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Consensus: Still a Cliche

Finance Minister SAMS Kibria has made al-
most a deck-cleaning observation at the Bhorer
Kagoj roundtable on World Bank report entitled
"Bangladesh: An for Action”. Falling short
of taking the bull by the horn, he has otherwise
very meaningfully said this: since the AL govern-
ment is pursuing the reform programmes con-
ceived by the last government reaching a bi-parti-
san consensus on them should not present any
problem. We quite with him that reforms
have "no political identity" and also remind our-
selves of both BNP and Awami League being com-
mitted to these in terms of their party manifestoes.

The Finance Minister's admission of an obvious
fact that in regard to reforms he has o picked
up the threads from where they were left off by the
BNP government, almost strikes as a generous ex-
pression of gratitude. This is because of his pre-
ceding near-wholesale criticism of economic mis-
management by the predecessor government.

Basically, we believe, the doors to consensus
with the BNP on taking forward the reform agenda,
could be opened if the present finance minister
sets the ball rolling by giving his predecessor his
due and then builds on the forward foot-holds
reached in the realm of reforrn during his tenure.
Evidently, that will be only a start-up gesture of
goodwill. It is naive to think that there can be con-
sensus in one limited area while conflict is allowed
to fester in a large variety of other areas. It is this
pitfall, or shall we call it a pastime for a ruling
party — be it the BNP as in the past or the Awami
League as of now — that has turned the word "con-
sensus” into a me cliche.

So, there has to be a holistic approach to con-
sensus-building in order that it sounds genuine in
the first place. A composite spirit of tolerance, ac-
commodation and give-and-take should replace
the culture of one major political party concen-
trating its energy on the single agenda of ensuring
the failure or debacle of another.

Reaching consensus on national issues does not
mean going out of steam politically, a fact that is
unfortunately yet to dawn on the political es.
Joining a consensus is not up one's distinc-
tive position. Opposition parties all over the world

support the government on specific policy issues.
When will we learn all that.?

For Sporting Glory

The Sixth Bangladesh Games, the biggest na-
tional sports extravaganza, got off to a colourful
beginning on Wednesday. If the number of partici-
pants at the four-yearly meet is any indication —
4,000 sportsmen and sportswomen having regis-
tered for 23 games — then it is surely representative
of the national enthusiasm for the big event.
Whether the number is also indicative of a true
measure of competitiveness or sporting quality is
however, a different issue. We are not our
hopes unrealistically high that any Olympic or
World record will be broken, but if our athletes can
better one or two Commonwealth Games marks or
a handful of South Asian Federation Games
records, we will be quite content with that.

Sports and games are often a reflection of a na-
tion's health and prosperity. But there are natural
talents too, who, when confronted with a hostile or
not so supportive government, may not fully re-
alise their full potential but make a mark of sorts
all the same. Some African nations displayed that
natural ability and subsequently their monopoly
in some disciplines got established through proper
patronage. Our country may be small but our na-
tion of more than 13 crore is not. We have natural
talents in some disciplines and should be able to
compete with the world best there. Unfortunately,
the shooters who have brought us laurels from the
Commonwealth Games, do not enjoy same popu-
larity as a footballer or a cricketer does. Now here
is exactly where we must make the hard choice.
Let's give enough patronage to athletes who stand a
definite chance to shine in the international
arena. Let's be also courageous enough to ask play-
ers of the most popular games to raise their stan-
dards to a certain level for enjoying the perk and
position consistent with their performance. It can
not be a matter of collective bargain, any way.

Of course, there is a need for increasing the facil-
ities for sports and games. This should be the pri-
mary responsibility of the sports bodies and the
government alike while the industrialists and pri-
vate companies chipped in for finding talents and
developing the sports infrastructure. A collective
effort geared to steeling the national will for sport-
ing glory will prove decisive.

Why Foreigners As Pawns?

The hostage drama that at the Japanese
ambassador's residence in the Peruvian capital
Lima has once again violated the diplomatic sanc-
tity enjoyed by embassy or high commission staff
in a host country. In this case, rebels of the Tupac
Amaru movement have entered the Japanese am-
bassador's residence in disguise and held about 200
invited guests — a number of ambassadors of dif-
ferent countries, European Union's charge d'af-
faires and two ministers of president Alberto Fu-
jimori’'s cabinet included — hostage. Clearly, the
rebels are using foreign diplomats and nationals to
promote their domestic politics. We roundly
condemn this political aberration.

If the rebel group is anxious to get international
publicity through this act of fool-hardy dare-dev-
ilry, it has had enough of it in the negative direc-
tion. The countries whose ambassadors it has
taken hostage, will not surely support the cause.
The rebels’ movement will have few sympathisers.
Does it help them in any way? This question they
must ask themselves. If we take instance nearer
home, i.e from Kashmir, we would clearly see that
the rebel group Al-Farhan which is yet to release
some foreign tourists it had abducted long time
ago, has achieved nothing except wantlwide
condemnation.

Such incidents are most unfortunate. Even if
rebel groups are fighting for a national cause, they
must not draw foreigners into it. Let the interna-

tional law in this regard be fully respected and all
the captives rel soon.

 Pakistan

ﬁ' baall, a mad I:mﬂmmfu:l
was running at

in the stock m.ruﬁ

is inevitable that the bull will
— it is a matter of time

only. This means that the
market would crash unless
hyper -growth in the volume of
iransactions could be
moderated and there is a stable
pattern in the ups and downs of
share prices. The objective
should have been Lo ensure that

phenomenon; neither |
event without any

mmmm

the current
ment) im that the
stock market is | to be
by flow of new funds
rom sources both within and
oulside the country. In addi
tion, volume of shares avail
able for transaction did not in-
crease or Increased only
marginally. if at all Demand
{ar outstripped supplies and Lhe
possible market behaviour is
well-known to all concerned
under such a situation
There were some additional
devel nt which are again
not in other East and
South-east Aslan markets The
rising share prices primarily

1

due to scarce supplies, attracted

" URRENDER at Dhaka"
is the title of the book
that Lt Gen J F R Jacob
has published to recall the
Blnlraduh war which split
Pakistan asunder. He was ¢
of staff of the Indian Eastern
Command. Lt Gen A A K Niaz,
commander of Pakistan forces
in East Pakistan, surrendered
before him along with 90,000
soldiers on December 16, 1971
| asked Jacob if the
Bangladesh soldiers, who
fought along with the Indian
forces, ever said anyth lo re-

gret . He said : "No, not
even indirectly!” The reason
'why | asked the guestion was

the disenchantment that' East

d ced long
before s mmn“'ﬁt

Pakistan. Ja said he found
disillusionment because of the
feeling of exploitation by West
Pakistan but he did not hear
anything to suggest that the
Bangladeshis ad second
thoughts on the formation of
Pakistan.

Still Lord Mountbatten. the
last British governor general,
reminisced before me : "] told
Jinnah that his moth-eaten
Pakistan will not last more
than 25 years.” | met him at the
sprawling mansion, Broad-
lands, near London. Then 74
and still with a phenomenal
memory. he was tulating
a conversation he d with
Mohammed Ali Jinnah. Pak-
istan's founder, at Viceroy's
E'““Em"’ oty the (g hekr

¥ :
" ou know, Rajaj:lf wrote to
me the other day to say that my
prophecy had come true, and |
replied that | remembered that
."ul:dhl:mmhﬂtm;:

emphasise t should not
accused of hindsight. (C Ra-
jagopalachari, the last Indian
governor-general, in his
weekly, dated 11 De-
cember 1971, said : "The break-
up of Pakistan was expected by
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Sir, This letter is in
to the letter of Mr Syed A
Mayeed Perceivel Hill,
Chittagong, published in The
Dail ar on December 10,
1 , commenting on my letter
published in the same paper
under the heading “"Acting on
Intuitions”. [ think, 1 should
have been mere explicit, as it is
being misunderstood.

My letter was directed to the
Prime Minister and it was
meant only for political field
and persons related to this
arena. Yet, is it not a fact that
males get privileges in every
circumstances? We see in ma-
jority of the cases, If the first
child is a son the family be-
comes overj and If a wife
fails to give birth to male off-
springs, in many cases the hus-
band remarries. But it does not
happen if the wife bears only
SONs.

Now with the help of modern
science an unborn baby's sex
can be detected beforehand and
| heard that many a times abor-
tions are done if the baby is a
girl, p:lr;sd 1 believe tht'_:h wife is
com to agree e insis-
tence of her hﬂ%rb : 5

In many families sons get
the opportunity for higher stud-
ies daughters are neglected.
Wives become proud il their
husbands become famous but
the husbands do not show the
same respect for their wives —
thci_" usually become jealous. If
both the partners work, hus-
bands cannot tolerate if the
wives do better than them.
There are numerous instances
like this.

And what about dowry?
Women have to sacrifice their
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The Taming of the Bull

already put in place by the previous government (which were not likely to be impaired by the current

government) implied that the stock market is likely to be boosted by flow of new funds from sources both
within and outside the country.

small savers to withdraw their level of first. before have created a different expec-  been a thousand-crore market.
hﬂdﬂuuwﬂlu - securities markets tation of alternative choices In order to initiate a new be-
poned new the country. Perhaps, we  and the rush for the few by m of the stock market
assets (consumer durable. in  should not have set up the stock many have slowed down ; Securities
Pﬂicuhr]. They all rushed to market in Chit . before more for the many.  Commission should
he market to buy shares when .umnungthg volume Most this would have  strengthened. it should consist
ltuﬁt:lnnutlhﬂ mtl:ntill::ﬂ: of tmt:m:'.;:t:nﬂrnm released influences of people who have no vested in-
pecta = Ewer, is story. Record enabling in s to terests and personally are
plyhupnnrrmﬂn‘uldthty volumes of transactions were “hmmmrm in no mmmm
would all cash in for the big the news headlines for succes- of new shares and stocks market. The Commission
kill. Make hay while the sun  sive days and housewives and It is strange but true that in  should have au-
shines; but the sun will not students gave up their kitchens spite of repeated pronounce thority and not on
shine ever after — the new en- and books in order to rush to ments, t's efforts to frequent approvais of the Min-
trants never t about it. the curbside for trading in release shares for public pur- istry of Finance. The zﬂeﬂ

The Security hange Au- shares. chase or to rapidly link it with weakness is the lack ade-
thority | regulator in In such a situation. the first its privatisation programme in Guate capacity to deal with
order to limit price fluctuations measure that government general or with al offering  emer situation on a day-to-
within 10 per cent. However, should have taken was to un- of publicly assets in par- day by the Commission

tions of small investors
in particular and the market
moved out into the curb. It be-
came informal trading where
government influence is mini-
mal. Therefore the conclusion
was that strong arm tactics
were necessary so that profit
seekers can be banished from
the curb side and sanity could
be restored. Unfortunately, the

Menl Was OVer-success-
ul in this venture — the goose
that could have laid golden eggs
was killed

The rising market should

have been sustained by only
moderati the rise In 8.
Instead of directly Interfering
with the market with a hea
hand which is bound o lunfg
in terms of an overkill. the pol-
icy should have been to influ
ence the market by first and
foremost, rapidly increasing
the flow of shares and securities
into the market. | was told by

that at the present level
mm+llmm possibie

for the government to augment
supplies. If that is so. then our
priorities are misplaced We
should then try to enhance the

load shares and stocks held by
the government. Second, re-
structure quickly many public
sector companies and make
public offerings of a limited
portion of the owmership of
such c to the pu in
general tation of su
lies was the key which would
ave strongly influenced the
market. wit t undue inter-
ference leading to an over-dose
of tranquilliser — killing In-
stead of the bull to-
tal volume of transactions from
the low level of | or 2 crores
shot up to over 100 crores
within a very short time | agree
that in spite of all sorts of sup-
ply augmentation, demand
could not have been matched
However the beginning of en-
hanced supply of shares could

ticular, which all would have
favourably influenced the stock
market in desirable directions.
fell much short of what were ur-
ently required. At the same
ime. it is also true that gov-
ernment never intended the col-
lapse that took place Its inca-
pacity to act was con
and this is where action is
called for. Man t of the
stock market th special
supervisory commitiee, press
conference and threat or re-
quest are but def}-
"rl:ir not sufficient to ll:;l'.llfﬂ
t rising aspirations An
emerging market.
Unfortunately, it is neo
longer the market that it be-
came We have losl a great
unity to catch up with
idness ol what could have

not oocur again. The task
of the Commission Wht to
restore the wvital role of

earning ratio as the de-

terminant of the price of a

Mountbatten recalled how he had warned Jinnah that it would be very difficult to hold together the two wings
with no land connection and 1,000 miles of alien territory in between. After all, except for religion, there was
nothing common between the two.

me and Mountbatien and i lias
come after 25 years ”)

But if Mountbatten did leel
the way he says he did he must
have spoken Lo very few people
about it. Alan Campbeil-John-
son, Mountbatien s press at-
tache in India during those
days, told me in London that
probably "Meuntbatten's mem
ory fails him | should have
known if he had made such a

; :“Eﬁ'"m i Rad
m -
rﬁihﬂ Q\I‘ C‘ﬂlﬂ [

gilon, there was nothing com-
mon between the two. Ben-
galis' cultural ties are too
strong. you know how Curzon
tried and failed " (The reference
was Lo the vain effort that Lord
Curzon, as Viceroy, made Lo
partition Bengal )

A‘:partnll . the argument
was lost on Jinnah. Mountbat-
ten recalled that the main dis-
cussion was on Bengal and Pun-

jab. He insisted on pertitigning
o i
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the d]_ng lines trﬁ":.frf [h.(nE ‘“the s 6nfinent. and Jin

two Punjabs and the two Ben-
s — only two states of In-
ja that were t after the par-
tition. He said : "You are the
first n to have told me
this. | never heard it before.  C
Altlee, then British prime min-
ister. said, however. in his
book. As It Happens. that he
"doubted whether Pakistan.
with an important unit geo-
graphically separate from the
real centre of the new state, was
viable.”

When | went to Pakistan in
March 1972. | sought corrobo-
ration from H K Khurshid. Jin-
nah's private secretary till the
partition. He said: "Mountbat-
ten is imagining things.” How-
ever, the rest of what Mountbat-
ten told me is supported by the
records he has maintained of
various interviews and per-
sonal talks he had — as many as
133 interviews with political
leaders between March 24 and
Ha{dlﬂ 1947 alone.

ountbatten recalled how

he had warned Jinnah that it
would be very difficult to hold
the two wings with no

land connection and 1,000
miles of alien territory in be-
tween. After all. except for reli-

{
roposa

letter asking whether Her :
Tamilians or Maharashtrians
would cease to have their spe-
cial characteristics if all of
them became converts to Islam.
"Nevertheless.” Mountbatten
says in the recorded account of
his talks, "he (Jinnah) gives me
the impression of a man who
has not thought out one single
piece of the mechanics of his
own scheme and he will get the
shock of his life when he

BETWEEN THE LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

on keeping them whole in Pak-
istan
‘We argued back and forth.”
ll:: ﬂuun;h tten record:
r Jinnah's main int being
that | must make hﬂnFakismn
viable'. He quoted the example
of the tion of Poland as not
h?ﬂn,g hcmhglﬂa?c on the basis
of coun $ Or tah:mg into
accuun:i{l‘h;c will of the people.”
Jinnah then argued that the
people of Bengal and Punjab
were first Bengalis and Pun-
abis and then Hindus and
uslims. "How could 1 have ac-
cepted that logic? That applied
to the whole of India.,” said
Mountbatten. And he had there-
fore to reject the argument.

What else could he have done
when Jinnah himself had re-
mained silent on a question
posed by Mahatma Gandhi in a

basis.”

Whatever the facts, East
Pakistan was the backbone to
the movement for the creation
of Pakistan. It was at Dhaka
where the Muslim e wWas
founded on December 30, 1906.
Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan and
the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP). which com-
prised West Pakistan, were
neither the preserve of the Mus-
llhné : h:d nor Ef Jinnah. All
t our such governments
as had Muslims ma]H:vnh{:ul'T

ulling together. Bengal, C
tph:n :gmhrac:d both East and
West, was the only province

where Jinnah's writ ran.
Fuelling his cam for
under the differences be-

tween Muslims and Hindus, |

Jinnah made the Muslim
League celebrate on Friday, De-

!

lives or pass through a night-
marish life. So could we really
call males the wellwishers of
females?

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong.

The Ganges water
treaty

Sir, Better late than never.
Hats off to Sheikh Hasina and
H D Deve Gowda for the historic
Ganges water treaty between
B adesh and India signed in
New Delhi on December 12,
1996,

New Delhi's unexpected
change of heart and sudden
oodwill towards Dhaka after

epriving millions of people of
their rightful share of the
G s water for a long period
of 20 years that have created
suspense in the political circle
and some of our leaders are ob-
sessed with it. What motivated
India to abruptly change its

sira
Many people however feel re-
lieved t whereas India had
reduced the quantum of supply
of the Ganges water to a mini-
mum of 9, cusecs, it has now
eed to release and ensure

35,000 cusecs of water to

chuugﬁ in principle India

has signed necessary docu-
ments for the 30-year water
lreaty, it is yet to prove its sin-
cerity and good intention both
in and in practice. It
may be recalled in this regar

that the historic ‘land for peace’
accord between Palestine
and | has been unre-
solved since September 1993

due to intransi and chi-
canery of Israeli t.
The future | decide how

it T o

far the water treaty of December
1996 would help mitigate the
ir;human sufferings of millions
of people in Bangladesh.

It is a bitter truth and no one
can deny the fact that with the
construction and commission
of Farakka Barrage. it appears
that Bangladesh is always at
the mercy of New Delhi.

It would be wise and appro-
priate for both the countries to

et the water treaty confirmed

y United Nations General
Assembly for peace, rity
and political stability in Asia
and also for the sake of creati
example and convention for
the nations of the world to solve
their river water dispute bilat-

trald}v and peacefully.

e would request the mem-
bers of our Jatiya Sa to
kindly consider and take ini-

tiative in the matter.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203.

Reckless driving

Sir, This letter of mine
originates from the mind
of my grand-daughter who used
to go out for a in the mom-
ing at Uttara, Dhaka. She was
an with me for being timid
nngrihy in the face of human
hazards created by the high-
speed motor vehicles that have
become threats to the morning-
walkers here. She became so
frightened that she would not go
out with me for walks in future.
At the breakfast table she gave a
chit indicating a vehicle m
tration number against
she wanted me to ain to
the law enforcing agency for

driving the speed-limit
in the residential areas of
Uttara.

The other day, luckily we
were saved from lgelni run over
by the same vehicle. Nowada
it is a common practice with t
drivers of such vehicles to

ten women and children at
Uttara with their reckless driv-
ing. Social harmony and peace
are dllturbed'my it.

May | request the authorities
concerned to im fine-plus-
Pumuhm:.nt in respect of reck-
ess driving. We can eliminate
of our problems by hon-

res and efforts in every
sphere of our lives in
B . Let this aint
be of a new pro-
cess of road discipline in Dhaka
and elsewhere,

A Citizen

Ameer Complex, Uttara,
Dhaka.

marn
est

Liberation War
Museum

Sir, The Liberation War Mu-
seum has become very popular
I8 m-yu. _heth.:-tmmg to see that
s see that we
have become concerned about
our Liberation War and
we are concenira in this re-
gard. Undoubtedly. we all

:];guld know what happened in
1971. .

It is really sad that our new
generation is confused from the

v nning in this regard
3:3 mlaﬂ;! they ﬂr:!lm—
posed by many who themselves
sguided.
should eradicate darkness. So
young generation should go
there and know about their ori-

Mostafa Sohel
Banani, Dhaka-1213

down to-earth and’
e

¢ vagu id!-llqun
work on & co El‘ﬂl!'l

cember 22, 1939, as the 'Day of
Deliverance”. This was meant
to express relief over the end of
Congress rule. The had
resigned from the state gov-
ernments Lo register protest
against Britain's declaration of
war on behalf of India without

provinces, which were some-
what close to ..Ihlm’lh. Fe-

{
i

lowed the Ile :
Rehman Siddiqgf, ]ivr e
against an irreparable loss to
Indian unity. Liberal opinion,
voiced by ;o 'S
the League who followed you
blindly when you actively took
up cudgels on behalf of un-
fortunate downtrodden Mus-
lims of India, find to their ut-

most regret and diupgotut-
ment. that you are gradually

more and more into the
arms of reactionaries and jee
hazoors (yes men)..."
ﬁ'm:lsltii.::c Jinnah got support

most -
ters. South mm
Kazakham, founded by B V Ra-
maswami Naicker (1 -1974).
celebrated the Deliverance Day.
In Bombay, Sir Qurimbhoy

| speade 10 his call i Iqu..lit_in

; . the
for the purpose. New

blic offeri . a8 many as
possible in ] . should be ac-
tively pursued the Exc
; Ministry of
F‘Inlnce Ihﬂlu Iﬁl’ ﬂ-:.' iﬂ‘
centives. as te to en-
ernment must come up first
with such within the

next two months. This is the
way to achieve the turn-
around within the next 3 to 4
months
The taming of the bull led to
an overdose of tranquilliser.
wﬁ-;rr ofh;ﬂ.::nfklthn
u ave The bull
should therefore wake up and
start running again, but with
moderation so that it is not the

mad bull story again.

Mountbatten Saw Birth of Bangladesh

Ebrahim of the Muslim

moved a resolution to commend

Jinnah's eflorts. Dalit leader Dr

B R Ambedkar of the -

dent Labour Party -n:nll'ﬂi?‘
However, Jinnah began to

lace the realities. The Musiim
gopul.luun of Assam was only

1.8 per cent of that province's
total lation. while the Bur-
dwan sion of Bengal was

the overall Mutien mariy o
t
Bengal totalled a scanty gl,ﬂ
per cent. He knew if it ever came
to Pakistan's formation. some

chopping or adjustment would
be necessary

, That FI.’I:'M happened.
Buthdiﬂcnlllh and mum
were
ligion, the Muslim majority

districts to Pakistan and
the l-l.mcﬂ.loigajnnty to India.

Jinnah's last minute opposi-
m to thcﬂdjﬂlinn of I:élj:;
Bengal was rejec
Mountbatten. If Jlnn.'{h wanted
partition of the subcontinent
on the basis of religion, he
would have to face the logic all

the way.

An attempt by former Bengal
chief minister H S Suhrawardy
to have a te. autonomous
state, embracing both wings,
did not find favour with the
Hindus, who felt that
would be in a minority in a
united Bengal. Little did Jinnah
think of such developments
when he was riding the wave of
popularity among more and
more Muslims.
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Historic Water Treaty

M Taheruddin

|

In the Silver Jubilee month
of our victory over the Pak-
istani occupation army., evulr
where there are signs of jubila-
tion and celebration over
the country as if our v 25
ears aﬁn is back again and is
ng felt and enjoyed
our innumerable festivals, dis-
cussion meetings. programmes
and cultural functions on road
sides venues to auditoriums in
the metropolitan city, and
elsewhere all, over the country.
While we achieved political vic-
tory 25 years ago, our efforts for
economic emancipation could
not be su due to
a number of factors which for
elucidation need much larger
space than is available here. Af-
ter twists and turns of our jour-
ney during last 21 years, we
have now a party in the gov-
ernment, who led the nation for
the last almost 50 years
through language movement,
Shwadhikar ndolon, six-
point movement, '96 mass up-
surge, War of Liberation, and
the movement against autoc-
racy and for restoration of
democracy. Their commitment
for economic emancipation of
the people is well-established It
is only usual to t from the
dau I};H of the Bamngnhumlm to
lead the nation to achieve the
objectives mentioned in the
foregoing.

In line with the above expec-
tations, it is cxtrrnﬂiv hearten-
ing to find the great achieve-
ment of adesh in the form
of signing of a I-term water
sharing treaty with our imme-
diate neighbour, India. With the
cha in the political leader-
ships in both the countries dur-
ing last one year environment
has been well-set for solution to

-standing issues between
the two rs. Settling of
the issue ich baffled the ef-

forts of both the countries for
last two decades was vital for a
breakthrough in secio-eco-
nomic t. As a con-
sequence of the unresolved

. the norther of
m has hrm“llmﬂ

-

desertification attended by all
the environmental adverse ef-
fects. The long-term water-

treaty with India has
up for eco-

tal improvement in northern
part of the country. nay. the

Th . parently hard task

is ap ar

which a almost impos-
sible and baflfled the imagina-
tion even of the most sts
and was settled due to the un-
flinching efforts of Sheikh
Hasina and the courageous ef-
forts of her count in In-
dia. First of all S h Hasina
gets full credit for the achieve-
ment. It is very true and it is re-
ally [rightening to notice that

ople's tations are too

h from this t. But
so far, its achievement is also
excellent. During a period of
only five months, Sheikh
Hasina has achieved what could
not be ventured during the pre-
vious five years. Let all and
sundry note this for certain.

While in are
i byan of deci-
sions of the government like,
selection of non-partisan per-
sons in 1| ant tions
and the conclusion of llhtn:
water-sharing agreement.

are to quick results
Etl nunﬁcrwuf lrm#t . first
law and order. Adequate -
bility has been earned to take
drastic steps to stem crimes and
criminals from our society as
far as possible. and at the earli-
est.

People are closely following
every step taken or being taken

3& t. The Prime

has made a vow to pre-
sent a corruption-free society
and to this end she has been
a close eye on her asso-

ciates and party men so much
that it attracted critical com-
ments from the . But nev-
ertheless the Minister is
right and she should continue
wa her associates to ward
off any chance of financial -
regularities which may turnish
the image of her tean
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on the basis of re- !




