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Arthur Hiller displays the Oscar statuette won in 1934 by

Clark Gable for "It Happened
conference in Beverly Hills.

ne Night" during a press
iller announced that pro-

NEW DELHI, Dec 18: India’s
minority may soom

stantly walking a political

tlmmp;"top say,

Fears of an Imminernt col-
lapse for Prime Minster HD
Deve Gowda's centre-left United
Front

in business cir-
pushed down stock

Deve Gowda. heading a pre-
carious seven-party coalition
ﬂwad up by an

ess () Party, |
sists lhzt there is nothing lu

Lal Krishna Advani, presi-
dent of the main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
(indian People's Party). said
that India may see early par

have already

Top Indian politicians say

!\"EII the congress, which

propped up the in
Juntllttrhtl t oust a
short-lived BJ t.
has to take a hard line

“This
last its five years of that much
we are certain," Co
:.,wm Vithal Gﬂﬂ told

"It could fall under the
weight of its own contradic-

The t would fall
without suppert, al-
though it also on half-
a-dozen other g

Gadgil said his was not

with Dewve ;
e is the k to-

gether and surviving. If that is a
test, then he has succeeded.” the

sald. "But we are not

Gowda govt may collapse soon

for the fulurr for true relevance

and of the Congress we
must our support.”
said J th Mishra.
Growing disenchantment
with the United Front in the

Con;rtu and BJP ia com-
owing [ssures
with the mﬂt&n whose mem-

bers range from free-market en-
thusiasts to anti-reform
Comumunists.

On Tuesday, a Communist
leader said the t may
not survive six months.

“The way things are it
will be great if it lasts that

long.” the leader sald on condi-
tion of anonymity. "We are un-
happy — | think everyone is un-
happy.”

It's the first time

Communists have joined a -
emnment in New Delhi gﬁ
india’s | in 1947.
In recent months they have

construction of a dam in the re-
glon .

Home Minster l-drnjtt v-

Gupt:_lﬂm

I‘rum

Bund.-]rthtm-nﬂ

hike . This was
denied by minister the
What kind of can

you expect in such a situation?
asked Advani of the BJP, the

luﬂmmhthtﬂﬁ
seal parliament.

Deve Gowda's have
increased since aram Kesri
became president of the

Kesri is desperat
SOTNe factions of the
hl-;zh-d the

ducer/director Steven Spielberg had purchased the Oscar ]meh:e“ flﬁum"“n m'“ﬁﬁt Mm-“'h his overall mh“'tl m" By agitical of gevern- “ml." n“:g‘;lmh;:af;: nii"t';
at a Sunday II.II:t:II:II'.'I for th' purpose of presenting it to litician said both the United Gadgil's comments came af- One regional fromthe Front have rejoined the
the Academy. Spielberg paid § 607 500 for the statute. ront and the Congress were ter a Congress colleague railed southern state Andhra Congress. But as neither had
trying to lﬁram de- against the Pradesh that is a part of the cabinet ministers them.
spite a public unity "Ninety-nine per cent of the coalition is at , with the change did not affect the

— AFP/UNB Phﬂtﬂ which he wamed would not last country s Congreasmen feel that the prime minister over the government

Clinton okays new NATO

force for Bosnia

WASHINGTON, Dec 18: US

president Bill Clinton yesterday
approved NATO's plan for a new
NATO-led military force, with
US military participation, in
Bosnia to keep peace in the
Baltic country, reports Xinhua.

In a brief written statement,
Clinton said he welcomed the
NATO decision to move ahead
with a Besnia "Stabilisation
Force.”

Earlier in the day. the al-
liance's 16 defence ministers in
Brussels ap a final "acti-
vation order” to the military to
dsfig:l)n a Stabilisation Force
( Faul'al.ﬂﬂﬂ at its peak and
to remain in the country for 18
months. The force will include
about 8,300 Americans.

The new force takes over
from the current Impleme-
ntation Force (IFOR) policing
the Dayton peace accord on
December 20, the day its
mandate expires. The accord,
brokered by the United States
and reached in the OHIO city of

Dayton, the US. helped bring an

end to the 43-month war in
November, 1995.

"By preventing the parties
from sliding back into armed
conflict and providing more
breathing space for political
and economic efforts to take

. SFOR will help Bosnians
lllumt full res nulhllu for
their future — a future without

an outside military presence.”
Clinton said.

Tigers kill 8
Lankan troops

COLOMBO, Dec 18: Tamil
rebels detonated underwater
explosives, killin%:ﬁht gov-
ernment soldiers bathing in a
river in northeastern 5Sri
Lanka, military officials said
Wednesday, reports AP,

Two soldiers were injured in
Tuesday's attack in Janakapura
village, about 230 kilometres
(145 miles) northeast of the
Cl:ttlumbn. the Sri Lankan capi-
tal.

The guerilla fled into nearby
jungles carrying the weapons
seized from the soldiers. said
the officials who cannot be
identified under briefing rules.

Also on Tuesday, a rebel sui-
cide bomber crashed his explo-
sive-laden motorcycle into a
jsu:p killing the deputy chief of

Lanka's elite police com-
mando unit.

No mention about $ 1.3 b US debt

New UN chief calls for help

from member states

LUUNITED NATIONS. Dec 18
The newly elected UN chief
Tuesday called on UN member
states to embark on a healing

rocess lo keep the world
P rom pcr!uhmg due to "indifier-
ence, inattention or financial
starvation,” reports AFP

Ina nt)ﬂ-.rh lo the |85 mem-
ber UN General Assembly fol-

lowl his election as the next
LN cretary-General. Kofi
Annan of Ghana said “let us

embark on a tme of hcah:?

He went on: "Applaud us
when we prevail, correct us
when we {ail, but above all. do
not let this indispensable, irre-
I)lacrnblr Institution wither,
anguish or perish as a result of
member state indifference.
inattention ol lnancial star-
valtion."

Annan did not refer directly
to Walhingllnn’l failure to pay
its 1.3 lion dollars debt.
which has triggered an un-
precedented financial crisis for
the world body and led to ten-
sions between the United States
and its UN partner

Arafat-Netanyahu sumnut
- meet likely ;

JERUSALEM. Dec 18: lnrarh
and Palestinian officials seek-
ing to finalize Israel's with-
drawal from Hebron will try
next week to arrange a summit
meeting between Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat, reports AP.

"He (Arafat) is in Europe un-
til Sunday and when he comes
back wr.'lfdiﬂcuss the possibil-
ity of a summit, Netanyahu's
media and policy adviser David
Bar-lllan said Tuesday.”

In Hebron on Tuesday.
Palestinian students set up a
blackboard outside the campus

ates of Islamic University and

eld a makeshift class to
protest the 10-month [sraeli
closure of the university.

Troops punched and kicked
several students who refused to

and pneumonia, Im;l?tn
by her doctors said. Reuter

with wishes for a speed

night.

‘hext we
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Gowda visits Mother Teresa:
The condition of Mother Teresa, recovering from heart surgery
vesterday,
reports from New Delhi.
Indian Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda visited the 86-
old Roman Catholic nun., winner of the 1979 Nobel Peace

at the hospital on mesda}r and offered her a bouquet of roses

‘Yabve from' the shu
pus gates. Sludrms havE h-t'“t"ﬂ

pruu:'sung at the site daily for |

the past two weeks. turning the
university into trigger point in
the already volatile citjl.'.

Israel is to hand over four-
fifths of Hebron to the
Palestinian Authority. but
Israeli troops will rr:mam in

e e e ioe
surrounded by 130,000 Arabs.

More than two months of
I lations on an lsraeli troop
pullback have failed to produce
an agreement. The last round of
talks was held Monday.

Netanyahu has accused
Arafat of delaying the signing
of an agreement. Arafat has ac:
cused Netanyahu of trying to
change a pact on Hebron that
was signed by the previous
Israeli government.

a regular medical update

Car-
rize,

"Mother Teresa is l:u:t ter my She had a good sleep last
She had her moming tea around 07

l:rr yer at 0815 hrs,” said the medical bulletin issued at 8:30 am
300 GMT) b}r Calcutta's BM Birla Heart Research Cenitre.

and morning

But in a further allusion to
the United States, Annan called
for "a healing of fractures and
frictions between member
states and this organisation
which cannot function without
their political and material
su

inan noted that “There Is
no lack of bl nis for a new,
t-cold war United Nalions
is no lack ol wieas or de
bate,

What we need is consensus
and commitment.

"The time W choose Is now
For this organisation, along
with the rest of the world. must
change Let every member state
welcome this change. not resist
it. Let us make ¢ our ally,
not our enemy. seize it as an op-
portunity. not a threat, recog-
nise it as a necessity. not an
imposition.”

Annan said that as UN chief
from January | he intended to
present his independent views
to member stales for their con-
sideration.

Annan takes over from

Boutros Boutroa-Ghall, whose
candidacy for a second term
was blocked by Washington, on
January |

Another report says. The
185 nation General Assembly
on Tuesday elected Koll Annan
to a five-year term as LN chiel,
amid optimisin that his ap
wintment would produce a
ong-awaited political truce
with Washington

Calls mounted Tuesday at
the United Nalons for 58 year
nh:l Annan, who was percetved

as the US candidgte before his
.ldﬂ.-lh.m last Friday by the LN
Security Council, to ensure that
the world body's largest con
tributor pays its dues to the
world | .

In a veiled relerence 1o
Washington in a hard-hitting
valedictory speech to the as-
sembly. out- gu[nf UN chief
H-u-ull'ﬂﬁ Boutros Ghali stressed
that "now new secrelary- en
eral is being appointed, al
rears 5huul¢¥ be paid at once an
has been promised so often in
the past few months *
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Newly sworn i1n Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan of Ghana (R) poses
with outgoing Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali (L) and former Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cueller (C) on Tuesday at the United Nations. Annan said in his first
speech as secretary-general that the UN's financial stability would be his first prionty.

— AFP/UNB photo

43 more executed in China:

Some 43 criminals have been executed in the southern Chinese
city of Guangzhou, amid a dramatic intensification of the
country’'s "strike hard” campaign that has led to 120 executions
in the space of a week, AFP reports from Beijing.

The sentences against the 43 were read out at public rallies in
seven separate districts of the city, the Yangcheng Evening News
reported yesterday. All those condemned were then taken to the

main Guang}imu execution ground and killed with a bullet to
the back of head, the nmpaprr said.

Canada-EU ngD ;t accord: canada
and the 15-nation European Unio cd a joint declaration
and action plan in ﬂttawa Tuesday t al could help prevent
large-scale isputes, AFP reports from Ottawa.

e agreement "will improve the possibilities of heading off
disputes before thqy happen," said Sir Leon Britian, a vice
president of the EU's executive commission. This was an ap-
.{:arcnt reference to last year's "fish war" between Canada and
he EU which culminated with the arrest by Canada of a

Spanish trawler fishing in international waters off the
Newfoundland coast,

Letter bomb kills 3 in Colombia:

A letter bomb exploded in the northeastern Colombian city of

Monteria, killing at least three le and injuring at least 37
others Tuesday, police said, hFPP;np {30 7

The blast rocked a building nlng the nl‘ﬂcea of the
Cordoba ranchers' fund. It has been a staunch opponent of reb
groups operating in the area. The building was partially de-

stroyed, and nearby buildings were damaged by the blast, wit-
nesses said.

Witch buried alive in Zambia:

A 70-year-old woman was buried alive at the weekend in
northern Zambia after she was accused of cau the death of a

boy through witchcraft, press reports Tuesday, AFP
from Lusaka :

The ZIS eyewitnesses said the woman whose name
was not was beaten by relatives of the and Iurmd
to go and bury him. Holding the boy in her hands
bury him but while in the grave to c:thabudyprgm’l he
was buried alive together with the by angry rela

ISLAMABAD, Dec 18: Depo-
sed Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto Tuesday demanded the
immediate resignation of Pres-
ident Farooq Ahmed Leghari,
accusing him of t to un-
dermine fair elections, reports
AFP.

"There cannot be fair elec-
tions™ if Leghari remains in
power, she told a news confer-
ence here, adding: hari is
desperately seeking to disqual-
ify us.”

Bhutto was dismissed by
Leghari last month on accusa-
tions of administrative irregu-
larities, corruption and law-
lessness.

Through a proclamation on
November 5, the president also
dissolved the national assem-
bly and ordered new elections
for February 3 under a care-
taker government led by Malik
Meraj Khalid.

Denying charges of corrup-
tion, she said the caretaker gov-
ernmcnl had "failed” to bring

y charge against her. "This
shnwa that the government was
dissolved illegally, undemo-
cratically and unconstitution-

‘Leghari must remgn to
ensure fair polls

ally.” she added.

Lashing out at Leghari she
said "He murdered the national
assembly and nullified the will

of the pec;ﬁe
"We call upon the president
to step down because in his

mn:“cmmntagact air
ﬂcaﬂn from the uprclil
Court.” Ehuuu said, referri

a legal challenge she has fil
her dismissal.
Accusing Leghari ol corrup-

Maoists free 16

abducted workers

L

NEW DELHI, Dec 18: Maoist
guerillas abducted 60 workers
of a national groad-building
firm in the eas Indian state
of Bihar but later released 16 of
them, the United News of India
said Tuesday, rts AFP.

It said gucrﬂ as of the out-
lawed Maoist communist centre
qup kidnapped workers of
ndia's border road construc-
tion institution from a colliery
in the Bihar coalfields of
Basantpur on Monday.

tion. she said the president
wanted to "protect and promote
corruption elite.”

She said he is hoping for a
hung pariament, under which
he could install a puppet Prime
:dinlutr:r who mulliy a.ik‘:jwthhim

0 assume powers beyond those
granted under the constitution.

Bhutto said it had not yet de-
cided whether her party would
participate in the elections,
adding the party leadership
would make the decision col-
lectively.

She complained that Nawaz
Sharif's government — sacked
in 1993 then President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan — was re-
stored by the Supreme Court
within five weeks of its dissolu-
tion, while her petition was

still fr.ndlng in the court.
"People are disturbed over

the double standards being
plied in Pakistan,” Bhutto Ia;h‘?-

Accusing chhnﬂ of leading
a campaign to dismember her
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
she sald several PPP people had
been jailed. The president who
"abused” his tion wants to
"hijack” the . she added. , .

Attempt on

Ecuadoran
president foiled

BOGOTA . Dec |8 Colomnbdan
securily forces on Tuesday
foiled an assassination at
against Ecuadoran President
Abdala Bucaram, when they

captured a man carrying an ex
plosives-packed sultcase as he
entered city hall, sources at Lthe
president s office told AFFP

Bucaram was due to visit
Hogota Mayor Antanas Mockus
minutes alter Lhe man was ar
rested during a routine search
al the entrance to city hall, the
source said

Last month, the Ecuadoran
government said a mid air flire
aboard a helicopter accompa -
nying Bucaram on a domestic

::llp was also an attempt on his
r

Zahra Aga Khan
to marry Mark
Boyden of UK

GOUVIEUX., France, Dec 18:
The ﬁu Khan and Princess
Salin a Khan on Monday
announced the engagement ol
their only daughter, Princess
Zahra Aga Khan to Mark
Boyden, only son of Mr. &
Beyden ol England, says a press
release received in Dhaka.

Prince Zahra the eldest of
the ﬁ Khan and Princess

alin Khan's three chil-
dren, was

n in Genevd_on

September 18, 1970. She' at-
tended Le Rbsey School in
Switzerland and subsequently
Harvard University, from
where she graduated in 1994
with an Honours Degree in
Third World development stud-
ies. Since complet her uni-
versity studies Princess Zahra
has worked at her father's sec-
retariat, where she is actively
involved in social development
activities. focusin parﬂcularg'
on women's development an
provision of salety nets for the
very poor in Alfrica and Asia.

Mark Boyden was born in
London on November 5, 1961.
He attended Dartington Hall
School. Subsequently he com-
pleted Masters in Business
Administration at Oxford
Brookes University, concen-
trating on business ethics with
special reference to human
rights and child labour in the
developing world.
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International p-p singer Celine Dion is

i Meontreal December 17, 18 and 19.

::-:'i"

all smiles during
thmmﬁrmuTn.hymshh-nH
more than 18 millions copies of "Falling into You" around
the world, making it the best selling crossover album of
1996 Dion will close the year with concerts for her fans in
— AFP/UNB photo

Oft the Record

Manslaughter for love

MELBOURNE A judge sentenced an Indonesian student to
five years in prison on Wednesday for killing a rival who had
competed for the aflections of his girlfriend. reports AP

Supreme Court Judge Geoffrey Eames ordered 25-year-oid
Budianto Trisnadi. a student of Bandung West Java. to serve a
minimum of three years before becoming eligible for parole

Trisnadi has already served 440 days since his arrest and
conild be free in less than two years

The court heard that Trisnadi lll';;;ﬂﬂl Jin Lee Chan, 22. a
student from Brunei, on October 5. |§

A Jury earlier acquitted Trisnadi of murder. but convicted
him of the jesser rharf'nf manslaughter

Prosecutors said 1 case was one ol a love triangle gone
wrong

Trisnadi strangled Chan after finding him with his | 7-year-
old girtfriend. another Indonesian student

He then slashed Chan's throat and wrists 10 make the killing
seem like suicide.

Rare surgery to repair
. child's deformed face

PITTSBURGH: Surgeons undertook a rare 14-hour operation
to repair a Vietnamese boy's deformed [ace at Children's
H tal of Pittsburgh, reports AP

¢ doctors wr on the 4-year-old child for free, Dean
Wallers, a . said Tuesday.
Minh Thien Du suffered from hypertilorism. a condition in

which his eyes were spaced too far apart on his face. He had an
el ted left nostril.
letnamese doctors operated seven times on the boy already,

hu:jhlf. deformities were too severe for them to repair, Walters
sal

An international grl:n.l
Minh's plight, i.nd Dr. J
to help. The boy

of plastic surgeons learned about
illiam Futrelf Pittsburgh volunteered

tnouﬁ money to fly with Minh
trom Ho Chi Hmh to ﬁu the npernu{n
Futrell and Dr Wolfgan L.uu.lltn 1lse head of plastic

sSur at Children s Hospital, the operation at 6 am.
nf{h’i'.ﬂlﬂinmmdipm.

Depression raises risk
of heart attack

WASHINGTON: People who suffer from deep ﬁmﬂm are
at higher risk of a heart attack than those who are never

be:nlgl:preund to a study published by the journal
circulation

H:scarchmatth:duhnnﬂopkjnlﬁchmlnimhﬁrﬁuhh
who studied the medical history of 2,000 people found” that
those who had suffered a major depression were four times
m%_llickdy:dn}mwmha‘dahwtattaﬂ e

y results to st chu# way primary care
practitioners think about ., the study's lead author

Laura Pratt wrote.
physicians could now take ssion into

She added that
account when analysing other heart attack risk factors such as

Researcher William Eaton noted that while medicines taken
for depression had been suspected of contributing to heart
attacks, "our data suggests the it is depression that causes risk
for heart attacks, not medications.”

chtura t.aken dunng the englgement ceremnny of Princess Zahra Aga Khan (L), elder
dnughtar of the Aga Khan and Princess Salimah Agn Khan, with Mark Boyden, on Monday

in Gouvieux, France. The couple should get married in Spring 1997.

— AFP/UNB photo

Boutros Ghali blames US for UN ﬁnancwl Crisis

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 18:
In his farewell address as UN
secretary-general, Boulros
Boutros-Ghali blamed the UN
financial crisis on deadbeat
governments and not misman-
agement, reports AP.

He also used the opportunity
to take some final swipes at the
United States, which cost him a
second term. And the 74- -
old Egyptian also warned his
successor, Kofi Annan of
Ghana, to avoid trying to curry
favour with a single member
state,

Annan is considered an
American [avorite.

"Should that hapfﬂ:n all
prospects for the United Na-
tions would be lost,” Boutros-
Ghali told the General Assem-
bly. which met Tuesday to
int Annan to a five-year
term effective Jilll'l !1 “The u:tcrl::t
L eral's loyalty mus
mﬂﬂﬂ and nnthlng but
ternational.”
The United States vetoed
Boutros-Ghali for a second term

in the Security Council on Nov.
19. US Ambassador Madeleine
Alhl;l&lht said Washington
wan a secretary-general who
thinks about reform "first thing

- when he gets up in the morn-

ing."

In a clear swipe at Albright,
Boutros-Ghali said that during
his [ive r:ars in office "the firs
thin ought of when | awoke
in t morning were my re-
spunaihﬂiticu as secrelary-gen-
eral to the ideal of the (UN)
charter and credibility of the
organization.”

Boutros-Ghali said that his
five-year term began with con-
siderable enthusiasm as the end
of the Cold War brought new

ossibilities for the United
ations l:i.:dplay an effective role
in a world no longer divided

into hostile camps.
"But the rrudcﬂr years of this

ble."
in.”

conditions for ma
the United Nations did not yet
eﬂnt

thurl ti
X

half decade were deeply trou-
he said. “I}Isillu:inn set

He cited crises in Somalia,

the former ?uﬁ.nnlavil ln?
Rwanda, where "the concept o

fead and worsen

ous gap between mandates
resources.’

wnstumednnltn
ed by the seri-
and

"And it emer that the
g reform of

he said. "The decisions

ulr-d far exceeded the au-
any secretary-

tensive reform ht

Unitad Nations can only emerge
from a consensus among mem-

ber states on the goal

lion dollar and 1.4 billion dol-
lars.

nancial crisis "is not the result

mlnnnnﬁnnﬂ“ but “the re-
fusal to fulfil a treaty obliga-

tion."

general is bﬂn{:ppdntul all

Boutros-Ghali uld the pr& arrears should

cess of building a consensus on  been I!‘dnnnﬂt'nlnlht
reform had been hindered by lhs he said. re-
the financial crisis, brought on F‘rrin Clinten
by the failure of member states  Admini ﬂl]ﬂﬂ plﬂ'lgu to work
to pay their arrears. with Congress to pay the US

United States — the bill.

UN contributer — owes Despite responsibilities to
the organisation between 1 bil- swertul L e Stetan:

tros-Ghali said a secretary-
general must protect his inde-
Boutros-Ghali said the fi- pendence
“The holder of this office
must never be seen as acting owl
of fear of. or in an attemapt to
curry favor with, one state or

"Now that a new secretary.  goup of states ~ he sand



