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The World Bank will give
some 213.3 million US dollars
to Bangladesh for two impor-
tant projects, one aimed at pro-

urgently needed safe wa-
ter to the Dhaka dwellers. re-
ports UNB.

The other major project is
the Bangladesh ond Rural
Roads and Markets
Improvement and Maintenance

aimed at revamping the
country's rural trans and
revitalising the countryside
markets,

According to a World Bank
announcement terday. the
Bank will provide 133 million
dollar. out of the total project
cost of 192.36 million dollar,
through the International
Development Association
(IDA), its concessionary lendig
arm.

Swiss government will pro-
vide 15 million US dollar and

POUSH 8 1403 BS.

the Bangladesh government
and local communities about 44
million dollar for the second
project.

ing of 80.3 million dol-
lar for the 175 million-dollar
Fourth Dhaka Water Supply
project will also be made from
the IDA. The French govern-
ment is also providing 31.3 mil-
lion dollar, the Japanese gov-
ernment 1.2 million dollar and
the Bangladesh government 63
million dollar.

The announcement, made
through a press release, of the
much-awaited approval will
now clear the way for imple-
mentation of the water project
which. when operational. will
introduce the first major pri-
mary water-treatment plant in
Dhaka to provide safe water
and sanitation to Dhaka resi-
dents.

"The project will help relieve
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$213m WB credit for
Dhaka water supply,
rural road projects

Dhaka's water shortages and
bring safe water to areas that
are currently not served by

piped water," t task man-
ager Jonathan a
senior financial analyst at the
World Bank. has been quoted by
the release as saying.

“In these areas, people often
pay as much as seven times per
unit for small volumes of water
as served with direct residential
connections.” he added.

The project includes five
main components — a pro-

amme for institutional re-
orms, increase in the capacity
of current water production and
service extension, reduction in
system loss and im ent
of sanitation, technical assis-
tance for institutional devel-
opment and technical assis-
tance lor project preparation
and implementation su
See Page 12 Caol
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PM calls for strengthening

regional cooperation

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called for
straﬁthcntng the process of re-
Em cooperation within the

of the SAARC to fa-
cilitate the nation-building
tasks, UNB.

“No country can make eco-
nomic ess in isolation.”
she sakrzﬁng that this region
should also put its efforts in
forging various economic
groupings among ugnu}m to
ensure its

Inaugurating a 3- da}' inter-
na seminar in the mom-
ing, Hasina mentioned that
countries of the developed and
developing world were forging
various economic groupings.
South Asia cannot isolate itself
from the un?ing process of
such radical changes in the in-
ternational arena, she said.

The seminar on "Governance

and HDrrelngmcnlh::_ South Asia
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Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most suitable Commercial-Cum-Residential
Plot No. 16 Road 16, 2 Sector No. 3 having

road facilities on three sides measuring more

or less 650.00 sqr metre (9 katha 11 chattak)
and Plot No. 56 Road No. 2 Sector No 3
more or less 484.67 sqr metre (7 katha 4
chattak) of Uttara Model town, Dhaka will be

allotted for 99 years lease on open auction.
Applications on prescribed form with terms
and conditions to be obtained from Sonal

Bank, Rajuk Bhaban

Branch, Dhaka on

payment of Tk 500/- (five hundred) only in
cash for each set (non-refundable) and will
be received by the Deputy Director (Estates)
from the intending bidders up to 2-00 PM on

29-12-96.

The auction will be held on 30-12-96 in the
Conference Room, 3rd fioor of the Rajuk
Bhaban, Dhaka at 10-00 AM.

DFP-29653-19/12
G-1948

Chairman
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
Dhaka.

ﬁ

in the 21st Century” was organ-
ised by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS).

Held at the BIISS audito-
rium, the seminar was also ad-
dressed by its Chairman Barris-
ter AKH Morshed, Director Gen-
eral Brig ZA Khan and seminar
coordinator Dr Abdur Rab
Khan.

The Prime Minister m'.pha

sised on good
institutionalisation of th solp
cess of development for solving
the current-day prublcms

She termed hu
socio-economic eln ment
and democratisation as the
greatest challenges of this re-
gion for the 21st century.

Hasina said her government
wWaS e-bound to ensure po-
litical stability. develop trans-

parency and accountable ad-
minisiration. protect enviro

ment and iree the people

the chutches of hunger povert
and diseases. :

See Page 12 Col 1

Deve Gowdw
due Jan 5

Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda will visit Bangla-
desh Januaty 5-6 at the invita-
tion of his . official
sources said yesterday. reports

Gowda was invited to visit

Ban by Prime Minister |
Shei tour
4 of New werk

of this month. when the Ganges
waler trealy was sigied between

See Page 12 Col 6

LGC to prepare draft report by Dec 31

4-tier local body system

almost finalised

By Nurul Kabir

The Local Government
Comimission (L(:C). which iIs
s heduled to prepare a drafl re
port on a four tier local
ernument system by the end of
this month, has almost [
nalised the composition, pow
ers and functions of local bod
les at district, thana, undon and

levels, LOC sources said

¢ have almost envisaged
the separate composition, pow
ers and lunctions ol the pro
posed local government bodies
atl the district. thana, union and
village levels.’ sald Rahmat Al
B ruling party MP who 1a
chairman of the eight-member
LA

Talking to The Daily Star on
Thursday the LGC chairman
said. "Our report would suggest
measures that would ensure de-
volution of power from the
ernment to the reglonal ies,
effective ment of the

: in terms of ll"::ir m'ltlvr
pdrticipation in the policy
making process of the n
ment and running of all levels
of administration the elected
representatives of t 4

Suranjit Sengupla
Parliamentary Affairs Advise:
o the Prime Minister and a
mﬂthtlﬂ{m >, said the
cormmission would not propose
Al that could suggest ex-
tension of bureaucracy to wil-
lage level administration.

According to LGC sources.
the commission is to pro
direct election of the local
jes at all the four tiers
while provision for reserved

a women would also be
there Besides. the chiefl of a
lower level local government
body would be the ex-officio
member of 1tsa Immediate
higher body, the sources added.

The local bodies would enjoy
the authorily of taking up vari
ous deve | programimes
lor their re tive areas and
certain executive authority’ Lo
implement those. the C
chairman told this correspon
dent

The district bevel body would
I named Zila Panshad and the
LGC would propose to the
ernment lo give the chief ol
such a panshad Lthe status of a
state minister. said Suranjit

Planning as well as imple-
mentation of ent pro-

ammes relating to public

ealth, primary education,
fisheries. livestock and so on
would be put under the union

The union level . likeld
Lo hﬁ named Union Parish
would get grants from the
ernmenl o implement tﬁ:;r
progranunes. But they would |1«
given some executive aulhority
to collect revenues from their

See Page 12 Col 3
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Inmates of Jmure Central Jail demonstrating on the: roof of une of the jail buildings yes-
— Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

terday.

JESSORE,
soners. led

vh:ts somt
p on the.len-lt Central

E the fifth day yesterday.

m iﬂ o;thnln:'uluﬁln

m -

out assault or patient persua-
sion to tame the inmates.

An assault force had been on
‘amber alert. ready to storm the
high walled prison any time.
and hospitals cancelled leave
for their personnel and readied
the hciliticw to receive casual-
ties. highly placed official
sourges told The Daily Star.

Bul the go ahead was yet to
be given the
forces from armed con-
stabulary of ce and jail
with back up provided

five times as the authorities
preferred Lo lest the patience ol

21: Rebel pri-
hardened con-
30 to 105
. kept their

= categories of

the prisoners. the sources said.

From Mizan Al

The prisoners are showin
increasing signs of fatigue an
split in ranks as the hardcore
criminals. at least 22 of them
from the death row. some
donned in black. roamed the
prison yards with glistening

es.

‘Freedom or death.' they dis-
played banners chanting slo-
g:.ms of defiance terrifying, or-

INary prisoners.

The prison authorities used
taped religious sermons blared
over loudspeakers to maitch a
megaphone of the rebel prison-
ers who took control of the jail
chasing out the wardens on
Tuesday.

They were demanding a
string of reforms including in-
voking of the ordinance that
had provided amnesty different

under the then Caretaker Gov

ernment of Justice Shaliabud-
din Ahmed. The ordinance was

in 19813

Rebel inmates hold firm
grip on Jessore jail

repeated by another caretaker
overnment headed by Justice
abibur Rahman in June this

Year. .
Prison conditions. in wluclh

convicts and under trials had to
live in cramped conditions,
with poor sanitation and mea-
Frt food. provided the grounds
or the revolt.

"We could restore normalcy
much earlier using force. But
the government wants to re-
store normalcy without resort-
ing to force.” the Divisional
Commissioner of Khulna told
newsmen yesterday. Persuasion
by the authorities has shown
results. leading to slumping
morale and unity among the

. he added.

About prisoners’ com-
plaints, he said that he was
aware_gf those and when
malcy was restlored.
would be addressed. E'.rt:n

See Page 12 Col 8
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Attack on

orphanage

in Matlab:
100 hurt

CPMHDFUH Dec 21: More
100 inmates of an or-
m na were

age at a village in Matlab

inj urnd seven of

them seriously, whcn some out-

siders attacked them today, re-
ports UNB.

Local people said some 50
youths attacked the Al-Amin
Orphanage al village
Farazikandi. 15 kim off the

town, fnlluirlng altercation
with its inmates over using its

pla und.

%:%ml,rnuhh: started when the
intruders wanted lay
cricket in the playgr nund w

| the students of the nrphanng:
5

were playing football
morning.

The unruly youths stormed
the orphanage, ransacked a
good number of rooms. dam-
aged its property besides beat-
ing up a teacher and many stu-
dents. Seven of them were ad-
mitted to Sadar Hospital.

The damaged property in-
cluded a sophisticated wireless
set worth about Tk 3 lakh.

On hearing the news of the
incident, the district adminis-
tration sent police to the spot.

Saudi Arabia
Aslian soccer

champs

Sports Reporter
Saudi Arabia clinched the
11th Asian Cup yesterday beat-
ing hosts United Arab Emirates
in the final of this region's
biggest footballing fiesta at the
Zayed Sports City Ground in

Abu Dhabi.

In a closely contested match
Emirates held their fancied op-
ponents during the regulation
time and 30-minute extra time.
The match went into sudden
death stage [ollowing goalless
120-minute proceedings. In the
nail-biting penalty shoot-out
the Saudi Arabians rolled off
the spirited hosts 4-2, Saudi
Arabia. who are Asia's second
highest-rated team, played in
the final for the I‘crurtg straight
time,

Iran grabbed third
ter defeating Kuwait
p-rnalt}f shootout.
adeams were tied 1-1
lar time and resorted to a
p'Cl ty shootout to break the
deadlock.

lace af-
-2 in a

CHT truce extended
till March 31

From Nurul Alam

KHAGRACHHARI. Dec 21
Leaders of the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS). today agreed to
extend the nnqoln_F truce in
Chittagong racts till
March 31 next year to continue
the peace initiatives,

agreement was reached

atl a dialogue between the PCJSS
leaders and the government=
formed National ("ommittee on
CHT. headed * ; «ne Chief Whi
of the Jatiya S Ii'
Hasnat Abdulliah
Khagrachhari circuit house

it was also agreed that the
next peace talks will be held on
December 24 at 10 am at the
same venue o find out a politi
cal solution to the long drawn
problem in the CHT

The PCJSS represents the
Shantibahini

After today's talks Abul
Hasnat Abdullah and President
of the PCJSS J B Larma alias
Shantu Larma addressed a joint

conference at the circuit

Shantu Larma ie* the

five-member Shantibahini
team. in the talks

Replying to a question
‘ihnntﬂ 1 am defi-

nitely about a solution
o the fg‘l}l':mI
“Under the new

government .
| have observed new rﬁltl-u!
to resolve the issue.”
Shantu Larma added.
When asked Shantu flatly

denied involvement of his par
tymen in the killing of 28
woodcutters at Longadu ol
Rangamati and abduction ol
the TNO of Thanchi thana of
Banderbon recently during
ceasefire period.

Shantu informed that be-
cause of his sickness there was
no detail discussion at today s
meeting

Abul Hasnat Abdullah said
that today's dialogue was ad-
journed at 2 pm alter continu-
ing for over three hours.

He said that the dialogue. the
lirst since the new rnment
took over was held in a cordial
atmosphere

Another partici in the
dialogue said. "This meeting
will be marked as a starting
peint towards resolving the
CHT issue *

The four other PCJSS lead
ers who attended the dialogue
held under a tight security al
the hill top Khagrachhari cir
cuft house, were Gautum
Dewan. Rupavan Dewan.
Sudhasindu Kisa and Rakta
Utfal Tripura

Eight out of eleven members
of the National Commitlee
-rn! present at the ue.

included Mayor of

m City Eﬂrpnrlunn

hﬂlldlmry Awami

leader Alaur Rahman

I.:hn and Mosarral Hesain,
See Page 12 Col |
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j-;; 'Recommendations for Radio

TV autonomy in 3 months

Polhicy lormulation work for
g:'mﬁ autonomy Lo Bangladesh
tar and Bangladesh Televi
sionn (BTV) will be completed
within three months according

to official sources

The Radio TV Autonomy
Commission. formed three
months back to place recom-
mendations before the govern-
ment. is now working on vari-
ous aspects of giving autonomy
to the two state-run electronic
media The Commission is
studying the pros and cons of
probable structure for the Betar
and the BTV as autonomous in
stitutions. [t held its eighth
meeting on Wednesday ;
Chairman of the Commission
M Asafuddoula told this corre
spondent yesterday

So far the Commission re
ceived “good responses’ in gath
ering public opinion regarding
the planned autonomy. he said

We will continue 1o ex
change views with a cross sec

By Reaz Ahmad

tion of ople including cul-
tural bodies in the country and
representatives of some reputed
independent electronic media
in ot counitries

[t was Jearnit that the Com-
mission had already gathered
experts views from invited rep

Blue, White panels
submit nominations

for DUTA polls

By DU Correspondent

Both Blue panel and White
panel yesterday submitted
nomination papers for the elec
tion to the 1 5-member executive
committee of the Dhaka Uni:
versily Teachers Association
(DUTA) which is scheduled for
December 31 However Pink
panel is not contesting

Prol Mostala ¢ howdhury ol
Palitical Science: Prol Aminur

Ser Page 12 Col 7

resentatives of the British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC), Voice of America (VOA).
and NHK of Japan who were in-
vited to Bangladeash Media
professionals from Akashvani
and ZEE TV of India are sched-
uled to come Dhaka next week
to explain their rience

The Chairman of the Com-
mission said that a proposal for
visits by the Commission
members to BBC. NHK. Door-
darshan and Akashvani head-
quarters has been put forward
l’nr government s considera-
tion

M Asafuddoula expressed the
hope that the Commission
would be able to submit iis rec
ommendations within the
stipulated time The Commis-
sion is su lo submit s
recommendations within six
months of its formation

‘We are hoping to put for
ward a set of optiona before the

See Page 12 Caol 7
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