnest challenge Milosevic
has faced since taking power
rnine years .

The United States. in the
light of later developments,
sought to step up pressure on
Milosevic by urging its Euro-
pean allies 1o join 1N an eco-
nomic boycolt of his povern-
ment. The US State Department
reiterated an earlier statement
warning Belgrade authorities
not to use force against the
protesters. In this connection,
it was declared that the US "re-
serves the right" to ask the.
United Natfons to re-impose
full economic sanctions against
Serbia. The US f[urther stated
“there is a transparent effort to

Lthe Serbian people In the
and it demonstrates the
lundamental lack of respect the
Serbian government has for
democralisation practices.”
And again, the US took the
sland that Serbia would not be
allowed, in the existing situa-
tion, Lo join the United Nations,
the Organisation ol European
Security and Co-operation, of
leading organisations such as
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank.

The opposition leader, Vuk
Draskovic termed the mam-
moth demonstrations "a his-
toric victery” over Milosevic
and loyalists who warmed of a
crackdown. The opposition
leader pledged to "beat violence
with non-violence.” He further
said that the opposition was
ready for a tumErmn.'In: with
Milosevic if he "returns our
elcctmn victory. "He asserted:
‘m: EI.IE iving a chance to Milo-

nd a way, a way,
thruugh courts to annul his act
and state terrorism by which he
robbed us of our election vic-
tory.”

There were later some indi-
cations that the Serbian Presi-
dent was attempting to defuse
the massive protests against his
rule, permitting the opposition
radio station, that symbolises
the struggle for civic freedoms.
to go back on air. There were

other signs that he was truing to

dar

take the steam out of the :
tion's protests. He even tried
fighting his foes with an un-
usual weapon: silence. While
thousands of students rallied
outside his office doors, Milo-
sevic was not there,
Subsequently trade unions
in Serbia threalened lo go on
sirike, escalating demon-
sirations ainst llosevic,
Observers felt that a union
strike could dramatically

strengthen the ongoing protests
mlul( the Serbian president.
political situation further
deteriorated when the opposi-
tion formed a shadow mtﬁumn
ment and a state
to replace Milosevic and to
new elections. The ngodulm
leadership said that alter-
native nt would take
eﬂ;acl Milosevic continues Lo
refuse to recognise victories in
the Serbian city elections. The
tion leaders also planned
Lo cott the o ol federal
parliament amid spirited anti-
meni demonstrations.

Meanwhile. the Serbian
Supreme Court, in a later devel-

opment. upheld Milosevic's
hold on Belgrade's local gov-
ernment despite weeks of

in the city s streets. The
move pushed foes into a more
determined effort to drive Milo-
sevic from . The court did
not reasons for its ruling.
though the conflict was
deepening. it appeared that
Milosevic was more likely to be
headed for a long struggle of tac-
tics and politics than t
police loose on demonstrators.

I come of a family of teach-
ers. dramatists, stage actors, ac-
tresses, proponent of political
theories and so on so forth. The
family as a whole has been an
all time ardent advocate of
democratic systems both in its
conceptual and E)rar:tlr;ﬂ appli-
cations. In Bangladesh, the pe-
riod beginning thc 1990s has
therefore been a period of spe-
cial concern and interest to me.
Although I do sincerely believe
that the emerging of the current
party in power is truly the be-
ginning of democratic

in the country, with excep-
tion of the brief s between
1972 through 1975. 1 am, how-

ever, aware that there are and
will be those who would like to
differ with me. They are wel-
come to their opinions. How-
ever if it is of any solace to any
one I would like to point out
that | do not believe in isan
politics in any of its form. I do
not hold brief for either the rul-
ing party or the o ition.
g}? my r. the tl?uﬁ?iﬂuf it all is
that this is my country and
anything that goes on here in-
terests me and hence | have
been closely observing the deeds
and 'activities’ of the govern-
ment in power The foregoing
paragraphs are therefore purely
my personal observation not
aimed at glorifying or vilifying
any one or any action thereof.

It has been about six months
since the ruling party has taken
over the reins of the govern-
ment. In all faimess it must be
said that the ment of to-
dar has amply demonstrated its
will and determination in in-
stitutionalising democratic
norms and ratnrra It has
certainly made tangible begin-
nings in democratising the pro-
cess of decision making in var-
ious tiers of corporate and civil
administration. Not only that,
within its party affiliates a
kind of tolerance has been dis-
played even to voices of dissent.
All this may feel ?ﬂ and do set
the trends which are all but
welcome and desirable.

The . however, is two-
fold. Firstly. it may lead to

Shamsher A Chowdhury

ment approach and result in

loosing sight of the real core is-
sues of development action.
Secondly. we may continue to
confine ourselves to this and
this alone.

One has to rcmb:rndﬂ;z}
feeli is one
ing e is another. We have but
little time. Five rs is not too
lung a stretch of time consider-

ng the nature and complexit
::}f issues to be addressed. Muc
time has been lost in realign-
ment of democracy, working
out strategies for bringing to
book the misdeeds of the previ-
ous government, recount-
ing/recollecting the past glory.,
rewriting the country’s history
so on and so forth.

] am not saying that these
are pointless and have no

meaning or of no positive rami-
fications. I am positive that
there is a need for these too. Be
that as it may, one also has to
consider the extent of its rele-
vance to hard core public inter-
ests.

We have indeed t much
valuable time in at is de-
scribed in litical language
‘Thunting of

Time has come for some real
actions on the nd. As | say
it | am aware of the fact that it
is easier said than done. Not
only that it may even raise
some ‘brows, some criticisms
both positive and negative, even
cause some (remors amongst
dissidents and others. But then
that is the realism in the world
of active management. There
are innumerable matters which
the government need to act
upon. Some of these are long-
term based which can only be
initiated now and may take as

as a decade before final re-
sults can emerge There are
those which we can deal forth-
with. These are in the
blic welfare sectors and the
ike.

Whatever to ‘elim-

inating terrorism? What

pened to waterlogging in

now and u

to life actions
the bureaucrats. the intellectu-
als. the technocrats and the
likes.

for a
and work alone pure and

———
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OPINION ]

As I Observe It

city municipal areas? The
streets continue to be still un-
safe. The traffic jam continues.
The environment continues to
be polluted at an alarming rate.
The toll collectors are as active
as ever before. The public
transport system is as inade-
quate as ever. The three-wheel-
ers (baby taxis) fleeci
members of the Fuhllt: acgharg-
ing exorbitant

tees around the ci

fares are continu on the in-
crease. One even sees cattle be-
ing fed. raised and milked in
pa.rky % ders rellgi.::nd

s. the tra in

are on the increase collecting
money from the poor and the
vulnerable in the name of one

celebration or the other.
of demagoguery has
taken place. Much time has

been spent in consensus build-
ing through creation of this
committee and the other. Much
scholarly deliberations have
taken place in conferences and
seminars. It is time for both the
government machinery and the
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Bangladesh has adequate
professional manpower both at
the bureaucracy level and at the
working and the field levels.
There is absolutely no reason as
to why we should not be able to
effectively tackle some of the
routine issues of public concem
as mentioned above in eamest.

At field level, Blnglldﬂh
has an excellent working man
power. The best of them htin[
the cobblers, the rice planters,
the dni.hhumrﬂt the masons,
the ric awpullers. so on and
so forth. What we really need
are some true
y politicians,

Do | dare say that let us put

this smoke and the

of democracy’ aside
and indulge in work

Alter all as one po
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complace in our manage-
u




