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Pak law minister quits over "unjustified interference’

6 Russian civilians shot ’
dead in Grozny

peace
between Moscow and the sepa-
ratists in the southern Cauca-
sus Mountain bilic.

bodies were
noon, officials said Thursday.
"We will do our best to

and punish those who commit-
ted crime,” said Boris Gaz-
giryev, the deputy interior

minister in Chechnya.

The identity and motive of
the killers in both attacks was
unknown. The Red Cross work-
ers were shot before dawn Tues-
day at a village hospital that
the humanitarian group had
opened three months ago just

outside the capital.
Chechen and Russian lead-

ers have condemned that attack
and blamed it on forces trying
to torpedo the peace
A ma:vﬂre in A.ugusL
which left the separatists
largely in charge. has all but
stopped 20 months of fighting.
Russian troops are completirg
their withdrawal and prepara-
tions are being made for elec-
tions next month to choose a
n:T: v t and pariiatlmnt.
n government leader
Aslan Maskhadov called the at-

A partial Cabinet shakeu ti’l
pointment of Sou

Prime Minster Lee Sou -811

Cabinet reshuffle has been
Kim Young-sam open

of industrialised countries.

EL"C
in Pakistan.

south of the city of Multan.

agency said on Wi

Coalmine

Palestinian court Wednesday

Jericho.

fexecuted in

:—“ executed Iin the
The capital's first
look control in

Radio that the shakeup coul

nt'lplﬂcr reported yesterday,
beration Daily report
out with serious injuries after the collapse,
Tuesday. Two bodies has been recovered as of Wednesday. the

paper said. Rescue work was continuing but hopes of finding
any more survivors were slim, the report said.

2 Palestinians

grounds
for murdl:nnl a mother
blic execution since the lslamic Taleban
. Reuter reports from Kabul.

By g

Cabmet reshuffle likely in ROK:

uupmtedﬂulnmﬂﬂfuﬂm

Tass,
fund tha:lmmmnitura uman
said they
included fo rs and CIS ¢ditibens.
breakaway
months m to crush an

tack on the aid workers a "na-

e e
to pos-
sible to see that the s
are found and !

The Red Cross re-

lief operations in Chechn
and evacuated all but a
of its staff.

The United Nations also de-
cided Wednesday to
refugee operations in Chechnya
in response to the llaylngl

Foa. UN s Eok

New York, said the UN ngh.
Commissioner for Refugees
about 14 intcmaﬂunal llaﬂ'
and 30 Chechens who have

helped 80,000 dis-
phcadg;nt;:awnr P

The Russian military puu-
out and the deal have en-
emies on both sides and ten-
sions have been rising.

In another development, a

rogue Chechen field comman-

der on Wednesday freed 22 Rus-
napped sever ys om
their base on the border be-
tween Chechnya and the
Dagestan republic.

In a separate .

cident, reported by Lgpl ']}FAR
Tass news agency, a
of officials from the No Da*
setia region has been held
hnamgc near the Chechen vil-
lage of Znamenskoye for sev-
eral days by unidentified m&n
secking ransom. The officials
reportedly had ‘fme to Chech-
nya for talks with Chechen gov-
ernment officials.

the ap Korea's first to the an-
isation for Economic tion and t. the prime
minister said Thursday. reports from

said in an lntu-\ricw with KBS

come as early as Friday. The
expected for weeks after presid
ly said he will name a Cabinet member to
hecmrﬁu:thﬂnmauﬂr:tand:anndwtnthchﬂn—h:mdduh

ent

10 killed in Pak road mlshalgd

e were killed and 25 injured on Wednesday in a
t involving two buses in the central govtm:e of Punjab
police said. Reuter reports from Multan

Police said three of the injured were in critical condition
after two buses collided with each other about 35 kms (20 miles)

%mmnmnenkﬂledm'ﬂﬂ:

tnnrtkﬂ]edinku:dumdthemtal’tht
Cummonw:a]th of Independent States (CIS) this
the toll to 130 since the Soviet Union fell
. Reuter reports
Pl.nﬂlu'lr the head of the Glasnost defence
rights in the former Soviet Union.
were print. television and radio journalists, they

bringing
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Many were killed in the

of Cheé¢hinya, whidre ‘Russian 27
:fal g troops spet :
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ed by Chinese peasants has collapsed in Fuyang city
in cuntern Zhejiang province,

trapping seven miners, a

AFP says from Shanghai.

pﬁnnmmtmdnthn-dln 15 years for the
settlers last week, judicial umcuh said,

ed that one miner had been dug

which occurred on

get life-term: »

two men to life im-
of two Jewish

reports from

The two Palestinians, Abdel Nasser lsmail al-Kaissek 25, and
Ibrahim Saleh Alkam, 24, were
labour, and Ibrahim Mas'adhane, 25 received a 15-year
sentence, Palestinian Attorney General Khaled al-Qidrah told

life sentences with hard

aghamutam P

school in Kabul on
three small children

21 selected for Sahitya

Akademi Awards

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 Ashok
Mitra ( ). Sunetra Gupta
(English)., Surendra Verma
(Hindi) Ashokamitran (Tamil)
and llyas Ahmad Gaddi (Urdu)
I.l"l.' 21 selected yester-
y. for Sahitya Akademi
m for 1996, reports PT1.

Ashok Mitra gets the award
for his collection of Tal
Betal. Sunetra Gupta the
novel, Memmories of Rain,
Surendra Verma for his nowvel
Mujhe Chand Chai-e. Asho-
kamitran for his collection of
short stories Appavin Sineh-
idar, and as Ahmad Gaddi
for the Fire Area.

4 Dﬁmrunnrdu Im:ml:ﬂ- m-
uded irupama
(Assamese) for her

Ahlu
jatrli, Gianeshowar for
collection of poems
Kalave® Himanshi Shelat

criticisin ‘Bhuvanada B a
Shankar Ramani (Konkam) for
collection of poems Nillem
Nillem Brahma  Raj Mohan
Jha (Maithili) for uon of
short stories Aal Kalhi Parsoo,
T Padmanabhan. (Malayalam)
for collection of short stories
Gowri R K Mahdubiir Singh

(Manipuri) for a.nlholn? of
cmi Praloigh Mein tp&

(Marathi)
aph ka Mungiche
Haha a.ral and Mohan
i} for coliection

awar dhraumhmgrl
phy Mo Jeebana S

angram

Santikh Singh Dhir [Pun}lm
for collection of short stories
rﬁ;m Nem lelya.n Joshi

asthani) for memips Olun
Ri Akhi Atan.' Eshavachandra
Dash (Sankskrit) for collection
of poems ‘Isha., Laksmi Khilani
(Sindhi) for Gufa Je Hun Paar

Zardaricharged with Murtaza

murder ahead of release

KARACHI, Dec 19: The hus-
band of ousted prime minister
Benazir Bhutto has been
charged with murder in con-
nection with the shooting death
of her brother., the authorities
said Thursday. r AP.

“"Asif Ali Zardari, jailed
since his wife's Wl was
thruwn out in November was

late on Wednesday with
mur r. they said.

The charge was laid uat
hours after a Sindh HFJ']
orderer Zardari freed from jnll
where he has been held for more
than one month on the mainte-
nance of public order law.

The murder charge is in
connection with the September
20 shooting of Benazir's es-
tranged brother Murtaza
Bhutto.

Killed in a hail of bullets
outside his home in southern
Karachi, Murtaza Bhutto had
become an arch political rival
of his sister's.

He had established a break-
away faction of her Pakistan
People's Party and threatened
to topple her from power in
elections.

But Murtaza had lived in ex-
ile for 16 years before returning
to Pakistan in 1993 and his ri-
valry was never considered a
real threat to Benazir's political
survival.

Believed to have led the mili-
tant group Al-Zulfikar and
charged with hijacking a Pak-
istan International Airlines
plane in 1981, Murtaza was ar-
rested when he returned to
Pakistan. Six months later he
was released on bail when he
began a cross country

nst his sister's government.

His death prompted a flurry
of accusations.

Benazir said it was a con-
spiracy to bring her govern-
ment and when President
Farooq Leghari dismissed her
in the early morning of Novem-
ber 5 she blamed him for mas-
terminding her brother's death,

But her brother's widow, Gh-
inva Bhutto, who now leads her
husband's political party,
quickly blamed Zardari, how-
ever no charges were laid
against him — until Monday.

Neither Benazir or her rep-
resentative was immediately
available for comment.

Another report from Islam-
abad adds: Barely one month
into his job, Pakistan's law
minister ed over "unjusti-
fied interference” in his min-
istry, dealing a serious blow to
the interim government that
took over from deposed prime
minister Benazir Bhutto.

In his letter of resignation
published Thursday, Law Min-

ster Fakhruddin Ibrahim said
he took the job to enact
“beneficial laws" and up a
system rife with corruption.

But he said he is leaving dis-
appointed.

He accused the interim gov-
ernment, the chief justice and
the president of doing much the
same as Benazir was accused of

giving jobs to friends and
family, not on merit but on pa-
tr )

Benazir was ﬂ.hl‘upﬂ}" dll-
missed from power !N:ry
Fa: Leghari on November

litany uf charges, Im:lud
ing overloading government
institutions and national in-
dustries with friends and rela-
tives.

Ibrahim took fcular ex-
ception to the appointment of
the new law secr . who is a
sitting judge and whose qualifi-
cations had been earlier ques-
tioned by the president.

"What is more is in
insisting upon th: appointment
of his nominee.... my resistance
was based on m‘:lplt as well
as the known limitation of the
learned judge revealed to me by
no less a person than yourself,”
Ibrahim said in his letter of res-
ignation submitted to the presi-

t.

Shortly after taking office

Ibrahim came in with a new

anti-corruption law to try to
root out the corrupt from Pak-
istan’'s rough-and-tumble poli-
tics. The new law pro-
vided for a ban on politics for
five years, a maxlmumﬂ}::ﬂ
term of 14 and a stff

He then released a tough new
election law, which required
candidates to detail their assets
and automatically disqualified
anyone who didn't a hig uleR
Pakistan where the rich often
hide their wealth to avoid pay-
ing income Lax.

But soon, Ibrahim said the
interference began. First with
amendments to the election
law, making it easier for candi-
dates to skirt the law.

"Both the laws were widely
praised for their lndtpendcnt
approach.... but because of cer-
tain pr:uurea the government

thought it nec for politi-
cal reasons t euui;cr arnﬂcnd
the law,” he said.

There was no immediate
comment from the interim gov-
ernment.

Benazir's former attorney
ﬂi::lﬂ‘ﬂ] Igbal Halder welcomed

resignation.

The resignation, he said
"disproves the caretaker's tall
claims r:gardlng respect for
law, constitution, justice, fair

play and transparency.”
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Russian Defence Minister Igor Rodionov (L) and NATO Secretary
addresses the media during
Wednesday. Rodionov rejected a NATO proposal
officers and stated his concerns about the expansion of the NA

——— — - — .

General Javicr Solana

press conference at the NATO's headquarters, on
for an :xchal_}%: of military liaison

in eastern Europe.

— AFP/UNB photo

LUCKENOW, Dec 19 In E
landmark judgement. a
Bench of lhr Allahabad H
Court here today unanimou {
set aside the presidentia
proclamation re-imposing cen-
tral rule in Uttar Pradesh. heid
its ratification arllament
as “unconstitutional” but
nted time till December 2
the centre to challenge it,
ports FT1

The three-member Bench
comprising Justice B M Lal,
Justice Brijesh Kumar and Jus-
tice Markandeya Katju ‘quashe-
d’ the presidential proclama
tion and made the orders
operative from December 26,

Meanwhile, members of BJP

re-

ngle largest party in the UP
Mumhly in th houses of
parliament today demanded
resignation of the UF govern
ment in the centre in view of the
verdict

When the Chiel Standing
Counsel for the central gov
ernment, UK Dhawan sought
suspension of the verdict lor
three weeka (0 enable the gov

ernment 1o take necessary
steps, the Benc h r ed the re
quest sayin ad already

granted a week s ttmr before the
verdict became operational

The wial Bench was con
stituted the Chiel Justice of
Allaha High Court follow

. - - -

HC sets aside presidential
rule in Uttar Pradesh

ing a ftractured wverdict on
Noveinber 19 by the two mem-

ber Bench comprising Justice S
H A Raza and Justice AN

on the constitutional validity
of Uittar Pradesh Governor
Romesh Bhandari's controver-
sial decision of not inviting the
single largest party to form the
government and recommend

reimposition of president’s rule

on October |8 last.

As a result of the unprece
dented legal crisis. the Bench
had referred the issue to the
Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court with a request either
to nominate a larger Bench or
an honourable third judge to
hear the matter
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Red Crn&s nurse Fernanda Cﬂlldﬂﬂ lhaku hands wlth an :}ld Chﬂ:hcn woman in

with a mine in the hos
expatriates were kille

of Novy
sz.n
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Organisation to pull out of the

Atagui December 10. Calados and five other
by masked gunmen on Tuesday prnmptlnﬁ
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Mother Teresa
leaves hospital

CALCUTTA. Dec 19: Mother
Teresa left hospital today for

her Religious . three weeks
after und-l:rgcmﬁ third heart
operation in [ive ura wit-
nesses said, reports

The B86-year- nld Roman
Catholic nun walked out of the
Indian heart clinic where she
had the ation last month,
and got into a Mercedes Benz
car which hospital officials
said was muftmhm to the Mis-
sionaries C Religious
Order. =

Earlier AP says, Mother
Teresa woke in such good
health Thursday that doctors
were conside reileasing her
from the hospital later in the

"Mother is g well.” Dr
Devi Shetty. the hospital's chief
cardiosurgeon, said. describin
the condition of her heart an
other as stable.

"So possibly we will release
her today,” he said.

Mother Teresas recove
from a heart attack last mon
had been slowed by poorly

functioning kidneys, a bout of
D A M IR

‘Burundian army
killed 4,000 Hutu
refugees’

PARIS. Dec 19 The Burun-
dian military massacred 4.000
Hutu refugees as they returned
to the country from Zaire. the
leader of the Opposition Front
for Democracy in Burundi
(Frodebu) said Wednesday. re-
ports AFP.

Jean Minani. head of Bu-
rundi's main Hutu party. made
the claim in comments on a UN
report a week ago which said
more than 1. le were
massacred in Burundi in the
four weeks from the end of Oc-
tlober to the end of November.

Speaking to Radio France
Internationale from Arusha,
Tanzania. Minani declared : "A
thousand people that's too
many. but we know that 4,000
people have been killed because
the 1.000 refugees were the
refugees that could be counted
that the United Nations could

Soldiers extend

hunt for Tigers

COLOMBO, Dec 19: Govern-
ment troops extended their
reach into towns and villages of
eastern Sri Lanka Thursday,
hunting for Tamil rebels who
overran a police commando
camp last week, an official said.
reports AP

A military spokeaman
claimed hundreds of rebels were
mﬂumntnll:l‘nrtﬂinfdth:
Ampara atl}cam 8-
to his claim

e think about 400 1"}&:
are trapped " said Brig
Jayatunga, the military

_on the fourth day

the offensive.
The soldiers have not en-

el T et =" e e

Amf_-ricmi pop star and actress Mddunna d.l'ﬂ‘lr"EE for a se-

ries of interviews and press conferences at a London
hotel Wednesday. The actress who has recently given
birth. is in London for the premiere of her new film
"Evita" tomorrow. which documents the life of Ar-
gentinian icon Eva Peron. — Reuter/UNB photo

Off the Record

Pioneer of 'girl power'

LONDON: Former Premier Margaret Thatcher — named last
week by the Raunchy All-Women Supergroup the spice girls as
their political role model — has acknowledged the group's admi-
ration by sending them a Christmas card. The Daily Tetegraph
reported Thursday, says AFP.

The group's comments last week that "Thatcher was the first
spice girl, the pioneer of our idenlogy — pgirl power.' were re-
ported in every British national newspaper.

Even the Austere Financlal Times devoted as much space as
the most sensationalist of the tabloids to report singer Victori-
a's opinion that the current Prime Minister John Major was "a
boring pillock.”

Mystery of how insects
fly solved !

NEW YORK: Researchers who put moths on tiny leashes and
flapped oversized mechanical wings in the name of science have
i;!;parenlh solved the mystery of how insects can fly. reports

The puzzle has been how those tiny flapping wings can get
the creatures off the ground.

In Thursday's issue of the I|ntn.1r|:1.3|] Nature, Cambridge Uni-
versity zoologist Charles P Ellington and his colleagues came
up with an answer: Insects create a whirling cylinder of air
above their winFs that. prmﬂde; hift,

The firiding is "as close as we've come to' explaining it,” said
El [who has stifdied insect’ fhight for 25' years ‘and whosé
findings were published in Thursday's issue of the journal Na:

ture.

To figure it out, Ellington's team studied hawkmoths with a
w’ingw%an of about 4 inches (10 centimetres). Hawkmoths are big
enough and beat their wings slowly enough that the researchers
had a good chance of seeing what was going on_

In one set ol experiments. hawkmoths were snared in a loop
of thread attached to a stiff wire to keep them in the breeze from
a wind tunnel. The wind contained lEll‘l streams of smoke to
show how the air flowed over the wings. The researchers took
1.000 pictures a second with a videocamera.

The telitale evidence apprared above and just behind the
front edge of the wing when the moth flapped down. Rather than
just flowing over the top. the layer of air curled up into a cylin-
der. like a window shade wrapping around its roller. That
cylinder maintained low pressure that pulled the top of the wing
upward. providing enough lift for flving. .

Most scientists had thnuﬁ,ht that such a "leading-edge vortex”
was responsible for insect [light, but prior experimnents had ei-
ther I'alllcd to uncover one or found it was unexpectedly small,
Ellington said.

The next step was to show how insects produce this air cylin-
der. To do that, Ellington and colleagues built a computer-con-
trolled mechanical moth with a 3-fool (1 metre} wingspan, us-
ing elastic cloth stretched over a framework of brass tubes.

Work on Pak-Afghan highway

hkelytobegmmJan

r

QUETTA. Pakistan, Dec |
P.-ihlumn and Alghanistan -:'u't

expected o begin construction
of a highway in January that
will go up to the border of the
Central Asian Republic of
Turkmenistan, Pakistani offi-
cials said today

Pakistan has delivered
heavy machinery to Afghanis-
tan's Taliban Islamic Movem-
ent to build a 100-km (60-mile)
portion of the road in the first
phase. a senior Foreign Minis-
try official told Reuters.

Arif Ayub Director General
for Afghanistan and South
Asia, said this portion, esti-
mated to cost 100 million ru-

s (2.5 milion dollar) would
ink Pakistan's southwestern
border town of Chaman with
the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar.

“We have asked the Taliban

t that construction
of the (Chaman-Kandahar)
highway should be completed

withln six months,” he said.
“They have assured us that con-
struction would start in the
first week of January.’

Afghanfstan’'s road network
has been destroyed by 17 years
ol civil war

Ayub said Pakistan would
fund the cost of the highway up
to Turkmenistan under an
agreement it reached in 1994
with the now ousted Afghan
overnment ol Burhanuddin

bbani.

After the completion of the
first phase, the remainin
ol about 400 kms (240 miles) of
the highway from Kandahar to
the Alghan border town of
Torghundi will be built and is
expected to cost 400 million ru-

pees (10 million dollars).

wuh the construction of
Chaman- T‘nthundi highway.
Pakistan a Afghanistan will
have a road link with Turk-
menistan and other central
Asian states, he said.

Ex-chjef minister
of Sindh held

KARACHI. Dec 19 Syed Ab-
dullah Shah. the former chief
minister of Pakistan's southern

. was arrested
late W in a land cor-

_—
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Aid agencies struglmg to maintain zmparhahty in work

LONDON. Dec 19: For over a
century. the Red Cross has op-
eraled under the banner of neu-
Lra]il:r and impartiality in the

's trouble spots. two con-
cepts long arded as key re-
quirements for humanitarian
action in war, reports AP

But a new study by an Oxdord
University professor says it is
becoming more difficult to be
al in hu-
manitarian work in the 1990s.

“In actual practice the con-
cept of often bursts
at the seams.” Prof Adam
Roberts wrote in the 96- re-
port for the international
tute for Strategic Studies.

The need to physically pro-
and the

tect aid workers
poo By i Suslbros Sl

b

eflorts. he said

‘Even i the forces involved
are multinational and under
UN auspices, they may be seen

as favouring one ﬂl‘ espe-
cially if the UN is simultane-
ously involved in such political
issues as enforcing sanctions,
or trying to resolve the con-
flict.” he said

In many cases. aid workers

have partisan views
about the causes of conflict. he
said, citing ead anti-
Serb sentiment in Bosnia and
anti-Butu sentiment in
Rwanda

Im jality has also been

flouted by undercover diplo-

like the Red Cross to distance
themselves from other humani-

tarian agencies and to demand
cl-enr mnraunn of humani-
umm a p-oljucnl activities,

Roberts said
The Red Cross and others
whose work uires coopera-
tion of all warring parties
should not abandon nci-
of i . he . But

n many conflicts, he said.

“fairness In exercising judge-
ment” may be a better guide to

before killed

six Red Cross workers and in-
jured a seventh in Chechnya

Macy IIE‘I"I'HII'[I:_IIWH-I early Tuesday in the bloodiest

and other activities diplo- attack the Red Cross in

mats, armed h:!:l-ﬂ;d intell- its 133-year s

gence agencies, : But it st pruh
This has led organisations Jems that Cross and

other relief agencies are facing.
While several treaties call

for protection of peacekeepers
and humanitarian workers,

both groups have

an u in fatali in the
1990s, a when humani-
tarian action became a key part

of the international communi-
ty's response to violent crises.
Roberts sald the reliance on
humanitarian action Iis not
a result of the end of the
War but other factors that
are likely to endure into the
next century.
These include the prevalence

of civil wars and disintegrating
nations, the reluctance ol many
countries to ., and

support for humanitarian ac-

tion In crisis areas to prevenl
refugee exodus, he said.

While humanitarian eflforts

saved lives in Somalia, Sara
jevo and Kurdish areas of
northern Iraq. the record is

fawed.
e Somalia operation
ended in humilia retreat al-

ter American soldiers were
killed. The Bosnian interven-
tion was discredited after the
fall of the so-called safe haven
of Srebrenica. Humanitarian
agencies pulled out of Liberia
beuu-c ol exiensive 1
ira military action in
ﬂcp:mher left the northern
Iraq "safe haven” for Kurds in
Latters.

Roberts said the reasorn
for these setbhacks is inter-
national community’'s fallure

to ensure the security of aid
workers and recipients — and to
agree on realistic “political pre-
scriptiona” to solve the crises.

What of the future”

“If the practice of the 1990s
has proved anything #t is that
humanitarian assistance can-
not realistically be considered
in isolation from security is-
sues,” Roberts said.

But he predicted that “hy-
manitarian action may con-
tinue, sadly. to be a Itute
for long-term policies and diffi-
cult strategic =1

Minear. co-director of
Brown University's Humanitar
janism and War Project, said

[sraeli jets pound
Hezbollah targets
in S Lebanon

NABATIYEH. Lebanon. Dec
19 Israeli warplanes attacked
susnected guerilla targets in
south Lebanon after nightfall
on Wednesday after launching
similar raids In the momn
Lebanese securily sources

Reuter

said two planes f[ired
four air-to-surface rockets
shortly after nightfall into the
ighim al-Toufah ridge which is
controlled by pro-lranian Hez-
bollah (Party of God) rillas

north III‘IEIII south

occupation zone.

ere was no immediate
Israeli

word on casualties.
also rocketed Hezbollah

on the three times
in early No casu-
alties were reported then.



