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Youngsters Speak up

At a seminar on Tuesday students and young
professionals in their twenties were called upon to
talk about their vision of the days to come and the
picture Bangladesh should make up as part of the
humanity's march into the third millennium. The
speakers did not seem to have done much dreaming
with either Bangladesh or humanity or the planet
at its centre. And they are indeed not to blame for
that. Tuesday's was a forum they used to indict na-
tional politics — short on logic and knowledge and
big on intolerance and negativism — and which
was responsible for that festering wound of campus
violence. It was as if the virulence of the disease af-
flicting our national politics now was so stupen-
dous as not to allow or enthuse even a young mind
to see behind the hurdles close at hand. Vision is
what you see on the far horizon, or conjure your-
self up to see something there which isn't there
even — or you don't see anything at all a people
without a vision.

Thanks to our quirky national politics, this na-
tion has been reduced to one without dreams. That
straightaway means it doesn't have its own bear-
ings and that a sense of direction is still wanting.
The past few months have witnessed some quick-
ening in Bangladesh's almost bankrupt ways about
itself — but the young men and women speakers
have in a sense made a steady developmeént of it all
conditional on the healing of this nation's politi-
cal conduct. The point can hardly be gainsaid.

This plea of the young hearts for a timely infu-
sion of tolerance and mutual respect into our overt
political conduct and a generous helping of logic
and better grasp and understanding of facts to the
underlying things that decide the courses — has to
be heeded by the parties. BNP is badly in need of
improving its politics on these accounts. But that
is not to say AL is any less intolerant even in areas
crying for accommodation on the part of those in a
position of power.

And then there are the fascistic communal par-
ties rising on a professed plank of communal in-
tolerance going up to challenging the birth of this
nation and doing all this with a hardly hidden
scimitar used in profusion in '7]1 and not at all
given up till now. These black holes exert a strong
un in our national politics no
matter whether they have or haven't any presence
in the Sangsad.

We expect national politics to come round to a
healthy role of national development and interest

the young minds to dream for the natioh — effec-
tively.

With Patience, Please

The Jessore Central Jail has been under control
of convicts and under-trial detainees for all of two
days and more. No news of any improvement in the
volatile situation was received till late evening
yesterday. The jail rebellion involving about 2000
inmates and many of them parading the jail com-
pound with sharp weapons made by them and
shouting slogans and manning the ramparts to re-
sist storming from outside, has sparked off proces-
sions in the town in its support. With the jail top-
brass all in Jessore and the police strength there
increased significantly by new arrivals from ad-
joining districts and BDR put on alert, the situa-
tion in Jessore seems critically poised for some
bloody encounter. '

And this is precisely what must not be allowed to
happen. Authority must regain hold but with pa-
tience and through peaceful negotiations. In the
absence of any kind of jail reforms materialising
in the past decades any kind of jail rebellion can at
once be blamed on that. And be justified
too. But this can hardly be acceptable; for the
whole of the penal system of justice will then evap-
orate with the collapse of jails.

The Jessore prisoners, led possibly by detained
political elements charged with violent crime, had
no immediate and pressing reasons to mount such
an action — all their demands being very general in
nature. The government should genuinely feel that
the inmates have made their point and the inmates
must go back into their cells. There is no other
way. It is inconceivable that the Shahabuddin
amnesty of 1990 can be revived and put into effect
before the prisoners end their action. Ending the
rebellion by the Khulna-model commando action
— bloody all the way — is no option at all for the
government. Patience please, for law and justice to

prevail.
Well done

Well done, security forces. Indeed, through the
rescue of a Thana Nirbahi Officer (TNO) and seven
others abducted on October 3 and November 29 by
Shantibahinimen, patience has been rewarded
there was an exc e of
fire during the security forces' raid, the rescue mis-
sion ended, reportedly, without any casualty on ei-
ther side. So credit goes doubly to the securitymen. |

Now the nature of abduction of the TNO of
Thanci thana looks more like an anti-social crime
than an organised one as part of the general
scheme of insurgency. This is because of the ran-
som demanded by the captors of the TNO and oth-
ers for the captives' release. Whether the
Shantibahini is disintegrating into groups of ruf-
flans is not yet known but ff it is in that process,

this might have been one sure indication of the
same

In fact, the Shantibahini has little political in-
fluence left. The problem is with the arms and
ammunition its members still have in their pos-
session. The prop enjoyed by the Shantibahini on
foreign soil seems to have been removed.
Moreover, a series of national and international
developments in the meantime have created a con-
genial atmosphere for a political solution to the
hill problems. The Shantibahini should seize the

opportunity, instead of using their fire power, for
an amicable settlement of the issue. '
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A Turning

Point for Irﬂ!

Does Resumption of Oil-flow Signify More than it Shows?

RAQ. the erstwhile Mesopo-
tamia. the land that has

beenn the abode of more

ancient civilisations than any
other country can boast of, has

again been the focus of
international observers
recentl This time for a

relatively mundane affair from
the historic int of view,
despite its realistic ramifica-
tions having a severe bearing
on the welfare of its m

The decision of t unt;
Council last week to lift the U
ban on the export of Iragi crude
lo the international has
finally come through. following
protracted negotiations over
the years This represents a
limited concession granted to
the vanguished in the most nﬁ
nificant regional but limite
war since the one in Vietnam
The action neither can cause
more than a trifling impact on
the world oil market nor can It
satisfy the insatiable need for
foreign exchange income for
ameliorating the present suffer-
ings of the Iragi The ban
on the export of oil by Iraq was
imposed in retaliation of the al-
leged foot dragging of the [ragi
authorities to comply with the
UN decision to disband and in

spect the facilities lor manufac-

turing chemical biological and
WeADOnS.

The Kuwaiti war. as 1is

known in common ance,

was, in fact, the war waged by
the international community
against Iraq following latter's
invasion or Kuwait 1990
T'hruufh an act of blitzkrieg.
the International forces,
amassed in a record time and
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The decision of the Security Council last week to lift the UN ban on the export of Iragi crude to the international

equipped with the most -
ticated weapons, push the

Iragi forces k into its terri-
tory, swift occupied the
southern f of the invadi
country within a few days an
threatened the capital Baghdad
itself High strategic and politi
cal interests deterred the inter-
national groups to march
thr the Iragi capital Even
Buﬁcih despatched a con
tingent to demonstrate solidar-

ity with the international
community
The question here lies

whether the enigmatic hero or
the villain of Iraq. depending
upon the eyes of the beholder
Saddam Hussein a new lease
of life and would be In a posi
tion to ¢ forward his plan
of action to realise his vision —
restoration of the glory of his

recﬁlfnndhnd The answer is
n the negative But it would be

of interest to many to try to un

derstand the person — Saddam
Hussein — his ambition. his
psychology and above all his
methods of implementation of
his plans

As stated earlier. the land
that is known as Iraq at pre-
sent, constitutes the most fertile
territory. the fertile crescent
locat between the mighty
Euphrates and the s Itis
therefore, no wonder this region
had been the abode of the most
ancient civilisations like the
Sumerian, the Babilonian. the
Assyrian and the like The

monarchs and potentates of
this region used to command
territories much bigger than

those which exist at present

Even much later. the writs of
the Abbaside dynasty in the
middle ages u to hold good
over territories as In ancient
times. The land of Kuwait was
also similarly a part of Iraqs
territory not so long ago — only
till before the first World War

The vast oll resources and its
revenues generally encouraged

varying degrees, since the
commencement of war with its

mighty . lran in the
ear . Con de-
pletion of economic and -
cial resources then gradually
rendered the life of
difficult. With the inter-

na sanction i af-
ter the Kuwaiti war, of al-
most all became practically un-
hearable.

How could a man who had
taken the nation to two wars in

Saddam Hussein to embark
upon his ambitious plans of
misadventure first against the
historical arch-rival Iran and
then against the tiny and
militarily weak Kuwait

Ha done what he did. In
terms of immense and avoid-
able loss of men. material and
resources, Saddam Hussein
survived, even thrived He has
been endowed with a cat's nine
lives, if not more, if one takes
into account the number of at.
tempts on his life and interna-

tional tl;inh'uihhrul-thld
been t
The of Iraq have been

living a miserable life. in

one decade against his neigh-

bours only to sufifer ignomin
jous cefeats and who has
brought the nation untold hu
man misery and degradation
could survive and continue to
rule? This is a question that
naturally arises in one s mind
The answer is not easy. It is
complex, Saddam, no doubt,
succeeded. at the initial stage
in drumming up the patriotic
spirit of the general people by
promising them restoration of
their past

iImmediately after the fall of
the Shah of Iran when the eco-
nomic and military structure of
that nation was in utter disar

ray. Saddam embarked on his
misadventure the final outcome
of which became disastrous.
. with the miscalculation
general impotency and pro-
crastination of th;h interna-
tional commumnity. attempt
to achieve a fait accompli by

swiftly eccu Kuwait re-
sult in a t fiasco and
caused him not only
to lose his land but also his
head

The answer lies in his abil-

ity as "Jais" or leader to stir up

the feelings of masses to moti-
vate strongly for his cause and
to organise a very efficient,

and all-
fuﬂ]g system. Nowhere in the
world except perhaps in North
Korea | have personally wit-
nessed an ever-tight. compre-

hensive and almost full-proof

securily apparatus and
methodology of operation The
system is typically George Or-
wrellian in nature | may cite
one instance of the ruthless but
effective method of security op-
eration Shortly after the com-
mencement of war with Iran.

Saddam's Minster of Health

in the cars of one of

whispered
his cabinet col a mild
that the “Jais" might
consider to step down tem-
Rm'lﬂl'_r in compliance with
homeni s dernand to be
reinstituted in his h office
after the wlm of a peace

agreement. health minister
has never been seen again

ng sc-

But all was not too un-
Sd with Saddam specially
in so lar as adesh was
concerned. at least in the be
ginning of his era. | recall
vividly After presentation of
credentials to a uniformed and
distinctly armed Iraqgi Presi-
dent in 1982. and my colleagues
were invited by him to have a

discussion.
had a word of praise
for the standard of work of
Bangladeshi expatriates. spe-
cially engineers working in
Irag at that time.

Our workforce in then
dwindled from owver 40, to
sligh over 20 000 though
three | construction
cm?:lnicl were working there
in full- swing All expatriates
were then senit back home
from Iragq due obviously to
economic and financial con-
straints arising out of the war
with Iran

Taking clue from his talk
and from his gesture of cour-
tesy. | im iately impilored
him to order repatriation of
Bangladeshi expatriates the
last among the groups Saddam
listened to me in all serious-
ness. but did not reply nor
commented Meanwhile | lob-
bied for the cause with all the

| 4-member Revolution-
ary Command Council, the
supreme -making body.
Within a months, written

orders went to all concerned
with instructions favouri
Bangladeshis. The number

Bangladeshi expatriates then
remained fixed at over 20,000

for several years to come. Sad-
dam kept his unspoken words.
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THE MIDDLE EAST NEWSLETTER

GCC Summit Ends with Cautionary Note to Iraq

Saifur Rahman writes from Dubai

The summit has taken place at a crucial time when the United Nations had sanctioned the limited sale of
Iraqi oil in its oil-for-food programme through which Iraq will be allowed to sell oil worth of $2 -
billion within the next six months.
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which ended in Doha.

Qatar recently with a
routine cautionary note to lraq
for its failure to comply with
UN resclution. was itsell
embroiled in a series of
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th Bahrain's boycott, it

was once again proved that re-
ality is far from
on plain papers and joint com-
muniques. B-hrain’]a boycott
was prompted by Qatar s raising
the issue of a dispute to
the international forums.
While Bahrain stressed on a bi-
lateral or a Guli-based solution.

N light of the high t-
ations  about CIglh
Alfrica’s economic and
military role in Africa. the
Government's prudent approa-
ch to the Zaire-Rwanda crisis
been seen by many
outsiders as over-cautious.
However. President Nelson
Mandela's reluctance to commit

a substantial body of lo
eastern Zaire in su the
humanitarian reli ation
mirrors that of many other
countries — incl tain —

which have been helping inte-
grate his armed forces and. im-
plicitly. begun to train them for
peacekeeping.

Clarity over the role of any
international intervention
force is a matter of proper con-
cern, but for Pretoria, practical-
ity and effectiveness are not the
unlf issues. After two-and-a-
hall years in power. Mandela's
charismatic leadership has yet
to be applied to the development
of an integrated foreign policy.

The legacies of Soulh
Alfrica's previous special rela-
tionships with. lor example,
Taiwan and Israel. and of links
the rulin%' African National
Congress has had with Libya
and Cuba, continue to generate
dilemmas.

In short, South Africa is
finding it difficult to establish a
coherent pattern of foreign re-
lations. A clear consensus on
what constitutes the national
interest and on the necessary
diplomatic objectives has yet to
emerge within the ANC.

On sensitive matters such as
defence sales, policy is being
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Biman's dilemma

Sir. From time to time we
plaints M.M and
negligence of duties, reportedly,

committed by some of

Qatar ook a global approach to
solve the problem — and the
GCC apparently lailed to play
its due role in resolving the con
flict.

Qatar's foreign minister ac-

cused Bahrain of backing a coup
allempt against his government
al the end of the GCC summit —
which obviously Bahrain de-
nied. This practically brought
their relation open to public.
This also questions the
of the bond among the
member-countries. A similar
roblem between Qatar and
gndi Arabia almost jeopar-
dised the or sation when a
shooting out between the
Saudi Arabian and Qatan bor-
der security forces in which two
died. This prompted Qatars
boycott of the GCC summit
later. Qatar returned to active
participation in GCC affairs
once initiatives have been en-
sured by other nations — appar-
ently brokered by the GCC.

The 17th annual GCC sum
mit will be signilicant lor at
least ote more aspect — Saudi
Arabia s proposal ol setting up a
comimmorn market among the
GCC countries which will
eliminate taxation among the
member-countries. The pro-
posal initially might benefit
the emerging Saudi business
e1 in the Gulf and affect the
other industrial bases of its
smaller neighbours, but in the
long run will help these Gulf
economies.

Yemen's application for
membership and its probable
entry to the GCC in the near fu-
ture will definitely help the re-
gional group to sirengthen its
defence lines as Yemen is re-
varded as one ol the toughest
and strongest nations in the re-
gion. But it also has its share ol
territorial disputes with Saudi
Arabia which is currently un-
der negotiations.

But whatever goals they
wanlt Lo achieve the members of
the GCC must eliminate terri-
torial dispules among them-
selves which often shake up the
Council and exposes the
strength of the existing bonds
among themselves

Iraq Begins Oil
Supply

Iraq finally opened its oil
pipeline for selling them in the
international m im a UN-
brokered oil-for-food pro-
gramme which will feteh food
and medicine worth of 82 bil-
lion to the Iraqi people who
have been suflering very badly
due to the sarnctions imposed by
the UN for the last six years. But
ihe most interesting thin
about Irags return in the o
niarket was the appearance of
Saddam Hussein at the tap-

Why Crisis has been Met by Caution

opening ceremony in Kirkuk.
north of Baghdad

According 1o the actual

Taha Yassine Ramadan. 'S

Vice President and a long-term
irustee of Saddam Hussein was
supposed to open the pipeline.
But instead a muych more
stronger -looking Saddam Hus-
sein emerged from the motor-
cade and opened the tap This.
once again proved his grip on
Iraq and the level of control he
still enjoys. Six years of tortur-
ous sancuons did limthing l;:
hann him or Fpduce lus coniy
on | affairs. am Hus-
sein survived anothkr crisis —
the most difficult one since his
rise to power in 1979.

It's a matter of- time when
he'll begin touring the entire
Middle to strengthen ties
with other countries. And
needless to say — it's a matter of
one or two years when those
countries which ordered the de-

Calls for an African "Crisis Response Force" following the humanitarian emergency in
Zaire have put the spotlight on South Africa's potentially crucial role. In a special article
for Gemini News Service, the director of the Research Institute for the Study of Conflict and
Terrorism argues that the developments raise questions about Pretoria's entire foreign
policy. Prof William Gutteridge writes from London

made ad hoc by such bodies as
the National Conventional
Arms Control Committee. The
Defence White Paper approved
parliament earlier this year
allows for peacekeeping com-
mitments, but. naturally. does
not give precise guidance on the
circumstances in which com-
mitments may be approved.

A comprehensive defence re-
view is in pr ss and is likely
to recomunend a radical reduc-
tion in the permanent force.
Separate discussions on next
year's budget are likely to cut
i:leftncc spending to a record
ow.

These are potent factors af-
fecting South Alrica’s ability
and willingness to commit re-
sources to central Africa.

In the first two years of its
existence, the Government lim-

itecl itself to diplomacy and cri-
sis management in t imme-
dliate sout Alrican region —

in Lesotho. Mozambique and
Angola. In 1994, during the
Eenucid: in Rwanda, some
echnical and medical assis-
tance was provided. a few
w:e'l.trl“:gn a ?ﬂ million rand
con was signed to suppl

South African arms nndpﬂg
moured personnel carriers to
the Rwandan Government. ap-
parently justified by the belief

authorities concerned prefer to
mum and they show their
apathy to the relevant matters.
Recently Biman has pub-
lished an advertisement in var-
fous national dailies announc-
ing a reward of leamiﬁ.mﬂ for
oviding specific information
o l.'I‘Itl‘u: whereabouts of an

We wonder why the reward is
‘so paltry amount of Taka
25, — for the of a

colossal amount of over 11
crore taka? Moreover, what is
the amount of mneyttn-: ]
incurring on issu
advertisement I’urm&a ':
abouts of the absconder?

We strongly believe that the
defalcation more than Taka

that this would help prevent
another genocide.

This was a matter of consid-
erable controversy in South
Alrican government circles and
was overtaken by the involve-
ment ot Tutsi rebels in eastern
Zaire.

As fears mounted that South

African arms would filter from
the Rwandan army across the
border to the rebels. the South
African authorities came under
pressure to susli:'cnd the deal
"pending normalisation”. But
armoured personnel carriers
had already been delivered by
the time the Government got
around to postponing the deal
on 6 November.
- In the long run. a peace force
may: well be the best hope for
Africa’'s future. But there are
good reasons for African states,
especially South Africa. to treat
the United States offer to sup-
port a sub-Saharan "Crisis Re-
sponse Force” with caution,

| was in South Africa during
the recent visit by US Secretary
of State Warren Christopher.
and discussed the issue with key
South Africans.

Already. there is a tendency
on the part of other states in the
region to regard South Africa as
the potential US agent on the
continent. For this and a vari-,

11 crore is not a matter of a day

or two. Why the sales and mar-
keting de i and the ad-
ministration ic;l; Biman have
been sleepin so long? Does
it not prove the lack of supervi-
sion and control, and lne.’l'l'lim;I
clency of upper-most class

ade of Biman and Ministry of

ivil Aviation and Tourism of-
ficials?

We demand that not only the
absconder but also all the offi-
cials nmgnud -hul:thnw -
ligence in duty may
to book and given exem

nishment and | think t

he only way our national flag-
carrier can be saved from in-
curring financial losses every

ey

arl, Dhaka-1203.

ety of other reasons. the coun-
try's leadership will resist the
role of US surrogate.

The suggestion that Wash-
ington would fund a separate
force outside the authority of
the United Nations. while at the
same time being in arrears with
its contributions to the world
body, was not well-received, es-
pecially in light of Washing-
ton's veto ol a second term for
"Alfrica’'s candidate” for UN Sec-
retary-General, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali.

Because of the restrictions
on the South African defence
budget. the US proposal was fi-
nancially tempting. but South
Africa would clearly prefer

broader-based support for
building on its own initiatives
for conflict anticipation and
prevention within the Southern
African Development Commu-
nity and the recently-formed.
security-oriented Association
of Southern African States
(ASAS). It would also prefer any
action to be under the general
authority of the UN.

Given the Commonwealth
connections of ASAS members.
and the peacekﬂ:pinﬁ experi-
ence of Common armies.
there would be scugc for collec-
tive Commonwealth participa-
tion. This has been canvassed
as a possibilily in some South
Alfrican quarters.

struction of Iraqli chemical
weapons only recently, will be-
n to negotiate with Saddam
ussein the sale of more ad-
vanced weapons and missile
systems Lo Iraq so that the his-
lory can once again be repeated.
thanks to the governments and
the leaders ol the Western
countries who have, in effect
became de o arms dealers.
Most of them have
chalked out their plans how to
I-nd when (o begin arms sales to
raq.

Iraq's entry in the arms race
is a must — in order Lo the
arms industries in the Wesl
alive Iraq's entry will also

ompt its other neighbours to
‘buy similar weapons — which
wu';:!ld in fact boost t!'l;ﬂﬂ'ld“ﬁ—
Wn Arnns pl'l:lju{'tﬁﬂll ;
But to make frag buy arms. the
West ‘to Bt sanctions om
Iraq which needs inflow
of cash, without which it cannot
buy arms. So the West's
crocodile tears have nothing to
do with the suff of the
poor Iragi people.
reason bl:hindp the Ilﬂiﬁ
sanctions or limited sales of
oil-for-food is to ensure thou-
sands of jobs in the arms indus-
“try in the West.

The opportunity for Britain.
France and other European
Union states to develop a spe-
cial relationship with sut‘rg-
haran Africa. led by South
Africa. could be mutually ad-
vantageous in economic as well
as sirategic peace-maintaining
terms. )

In the meantime. South
Africa must confront internal
concerns over the country's
military and financial pre-
paredness for future peacekeep-
ing operations.

Fear of a "Vietnam-type” sit-
uation is now perhaps more of
an issue than the readiness of
the recently-integrated South
Alfrican National Force
for operations in politically-
sensitive situations such as An-
gola or Burundi. However. the
preference is for humanitarian
and medical assistance and
technically-specialised activi-
ties. such as landmine clear-
ance. which South Africa is
ggnicularly well equipped to

OPINION

As the year 1996 has tilted
toward the end. the Bengali
Christians must have already
started to contemplate elabo-
rately to celebrate X-mas —
"Birth of Jesus Christ” — on
25th December 1996. With this
in mind, a Bengali Christian
does not so happily visualise
the BTV programme on Christ-
mas, because so far most of the

ammes were monotonous,
drab and often mis-representa-
tion of the community except a
little exception in 1995.

Change is always welcome
when it yields betterment over
the existing. After a long time.
the Christmas-95 amme
screened on Ban Televi-
sion was of a different flavour
and taste. despite some flaws.
The programme spoke for vari-
ous functions the Bengali
Christians take up on Christ-
mas celebration in Bangladesh.
It was widely appreciated by the
community in particular and
the conscious other religious

. BTV deserves a pat for

given an opportunity

with sincerity to a minority
community.

One has enough reasons to

'regret that in the preceding 25
years the Christmas pro-
grammes on BTV didn't well
represent the Bengali Christian

tmmnunity in contents and the

Christ

J Sarkar

performing troupe. Talents
were ignored. It is a that
the programmes had been com-
pered/organised by a handful of

le for the last 25 years as
such it lacked merit. diversity.
participation of everybody.
scripts were written by the same
person after year. It is fur-
ther reported that the person
writes same scri everynee‘;:dar. A
change is thereifore for
improvement. One must not
miss the point that the com-
munity is more important than
an individual.

The %hn‘:tiann in
Bangladesh have undzgle in-
cultrﬁlrltim i.e. ‘Desh ran’.

pray in Ba . Their rites
and rituals have distinct mani-
festation of ubiquitous Bangla
culture. want to see -
sentation such things.
sha dramatisation of the
same Biblical events over the
ars has embarrassed the
hristians The virtues like
humility, forgiveness, truth-
fulness and other moral spiri-
tual teachings of Christ should
have reflected in the pro-
grammes.

The hullmnnr;;a that there
is OO un
e o g
tian community here has no
dearth of talents If the pro-

mas on BTV

mes were properly organ-
ised. there were many to enrich.
That would give a picture of the

psyche of the community.

| intend to voice a sugges-
tion. A venture usually succeeds
rovided the initiative is taken
in right time by a right kind of
ll::mp to the right dirﬁtim.
owards that end. | wou -
that a central mnm:t
formed (o organise the pro-
gramme instead of any individ-
ual. The amme should be
com by a person who has
reputation for the same the
lyrics should be by
the people who have [lair for it.
music may be composed by sev-
eral persons for the sake of cre-
ativity and diversity. recila-
tions should be done by the per-
sons expert in that. Scripts
must be written by the regular
writers. The theatrical perfor-
mance must be done by the regu-
lar actors and aciresses
We look forward to witness-
ing a better Christmas- 1996

w on BTV without in-
e of any ghost hands |

Linder the government which is
secular in spirit and action.
may we expect that the BTV be-
ing free of all shackies as is de-
clared will present a maore at-
tractive and enjovable pro

gramme this year barring and
slashing all hias




