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Fujimori rejects demands by rebels

Netanyahu may agree to
Palestlmansl'atemth

JERUSALEM. Dec 20 Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

would accept the creatiop a
Palestinian state, but with se-

vere Hllitltlnnl on its
sovereignty alde uid tn
an mtm
e et 1t

' t is that u can
call it anmyth.ing you yﬂt. You
can call it autonomy or you
can call it a state us,” said

D.:d Bh.r-uEhnglmhml
with the English language
. The Jerusalem Post.

-lllan's comments came
as lsrael prepared its policy for
talks on the final status of
Palestinian-run territory. lt
further sharpened

on what lsrael nuid

ultimately the
Palestinians.

The issue of statehood for
the Palestinians is critical and
Arab rception that
Israel's new m-
ment was unlrﬂling to accept
such statehood was one of t
main reasons behind the cur-

offer

g

The prime minister recently
indicated that he would
a state-like entity for the
Palestinians similar to a com-
monwealth like Puerto Rico or

Iimitations on sov

a state with shared sOvereigiily
like Andorra.
Bar-lllan said that
ahu's y was similar
to that of the former left-
vernment of Prime Minster
himon Peres, who had en-
dorsed the idea of a federation
between the Palestinians and
neighboring Jordan.

However, Peres Labor Party
had dropped its official opposi-
tion to a Palestinian state,
while Netanyahu's Likud Party
insists on restricting
Palestinian sovereignty.

What Netanyahu is
about is limited sovereignty
and actually the Labor
was talking about limited
:ovmignt too,” said Bar-lllan.
tha unttih:rtt:’:t
was t Netanyahu
government a Palestinian state
would be demilitarised, in
contrast to the Labor govern-
ment which did not enforce
limitations on weaponry.

He also said that Israel has

no plans to Jewish set-
tlements but could
triple the number of Jewish set-
tlers living two million

Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.
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m&: Affairs and Petroleum Ministers, -
bar Velayati and m Reza Agazadeh

-m.m'ﬁnmudm
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since 1991, is likely to irritate
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ll hlled in Taipe
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fires in homes around left 11 people
M, said. AP from Taipei
They the worst, started by a uu-ﬂr.k killed a woman
and her four children in Chiayi, 194 kilometres (120 miles)
south of the capital, Taipei. A fire caused by a cooker killed
four including an 11-year-old girl in Taiwan's second

§i

Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the outgoing UN sec
returm home to Egypt in January

Taiwan, whmr.dﬂynulncimm behind rapid urban
and industrial expansion. Public outcry

political repercussions and mayors losing their jobs.

'meﬂanhﬂung,andamanmherﬂm-ddmcc:

smoke from a fire

over fires can lead to

to write

w said Thursday. AFP reports from United Natk;m
He is returning to Egypt and will write two books.” one on

the

Boutros-Ghali, 74,
‘hand over the

Camp David peace treaty between Israel and
other on the United Hnti:gl said s
ﬂmthym 1

31 to Ghana's
Kofi Annan, ‘who was his Under

and an-
d Fawzi.

for five years. He will

Secretary for peacekeeping op-

erations, and leave New York January 1.

ElﬂPhﬂnt kills 5 in Bihar: 4 .

e to death in the eastern Indian

trampled five people
state of Bihar, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported yesterday.

AFP says from New Delhi.
The

other
m.,hl killed four

Madr-leeklmt'l

mu-nuum-l
choked with
from New Delhi.

in the southern cit
to clean up

t, which had got
ts. strayed into the village of Sa la
people sleepi

said. Three others m:‘inj
k.llled a I"lrmer in the village of Pals and also damaged crops

cut off from a group of four
ursday
under a Haystack, tht

ured. The animal then

to clean rivers:

of Madras plans to seek

its rivers and canals that are
. & newspaper reported Friday. AP reports

About 65 kilometres (40 miles) of canals and rivers that me

ander through

WASHINGTON, Dec 20 All
East Asian countries — even
China — welcome the US-
Japanese allance as a deterrent
against Japanese military
resurgence, Japan s ambassador
te the United Stales said,
reporis AP.

China expressed concern
this year about US-Japanese
military ties. but despiie this,
"China in a n welcomes the
close Ja‘:En reiations in-

Japan-US security
Aﬂunndnr Kunihiko

Suharto’s call to
donate 2 pc of

profits to poor

JAKARTA. Dec 20: President
Suharto. in a decree reileased by
:u:l wealthy Indnn:i-; =)

in-

dividuals and to do-
::Etmpumdthﬂr
. reports Reuter.

hmnh'dﬂadﬂmlu

Rao

Madras. now renamed Chennai, are clogged nruh
l-lud# and h'.iduﬂ.rl'.-l and household wastes, the Financial Ex

ston of the American Bar Asso
Ciation's national securily

I*klhn-cinﬂrhdﬂdthlt

Japanese mililary spending s

m.iu-m-hmmm
of the War has prompted
much of the world to Lrim.

Tokyo wants "o make our de-
fenice lorves more effecuve. and

show
that 60-70 cent of the
Japanese the
presence of the 45 US msli-

LIMA. Dec 20 Communist
rebels freed four hostages from
an embassy residence Thur-
sday, incl one man in a
wheelchair, while Fr,ru s

government pr
unumu to free ndmdl mnr:
— amid a welter of conflicting
Red C “'kt passed

ross workers
through police lines to ferry
fruit, . ham and cheese o
the 375 men, who were still be-
ing held Thursday night as the
standoff passed Lhe 48-hour
mark.

The Tupac Amaru Revolu-
tionary Movement, late in the
afternoon, released four
Peruvian men for medical rea-
sons, Red Crogs s man
Steven Anderson

The are from at
least 28 countries. Seven are
Americans, according to one
American's wife, who was re-

leased earlier with all the other
women captives.
On Thursday. Peru's

President Alberto Fujimori as-
sured nine national leaders, in-

his tmneﬂ:lng "a
P lauluﬂunﬂmﬁhhill:nli?

e princi ective o
p:uerﬂngthelfﬂlthnjdlﬂeul‘

those held."

It was the Peruvian leader's
first pronouncement on the
two-day-old crisis.
by the Forcign Miniatry. which

stry. ic
said similar letters gr: sent
Thursday to the leaders of
Argentina, Bolivia. Brazil,
South Korea, Paraguay,

nﬂdﬂlﬂlﬂl Spain and

tfall. there were
reports th authorities shut off
power in the neighbourhood,
darkening a four-square block
area, However, an reporter
nn the scene said some lights in
the neighbourhood were on.
Peruvian television fnntage
showed lights on in the ambas-
sador' nlnulm There rllﬁ
immediate explanation for
repurwd blackout.
one point earlier
Thurndny what sounded like a
gunshot was heard in the com-
There was no explana-
tion for it.

Ar';nthc;l report say
President Alberto re-
mwuﬁﬂ“‘m.

at their jailed comrades be
freed as a condition for the re-

lease of about 375 hostages be-
held at the J ambas-
e

The president's Council of
Ministers approved the mea-
sure earlier in the day on
Thursday, but didn't disclose it
for hours. A one-page statement

was [axed to local media early
Fridny morming.

En" l;ﬂlﬂd in n;ltt that thti.-
unci "t roposa

of the - dent of lhc? ublic
to not ac the of
I:mtttng in any terrorist
mprisoned in & Peruvian peni-
tentiary.” -

The measure was Fujimori's

first direct public reaction to
the crisis, set nﬂ' last Tuesday

night.
Meanwhile, the UN Security

condemned the seizure of
hostages at the residence of the
Japanese ambassador in Lima
as an assault the inter-
national community as a
whole.

In another show of solidar-
ity with the Peruvian govern-

ment, outgoin ecreta
General Baut.run%m.l ry
expressed his “profound ::m
cern” over the incident. UN offi-
cials said some United Nations

employees were among the
i but refused to de-

tails, citing security.

' Peruvian rebels free 4 hostages

Another report says, Japan
announced Friday ﬂ{nt it Eru
slepping up security at some of
its embassies around the world
because of the attack by leftist
rebels on its ambassador's resi-
dence in Peru.

The government also said it
was not yet seeking a direct rul:
in negotiations with the
rillas who are holding h rudn
of hos at the residence in
Lima. including Japan's
ambassador.

Meanwhile, Peru's leader as-
sured President Clinton and
other world leaders Thursday
that his " pal objective” in
trying to seized diplomats
.,.,E"“"‘ them out of rebel

unharmed.

President Alberto Fujimori
made the vow in letters sent to
the US president and the lead-
ers of t other countries with
diplomats held hostage at the
Japanese ambassador's resi-
dence.

I want to assure your excel-

lency that | am cntl?.r
and continuously gt

engaged
team in a
ation mm_mﬂ

%handlt&nfﬂmle
d Fujimori wrote.
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Serhlnn nﬂtlﬂnﬂll!t and uppomtmn leader V’uk Draakmrlf hulds a trndﬂnal U'rthndnl
Christmas Slava cake during anti-government demonstrations in Belgrade Thursday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Milosevic’s aides threaten
crackdown against unrest

KRUSEVAC, Yugoslavia. Dec
20: President Slobodan Milose-
vic's aides are warning of a pos-
sible crackdown against
swelling unrest. and orchestrat-
ing rallles denouncing the
United States and as
“dark powers” behind the tu-
mult. reports AP

Anti-government protesters
numbering 250.000 filled the
streets of Belgrade on Thursday.
the largest turnout since the
daily demonstrations began
five weeks ago ition or-
ganizers appealed to Milosevic
not to divide Serbs by painting
his foes as traitors — saying
that could lead to civil war

“They are ) plvpll nnt
against the ﬂtﬂ'f nﬁcr
position leader Zoran D]II'
We have been watching

lu-n Prllld-nt M Ydl:-l rocks with pop mulmam at a

Yeltsin's energetic stumping,

tion a week later, but also
tumn.

regime’s attempt to civil
wnrwlthhmmrmddi lief.
rotesis began last
:mnth er courts and election
tnmmisnmns controlled by

Milosevic annulled jtion
victories in local elections Nov

17.

A delegatiorr of the trans-At-
lantic Organization for Secu-
r:l({ and Cooperation in Europe
led by former Spanish Prime
Minister Felipe Conzalez is to
arrive in Belgrade on Friday to
review the election results

Yugoslav Foreign Minister
Milan Milutinovic indicated
Thursday that Milosevic would
not OPPU.- new local elections
lf the E delegation recom-

'I"hr npp-nnmnn wants the
nrl:lml results reinstated, be-

lieving that m: control ]

of the media and election com-
missions would make the new
elections unfair

In contrast to the opposi-
tion. Milosevic's supportlers
seetned scarce and slow to mo-
bilize — roughly 3.000 die-hard
Communists. most of them el-
derly. were bused in from vil-
lages to a 20-minute rally
Thursday in the town of Kruse-
vac 9 miles southeast of Bel-
grade.

FPro Milosevic rallies so [ar
have been held in provincial
cities. but indg: said he was
concerned the rbian leader
may soon try lo organize one in
the rorﬂnl thus increasing the
risk of a clash between oppos-
ing protesters

rumours of drlermrlll

heal

o o -

\ Liberation Tigers o

Japan bars
bureaucrats

from taking

o1fts

TOKYO. Dec 20: toa
bribery scandal that ensnared
top health mmnistry officials.
Ja 's government on Friday
forbade bureaucrats to accept
gifts or favors from business
people whom they regulate. re-
ports AP.

The ban covers just about all
the favors Japanese business-
men traditionally shower on
bureaucrats to win goodwill:
dinners at exclusive restau-
rants. [ree rounds of golf. jun-
kets abroad.

About the only thing offi-
cials are still allowed to receive
is a cup of hot tea.

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto urged his ministers
to make all efforts to "achieve
results,” top government
spokesman Seiroku Kajiyama
told a news conference.

Punishments lor officials
who break the rules will be
worked out by each ministry or
agency later, a spokesman of

AAle Manggement and Coordi-

aalion Ageney sawl

Fulci upset over
threats against UN
personnel in
Tajikistan

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 20:
To mistreatment of UN
observers in Tajikistan, the Se-
curity Council president said
Thursday he would ask the
country's ambassador what is
being done to prevent the ha-
rassment, re AP.

UN have been sub-
jected to death threats. said
council President Francesco
Paolo Fulci. “They line them up
against the wall as il they're go-
ing to be executed. And then at
the last moment they don’t do
it.

Forty-four UN military ob-
servers are monitoring a truce
in Tajikistan between the Fo'v

on.

ernment and the o
who have been emhrnllcd in

L civil war since 1992, There have

been periodic cease-fire viola-
tions

Tigers kill 11
in Sr1 Lanka

COLOMBO. Dec 20: Tamil
tiger guerillas today ambushed
an army con in north-east-
ern Sri Lanka, kiling 10 sol-
diers and a civilian al offi-
cials said, reports AFP.

Gunmen of the aratist

Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) fired rocket pro-
pelled grenades and automatic
at the of ar-
moured vehicles in the district
of Anuradhapura, officials
said
"A civilian woman who was
ira with the troops was
also ki " a local official
said that it was routine
for the military to provide
armed escort (o civilans in the

mc't also destroyed
vehicles and es-
updﬂhnmbﬂﬂn

security forces, officials said.
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This January 09, ]{-}"L!h file photo shows US eitizen Inn
Berenson dunng her presentation to the press by the
Peruvian anti-terrorist authorities in Lima.
sentencing to life imprisonment for helping rent a safe
house for the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA). Peruvian intelligence sources said Wednesday
the guerillas wanted Berenson released - AFP/AUNH phutn

after her

OfTf the Record

Unforgivable error
BANGKOK. Dec 200 A Tha! woman uearly blaided herseld

when she mistook a tube of super glie Jor evudrops, The
Post reported Fridoy, sayvs AFY

orange vendor trom the central Tht PEON TEvce &8 Panaty

Thani, outside of Bangkok, wias rushed to bospial alter drop:

ph‘l% glue into both eves on Tuesday
realised that | h: ad putin the super glue only after 1 dropped

it in the second eye,

“she told the Post.

“The drop Hpt’t"’ld m my

eyes and it was burning hot. By the time | reached the hospital |

could not open

either of my cyes
Doctors managed to save her saght by washing out her
with oil and water. the report sand

L‘f’-q

Netanyahu studying Arabic!

JERUSALEM: Benjamin Netanvahu lsrael's hardline prime
minister, wants Lo commumcate better with the Arab world.

reporis AP.

Netanyahu is studying Arabic ar hoane sy the

belp: of

videotapes, his spokesman, David Bar Hlan said Thursday,

Arabic is "a language he re L_TI.T‘- ried Mt AT
"He has expressed disapproval ot tiie fact

Jews know Arabic

Bar-Illan said Israel s Educational TV has given Netanvahn
the first four in a senes of video!

COurse.
The spo

his fluent Americait-accented English

time to work on his Arahac

kesman acknowledged that Netanvabu.,

T

Bar 1. :‘.
that to9 ey T=<raecl

s of 118 Arahic language

kuown for
nght not have a ot of

1 presume that il le sver gots o oanmuate to do anvihing aboot

it. he will try 1o stuely.

; VCR Amenctms fa umnt&

Bar i said

ey R WA
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invention? o R

CAMBRIDGE. Massachuselts The internal
combustion engine? Satellite (onuntinicabvion’” The Internet?
reports AP

N - When asked inoan MIT stivey ta name the invention
that bas made life casier Ameriwcans picked the videocassetle
recorder.

“Years ago, dilticulties in rungm]*h ny VORSs were: so
widespread it was a staple of comehans raatmes, bot Auner
icans now embrace the technology, sl I_,r ster Thurew: pro
fessor of manapgcnient and econnnies gt e Massachiisetts
Institute of Technology

The of 1 008 xhilts wirk concdocisd iy November by the
Lemelson-M Prirze Boardd, wiiioh adimeestors the wanldbs
la t award for tnrovations et oy fayg

ht}' rocend ol the resporidesits o 1he VOR b
si ir daily lves Compuiters and < cllolar phinies tied
for IEEI‘.II'Id with 50 per cent arud voree mani and pagers tied for
third ﬂthﬂﬂprrvﬂlt

More than a quarter of hivse polled said the Internel piad
their ltves more convernwent e 12 per eent eited the Intertiet as
the No | invention that Moo= ginads A ricans lives more

complicated.

Minister says

Islamabad may raise

defence budget

ISLAMABAD, Dec 200 Pak
istan's Defence Minister
Shahid Hamid Thursday said
Islamabad L increase its
defence budget in view of
thrtlt;r;rnm rival India, e
ports :

"We have no intentions ol
reducing the defence hudpet
Hamid said. adding that the
country 26 per cent of s
14.2-billlon-dollar nationa!

on defence.

minister,
reporters at the
Force War

aking with

akistan Air
in Karachi,
said If possible Pakistan would
make "a te Increases 1o
cater o Il'l,I threat from across
the border.

Pakistan's traditional rival
India. with whom it has fought
three wars since | idence
from British rule in 1947 re-
defence ex

ﬁlﬂum gr:::nhrt;t 300 mul

Fm secretary Najmud-
ﬁ last week expressed

NEW DELHI Dec 20: P V

Narasimha Rao. who could

The Hindustan Times said

Rao's refusal to go umntil
given an ultimatum his
party had overshadowed his

Butn:ddadth:tﬂlnhndh:-

shown any moral sense, which

all poltucllnl so singularly
lack, he may have been a great

prime minister. His promise
went up in a smoke of corrup-
tion "

The Hindu also felt that the
taint of scandal around Raeo,
'wuhmmcﬂ
buying offl MPs, all which
had contributed immensely Lo
the loss of credibility for the
= ess,” would never be

Ittﬁld "The Rao era had

ﬂwi ]
ibility of not only the
of the democratic ty as a
whole.”

Many newspapers also
homed in on Rao's to act

in when hindu fundamentalists
dtll rorld 16th-century

corruption

the cred-
but

era emdes s credibility of Cong(I), democratic pohty of Indm

hya in
lmmuu lhni
left around 2.000 dead in sextar-
ian riots.

year-old veteran PDHIH"I;H
should not be judged by the

serions ¢otwern over the "sab
stantial ing rease.

Hanud sawd: "we will get 1o
gether wath the munistry of fi
nanee 1o see the possibility ol
getting additional hn nces "

However, he described the
situation o the border as satis-
bactory. He sald Pakistan de
<ires. improved relations with
ndia but adfled: "lnless the
role issue of Kashmir is there;
relations with India cannot be
vnrimal.

"Twooof the India:-Pakistan
wars were lought over the dis
I-(H“] Himalayan territory ol

ishmir. which is home to a
redomimmantlv. Muslim popu-
ation.

Fakistan has called for a
UIN sponsored plebiscite to re-
=olve the issue. but New Delhi
retects the proposal. arpuing
that the state s an integral part
ol India:

The India controlled por-
tinnt of Kashmir has been
rocked since 1989

US unhknly to
change policy

on Iran

WASHINGTON. Dec 20: Call-
ing Iran "a dangerous force on
the world scene,” US Secrelary
of State Warren Christopher
said Thursday he sees no basis

for any change in the US policy

of see to contain Iran. re-
ports AP,

At a r -and news
n:m erence, Christopher real:

firmed US rcnd*lnﬂn to open o
dialogue with lran.

hu:em Soosmiss f s "“w““"
¢ e -
sorship of terrorism, s at-
templt o lu* wea ul
:.uudulrm ellorts
The ruhm.- the m'"m
m.-nmmmmmu



