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Lhe Danly Star semimar on 'Vision of the Young’

Emphasis on science & technology
to expedite development suggested

in
International, Independent
University of Bangladesh (IUB)
North South University,
the seminar I!;]dl on Tuesday
a large number
of students, doctors, .
entrepreneurs, cultural ac-
tivists, journalists and other
essionals. It was moderated
Editor of The Daily Star
ahfuz Anam and att .
others, Dr H:l{id Khan
of IUB and AM Mahboob of
Rotary International.
Shapnil Mahtab, a physi-
cian working with the 1&3{1‘&
that in the next

10 years the
mmmmum
E’wlde basic health facilities
all. At present the system is
80 uate in terms of
medical facilities that even if
there Is a doctor in a thana
health complex, he has to refer
a patient to district headquar-
ters. That is why doctors work-
ing there are demoralised and
do not reluctant to discharge
their duties 2"
He said that t

health system was only serving

2

By Stafl Correspondent
’

the rich
m"‘l‘nlﬂrm

al-
ist t that the m{ﬁfﬂdu
not ta its problems with
any imagination or vision and
therefore Iﬁ old problems per-
sisted in the society. The
system was not pro-people and
nobody was cnmi& forward to
improve it. she said.

—__ Editorialon paged

"The field of science and
technol is always being ig-
nored. No thinks about it
although it has the potential to
dramatically improve the lot of
the " she added.

he emphasised ensuri
safety of women in all walks
life to enable them to utilise
their capabilities to serve the
nation.

Kamrul Ahsan, an eer,
uldth:}hewul::;dlululhc
vict gmd honest men
in nﬂIF of national life in
the next 10 years.

Film director Rafi Hossain
en a political situation
in which the would not

each other just for the
ﬁt of opposition but would
make constructive criticism of
each other.

Munni Saha. a journalist,

hasised need for a change
in the mentality of the le to
accommodate women in all
professions. “There should not

be any lo a woman
hlA.l}y " she added .

im Aziz, a wriler envis-
aged a where “na-
ture would be in order
to allow minds to build

their imagination.”
Anwar Sadat, a student of

Dhaka University, that
the government mmu-
late a policy to protect local in-

dustries and their products
from unfair competition with

1 goods.

“In India, they protected
thetr industries in t sixties
and the seventies. Now their in-
dustries and industrial outputs
have achieved an international
standard. If our industries are
protected, our products will also
reach a standard to survive in
the international trade.' he
maintained

He believed that if corrup
tlnnldrnuld E éﬂtemuvrd ll:rpmr:m“r
could stop t it ol

adesh

uahhuh Tarek, another DU
student, stressed improvement
of political values so that
politicians could not get away
with lalse promises.

Zahedi. a former studen! of
the DU, student politics
saying. "l was a resident student
of Mohsin Hall. | had seen stu
dent politics closely. Believe
me, there is no need of student
politics and | am sure there
won't be any need of it in the

next decade
He formulating
commeon term economic
policy so that it remains stable
and can contribute properly to
t of the country. I
don't think there is much dif-
ference between the major po-
litical as far as their
economic policies are con-
cerned. So there is no reason

why they can not agree on a

specific economic ine. "
it guideline.” he

' Profl Zakir
| dressed the meeti

Eminent Indian columnist
Nayar erday said

Kuldip
that d;nl.ng of the water shar-
E:‘EI India has been possible

as
neither the Congress Party of
the BJP is in power in Delhi.
“The secret of this pact is
that there is a non-Congress
and non-BJP ment in
India.” the Columnist said
L e TR
s
initiative on water :'h,lnng and
Women for water sharing”™ at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
Waler resources Prol
Ainun Nishat and academi-
cians Prol Sajjadur Rashid and
ossain, also ad-
A docu
mentary film title " : The
Dyving River” produced
Nazneen Azim on behalf of the
forum was also shown Hasna
Moudud co-chairman of the fo-

rum presided over the

He however said in | lli

there has recently been a grow-
ing awareness al,;nul the value
of water and it planned use
“There is now a movement Lo
understand the value of water.
‘:-'r hanﬁrm:lm been conscious of
s use. Bot a s C -

“The water treaty has not
been linked with anything like
trade or transit. It is upto the
B:uplr :;:d overnment of

: to dec whether it

wﬁﬂd“' the Chittagong Port
and go for greater economic and
irading links with India.”
Kuldip stated

He sald Pranab Mukherjee.
who was Indian External
Affairs Minister In_ Congress
government ecarbier, had linked
walter sharing with transit, but
this ?:Vl'l'nlllfﬂi has not linked
It with anything

In this connection he re
ferted to a new thinking in
Patna. the capital of Indias
Bihar statle where a suggestion
has been made that there
should not be any more dams
that will obstruct the natural
flow of rivers “The thinking is

ains! all dam, Farakka in
cluded,” he said

"The Narmada Dam con
structed in India could not start
functioning tll now due 10 peo-
ple s opposition. :nnrernir:ﬂ
environmental and ecologic

impact.” he observed.

Dwelling on the just con-
cluded 30 year Ganges water
shanng accord, Kuldip said that
Indian Premier Deve Gowda
had assured thal no more water
could be withdrawn without the
Centre s rmission. However
he pointed oul that in India, wa-
ter was a state subject ”

Water expert Prol Ainun

I Nishat who was closely in-

he Baily Star

Water pact was possible as Cong
or BJP not in power : Kuldip

volved in the water
- agreement
we could examine actual
availability of water at
Farakka which was earlier kept
confidential.” "We found that
water availability was the same
as was in 1977,
Prof Sajjadur Rashid said
that the provision for conflict
resolution in the concluded

Mannan Bhuiyan

From Page |

solved by the ruling party.”
Asked about IM,:HM
what they feel would create a
pre-dialogue atmosphere, he
said the ruling y should
have sincere willingness to
solve the .
First. they will have to stop
and free BNP leaders
and workers arrested on false’

iC ;

Hﬁuiyln said about 10,000
BNP men fell victim to the rul-
ing party's ‘repressive acts” like
arrest or warrants of arrest.

At IJIUHIH: recently,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
had stated that her government
would look into the matter, if
BNP could submit a list of its
arrested leaders and workers
who were detained on political
grounds as claimed by BNP

When his attention was
drawn to the Prime Minister's
remarks. Bhuiyan said: "If the
government formally tells us
we are ready to produce a list of
our workers who were arrested
in false cases.”

The BNP leader alleged that

more than 100 activists of his
party had been killed in the
six months “The governmen
filing cases on false allegations |
against our ministers only 1o
tarnish the image of BNP." he

complained
an reiterated the alle

Bhu
gation IZHI the Speaker, who is |
the custodian of the Parlia: |
ment, was not playing impar
tial role. “He is not neutral. . he |
has been conducting the Far
lament with partisan outlook

The BNP Secretary General
resented that his y was not
gven pr ionate representa
tUon in difierent parliamentary
CominHlees

He said a few BNFP members
had been Included in the par-
hamentary committees without
consulting the Leader of the Op-
position or the Opposition
Chief Whip.

Bhuiyan slammed the ruling
party lor sidetracking the is-
sues ol national importance
during parliamentary delibera-

tions.
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Bangabandhu
Memorial to be
built beside
Dhanmondi Lake

By Special Correspondent

Bangabandhu Memorial, a
monument dedicated 1o
Hangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman will be built on the
bank of the Dhanmondl Lake
officials said

it will be constructed in
front of the Bangabandhu
Museum at Dhanmondi Road
No 32

The Ministry of Sports and
Cultural Affairs will supervise
tﬂ:}-Umﬂnn of the monument

L is expected to be completed
by March 26, the officials said.

The Planning Commission
has already approved a scheme
under which the Dhanmondi
Lake will also undergo a mas-
sive facelift to beautify the
monument s surroundings. A
lloating restaurant then will
cater to the needs of visitors,
the officials said

Ctg TV Centre
cgﬁens today

TAGONG, Dec 18: The
:nm:h nieltnd ﬁ:l}_ﬂadgd Chi-
tagong Centre o h
Television will be 1%

tomorrow, rts BSS,
Prime inister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to formally

inaugurate the TV centre in the
afternoon which was built at
Pahartali Hill top adjacent to
l"g,y‘s Lake at a cost of about Tk
67 crore with financial and
technical
France.

The inau al function in
likely to be telecast live from
Chittagong Centre. official
sources .

Initially ten-minute news

50-minute de-
?F;:udﬁth: trncﬂtinn and cul-
ura

eritage of Chittagong
will be telecast every day.

assistance from

Jessore Jail

From Page 1
sent to India.

The ‘]uil. with a capacity of
1,400, is crammed with some
2,700 prisoners. .

Some 40 prisoners, detained
on different charges, were
anted bail on Tuesday, but
could not come out of the

jail due to the trouble.
We aré our best to end

the stalemate and are hopeful of

a peaceful solution." In or
General (Prisons] Liaquat Ali
Khan told UNB over ne.

Khan, who flew to Jessore
immediately after the revolt,
held a meeting with local
e ottt thart o

tion to
end the crisis.

Police from other districts
were called in and deployed
around the besieged prison
along with paramilitary BDR to
gl)'ew:nt any jailbreak and bring

e situation under control.

Another report adds: The

ment can consider the

of the rebellious Hrl.n-

oners only when they will be

disciplined and normalcy

in the Jessore Central Jail. said
official

an )

“We cannot be to the
rebels,” said the Deputy Com-
missioner of Jessore reached by
telephone from Dhaka last
night, as all efforts till time to
resolve the crisis went in vain.

to a query, the DC
said

government wanted a
solution of the revoit.

—

Jamaat leaders say
Water treaty

poses threat
to country’s
sovereignty

Jamaat-e-Islami outright re-
jected as subversive the Ganges
waler-sharing treaty ed by
the prime minister of Bangla-
desh and India in New Delhi
last week, UNB.

“It has not only deprived
Bangladesh of its legitimate
share of the Ganges water but
also poses threat to the coun:
try's independence and
sovereignly,  partys acting
Ameer, Abbas Ali Khan. told a
rallhrhhﬂl: yesterday.

an gquoted West Bcn&al
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, the
architect of the treaty, as saying
at a press conference in
Calcutta that it would facilitate
India to get the | quantum
of water, to use Chittagong Port
and also get a corridor through
Bangladesh to quench insur-
gency in their seven eastern
states.

The Jamaat leader also cited
a recent statement of Indian
Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda
clai that the water-shar-

treaty had paved the way for
solution of other bilateral is-
SUCS.

by Khan obucn;:rd that ﬁn:dn
making such remar ad
mh?:ﬁ:m to the mush-tn.‘lked-
a road transit and export of
electricity to Bangladesh.

CHT talks

¥rom Page 1

K achhari circuit house.
eanwhile, eight securit
camps from the bordering vil-
lages of Loughang and Chingi
under Panchhari thana of
Khagrachhari hill district were
withdrawn and five other
camps have been kept inopera-
tive from December 17 as per
demand of the Shantibahini
leaders to facilitate their ar-
rival to attend the dialogue, the
official sources informed.
Besides, security patrol was
kept relaxed in those areas
since five days ahead of the
-talks, the sources added.
The Shantibahini team will
be flown to the venue of dia-

politiclans as well as logue by helicopter from
administration were trying bordering
their best to resolve the prob- under the Khagrachhari hill
Jem.” district, the sources said.
Education Minister AHSK The dialogue will be the first
Sadique talked to lo- under the present government.
cal politicians of on his During the previous BNP
to Khuina. government seven rounds of
minister also peace-talks held between the
about the latest situation of the national committee and the
jail revolt from the authorities Shantibahini leaders ended in-
concerned. conclusively.
Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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Finance Minister SAMS Kibria speaking at a roundtable on '‘Bangladesh: An

Kagoj, a vernacular daily, at Hotel Sheraton in the city yesterday.

From Page 1

sidy the finance minister

that 'hidden cost’ of the E:E
ernment had been putting
heavy budgetary pressure. “We
are spending more money in
fertiliser subsidy than in educa-
tion. The previous government
increased subsidy in this sector

and it is crushing us.”

About the country’s macro-
economic situation, the finance
minister said the rate of infla-
tion is as low as three per
cent which is putting no imme-
diate pressure on the economy.
He noted that there has been a
Fcalth}r l_lntnu:l in imports.
mport of intermedia s
and raw materials ,Kaw
creased. "[ agree that import-
export figures need to be
waliched carefully. But one

should not be too pessimistic
looking at figures. There are
some silver too.” he said.

About credit disbursement,
Kibria said the government s
following a go slow be-
cause the huge chunk of term
loans, given earlier, may turn
into k: serious problem I}:':rr the

u:eTm finance l:.I:m'uuiul-:r said

qum'u:ncnt coun on
an nvﬂtmcnt—indul:edt::'guwth
since foreign aid flow has stag-
nated over the . "Rate of
investment is already increas-
ing. Although | do not expect a
spectacular wth this year,
but still it be around E.g‘per
cent and six per cent by next
year."

Former finance minister M
Saifur Rahman giving his view
on the study report, said the
country should determine its
owrl agenda for development

He was highly critical of the
World Bank and said the Bank
sels aﬁf"da without realising
the reality and often makes su-
perficial comments.

“The Bank is criticising our
nationalised commercial
banks for having bad loans
while there are at least two to
three hundred big banks in the
West that are facing the same

loan defaulting problem as we
are [ . he said.

"Thousands of World Bank
programmes have gone bad be-
cause of the blems, but th
would not admit it,” Saifur said.

He said that the persisting
power Ehﬂr‘laﬁ: problem in the
country was due (o the Bank's
‘wrong policies’ in stopping
lending in the power sector in

1989.
Criticising the Bank's sug-

gestion for recapitalization of
the private banks by the gov-
ernment, he said this will have
disastrous effect on the econ-

omy.

gajl'ur felt that good gover-
nance and paliu{:alg CONSensus
were the two 'mantras’
(principles) for development.
“The political culture of conflict
is hindering our growth,” he
said adding "we should not mar

DMCH employees
call for work

abstention
By Staff Correspondent

A group of class four em-
pln|y::a of the Dhaka Medical
Co l:éFe Hospital (DMCH) has
called a two-hour work absten-
tion every day for three days
from today to protest the as-
sault on a r allegedly by
the Director of the hospital
yesterday morning.

e angdr employees
demunulrﬂlec? h{ front c?f tﬁc of-
fice of the director at around 10
am. The Director assaulted
Sultan, a cleaner of the hospi-
tal, DMCH sources said.

The director of the hospital
could not be contacted for his
comments.

Boudha Bhikkhu

shot in city

By Staff Correspondent

One Boudha Priya Bhikkhu,
38, was injured when unidenti-
fied miscreants fired on him at
around 11:45 Tuesday night,
said Sabuj thana police.

Boudha, was sta in
room number one of the first
floor of the Buddha Mandir at
Bashaboo, received bullet in-

. He was attacked as he re-

to tolls, police said.
MMmmunttnth-
nmnmwcmum-

9 Khulna JCD
lgaders sued

From Staff Correspondent
KH[LLLI;IA.HM IE':1 Tl}c city
unit ol Jubo ue hnas
with Kotwali a’Fhana angﬁ:
against nine JCD leaders and
activists for damaging the por-
trait of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and a dias
here on Tuesday evening.
City JCD president Tuhin,
who is also wanted in two other
cases is one of the accused.

Minor bﬂz rescued
3 child traffickers
held in Savar

Mirpur police arrested three
child traffickers from Savar
area Tuesday night and rescued
an abducted minor boy [rom
their den, reports BSS,

Police said, a group of
:ntdcnuﬂcd child traffickers

idnapped a one and a half r
old boy Munna, son of B!,'::ﬁ:
ghhl:n a resident of 67

mm. under Mi r -
HEEH team of hllrpTl' pr:}:;r
a long drive, rescued Munna
from a house of one Mohiuddin
Ahmed of Tarap Rajaghat area
under Savar thana. Police ar-
rested Faizunnahar alias
Chhabi Begum 24, Zahid
Hossain, 26, and Nannu Miah,
20 for their alleged involve-
ment in kidnapping Munna.

ﬁ:ganda for Action' organised by Bhorer

o

.
h- — e -

—Star photo

Consensus on reforms, good governance

economic prospect of the coun-
try for short term gains.”

Tofael Ahmed said c ra-
tion between the political lead-
c;ls is a must for success of de-
velopment programimes.

ﬁ* there is a consensus be-
tween political parties on pri-
vatisation, even the trade
unions can not deter the pro-
gramme." observed Tofael.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud
said the country's macro-econ-
omy deteriorated since fiscal
1994-1995 with saving and in-
vestment gag: widening and
budgetary and trade deficits in-

creasing,

"This trend is still continu-
ing. 1 do not see reasons for be-
ing very much concerned. but

s

k li:l:e trend. This
propriate of fiscal :npd
trade olicies,” said Prof

M "

“There seems to be an eco-
nomic stability now, but that
may be a of economic
stagnation." he observed.
Domestic savings which in-
creased during 1993-94 and
1994-95 fiscal years has now
stagnated or is declining loos-
ing the early gains, he .

Dr Mohammad Yunus said
the country needs to go fast for
Ehlﬂ#ﬁ in the world context to
';jhmu:!t from emerging opportu-

“We have to ask ourselves —
is our politics a ate for
that fast ctm*mp;e open-
ing up fast?", he said.

r Hdg‘een Khan said the
question subsidy in cul-
ture hutnhemﬂtht
light of the subsidy given in the
in the European coun-
tries and in the USA instead of

driven by donors.
who spoke on the oc-
casion are former secretary
Managing

Khan, former secretary Kasi

51”1:' lﬂmnld 5 and lt:trhur of
e or k' eport

Shekhan Shah | =

E
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6 construction
workers inj

in BIRDEM fire

By Staff Correspondent
At least six construction
workers recetved serious burn

injuries in a fire on the third
floor of the BIRDEM tal

bullding at Shahbagh in the
city erday evening.

¢ fire broke out is, ward
no. 42 (old), where about nine

workers were engaged in reno
vation work at around 6 pm.

hospital and fire service
sOUTCes said
The victims — Abdur

Rahman, 30, Lutfor Rahman
22, Rahmat AlM, 40. Jainul
Abedin. 30, Nannu Miah 28§
and Nurul lslam, 27 — were ad-
mitted 1o the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). Three
of them were in critical condi.
Lion

It was not immediatel
a senior official of the hospital
said the fire broke out due to a
leakage in the gas line.
However lctwmﬂr: Ser-
vice sources. the started

due to an electric short circuit.
The em of BIRDEM.
nopularly nown as Diabetic
ospital, ﬂﬂ.rmha! the fire
within a very time. They
used the fire fighting ipment
installed in the hospital
. Three units of the fire

and an ambulance also

The hﬂipltal' authorities
have formed a six-member
committee to investigate the

fire incident, said an official of
BIRDEM last night.

The official said there would
be no disruption in the medi-
care services due to the fire in-
cident.

Mongla Port
workers call
off strike

Workers of the M Port
called off their strike yesterday
after reaching an agreement
with the authorities, official
sources said here, reports BSS.

Nucﬁrly 6.500 workers went
on sirike over a te on
November 11 mndghg:vﬂal
ships carrying fertiliser. ce-
ment and general cargoes
stranded at the port.

The officials said the work-

agreed to resume han-
dling in the evening after the
authorities came to an ee-
ment with the Dock Workers'
Association on their demands
which include and
benefits and employment of

| more workers.

' Peruvian rebels

From Page 1

- dri in an elegant marquee

on the lawn when the explo-
sions occurred.

"Moments later, heavy gun-
fire had us all flat out on the

qund," she said. "The guerril- .

as stalked around the residence

unds threatening us: "Don’t
ift your heads up or you will be
shot.”

Bowen said police fired tear
gas into the compound, but the
rebels wore gas masks so only
the hostages were affected.
Witnesses said the rebels were
armed with automatic rifles
and grenades.

In the initial attack, police
captured five suspected -
las before being forced mm
compound in the upscale San
Isidro district of Lima.

Japan's ambassador,
Morihisa Aoki, said in tele-
phone calls from inside the
compound to J broad-
caster NHK that the rebels
wanted to talk directly to

| F‘uﬂmm He said he was bei
he

1

in a room by five or six
the guerillas, whom he de-
scribed as young men armed
with pistols and rifles.

Early today, the rebels
threatened (o kill the remain-
ing captives.

Japan's NHK public broad-
casting network reported that
executives from the Lima
branches of Toyota Motor Corp.
NEC Corp. Asahi Chemical
Industry Co. Matsushita
Electric Industrial Co and
Mitsui Mining and Smelting

Co. were among the hostages

BNP protests govt
‘'non-cooperation’
in Silver Jubilee

celebration
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalis
Party |( has protested gov-
ernment's non- ation’ in
celebrating the Jubilee
of Victory in the Liberation
War

it also protested Awami
League activists' ‘attacks’ on
ral and processions organ-
ised by BNP at various places in
the country.

The were made at a
BNP held at the
rtntrléﬂ office yesterday wit
% Bhuiyan in the chair,

Says a press :

The reacted
to what it announcement
of setting up a Liberation War
Museum in Chittagong instead
of Shaheed Zia Memorial Mu-
seum and of the

h.mdl_ tion stone of a memorial

Begum Khaleda Zia at Rayer-
It by preban Prime Minisses
Shﬁﬂ dsina.

Attlended central
of BNP's frn:{ m

Eﬂﬂ“‘ pic for cele.

for cele-
ating the Silver Jubilee in a
befitting manner.

It said thuthﬁhdﬂuuu
political parties taken up
various programmes in celebra-
tion of the Silver Jubilee the
government lent no coopera-
tion, rather, it created obstacles
in many cases.

The BNP meeting said that
their efforts to erect arches in
memory of "Shaheed Bir
Shresthas” in the city were re-
sisted and in some cases police
dismantled arches and warned

against further att to
erect those. It that
‘armed activists Awami
League removed BNP's banners
from the Intellectuals’
Memorial at at dead of
night.
Protesting the announced
lan for se a Liberation
ar Museum Chittagong.

BNP warmned of severe conse-
quences if Shaheed Zia Memo-

rial Museum was destroyed
there.

The meeting protested
Awami League activists' ‘at-
tacks' on BNP rallies and pro-
cessions at various in-
cluding anj, :
Sonagazi, Shoilakupa and
Nandail.

Bangladesh Games

From Page 1|
sations are taking
ames, which will
9 venues.
The participants of the
games took part in a march

Besides, the ina pro-
gramme was marked by games
song presented by Shakila
Zafar and her troupe on board a
decorated wehicle. t‘: tr;ulp:
song was present
Mahmud and co-artistes.

Different organisations.
Army. Ansars. Vigquarunnisa
School and Saontal commu
of Dinajpur demonstrat
colourful display. which was
witnessed by some 20,000 peo-
ple. The programmes included
dance, song and other demon-
strations.

Abdus Sattar Nini and
Kamrunnahar Dana carried the

ames torch from Mirpur

ational Stadium to the Dhaka
National Stadium. Mahabub
Ara Gini and Mosharral Ho-
ssain Khan lit the
Games fMame at the Dhaka
National Stadium tower,

President of the
Committee of the Games
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria.
State Minister for Youth,
S s and Cultural Affairs

| Kader. Army Chiel and
President of Bangladesh

(’ﬂ_ﬂwﬁ‘I Assoctiation Lt General
Mahabubur Rahman spoke on

the occasion.
Ministers, MPs. and hun-
sports officials and

in 23
place in




