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outside force. These rulers
somechow assimilated with the

ship.Therefore the fo

comfortably ruled over them
through their ts. as the
rulers avoided the region be-
cnuur.- of it's un.[ncndly weather
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¢ foreign rulers did send
their emissaries who in turn
created local agents to carry out
their duties to subjugate the lo-
cals. The locals their due
share of revenues without get-

the benefits that can come

the rights and obligation
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Muslims, had under their wings
Hindu scholars who
flourished. Thus Bengalee
characteristic of tolerance is

3

nfortunately the Pakistani
wanted to change all
that and lorce a blanket Muslim
nationalism over evervone
That was an unrealistic ap
proach considering that the two
rgu of Pakistan was sepa
rat 1000 miles and a lnrgrr

I

dlﬂ:rrm:t of culture. lar e
and socioeconomic out u
The only hindlnﬁu"mr was re-
ligion which in

own flavor.

ngal has it's

mles protest at central Shahid Hlnnr against fahyns
ration. Photo: Rashid Talukdar.

the region was ruled pro
this t wWert unnubtz‘cnd e

Eastern Bengal always re-
mainefl“a granary for India.
Other economic activities were
never developed to make this
region more self-sufficient. One
can assume that self-sufficiency
simply didn't fit the bigger
picture of the global outlook of
the great rulers of the sub-
continent.

During the Second World
War. Bengal faced a great man-
made famine that caused many
deaths and misery 1o countless
more. Unfortunately, Bengal
never rtcnv:red from that
famine. At the end of the World
War Il the %lﬂbal political sce-
nario was fast changing. The

colonies were gaining their
freedom. The Indian freedom
movements had been put on
pause during the war. However,
with the end of the war the
British kept their part of the
deal and gave India her free-
dom. This however. was not the
same India they had colonized,
but, a divided India.

Pakistan was created to
make the "homeland” of the
Muslims. Pakistan had two
wings East and West Pakistan.
The People of East Bengal, bet
dominantly Muslims, ha
Rplcd to join Pakistan with the

ope that their lot would be
better with their Muslim
"brothers”’. Unfortunately, very
early on it was apparent that we
had just replaced one ruler with
another.

If I may go back in history..
the ‘identity’ assertion that be-
came manifest during the
colonial rule culminated in the
- achievement of Pakistan as a
home of the Mus]ims This 'i-
dentity assertion,” although ap-
parently religious and commu-
nal in nature, was essentially a
reaction of a marginal commu-
nity in quest of its due share in
economic and political arena.

A practical approach by the
Hindu leadership to accommo-
date the identity aspirations of
the Muslims would, in all prob-
ability, have averted a commu-
nal divide of the sub-continent
in 1947. Unfortunately, short-
sightedness of the congress
leadership, ulterior motives of
the Muslim elite, and British
policy intertwined to negate
such a possibility.

The nationalism that
emerged in the post -1947 pe-
riod in then East Pakistan was
not only of the Muslims, but of
the entire Bengali community
cutting across religious differ-
ences. Thus, whereas the pre-
1947 nationalism was cloaked
under the religious and/or
communal surplice, the t-
1947 nationalism was cnm]}r
secular,

Such a secular element was
retained throughout boundless
twists and turns to the end of

the liberation war. It was,
. quite natural that the
constitution of the independent
state of Bangladesh drafted in
1972 had to accommodate secu-
larism as one of the r ideo-
logical foundations of state.
Their is a historical signifi-
cance. Thu has seen the

wnkenmtu many religious
ra from Hinduism

to Islam and Chis-

The euphorif for an #co-
mic fr a A once
red the i of the

elite Bengali Muslims turned
out to be a sham in the post-
Pakistan period. The lence
of the Bengali Muslim masses
was nol better either. With the
departure of Hindus. the key
positions in the East Bengal
administration were quickly
monopolized by the Punjabi
and Urdu speaking Muslim
elites from UP and other areas
of India who had migrated to
Pakistan. Even the decision-
ocess i the new state
appeared 1o be vesled in the
Center (the Capital) located in
West Pakistan and in which,
54% of the population-the
Bengali Muslims had no share.
e Pakistan Government,
dominated by West Pakistani
Urdu speaking bureaucrats and
politicians never felt Bengalis
capable or intelligent enough to
be their equals. Bengalis were to
remain subservient to the West
Pakistanis. This pronounced
discrimination was applied in

respect of social, political,
economic. and even educational
activities. Right after In-

dependence ol Pakistan in
1947, head of the then Pakistan
Government, Quadi Azam Md.
Ali Jinnah declared. "Urdu is
going to be the only state lan-
guage of Pakistan’. Bengalis
realized they had been betrayed
and they were outraged.

Under the leadership of the
students of Dhaka University,
people showed their anger by
calling strikes and protest
marches. On February 21, 1952,
the Police fired upon on such a
march. killing many students
and sup ers. This police ac-
tion angered the people and
they revolted in anger against
the Pakistan hegemony. The
Government had to retract and
thus, the Bengall language was
at last given its true value,

The Language Movement of
1952. in
ginning of our int

ﬂdl::m pation, lihert
i tity. Because It L
significance a nmnurruﬂ‘l::-
built for the Martyrs of that
movement! where they were shot
down a lor the license to
speak in their own mother
tongue. On 21st. of Febru
ery year, termned as the SI&EI
Dibosh, Bengalees world over
pay respect to those brave sons
We can see Lhe partnership
between East and West Pakistan
had cracks from the very be
ginning. It was not a partner

ship based on equality, respect
am:rﬁ*rrdmn It was just the

posite. It was another “colo:
nization ol the short, dark.
Bangalees by tall. fair. West
Pakistanis The alees were
needed to divide India, and
make the sub-continent a

erless base for the rful but
dwindling British re. Once

Pakistan gained independence,
the Bangalees were given the
back seat and returned to serf-
dom. This 'serfdom resulted in
the Bengali distrust for West
Pakistan, evern more
valid and stronger.

Bengali nationalisin became
stronger For many socio-polit-
ically conscious ple. it be
came apparent! that the Pak-
istan theory was bound to fail.
These ‘intellectuals’ ascertained
that., Bengalis must choose
their late as an independent
nation to be governed Ben-
galis. This idea began to be dis-
cussed and argued.

Independence was first ar-
gued amongst the liberals in
politics. then the students, and
lhrn lhf small trading class

ngeg to Bengal. The de-
Eu'qe more and more se-

nn arne a dream
r a small

'Ic'ﬁisu whose

num s were minimal, nobody
srrmusl\r thought Bengalis

would rise in a military upns-
ing to secede from Pakistan. On

the contrary. it was thought
that this was going to be a natu-
ral process. The “birth”™ of

Bangladesh, was inevitable be-
cause that is what the people
would want and the Pakistani
nilers would have no choice but
to grant it. since Bengalis were
the majority. It was this naivete
that the Bengalis suffered from.

that was proved on the night of
March 25, 1971. They were to-

tally unprepared for such an
army action with so much ha-
tred and apathy

In the Winter of 1970. the
then military dictator of Pak-
istan gave us a general election.
A mass upsurge led by students
had earlier overthrown the au-
tocratic regime of Field Mar-
shal Ayub Khan. The new army
chief General Yahya Khan,
promised an election on the ba-
sis of adult franchisee. True to
his word the election was held.

The Awami League. led by
“Bangabandhu” {friend of Ben-
gal] Sheik Mujibur Rahman,

ot a land-slide victory. Of the
13 seats in the National As-
sembly the Awami League gol
167 seals, the rema 9 -
ties %et 132 and Independent
members 14. In the then East
Pakistan, except for two seats,
the Awami League got all the
167 seals.

The election result surely
came as a great surprise and
shock to the West Pakistani
Leaders, especially People's
Party chief Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
With only 88 elected members
to his credit, he to dictate
terms and conditions for the
National Assembly sessions.

On December 20. 1970,
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Bhutto declared in Lahore

ity, muiu:‘l the be- (Pakistan), that no constitution

could nor any
government al the center be
run without his party's co-op-
eration. The PPP added was
not red to oocupy the Op-

tion Benches in the na

Assembly.

In other words. he was nnl'.
willing to accept the victo
the Bengali pruplr and rrirlr
verdict by sending Sheik Mu
jibur Rahman and his party
with an overwhelming victory
to decide their own [ate

On February 13 1971 the
President of Pakistan General
Yahya Khan, summoned the
Natonal Assembly to meet in
Dhaka on March 3 for framing
a Constitution for the country
(Pakistan) On February 15
Bhutto declared that his party
would not attend the Natlonal
Assembly, as he felt the Consti
tution would not be framed ob
jectively but would be one-sided
and be totlally dominated by the
majority Party-the Awami

1 March |. 197] . President

Yahya pnﬂwnrd the summon -
ing of the National Assembly
He cited the reason As Bhutto's
s Party intention not lo
attend the session on the 3rd ol
March. Immediately followin
this announcement. the Chie
of the majority party, Sheikh

H ibur Rahman, announced
for the sake ol a minority
panv s disagreement, the demo
cratic process of consutution
making has been obstructed
and the national Assembly ses
sion has been postipot sine
die. This is most unfortunate
As [ar as we are concerned. we
are the representatives of the
nu.junlv pﬁ:hplr and we cannot
unchallenged™ . He

fUI'lhlt Ihﬁt.-mttdr
has 1w be pul; for ending 1

fcn]nmal treatment to which

n%] alees have been subjected
for the last 23 vears™ Not only
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. but
every Bengah saw betrayal and
conspiracy in the postpone-
ment of the National Assembly
session, Al last they realized
their fate and trust on Pakistan
wWas a mirage

Bengalis were meant to be
the slaves ol Pakistani over-
lords. The socio-economic ex-

loitatuion was supposed (o have

n accepted unconditionally
by the docile little brown Ban-
gakt-s How dare the! even think

ﬁovrm over the superior West

istanis?

However., the docile Ban-
galees were no more docile
They realized that the time had
come for them to curve their
own fate and be their own boss
It was fortunate for the Ban-

that they had at that time
a leadership in Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who could lead the na-
tion at the most crucial mo-
ment. by guiding the people
through a complex process of
political j

A ‘parallel government™ was
formed, after the postponement
of the Assembly session. in
Bangladesh, then East Pak-
istan. under the directive of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
There was no going back now,
the Ban s were now deter-
mined for their emancipation,
The Pakistani misrule had
come to an end. Unfurtunatelr.
the Pakistani leadership could
not afford the loss of Bengal but
they underestimated the Ben-
gali resilience.

With their insensitive atti-
tudt and miscalculation of the

gltx Bengali characteristic,
Hu: akistani Generals [igured
a good g up’ operation of
the trouble makers would end

all problems.
were not that simple.

The mopping up’ operation
ended up in a full mili-
tary clean up operation com-

parable to NAZI operations in
the Jewish Ghettos Warsaw. In
fact in nine months 3 millions

lees were killed a result of
operation, which

the Pakistani

by all means outnumbers the
Jewish Holocaust. Even that did
not scare the Bangalees. Tens
and thousands were uprooted
from their homes. Some fled to
taking shelter

India

The problems

there.

“Operation Searchlight”
Thus began the ratag Libera-

tion Army which in no time
formed into a very discipline

uﬂiﬂ:n:-:adlnmc

the Pakistan .
As the Liberation forces
ground with the
support of the people Pak-

Photo: Amiya Tarafder
Courtesy: llukl.ljnddhl Museum
Man ided Lu take drma dcmurlumd The ordinary
ard ghcf ‘the Fakis:a# ‘Arnly | Pakistani soldiers wha came (o

and free their land.

There was no possibility for
the B ees 1o remain a part
ol Pakistan on the basis of reli-
gion anymore because. in the
name of that religion Lhey
raped and killed the very people
who were to be their “sisters '

mothers " "brothers’ and "ta-
thers
The military crackdown of

the 25th March 1971. was the
final and decisive turning point
in the history ol Bengali na-
tionalism. Before this period.

the Bengali awareness or

nition that was demanded. had
always been within the frame-
work of Pakistan. But after the
25th March. the Pakistani at-
tempt to impose a military so-
lution on the simmering consti-

tutional crisis was to be
matched by resistance

The genocide, thus begun on
that fateful night. March 25,
1971, was to be the "cleansing
process.” This the military
regime of Pakistan intended as
a solution of the Eolttjcal prob-
lem. Hand in hand with it
would go on an equally brutal
colonization process of the
province. A simple but brutal
solution that would backfire.

Right after the crackdown,
Sheik Mujibur Rahman was ar-
rested. Most of the other leaders
managed to escape. In the early
hours of March 26, a pre-
recorded declaration of Inde-

endence, sent by "Banga-
randhu” to Chittagong, was
transmitted over the EPR
transmitter. On March 27th.
Major Ziaur Rahman, {(later
Major General, and later yet
President). read the declaration
of Independernice. on behalf of
Sheik Mujibur Rahman, from
the Chittagong radio station.

To give an idea what the
Pakistan's thought of us I quote
a few lines from the book "Wit-
ness to Surrender” by a Pak-
istani Army officer Siddiq Sa-
lik. who served in Bangladesh
during the nine-months strug-
g;:i as PRO of Pakistan Army:

scribing the day after the
crackdown i.e March 26 '71."
The officers chatted in the offi-
cer's mess with a visible air of
relaxation. Peeling an orange,
Captain Chaudhury said, e
Bengalees have been sorted out
well and proper at least for a
generation.” Major Malik
added, “Yes they n_l!i!: know the

language of force. Their hlamrg,.r
says so .
Most other areas of

Bangladesh outside Dhaka,
were still not occupied by the
Pakistan army. In the canton-
ments. the att s the West
Pakistani officers to disarm the
lee officers failed, because
of the previous twenty-four
days of political activities and
awareness. The DBangalee
officers — commission and
non-commissioned — aluﬂs
with the soldiers were prepar
for such a betrayal,
The EPR In::mF BDR), the Po-

lice and the alee elements
of the Pakistan with the
help of the ral

tht Pakistani forces at blm

y fight a jihad, (religious war), be-

an to see the truth. SOOI
ound out Lthey were deceived,
the war was not a religious one
but that of political superiority
and gow:r

litical strength of a
Ilheratmn force can never be
underestimated if they have the
support of the people. In the
case of our Liberation War,
Feople 0 general supported our
ight against the much superior
Pakistani Armed Forces with
no hesitation or coerce. As a re-
sult, we., the Mukti Bahini
(freedom Fighters). were able to
face the much more sophisti-
cated Pakistan Army with our
limited training and inferior
fire power. The support of the
niasses and our determination
saw Lo it that we didn't get an-
nihilated by the superiof Pak-
istani Forces.

Ultimately our allies. the
Indian Army, joined us and led
the final assault in December of
197 1. This thrust was vital. The
Pakistan forces could not han-
dle the assault. and finally
their defense crumbled. On De-
cember 16, 1971 the [Pakistan)
surrendered to the joint forces

of Bangladesh and India.

This was the ultimate dis-
grace to Pakistan but the begin-
ning of Bangladesh: a new na-
tion born with blood and tears
to the family of the United Na-
tions.

We gained our victory and
now we are responsible to be our
owrnl masters. Maybe we don't
have much to write home about
but we surely did fight a valiant
war and brought a martul race

to its knee,
For anvy nation to lwiome

self-reliant, independent and
have an identity with demo-
cratic values' takes time. After
our independence we had many
obstacles to overcome, not only
internally. but also externally.
It is very unfortunate that
litics is made very complex
the politicians. It seems the
nrdinar:.r geopk: ust become the
imilarly. Bangladesh
camt: a case tslnry in the
bigger scenario of the Power
Play and ultimately Henry
Kessinger's derogatory state-
ment ” basket case’ may be-
come the truth. As a freedom
fighter and a patriot 1 will not
accept that, same as | did not
accept the Pakistan Army's
bayonet. We did defeat the Pak-
istanis and | have reason
to believe we shall rise again
with the true Ba lee renais-
sance. We are only 25 years old.
give us a little more time,

We shall overcome 1!l Joi
Bangla! Joi Manush ! Long live

Bangladesh.
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Aﬂa. The Rape of Bangladesh by
4.2&,:{ desh War
of Independence ’
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5. Witness to Surrender by
Siddiq Salik.
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About The Essay CoapetiTion

Yes! This is your opportunity to tell us how much you
hmahm.ltmn' Liberation War. Already, people
around the country are celebrating the 25th

of our Independence, and TAG. for the same purpose, has
organised this competition. We are certainly looking
programme.

forward to in our
divulge some hints

Before | mention the essence of and
about this competition, let me first tell you who we are.
TAG is run by students who work in collaboration with
local schools and dailies to create awareness among the
teenagers about their common concern. Our main motto
is . "Learn more about

No doubt. the Ind e from Pakistan is the
proudest of all our achievements. And it is imperative on
our part to know about it . We believe that
your involvement in this particular competition will
inspire you to read books and talk to the who saw
}.his war. and thus broaden your knowledge of our
ndependence.

Hints About the Essay :
* If your exams are over. start right away you have
timne to read books on our or talk to
you think could provide you with information.

* Unlike other competitions. we have asked vour
parents to assist you in this matter. Since today's
teenagers are unfortunate not to have seen the Liberation
war. we think that if your parents tell you some stories
about the war. you will not only be inspired but also
tmﬁdrm to write the essay

* Please read the instructions carefully. Only students
from class eight to twelve can participate in this
competition. Under no circumstances should your essay
exceed more than 1400 words. And remember. we are
looking for an informative essay and not a political one.

. Ynur essay should be written in eligible handwriting

m-z send us a computer generated copy).

* Alt the essay should be written in English,

um students should not feel that they are at
a diudv-ntnged position. We are not interested in your
stylistic nl.ch An essay with simple structures but
with coherent ideas and full of information. will be
valued more than an essay with many poly syllable
wun:ln but little substance.

* Send your essay the stipulated time to The D
Star Office. Once lll:'z rnnuyr:u are checked by :ﬂz’
honourable judges. in a special occasion we will award
each winners attractive prizes, as well as a certificate
and a crest.

* Finally, we wish you Good Luck!

If }'ﬂ-u mh to know about the judges who will check
,slr_ you can read about them in a special issue of

AG whlch will be printed in the Teens and Twenties,
sometime in mid-December.

— By Romel, with Muna. Zaki, Raihan, Zareen,
Shaila, Mustasin and other TAG members.

Want to ﬂn Tag? S!]nE]r wﬂtt to us!

Cfum
House #11, Hi‘.l

Dhanmondi, Dhaks- 1205

"The Tale of a Nation"

by : Mir Saaduddin Ahmad.
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ERE is the tale about a land,

Of her people who fought hand in hand:

Armed without guns but with their will.
To free their mother land. they would gladly die
And even kill

Farmers', tailors’. doctors sons
They made the Freedom Force in seventy-one;
They marched against the mighty Pak force,
Lo behold. they won the battle in due course
But in the nine months war that t had to face.
The blood shed spared not a single place.
Mothers lost sons, families were torm apart.
Events took place that would maim even the savagest heart.

Humanity was violated. but had anyone cared?

It as if the rest of the world had stood and stared.
Thqf tried to squeeze the juice of our life

Plunging in despair. as if a knife.

Yet, we did not give up without a fight,

And Bangl was formed to our delight.
A prosperous future, it so did seem.
Dreams were seen of honey and cream.

But as our heroes swung away from impending doom.
After independence. history is a smeared vacuum,
Indeed. came cyclones, floods and famine,

And life was worse than it ever did seem.

What did happen in the next score ol years”

What has h to our lives held so dear?

What can a father say about the history of his nation
When corruption has even infested education?

"Power leads to cofruption,” a well stated low.

Our politicians seem to follow it. without the slightest flaw
They've dragged this nation practically into the dirt,

O Lord, my aching heart, how it does hurt

Darling Motherland. will you let it end like this?
Yours son’'s blood n all amiss'

Or will the youths try and start afresh?

Answer me now,. my beloved Bangladesh!



