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Drafting a Peop

NE-third of the. total
n C of Bangla-
1S unet ve
cither directly or indirectly. To
solve this problem massive
industrialisation is a must. The
mu-d lor the by
t Pu?ﬂle
motivation. providing a
network of the industrial

throughout the country, ~
ingmnunﬂlel to share the
owt p of industrial units to
the of all income groups.

al is a factor of produc-
tion and is the most scarce one.
For this we, the have be-
come debtor. and when a
Bangladeshi dies. he or she dies
with a debt of Tk 5.355. We
should seek capital generation
fromm our own resources. About
25 lac probashis are there who
seek opportunities to invest in
their homeland. Besides, rest of
the . however, poor they

be. have to be :
uies o Polléy Suamidbe
we shall not seek loan. if at all,
only 30 per cent of the total re-
guirement for any project and
without collateral security. Our
probashis are our assets with
treasure. They have to be made
home-bound soon. Those who
are in the Middle East,
Malaysia and other ‘Asian
countries, have no scope to set-
tle in those countries. t their
earnings are income is being
spent in unproductive sectors.
What is required to fetch in-
come of probashis for produc-
tive investments in Bangladesh

is security.
We need a system and a pol-
of our own ll;:cth: : P
our soil, . culture an
agro-based oo . In the in-
dustrial field we have not as vet
made a start. The contribution
of this sector to GDP is only
about 11 cent. employing
only 12 ﬁwﬂm{ of the popula-
tion. We become dependent
on im of almost all articles
of human use We also have to
utilise the raw materials and
labour force that we have. For
example. Hilsha fish and the
fish s need to be made
Bl;:ftahlc for the producers.
it is being destroyed for
lack of industrial processing.
Mange. pineapple. jackfruit

and other fruits growers are
also the same problem.
Sands stones are our natu-

ral resources, they can be
turned into foreign exchange
earner items by industrial pro-
cessing. So many items of raw
materials are available in
Bangladesh that naming of all
is neither possible nnrnw%ll be a
wise man's task at this stage.
Installation of a network of t
policy will speak for those.

One of the main problems of
industrialisation we so far have
experienced is labour problem.

strikes. hartals. lock-

outs, etc. In people’'s participa-
. produelion process

::gnt - hlnbrﬂutl:uctuihﬂ— _
cause, labou |
Mmytl I-Ium

of the companies and/or the in-
dustrial units.

We understand
thoughts are being given on
what is known as Export Pro-
cessing Zone (EPZ) and the es-
tablishments thereofl in private
sector. EPZs are there in the
country for guite sometime to
tr':Itt foreign investment but
the response is poor. It is also
for our people. but the limited
access (o bank loans and other
lactors remaining the same, re-
sponses were nol as good as
were expected.

The idea of EPZ evolved
from two reasons — one. lor
foreign capital investments.
and the other. for importis

new or foreign technologica
knowhow. But under the people
plmnrltnn- sysiem once we
are sell-suflicient in terms of
capital. technical knowhow.

some

_sation and

technology can be purchased or
imported through participation
of loreign investors who may
:*mmutrunw;l under the sys-
em. r the proposed system
EPZ-like vast area of | .
zone also has to be '
some facilities have Lo be pre-
vided to the investors.

A recent trend of investment
mentality is seen from the re-
ports of stock exchange trading
of the shares. The companies
who sell shares do not get more
than the face values of the
shares but with their names
and fame. a game of lottery is
being played there in the stock
exchange floor. It is not a capi-
tal-generation process or the
new companies are being
floated increasing the number
of industrial units and produc-
tion adding to national eco-
nomic development. Bul it
speaks for a necessity to extend
scope for ownership of compa-
nies to the people of medium
and low-income groups. We un-
derstand a mechanism to con-
trol share market to protect the
interest of the foreign and local
investors is being sought after.
The people's pamticipatory in-
dustrial policy if introduced,

« stock exchanges would have lit-

tle role to play since rtuni-
ties of investment wmbe di-

rectly availahle from local
Gonoshilpa Beniog Sangstha.
We don't mean abolition of
other means and source of par-
ticipation in industrial produc-
tion mor the proposed system
would be a negation to privati-
market economy.
And certainly it would not be
the only policy of industrialisa-
tion. this can also be tried for
the purposes discussed above.
ne institution under the
proposed policy will give birth
of h of productive teams
or companies and it will be a
fountain for the continuous
flow of two factions. capital and
organisation to ensure indus-
trial revolution.
There are four factors of
roduction: 1) Land, 2) Labour,
) Capital, and 4) isation.
We. the people, have land, and
labour, and we have so much of
this that labourers of our coun-

try can work competitively at
lesser remuneration than the

labourers of any other countries
in the world. We. also have
capital. not in banks but in the
hands of the ordinary people
and these le are scattered.
living in the country and also
abroad. We are to make a plan
to accumulate those money for
formation of capital. The
fourth factor of production is
organisation/institution or or-
ganised productive teams. What
this writer is advocating is for a
Statu Body which may col-
lect all money in the form of
capital from ﬂ:.‘dpcopie of all
income groups also can give
birthr 1o hundreds and thou-
sands of productive teams with

promulgation of law, providing
a statutory incurring
some initial e iture. This
statutory body will provide the
opportunities for massive in-
dustrialisation extending scope
for sharing the ownership of
industrial units by the people of
all income groups.

The functions of the Body
will be to motivate everybodly In
the country and abroad
to invest money In industriali-
sation. to collect thelr money.
to ascertain and identify the
convenient, viable, profitable
fleld of industrial productive
items, prepare prospectus, ob-
tain from the investors
and divide them into productive
leams itemwise accordi to
their cholce/options, and ;
to ask them (o lorm their re

itlnlr:ﬂr{ﬂ tlll" mlu:unr HE:l:hf

FOCUS

A recent trend of investment mentality is seen from the stock exchange trading of shares.
However, the companies who sell shares do not get more than the face values of the shares
rather, with their names and fame, a game of lottery is being played there on the floor.

It is not a capital-generation process nor new companies are being floated increasing the
number of industrial units and production adding to national economic development.

But it speaks for a necessity to extend scope for nwnersglif of companies to the people of

medium- and low-income groups, writes Fazlul Haque

obuz

ies, to acquire land under the
provisions of Acquisition Law
1982, make and assure supply
of gas, electricity., water, tele-
phone, roads and streets and
other infrastructure facilities,
to prepare project profiles for
each o themmﬂnmcl and then
to hand over the mo they
earlier deposited with the
Statutory Body. to their elected
or selected directors
ol the respective companies and
to provide all nec assis-
tance for building the industrial
concerns, production — and
then. even up to ;

If we go for establishing the
Statutory Body. we hope it not
only will excelerate industrial-
isation. it will attract all our
wage earners abroad and their
descendants who are already
citizen ol respective foreign
countries. foreign investors
[other than our people). We are
to understand and be sure that
Bangladeshi nationals who al-
ready have taken their depen-
dents, descendants to foreign
countries and obtained citizen-
ship there. will never come
back. These wage-earner immi-
grants by now are our lost as-
sets. Under the proposed means
these wage earners will be our
main source ol providing cash
r:a|]:11ta]. We do not hope to seek
help and loan from banks if
others staying in the country
add their cash with those of the
foreign wage earners, process of
productions in industrialisa-
tion will remain free from un-
desirable political influence.

I 139.000 people dead

along the south-eastern coast of
Bangladesh spurred the country
to draw up a national disaster
managemen! programme in the
health sector. With assistance
from 1he World Health
Organisation (WHO). Bangla-
desh has built up an emergency
response programme with the
potential to become a model for
the region

The Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response ([EPR) pro-
gramme initiated by the Direc-
torate General of Health Ser-
vices (DGHS) in 1991, is rapidly
turming the disaster-prone ar-
eas [ the country into virtual
fortresses inst calamities.

The launching of an emer-
gengy respouse programme it
the health séctor was nece

HE devastating cyclone
of 1991 that left some

' as Bangladesh is more disaster-

prone today than at any time in

its history Available data show .

that. over the past 36 years. the
Irequency ol natural disasters
has ne: :?;r guadruplecd.

Natural disasters bring with
them threats ol diseases
putting survivors in greater
danger than the calamity itself
Not surprisingly Iark!in',z
health emergencies in the a
lermath of disasters has been a
prime concern for policy mak
ers and planners irough the
EPR programme. these concerns

have been translaled into
concrete actions
Since 199). hundreds of

health supervisors and workers
have been trained In emergency
response. Bufler stocks of
medicines have been bullt up at
thanas in vulnerable areas Ad-
ditional medical teams are now

i '
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cost of production will be lesser,
everyone concerning the pro-
cess of production and also not
concerned with production will
have their sympathy towards
Mrm of production. The
which we mag be
called "BANG ESH FOR-
EIGN WAGE EARNERS IN-
VESTMENT AUTHORITY ACT
or GONO SHILPA INVEST-
MENT AUTHORITY ACT". And
the Statutory Body that may be
established under the act may
be known as "PROBASHI| BE-
NIOG SANGSTHA" or "GONO
SHILPA BEINOG SANGSTHA".
While promulgating this six in-
stitutions may be established in
the six administrative divi-
sions. and these can be estab-
lished initially in the divisions
where there are comparatively
more foreign wage earners.
How and who will form the
institution (here in after called
in the divisions?:
The Chairman of the Sangstha
will be an officer of the rank
and status of Joint Secretary to
the government of Bangladesh.
There will be two more govern-
ment officers as members, one
of them will be member finance
and the other member secre-
tary. Four of the members will
be from the MPs elected from
the divisions concerned. and
they will be nominated by gov-
ernment. Other members will
be taken also having represen-
tative capacities — they are the
chairmen of the Chamber of
Commerce and Industries of the
districts in the divisions con-

cernied and chairmen of the

Municipal bodies to be nomi-
nated by the government. The
Divisional Commissioner may
be appointed ex-official chair-
man of the Sangstha of the di-
vision concerned. Both the
chairman and other member
who are ex-officio will get hon-
orarium and the amount which
will be decided by them. The
chairman and member will
hold at least two meetings eve
month. They may also hol
emergency meetings. It is ac-
m:n::rrdlnp;;r to and with the deci-
sions of meetings that cve.ay ac-
tion will be done for fulfilling
the functions of the Sangstha.
Function of the *
Primarily there will be 12 sec-
tions/cells in the Sangstha.
Each section will be headed by a
section officer who will be of
sufficient experience and will
be appointed for particular

term which may be 3 years.
They will be appointed the
Sangstha. The main primary

business of the Sangstha will be
to motivate the ple to make
them invest money in indus-
trialisation, for production of
the different items of goods of
human use and utility, to collect
money in cash prior with the
view to establish industrial
units afterwards.

companies and the process of
collection of cash : The
Sangstha will prepare list of the
items of the goods/productions,
will prepare a prospectus with
regard to every item in the said

WHO Helps Bangladesh Prepare for
Emergency Response to Disasters
With assistance from WHO, Bangladesh has built

up an em
sector, with the
region. Soon, an E

national plan of action.

programme in the health

w
potential to become a model for the
: cy Country Profile for the
health sector will help the government draw up a -

kept at constant readiness dur
ing disaster seasons. particu-
larly pre and post monsoon
times.

Financial and technical
support from WHO have helped
the DGHS to build up manage-
ment capacity for lﬁr health
seclor's EPR programume. Refer-
ence laboratories of six medical
colleges have also been streng
thened to meet health smerge-
ncy dia tic needs

The EPR amine has re-
cently completed its first Emer
gency Country Profile. which
offers a comprehensive over-
view of emergency management
in the couniry & health sector
The coumtry profiles is intended
to assist Lthe DGHS formulate a
National Emergency Plan of
Action

Beginning in Ootober 199
the EFR programme kicked off
with a workshep organised by
DGHS with support from WHO
Dhaka office workshop
evalualed lessons learnt during

the aftermath of the lone
and recomumended that s of
disaster manage 1 practlices

should be shified towards pre
paredness for branising timely
and eflfective disaster response”
This required a series ol
preparatory measures, from in

volving viulnerable communi-
tes In response progranunes. to
training ol grassroots health
workers to multi-sectoral co-
ordination at different levels ol
the administration

Permanent disaster man-
agemen! conunitiees have been
set up at all levels of admunis-
tration. from the national
down (o the tharm evel

At the top of the mme
sits the Health Sector Disaster
Coordination Commilttee
(HSDCC) which formuiates pol-
icy guidelines. At the opera-
tional level. the Working
Commitliee on Disaster Man-
agement and Coordination
headed by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Health Services imple-
IMenis emergency response ac-
tivities Organisation of emer-
gency health care services at the

. Erassrools are ensured by thana

romnuttees

The key Lo the programme is
training ol manpower. The
IX:HS. with WHO assistance,
has drawn up a comprehensive
curriculum on health sector
eIeTgendcy preparedness appro
priate to Bangladesh The main
objective of these ttaining pro
grammes is (o enhance the su
pervisory skills of the health
officials and basic health

list. will invite the investors to
come forward in establishing
industries for production
thruuF,h radio, TV, newspapers
and also personally by issuance
ol letters with the sald prospec-
tus. The section which wAll per-
form this, will be known as
Motivation Section. Taka 1.000
will be fixed as price of one
share to be paid to the
Sangstha. He who will pay Taka
1 will be given a receipt and
he will be asked to give his or
her option/choice of the pro-
duction item in which he/she
desires to invest money. The
section/cell under the name
"Option Section™ will receive
the written option from the in-
vestors/share purchasers, will
classify those itemwise and will
ask the investors to get together
and form themselves into re-
fi-'P“"“ companies itemwise.
or example. persons who will
their option to invest
in production of ‘Electric
Fans', they will be asked to get
themselves together and form a
company and choose people
amongst them as managing
director or other directors etc.,
and name their company
according to their choice. The
option section will also deal
with matters of change of op-
tion subsequently, if any, and
for introducing the person
changing the option with the
company of his or her subse-
quent choice,
A section under the name
"Document Section™ will be
there for assisting the in-

give

workers in disaster manage-
ment.
hﬂB}' the beginning of 1996,
about | 250 supervisory r-
sonnel and 1.0(}8c basic htgjfth
workers posted in disaster-
prone areas were trained on
emergency preparedness and
response. Workshops lor divi-
sional stafl of the DGHS and
civil surgeons are scheduled to
be completed soon in all six di-
visions ol the country

The training programme
went in tandem with a contin-
gency plan for manpower de-
ployment in disaster-prone ar-
eas. In addition (o the routing

health «.are scrviees live medi-
vl teains for reach thana are
Kept in readiness during pre

and post-monsoon period
Members from the local com
munftiés join medical and
para-medical personnel to
make up these teams.

Another area of focus for
WHO has been the DGHS's abil-
ity lo procure water purifying
tablets and bleaching powder
from local manufacturers.
These two items are vital com-
ponents of the overall strategy
to combat post-emergency diar-

« rthoea

In 1996 WHO helped mo-
bilise IS8 172,330 in addi-
tional lunding Irom the [talian
government to stren@then insti
tutional and logistical capaci-
ties for the DGHS EPR pro-
gramme. In addition to provid-
ing funds for operating costs of
the EPR programme and’ train-
ing of personnel. [talian grants
have also been earmarked for
the current imstallation of nine
2-way high-frequency radios
linking DGHS to high-risk
‘thanas and districts.
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vestors/share purchasers for
ation of documents
in respect of the formation of
companies. There will be abso-
lute liberty with the share hold-
ers/investors to get associated
with person and companies of
his choice, in naming the com-
pany of his choice, in support-
ing or assu the executive
office of the company of his
choice. The San a will have
no interference in those mat-
ters excepting In'mrlding“guid-
ance and necessary knowledge
aboul the concerned matters.

Providin and as-
Bt T
formation/ registrations of the
company or companies, the
Sangstha will hand over the
money which the in-
vestors/share purchasers de-

sited with it earlier (before
ormation of companies) to
their respective manag-
inﬁfc:m:utlv: directors or any
other person of the choice of the
company concerned, to start
construction work, acquire ma-
chineries, raw materials, en-
g%g: labourers etc. The Account

ction of the company will
deal with these matters. The
Sangstha will allot plot for the
company of its choice and con-
venience from amongst the
gluts earlier acquired by the

angstha.

Considering the suitability
and the nature and kind of pro-
duction the Sangstha may per-

mit or acquire land outside in-

dustrial area acquired by the
Sangstha. The section of the
Sangstha which will deal these
maftters will be known as "Land
Acquisition and Allotment Sec-
tion.” While allotting plots to a
company., the Sangstha may
keep a partial or full cost of the
plot allotted to company from
its money deposited earlier to
the Sangstha. For providing
roads, electricity, gas, tele-
phone, sanitary facilities, ac-
commodation, bank, insur-
ance, school. market and other
facilities, a section/cell in the
Sangstha will be there under
the name "Requisites & Welfare
Section”. The stha may by
instalment or otherwise realise
service charge from the com-
panies for facilities rendered to

the companies.

Deal with the necessity of
loan: The Sangstha shall ascer-
tain the necessity of any loan
for any company and in its
meeting for the purpose. shall
recommend /request any loan-
granting authority for extend-
ing loan and shall see that the
loan is repaid to the loan-grant-
ul;f: authority immediately i:agl’h:r
the com y goes into produc-
tion. ﬁﬂlnntm of the Sangstha
shall be to "increase the capital
of the company by ad more
investors and to avoid the ne-
cessity of loan™. The Sangstha
shsll advise in detail to l:::jlll
and every compaj Wl s
pTrr ject prgﬂlﬁdﬁm
shall be done by Industrial Ad-
visory and Project Profile Sec-
tion.” The Accounts Section
shall perform and deal with ev-
ery financial matter. After the
formation of the companies
whenever there will be any sale.
and purchase of shares ol such
compaiies the company shall
have lo inlorm the Sangstha
about all the particular ol such
sale and purchase, failure to do
s0. lor any loss to any share-
holder. the company shall be
held responsible and the
Sangstha shall realise such
compensation from the con-
cerned person or company after
fixing responsibility.

Bulletin and security mea-
sures: The Sangstha shall pub-
lish regularly monthly bul
letins which will contain every
bit of progreas of all the compa-
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nies. their detail works, efforts,
investment, production, '
import. income and expendi-
ture so that the investor who is
not working with company or is
abroad can be 4 in-
formed about the activities of
the company of which he is a
sh er and can realise all
about the money he invested in
the c ny. A section shall do
this funection by publishing bul-
letins. Of course, bulletins have
to be purchased by the investors
at a price. The Sangstha shall
arrange for short-course man-
agement-trainings for the exec-
utives of the companies. The
Sangstha shall see for its satis-
faction on behalf of all the in-
vestors if there is any attempt
of mis-appropriation of money
l;?' any executive or incumbent
the company/companies and
at its satisfaction shall hand
over such executive or incum-
bent to the law of the land. The
Sangstha shall retain. in law,
the power to examine, any ac-
count of any company anytime
it wants. For all these said func-
tions the Sangstha shall have
‘Management short-course
training, control and supervi-
sion section. The Sangstha
shall have no responsibility in
profits and losses of any com-
pany. In the context of the local
positions as to the availability
of labour. raw material and
other facilities, conveniences
and inconveniences keeping the
local development in view, a
team of research workers shall
prepare plans for development
suggesting production of partic-
ular item and for this pu
the Sangstha shall maintain an
"Economic-Research and De-
velopment Planning Section.”

Intensive motivation invit-
ing rural icipation: The
Sangstha shall settle the dis-

utes belween the companies,

tween the shareholder or
shareholders of a company
through committees constituted
by it from amongst its members
by arbitrations. For intensive
motivation and participation
in industrialisation of every-
body from all income group
even from remote villages, the
Sangstha shall fix a target
amount every year for selling
shares and request the chair-
man of the union parishads to
sell such shares amongst the
villagers. A UP chairman shall
receive certificate for his per-
formance and such perfor-

mance shall e treated as his
acts ol patriotism. The
Sangstha shall take care of the
quality of production of the
companies. shall extend coop-
eration for finding market of
the products. The Sangstha
shall invite the foreign In-
vestors. along with the wape
earners living abroad, through
the High Commission and Em-
bassies abroad. There wil] be
provisior of thé receipt of the

"' money from “investdrd ' ABroad

through thé High Cerhmissiens
and Embassies.

Fund: The Sangstha shall
have its funds from the grant or
loan of the government ol
Bangladesh or shall receive
loan from any other source
with the approval of the gov-
ernments, shall receive cost ol
the land/plot allotted to the
companies and service charge
lor services rendered to the
coimpanies

Budget & Audit: The
Sangstha shall prepare budget
for every year and submit it to
the government and get its ac-
counts audited by chartered ac-

countants.

The writer is a practising
lmoyer at the Supreme Court.
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Mugaddar (Drama Seral) 2:00 Film A Khas Khas Khabriny Theae Slooges 6:00 Mere
Puthar (Drama Senal) 2:45 Close down Message Men Geet 6:30 Dennis
Perspective & Health Forum The Menace T7:00 Premier 7:30 |

380 Taleemi Maloomat 4:35
Aurat Agr Qanoon 5:08 Home
Economics 5:28 Humaray Saath

5:56 Varna (Dvama Senad) 6:2§
hou Courses 708 Mugabd Ha
Aara 720 Anak Wala Jrn 745
Engsh News 8:05 Jawaan
Sangeel §:45 Eendhan (Drama
Senal) 9:00 Break for Headlne
News 10:00 Mhabarmama A&
Commercial News 10:35 Mas!

SONY ET

8:30am Yaador Ki Baaral 9:00
The Three
The Menace 10:00 | Oream Of

(Seral) 12:30pm Kamal (Senal)
100 Zamun Asman (Senal) 1:30
s
Cine Matinee -Hind: Feature Fim

9:30 Dennig

Men Gest 2:30

Dream of Jeannie 8:00 Surt:
Wheel Of Fourtune (Game
Show) 5:30 Senal 9:30 Hospital
(Seral) 10:00 Cover Story

The Restiess 11:30 Yeh Sadi
Namr Mo Sakti (Seral) 12:00
Pehli Mulakat 12:30 Sunday Ki
Sunday 1:00 Nirlop Rasor Show

10:30 Janmadin 10:38 Classical
Music 11:00 Dance 12:00 ETV
Frogrm 12:30 Monorama

(Senal) 4:30 Thursday Bengali
Film 5:30 News 7:00 Palisamaj
(Seral) 7:30 Bangia Sambad
8:00 Bhanga Aamna 8:30 Dew

Chudhunn (Senal) 9:00 Janam
(Serial) 9:30 Monorama Cabin
(Sénal) 10:00 Bengah Mowvie
Chub Film Show 100 Closad

ZEE CINEMA

5:30 Hit Hai Fit Hai 7-00 Aa; Ka
Samson 9:00 Box Office 9:30

Jearnie 10:30 Surt-Wheel Of Hostel (Thriller Serial) 10:30  Cabin 1:00 Janani (Senal) 2:30 Akarshan 12:15 Bollywood 12:30
Forlune (Game Show) 11:00  Janee Kaha Mera Jceat Gaya i  Darpan (Serial) 3:00 Eto Tuku Roti 3:15 Songs 3:45 Commando
Ghaav (Seral) 11.30 Faasle (Senal) 11:00 The Young And  Basha (Seral) 3:30 Shreoshi 6:30 Nenu Maa Avaxda 9:15

Songs 10:00 Pyar Kiya Hai

Pyar Karenge 12:45 Satya Sun-
dram 330 Jane Kyon 4:00
Haiwan
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I CAN'T THINK OF
ANYTHING TO PO

THAT'S PRETTY
AMBITIOUS, JON

by Jim Davis
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I CANT THINK OF A REASON
TO THINK OF ANYTHING TO PO

JOHN McLUSKY




