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NEWS BRIEFS

Trawler

PATUAKHALI, Dec

rice sinks

200 A |

trawler. carrying some |.000 '
unds of rice. sank in the 1‘
river Andhermanik at Kala

in

Witnesses said

the district on Thur
some busi-

nessmen of Kalapara hired the

trawler. "MV Himel."

ing

loaded trawler ca
as it salled [rom

for carry-
rice to Bhola. But the over-
ized as soon

lapara ghat

reporis UNB

Palythene factory
gutted in Palna

PABNA, Dec 20: A polythene
[actory was gutled in a fire at

Sadhupara in the town Thurs

AT

fire service sources
fire, that originated

fromi an electric short circuit
and lasted about three hours
repuris UNB
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BDR has been dnplnyad around Dhnkn Central Jail to hghtan security fulluwmg an abortive revolt by a section of

prisoners.

Tangail under control: Jessore remains tense

Revolt at Dhaka Central

Jail crushed

A revolt a section of
Dhaka Cen Jail inmates
was crushed y with
security batons

personnel using

and nﬂt butts that left an
unspecified number of pris-
oners injured. jail sources said.
Prisoners of Tangail District
JE:IIII Tt back to their crowded
s late mw

endlng their 37-hour ‘con
after intensive ne-

led by Awami e
gml Lcagu
Tangail Earre-spﬂndrrﬂ n.--

the . Jail,
rlm:l the

'lhere inmates

carrymg hanner of rebeliion Tucld.r

Star Report

remained under control of the
prisoners, though their resolve
was reportedly weakening fol-
lowing split in their ranks and
persuasion by the authorities,
according reports available
here last night.

The situation at Barisal
District Jail remained under
control of the authorities. who
used massive force to quell the
revoit by . The prison-
ers b took control of the
prison Thursday.

But the figh left 130 peo
ple injured including 30 wai-
deris. One of wardens, n
Khan, with head injury. is now
in critical conditionn at Barisal

'Gas purchase deal signed |

with US company

By Sharier Khan

The ment has
| the first Gas Purchase Sales
Agreement (GPSA) with an
American hydrocarbon

| ration company and finalised

the second one with a British

Cabinet next week for approval.
the sources said .
The GPSA outlines how

much gas will be produced by
thr s field developer and at
pﬂﬂ' it will sell the gas to

thr government. It also outlines
pa guarantee for the de-
veloper .cum seller and other
aspects of purchase

The D&’:hntﬂ is scheduled
to begin drilling of one well In
the Jalalabad Gas Field in Syl
het by the end of this month
and another In next two
months. It is expecied to com
See Puge 12 Col 7

Medical College Hospital, our

Stalf Correspondent reports

from Barisal. But fate of the in-

,Lured prisoners could rm't
MOWTI.

Details about the prisoners’
abortive bid to take control of
Dhaka Central Jail yesterday
morning could not be known.
Prison officials ignored
queries from newsmen as well
as worried relatives who rushed
to the century-old Dhaka
Central Jail. where over 6000
prisoners reportediy sleep In
shifi~ The prison has roeoss-{og
only 2.216 persons

As Armedd Battalion Police

See Page 12 Col 4
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Prisoner dies at
Dhaka Central
Jail hospital

By Staff Correspondent

A prisoner died at the ho
tal in Dhaka Central Jail early.
yeslerday morning. police sa

Police and jall sources said
that the deceased. a young man.
was under treatment for tuber
culosis at the jail hospital for
some Lime

The name and other details
of the dead could not be known
immediately. Police sources
added that the body was due 1o
be sent o the Dhaka Medical

College Hoapital for autopsy.

Bus passengers
robbed, beaten
up in Madanpur
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. [Dec 20 AL least ‘W)
passciigers of a uight coach
were injured. 10 seriously
wheil a gang ol armed dacoils
swooped on the passengers at
Tekerhal under Madanpur dis
trict late last rught

Aboul ten dacoits who were
travelling in guise ol passern
Bers, atlacked the passer s al
about 2 30 am and looted cash
and valuables worth about Tk
10 lakh wiliiesses sayd They
also beal up the passengers

The bus with 55 people on
board was going to Bansal from
Dhaka

Of the injured 28 were ad
mitted lo Gournad)y Thana
Health Compilex while two oth
ers -~ Salam 32 and Abul, 52 —
were senl lo Barisal Sher-E-
Bangla Medical College Hos
pital in cntical condition

e —.

— Star photo
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| WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

. NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

for CHT peace
begins today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 20: The

ge in set for a di be-
tween Shantibahini leaders
and the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts at Kha-
grachhari Circuit House tomor-
row, official sources said.

The government side in the

e, aimed at a
m:nluthn tmlnm:
drawn Chlttaﬂnﬁ Hill

roblem. will ed by Chief

p of the J Abul
Hasnat Abdullah while the five
members Shantibahini team
will be headed by JB Larma
alias Shanto Larma. President
of Parbattya Chat am Jana
Sanghati ity | SS). the
sources said.

The Chief Whip along with
some other members of Na-
tional Committee includin
Mayor of Chittagong Mohiud-
din Chowdhury reached Kha-

rachhari today for the dia-
. the sources said.

The dialogue, the first since
the new ment took over,
is scheduled to start at 10 am

Meanwhile, eight security

camps in the bordering s
of Lou and Chi H:ﬁ:
Fanchﬁh ﬂ'mnn nflih a::h-
hari hill district have

been withdrawn. Five uthcr
camps have been kept inopera-
tive uim::c December 17 as per
demand of the Shantibahini
leaders to facilitate their ar-

rival for the dialogue, the
sources said.

Bculd:a securit rol has
been t relaxed Ir{ li:amc
for the days, ahead of the
peace-talks, the sources added.
The five members Shan-
tibahini team will be flown to
the venue of dialogue by heli-
Enptl:r from Dudukchhari bor-
village under the Kha-
gra ari hill district, the
sources said. -

Samad Azad holds
talks with Pak.
[Lankan FMs

NEW DELHI, Dec 20: F
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,

' who is now attending the

SAARC ministerial conference
in the Indian capital, had a
busy schedule today, reports
BSS.

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shahebzada Yakub Khan today
called on the Bangladesh for-
eign minister and discussed bi-
lateral.

e e e  S——— =

S

regional and interna- |

tional issues of common inter- |
; esis.

The Pakistan foreign minis-

. ter extended his congratulation
|

|

——

to Bangladesh F Minister
Abdus Samad Azad lor the wa-
ter sharing (reaty between
Bangladesh and India.

Earlier. Bangladesh minis-
ter had a bilateral meeting with
his Sri Lankan counterpart
Laxmayn Kadir Gama

'Human' robot
developed

TOKYO. Dec 20: Japa
Honda Motor Co. Lid said tnday
it had develo the first "hu-
man”~ robot that is capable of
deciding to changt direction ac-
cording to the terrain. reports
AFP.

The battery-powered robot.
with two legs and arms. is capa-
ble of cmm direction ac-
cording to itions, climbing
stairs or and balancing
itself automatically. the auto
maker said in a statement.

"Such characteristics make
it possible for the robot to per-
form tasks such as pushin
cart and tightening bolts.
said

The robot is 180 centimetres
Inix feet) tall and weighs 210
kilogrames Hﬂ:.'. ?oundli
He has purr: *  __Ltics re:
scarch for -nrnl years.

S Lanka

SAARC FMs' meet ends in Delhi

Pledge to make SAFTA

effective by 2000

NEW DELHI. Dec 20: A two-

day South Asian meet-
ing ended with a to make
l'.e region a free tr zone as
soon as possible, Indian For-

eign Minister Inder Kumar Gu-
jral said today. AFP.
"We agreed that the transi-
tion to a South Asian Free
Trade Area (SAFTA) should
start at the earliest... preferably
by 2000." hcluldaprm:mfcr
ence at the end of the 17th
SAARC council of ministers'

meeting.
Gujral said the min-
ister meeting of the South

Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). grouping
Bangladesh. Bhutan. India. the
Malidives, . Pakistan,
"also to
trirn the bloc into a “people's ™
aovemendt.
But the un of trade
barriers. would be the main fo-
cus, he said. after the meeting
concluded today.
"We have alrea
fully covered over 2. items
he said. "We will try to beat the
mrﬁ date (2000) by two years
e South Allln Preferen
tial Trade t (SAPTA)
aims to bolster cooperation by
reducing intra- taritts

SUCCESS

to almosl zero. nations
account for just 3.4 cent ol
global trade, altho Cot|
tain one-third of world «

worklorce.

Gujral said initial scepi-
cism about the decade old body
had “vanished”™ but added that
member states, sing
filth of humanity and identi-
fied as the world s most Illltrr~

e w have lnkmuce child

mﬂrrta!ltg under flve years 1o
below 3 per 1 'Dm births by

DSE index falls by
104 points in 2 days

By Staff (orrespondent

The major marke! indica
tors ol the Dhaka Stock
Exc hange [DSE) started falling

again alter experiencing  mod
erale Nse lor a few days follow
g the announcemen' | gov
ernment initiatlives lo img
the situation in the country s
stok markets

The gain achieved during
the period of rise. has already
been lost in only two day's mas-
sive lall. amountng to more
than 104 points in its share
price index

(On Thursda da
ol the week H 7§

the closis
WILNeESsSe(

- point {all pushing down its All
| Share Price Index 1o 2587 25

pouints. The slide on the previ

ous day was by 29 points
Moderate upward trend pre-
vailed on the E floor for five

consecutive days as the ﬁm
erument announced a packave
pf factlities  for general i
vestors and some measures
against corrupt share brokers
and market manipulators

Thie two stock markets in (e
country have been coming ol
0f qtagnam?r prevailing there
since the later part of lasl
month as the lfhﬂdultd baiiks
resumed giving loans agaiinst
share certificates and Invesi
ment Cor ation of Bangl.
desh (ICB) began trading on 1he
floor

As per a government deq)
sion. two  committees have
ready been formed to monitor

Lthe ation of circuit break:r
and keep surveillance over the
markets situation.

Ser Page 12 Col 2
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Tofael meets Jyoti Basu in Calcutta

Dhaka seeks easy access for its

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed has
suggested that India should lift
the existing restirictions on
Bangladeshi items and allow
Lheir export to iis eastern
states  including West Bengal to
boost trade. reports LUNB.

He also called upon the
members of the South Asian
Association for Regional Coop

eration ISAARC) for c?rped
the early creation of a m:ﬁ

area in the region to strengthen
their r tive economies

R.tpid conversion of the
SAFTA to SAFTA (South Asian
Free Trade Area) has become
necessary in the context of the
requirement of the SAARC na
tions.” Tofael said while meet

¢ ing West Bengal Chief Minister

Jyoti Basu in Calcutta yester-
day

According to a message re
ceived in Dhaka. the
Bangladesh minister said that
the progress of the South Asian
Preferential Trading Arrange.
ment (SAPTA). signed in ;
cember last year. Is still very
slow

Stressing regional and bilat-

eral cooperation in trade, he
said ! A should be created
as early as lihlf in the con-
text of the point declaration
of the Singapore meeting of the
World Tradr Or nnlilllun
(WTO) and the S

Referring to the pol-l-'lhllil
of greater irade relations wit
the eastern states and the West
Bengal of India. he said the two

goods to eastern Indian states

couniries can enhance Inconx
if New Delhi removes
Bangladesh's export items from
its reserved list

It will also expand the fields
of mutual cooperation and en
cour trade and investment
including joint venture, be
tween the two countries, said
Tofael. He is now in Calcutta 1o
altend an industrial fair there

He flew to the West Bengal

capital to in the 10
day India Trade Fair
as the chief guest. Basui
will the exhibition todav
Bangladesh is also taking pari
in the fair

The Bangladeash ministe)
thanked and expressed grati

tude to the Wesl Bengal chiel
See Page 12 Col 8

2010 and actively fight to catch
up with illiteracy and poverty.”
he said.

The minister also said the

%mmkmg of setting up

conversion
arrangemcnt to facilitate
tourism” and hnld annual trade
fairs in SAARC capitals.

The bloc also wanted to step
up relations with counterparts
such as the European Union
and the seven-nation Associa-
tion of South East Asian Na-
tions. he said.

Gujral said India was also
keen lor sub-regional
tion with Sri Lanka
Maldives on the one hand and

adesh. Bhutan and
on nl.l:r But he denied

rch ﬂv'.ll was
ng conscious
idea is un r:nn-

tiguous geographical areas.” he

See Page 12 Col B
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| Govt-PCJSS dialogue

NEW DELHI. Dec 20: The
trial of a former British army
glfﬂtiermmd five Latvian nation-

s is on January 3 for
dropping assault rifles. rocket
launchers and grenades from a
plane in eastern India. a magis-
Hgle directed Friday, reports

The wooden crates contain-
ing arms and ammunition were
meant for launching a war
against the West state
in vernment by a cult called

anda Marg (Hap Path),
which is based in Purulia,
where the boxes were dropped,
Indian oflicials have anldp
group has denied the allega-
tions.

The crates were dropped
from an AN-26 cargo plane on
December l?lulymr Air force
jets in ed the plane when
it returned to India a week later
and arrested five Latvians and a
Briton.

The six, now charged with
waging war against the state
and sedition will face trial in a
court in Calcutta, the tal of
West Bengal state, United News

See Page 12 Col 7
Foundation of

Bangabandhu

Monument to be

laid on Mar 7

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to lay the
foundation of the Banga-
bandhu Monument” near the
Dhanmondi lake on March 7
next, marking the 26th an-
niversary of the historic speech
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman at Suhrawardy
Uddyan in 1971. reports UNB.

is was stated by State
Minister for Youth and Sports
and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Quader while ad a ju-
venile painting competition
here yesterday.

The competition was organ-
ised by bandhu Memorial
Museum at Dhanmondi mark-
ing the silver jubilee of coun-

VT,

Some
ferent schools city partic-
ipated in th:ll:blh'idrwn‘;l:ﬂ-
tion on "Bangladesh: Coun-
See Page 12 Col 3
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