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— Inside Today
Article
The Taming of the
Bull

| Column : Window on
Asia
by Shahed Latif
| Mountbatten Saw
Birth of TR 30 e e
Bangladesh took control of Barisal

t Jail and in
Tangail Jail rmltgdm while the
situation continuéd to remain
tense in Jessore Central Jail.

Column : Between The
| Lines

Star Report
the security personnel on 'hi trol' of the prison at around
alert’, a report said. g 8:30 am farl::ing out wardens

It added that Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam yesterday briefed
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on the latest situation in the
country's jails. Quo official
sources UNB said the Prime
Minister asked the Home
Minister to control the jail re-

volts means
A section of revol pris-
oners had edly threatened

to harm a number of foreign
prisoners, from different coun-
tries including India and So-
malia. if the authorities launch
an allout assault to r COon-
trol, a correspondent for BBC
said from Jessore.

Inmates of the overcrowded
Tangail District Jail took 'con-

through the main entrance

with iron bars, lathis and as-

sorted weapons, our Tangail
dent said.

But three wardens and a
hospital orderly were unlucky
to escape. They were tied and
locked inside the jail hospital.
Riot police later surrounded the

rison. the main gate of which

ad been barrica by the re-
volting inmates with sacks of
rice, flour and lentils.

Our Barisal Correspondent
reported that some prisoners
from wards 1. 3. 4 and 5

on the wardens guard-
ing driving them out with
staves.

bars etc. The rebellious prison-

broken water pipes, iron

High alert in all prisons: Jessore situation still tense

Inmates in Barisal, Tangail
jails revolt: 130 injured

ers were joined by several hun-
dred others and established
control over the jail premises

for about two hours.
The authorities, however.
hit back, mars over 100

licemen, who stormed the
ﬁﬁ]. They allegedly used exces-
sive force to regain control that
left over 100 prisoners injured,
some of them seriously. At least
30 police personnel were also
wounded, some critically.

DC Hatem Ali Khan reported
the situation under control
with police reinforcements
guarding the jail, where the
workshop was closed, and
power y cut off. The condi-
tion of the injured prisoners
was not known.

See Page 12 Col 4
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water begins Jan 1

By M Anwarul Haq

Monitoring of the Ganges
water at different points by the
Indo-Bangladesh Joint Com-
mittee will begin on January 1,
official sources said yesterday.

The first meeting of t%c
Joint Comimnittee (JC) will
in Dhaka on December 24. The
Indian team will arrive in the
capital on the previous day.
Both the countries have
constituted their respective
Joint Committees, having three
representatives each, it is

_ learnt.

The Joint Committee has
been constituted under the re-
cently concluded 30-year water
accord between the two coun-
tries and it will "be responsible
for implement the arrange-
ments contai in the treaty
and examining any difficulty
arising out of the implementa-
tion of the above
and of the ope

ements
ration of the
Farakka Barr R

Talking to The D Star
yﬁlaﬂlf Shamsul Hiﬂ Sec-
retary ol the Water Resources

Ministry said preparations are

on for monitoring the Ganges
water angd the work will begin
on the first day on the next year
which marks the nning of
the five-month Seasorn.

He also said t a three-
member Joint Committee (JC)
of Bangladesh side has been
formed. The committee will be
headed by Lutfur Rahman,
member, Joint Rivers Commis-
sion (JRC) and will include
Khalilur Rahman, Director and
Towhidul Anwar Khan, Joint
Director of the JRC.

India has already informed
Bangladesh that BB Char,

of its JRC will lead its
three member Joint Committee.

Meetings of the Joint Com-
mittee will be over by
leaders of the two teams alter-
nately.

It was learnt that the first
meeti in Dhaka will finalise
the methodology of monitoring,
Terms of Reference (TOR) an
selection of the team of moni-
tors that will be posted at the
different points.

See Page 12Cal 1
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A group of dacoits looted
cash and gold ornaments worth
more than Tk lakh from a
Jewellery shop at Badda in
Gulshan here iyulﬂdl! Police
said group ol 10-12 dacoits
E;:;nned t;rt Rubhglr‘Jmilen at

Ka-67/1 B al
Badda at about 3 mh,ﬂ"m
the cash and ornaments, reports

UNB.

Sharmin Sultana Sumi,

Y.

gymnasium

the golden girl in Noer
gymnaastics, performs during the competition at the NSC

— BStar photo

AL, BNP question each other’s

sincerity to end JS impasse
By Nazmul Ashraf

Both the ruling Awami
League and the opposition BNP
have questioned each other's
sincerity in r:sulﬂ;rl# the
standofl, caused by BNF's ab-
stention from the Jatiya

O oreevar, toud

, leaders of both the
Farties told The Daily Star that
hey were "very sincere” to re-
solve the impasse through dia-
logue.

"We've very much open ...
we're prepared for a frank dis-
cussion anytime at any place...”,
said Swuranjit Scn%gtl, an
Awami League and
Parliament Affairs Adviser
to the :mmn nlj‘:ter.

Asked w the ru
would invite the BNP &."’-".p“"ﬁmﬂ
dialogue, the AL leader who had
earlier initiated talks said,

"The offer is still there. Even.
we're ready to contact them

once again. Nevertheless, | reit- —run the

'~ trate my party’s call for discus-

e

and Chief Whip of the
) Khandakar Deiwar
Hossain said. "We want mean-

i dialogue and for this the
ruling party must show its sin-
cerity. Speaking of for
public eyewash and continuing
repression on our workers can-
not go t s

"We must be convinced of
their .. he noted.

Commenti on Delwar's

coun is

and is political. That is the
hntmqﬂine of any sort of dia-

"We don't want to play any
hide and seek.” commented the
A BNP bas

been abst

from att the wﬂm
session since November 10
protesting “government's re-
pression on its workers and
partisan rolé er in
the in covering t!'r:nd .

n the pro-
ceedings.

‘liv. Tremasury Bench 1o bring the
Hni back o the House [aled as
See Page 12 Col 3

10 killed in Mirersharai

bus accident

By Staff Correspondent

Thirteen people were killed
and 25 injured in road accidents
in Chittagong. Dhaka and
Serajgan) ricts yesterday.

en of them died in Chit-

; (Ju::hﬁllff (:urrupundc:t
rom ittagong reporis: Al
least ten people were killed on
the and 25 others injured
l.ll:;:-lﬂl under %ﬂ
1
thana, 25 the port
mﬁﬂ: two of

t

from
lﬂ [ ]
_ mmmm as
38, and

the
Abul Bashar,

Kasemn 40.
The were adimitted to

""ﬂ:i said, the accident oc-

curred when a bus bound for
Feni with some 60
on board from Khagrach
tried to overtake another bus.
Mirersharai police, in coop-
eration with the Fire Service
and Civil Defence re-
covered ten bodies from the

According to our DMC Cor
respondent. an »'*-~ckshaw
driver was siriously injured

See Page 12 Col 2

PM opens Ctg TV centre

Govt to use mass media

for people's benefit

CHITTAGONG. Dec 19: The
country today entered into a
new era of electronic media
with the o of a new tele-
vision centre in the port city.

UNB.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina inaugurated the first
television centre out-
side the capital enabling the
viewers of Chittagong and its
s districts Lo enjoy
the programme of the new cen-
tre

"Mass media are
the communication em
the new world with the help of
electronic media.” said the
Prime Minister while inaugu-

rating the centre at picturesque
Pahartali area of the city in the
afternoon.

The centre was set up on 10
acres of land beside Falz lake, a

X

television netwo out

A 10-kilowatt transmitter

Bhola-1 by-polls
on Jan 23

Election Commission yes-
t announced the schedule
for the by-election in Bhola- |
{:nnuiltmq rims Jmu:;_gga
as polling day. reports :

§ to the schedule.

the last day for submitting the
nomination papers is December
30 while the last date for with-
drawal is January 6.

The nomination papers will
be scrutinised on December 31.

An Election Commission
press release said the schedule
was announced with a partial
correction to the July 21, 1996
notification of the commission
in view of the di of an
election-related case by Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge and
election tribunal.
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State Minister for Law tells Daily Star

Grameen Court in every thana to
act as pre-trial settlement forum

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has asked the State
Minister for Law Justice and
Parlhamentary Alfairs to go
ahead with the plan of setting
up Grameen Courts across the
country while a couple of inter-
national donor agencies as-
sured financial assistance Lo

implement it
"The governmenl is planning
o set up a grameen court in
thana, which would work
as Pre-trial Settlement Forum
in the rural areas ol the
country” State Minister Abdul
Maun Khashru told The Daily
Star Tuesday night "The Prune
Minister has already approved
the idea and ask me o go
ahead with the project ~
Replying to question, the

By Nurul Kabir

slate minister also said that he
had discussed the goverp.ent
lan with officials of the United
ations Development Pro-
amme (UNDP) and United
ations Children's Emer
Fund (UNICEF) and they have
assured Ihul;::lﬂ assistance to
implement
"We shall the
proposals soon after 1 re-
cently formed committee fi-
nalises the draft of the compo-
sition. powers and jurisdiction
of the proposed courts.” he told
this correspondent

The law ministry consti-
tuted the 10 member commitiee
headed by the law secre and
it is scheduled to submit its re-

December 26.
Talking about the possible

structure and method of func-
of the courts, the state
minister said such a court In
thana would be headed
erably by a retired magis-
trate or a retired head master of
a local high school. It would be
working as “cirewit court” and
would sit in different areas of a
thana on a regular basis.
“A three member body com-
a district | . a dis-
trict u:fmhc Udacted
representative t ‘Upazila’
m:p-ar erned would appoint the
head of a ameen court”
Khashru s "Before giving
verdict, the magistrate of the
court would consult four jurors.
selected two each by the disput -
ing partics.
Ser Page 12 Col 7

Gowda stresses promotion
of intra-SAARC trade

NEW DELHI. Dec 19 Iindian
Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda
today called for promotion of
intra-SAARC trade and for
joint utilisation of the region's
market Fclmuah. reports BSS.

The Indian Premier was in-
augurating the 2-day 17th meet-
ing of the foreign ministers of
South Asian Association for
Regional ation (SAARC)
at the

"We strongly believe that the
South Asian region cannot re-
main immune from this of
collective selfl-interest and ad
vancement, and must partici-

ate fully in this process.” the
ndian Prime Minister said

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-

ter Abdus Samad Azad, Indian
External Affairs Minister IK

Gujral, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shahibzada Yaqub
Khan, Nepalese Foreign

Minister PC Lohani. Maldives
Foreign Minister Fathulla
Jameel, Sri Lankan Forei
Minister Lakshman Qadir
Gamar and Bhutanese F
Minister Lyinpo Dawa Tsering

er delivering his inaugu-

ral address. Deve Gowda came
down from the podium to the
front row in the hall where he
first shook hands with Bangla-
desh the Foreign Minister
followed by other the For

Ministers from the SAARC

countries.

Thereafter, all the

BAT b Grolrp pheiEagh wWA
a photogr wit
Prime Mini Deve Gowda.

In his speech. the Indian
F;n;lmz;l mnmme r -
that have most have
opened channels for the flow of
goods. services, capital and

%+muﬂ.mm

Asian nations too have o
travel m this puth.lﬁth
. i at-
m to the least
countries in the ~
need for regional consolidation
See Page 12 Col 8

was set up in the centre with a
capacity to cover a B0 kilometre
radius area, with two studios
and one control room.

The centre will telecast local
news and local television pro-
ductions on culture, heritage,
education and entertainment
regularly.

Modern architectural buil-
din were constructed and
mog:rn equipment procured.

with the financial assistance of
the French government to run
the centre for Chittagong.
The Prime Minister said
Ertunt government is very
een to use the mass media for
the benefit of the people.
hruaid welfare ui?h:m 25
the
. or their economic deer:;
ment. "The mass media will
also help develop the cultural

heri of the country,” she
Ilﬂlﬂl 0 lry

Ch‘lttagﬂn city is highly
important and it is iocated jusl
See Page 12 Col 3
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ajor is expec an offi-
T2

cial visit to Ban esh on

January 11.

Major will be coming here
for a one-day visit as part of his
three-nation tour of South
Asia, British Hi Commissi-
oner in Dhaka David Walker
told UNB.,

The British Prime Minister
will fly to Dhaka from New
Delhi and then proceed to
Islamabad.

During his stay here, John
Major will have official talks
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, covering the entire
gamut of bilateral relations as
well as regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-

See Page 12 Col 1

Govt move to
remove MD
of AB Bank

By Staff Correspondent

A move has been initiated
from the highest office of the
overnment to remove the

anaging Director of Arab
Bangladesh (AB) Bank to help
'smooth investigation' into the
allc%nd corruption in sanction-
ing loans in the name of Jadj
Distilleries, in which nine per-
sons including the bank
Chairman Morshed Khan had
been implicated, according to

sources concerned.

A letter to this effect was
sent to the of Finance
last week from the Prime

Minister s Olfice which was
signed By a mid-ranking offi-
cial. Bul it carried a note by an
influential official of the PM's

See Page 12 Col 2
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