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at

the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

the opening ceremony of the Su:th Hanglad-lh Gﬂmea at

SAARC FMs’ meet begins in Delhi today

Dhaka to place proposal for

Strong demand for all o s
iy b- al t
siction sup-regionai cooperauion
DSE index experiences Dhaka will moot proposal Wil inaugurate the conference  diting the association's trade
ﬁ-pulnt fall for a submgiunal cooperation, of the fi ministers. liberalisation
Pages 6, 7 ouping adesh, India, uﬂﬂ esh. which mooted BSS from New Delhi adds:
ﬁr pal and B utan. at the the S C, that also grou Bangladesh Foreign Minister
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SA&RC foreign ministers’ meet-
ing beginning in New Delhi to-

operation among the member
countries having geographical

Pakistan, Sri Lanka and lﬁ:

Maldives, will place some other

Asian Community.” the official
said.

Abdus Samad Azad. who ar-
rived here late last night to at-

pro Is at the meeting with a  tend the conference, yesterday
DSE price index 2661 61 “SAARC charter permits a  View to moving the 12-year-old  called on his Indian counter-
Market capstal Tk 19009 56 o faster track of sub- co- association towards a "South part | K Gujral.
Transactions m volume 249 lakh
Transactions i value Tk

The two ministers discussed
bilateral matters and issues re-

contiguity,” a senior official of The proposals include ex-  lating to promotion of regional

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs HH?" uif Intcrgrngio“ nal ftr-ﬁi: Ccoo ;rtit:n. i e
UNB n u mplementation o e akistan Fore nister
CSE price index 126445 told UNE yesterdsy JustiyInE. | CiPTA cercenant and renovsl  Schibesda Yaaub Rhan arrved
“ﬂ'ﬂ 14836 42 o Dhaka. he said, will also call of tariff and paratariff barriers yesterday to participate in the
Transactions m volume 34368 for eventually doing away with  on reciprocal basis. meeting. Both New and Is-
Teansactions in value Tk 9123995 or visas and other travel restric- adesh will also suggest lamabad have maintained that
A e tions among the member na- an cient transpert and there are ho to have for-
] tions. telecommunications network mal talks lmtwren Gujral and

e i

NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina greets
Kofi Annan

“MIisEY © Abdus
Samad Azad. now in New Delhi.
will lead the Bangladesh delega
tinn to the two-day meeting ol
the SAARC Council of Minis-
ters, the second highest policy-
making body of the seven-na-

‘asswell as wmore™

flows among the member states
he ack led

The meeting will fix date for
the forum s next summit, due
next March in Male. the capital

of the Maldives. Besides. it will

“agul Nhan.

ol

AFP adds: Trade issues 1o
cluding a free trade
bloc and items from the
recent WTO conference, are ex-
pected to dominate the meeting

Prime Minister Shelkh | tion forum. review the progress of the asso- of SAARC ¥ ministers.
Hasina has Kofi Annan Indian Prime Minister H D ciation's activities In its 13 ar- Officials SAARC foreign
on his a t as Secre- Deve Gowda the current chair- eas of cooperation. identified so  secretaries met here Tuesday to
tary General of the United Na- man of the South Asian Associ- far cobble together an agenda for
tions, reports UNB. i ation for Regional Cooperation, On top of the agenda is expe- the ministerial meeting

.
“uﬂmir.-a-.-

— Star photo

PM opens Sixth |

Bangladesh
Games

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday inaugurated
Sixth Bangladesh Games. the
biggest sports extravaganza of
the country. reports UUNB.

The sports meet. which takes
place every four years, has been
organised by Bangladesh
Olympic Association in cooper-
ation with 22 sports federa-
tions.

The Prime Minister wit-
nessed the colourful inaugural
function of the eight-day
Bangladesh Games- | at the
Dha National Stadium for
nearly two and a half hours in
the afternoon.

The programme began with
an spectacular parachuting by
six army personnel. who landed
in the stadium carrying
National Olympic and %:

Bangladesh
| ﬁimuamh“ﬂﬁw ﬁ abave MW*

The Prime Minister released

two white and balloons
r:rrﬁn& anner inscribed
with Sixth Bangladesh
Games .

Some 4,000 sportsmen and
women from sports associa-
tions of six divisions and 64
districts and different organi-

See Page 12 Col 8

Peruvian rebels hold 200 hostage
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at Japanese envoy's residence

LIMA(Peru). Dec 1B: Armed
guerrillas who sneaked into a
Slilterlng reception at the
apanese ambassador's resi-
-:Icm:e held at least 200 diplo-
mats and officials hustagc to-
day. One rebel threatened to
start killing them unless the
Favrmmmt freed jailed guerril-

as

T'hc rebels demanded to meet
with President Alberto Fuji-
mori, the overnment's
ombudsman a priest famil-
jai with Peru's prison condi-
tions. They did not announce a
deadline for their demands.

"What we are asking is the
liberation of all of our com-

rades, who are being mistreated
and tortured in the ns of
the various prisons,” sald a

guerrilla who identified himself
as Comandante Mejia Huerta.

The rebels, of the Tupac
Amaru movement, took over
the ambassador's house as the
party an Tuesday night. set-
ting off explosions and ex-
changing gunfire with police for
almost an 5

Two hostages and a rebel
were wounded.

In the hours after the as-
sault. the rebels released about
170 hostages, mostly women

nnd the elderly. rts differed
n how mmptl'd’t but at

leul 200 people remained in-

side.

the h ; were the
ambassadors of Brazil, Bolivia,
Cuba, Canada, Egypt, South
Korea, Germany, Austria and
Venezuela, as well as the

European Union's charge d' af-
fairs, a Port diplomat.
Also being held were Peru's

WASHINGTON, Dec 18:
President Bill Clinton offered

help today to Peru's President

Alberto Fujimori and Japanese

Prime Minister Hashimoto in
solving the hostage standoff,

reports AFP.
Foreign Minister Francisco
Tudela and Agriculture Minis-
ter Rodolfo Munante, as well as
six congressmen and the
president of the Supreme Court.

Fujimori. whose sister was
among the hostages released,
call on emergency cabinet
meeting today.

Japanese Forei Minister
Yukihiko |keda told a news
conference in Tokyo. About 60
Japanese are the esti-
mated 200 hostages being held
in the Japanese ambassador's

residence in Lima.
"At the moment we believe
Hmt t.hc]w:l air:d nhnu}”‘ﬁ;
apanese), including em
employees." lkeda unagld
of the 20 embassy em
who were bei he!d hos
have been fi and there ma
be slightly more than 4
Japanese working for Ja
companies still bei heﬁapm
Police said the 23 guerrillas,
including three women, slipped
through the compound's secu-

rity by as waiters carry-
ing cham 1e and hors d'oeu-
vres for the party in honour of
Japanese Emperor Akihito's

birthday next Monday.

They made their move soon
after they entered the com-
pound, ringed by a 15-foot (5
meter) concrete wall topped by a
10-foot (3 meter]) electrical

" fence.

"l heard a loud explosion,
then gunfire." said Mieko Torii,
who was those released.
"We were told to get down and
not move. There was a lot of

yelling.”
Another guest, BBC corre-
spondent y Bowen. said in a

report soon after her release
that she had been eating and

See Page 12 Col 7

Impasse at Jessore

jail continues

The Impasse at Jessore
Central Jail continued yester-
day as unruly prisoners de-
clined to allow jail guards in
unless their demand is broad-
cast over radio, r s UNB.

Leaders of t political
E-lnruﬂ including three local

Ps tried in vain to negotiate
with the revolting prisoners

twice yesterday thrm.l;h loud-
speakers.

"N will not be re-
stored unless we hear our de-
mands over radio.” a so-called
leader of the jail revolt told
them a loud the

prisoners sna from a
jail official.

A.I:'fl'y prisoners took con-
trol the jail out its

wardens on Victory Day
'I'h: tml.ll:ll: -urtnd at

;:m.“:s‘“a..m.m -

High officials concerned
from the capital Dhaka and
Khuina division rushed to the
district but failed
to control the jail revolt till

I mk:d yhlﬂm+ Prisoners
oc the en aci
sacks of rice ﬂt::!urpl-t o

jail gate.
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'JS standoff: Mannan

urges govt to create
atmosphere for talks

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
urged the ruling party lo creale
a congenial at— .. ie for dia-
loghue 1o break the standofl and
make way lor his party's return
to Parliament.

"We sincerely want Lo come
back to the House and play an
eflective and constructive role
but before that, the ruling
will have to create & favourable
atmosphere.” he told UNB at the
BNF central office.

BNFP lawmakers have been
abstaining from Parliament
since November 10, when It was
in its second session; to press
its 10- it demands.

NP delegation led by its
chairperson K> ~leda Zia
also met Pre t Shah.' 1d-
dinn Ahmed on November 18 and
apprised him of the crisis.

Bhulyan said: “We have al-
ready con the matter to
the President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed. The Presi:

tdent agreed to take initiative if
the two sides to sit.”

He lurther added. "We are
ready to sit. if the President
calls us. But till date, we have
not received any positive re-

se, neither thrr P‘l‘l:ll

t nor the rulln1
Bhuiyan said ltlll
lieves that Parliament nhuuld

be the centre of all political ac-
tivities. Despite ‘rigging” in the
last general elections, BNP
wants .::Jd maintain the demo-
cratic development

"We thought that we m
able to play our constructive
role in Parliament and join the
nation-building activities. But
we cannol do so because of un-
democratic and unconstitu-
tional activities of the govern-
ment .~

In reply to a question,
Bhuiyan : "Our return to the
coming session remains uncer-
tain uniess the problems are re-

See Page 12 col 8

The negotiators rl:pcatedly
tried to convince the prisoners
that it would take at least three-
month time for the government
to take decision on their de-
mands. "At t. we can re-
alise the demand in only
Jessore Central Jail," one nego-
tiator told the prisoners.

Their call went unheard as
the prisoners stuck to their 9-
point demand that includes a
general amnesty like 1991, re-

peal of Special s Act, set-

e T
= onpaged

of trial, improved diet, health
facilities and an end to accom-

ose that a pri
want a pris-
nn:?ﬂlohum 14 years'
term be released, day and night
be counted as two days. hajat
tenure ipcluded in jail terms

“and tndimy mstionals m jall be -

Speakers at muIEi_t_able on WB report |
Consensus on reforms,
good govemance must

for quick growth

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a roundtable
yesterday stressed the need for
political consensus on reforms.
rzr_m-l:l governance and a strong
ocal guvrrnmcnt structure to
get on tht]pa't uick growth

They also felt that a home-
growm dnrlutlrl:rm agenda is
important to it out of all
controversy and to make |t
truly fulfilling the local needs
and aspirations

The roundtable on the World
Bank s recent publication
"Bangladesh. An agenda for ac-
tion” was organised by a ver-
nacular daily Bhorer Kagoj at a
city hotel

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria. former finance minister
M Sa Rahman. lormer state
minisi & for planning M
Khan, Grameen Bank Chief
Prof Mohammad Yunus and
former adviser to caretaker
overnment Dr Wahiduddin

ahmud. Prof Jamilur Reza

Chowdhury and Manzur Elahi
participated in the discussions.

Addressing the roundtable
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
sald a major task before the
government is to complete the
reform process initiated in the

past Needed reforms in the le-
ﬁ] systemn will be made to help
u ocess, he added.

He also mentioned the re-
forms in the administration
and local ment system
are also urgent task before the

ment.

But, above all, political con-
sensus is a must to carry for-
ward the reforms, he observed.
“The reform programumes we are

now pur were concefved
during the last ment's

tenure. So, there not be
any problem in that
critical consensus. ormas

have no political identity.”
Tll‘hltrm the lssue of sub-
See Page 12 Cal 3
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CHT peace
tallmon

Saturday

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Dec 18:
Preparations ar: afnm for
Saturdays' dialo between
Shantibahini lea l:rs and the
National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts, formed
by the new government, official
sources said.

government side in the
dialogue. aimed at finding out a
political solution to the long-

drawn Chitt Hill Tracts
roblem. will be led by Chief

ip of the Jatiyva Sangsad
Abul Hasnat Abdullah while

the five member Shantibahini
team will be headed by J B
Larma alias Shanto Larma,
resident of Parbattya
hattagram Jana Sanghati
:&:stty (PCJSS), the sources

The dialogue is schediiled to
¢ at. 10 .am .at - the

See Page 12 Col 2
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At
Breakfast with Frost
on BBC...

J LUl be there,
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