His Majesty Druk
Jigme Singye Wangchuk
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f}ﬂhht-m haoling Palace. Thim hu On '*un.f-m yer e

1955. Alter having received his early education in
Bhutan, he studied briefly at St. Joscrz's School. Dar-
jeeling. He then prl:ll:ccdedv to Eng or further studies
and finally returned to Bhutan and joined the Ugen
Wangchuk Academy at Paro, where his education in:
cluded familiarisation with the kingdom's rich spiritual
and cultural heritage.

As Crown Prince, he began to shoulder responsibili-
ties from a very tender age. From 1972, at the of 16,
he began to participate in the meetings of the Cabinet.
and was appointed the first Chairman of the Planning
Commission. On May 5, 1972 he was installed as Tnnﬁ;a
Penlop. He acceded to the throne at the age of 17, after
late King, His Majesty Jigme Dorji Wangchuk: passed
away in Nairobi, Kenya, on June 21, 1972. He was for-
mally coronated on June 2, 1974, when Heads of States of
neighbouring countries and representatives of numerous
friendly countries attended the coronation celebrations.

His M ajesty King Jigme Singye Wangchuk is one of the
youngest leaders in the world. His Majesty has the dis-
tinction of combi in his person a deep love for the
kingdom's cultural an natural heritage with an equal
appreciation of the need to harn::sa modern science and

technology for the om's ess. As a benevolent,
hardworking and cious leader, His Majesty travels
regularly throughout the kingdom to study and ascertain

the problems, needs, and aspirations of his people.
Whether in Thimphu or on tour, His Majesty is freely ac-
cessible to the humblest of his subjects, and he takes per-
sonal pains to redress their grievances and to promote
their welfare. A s believer in es participation,
Eﬂs Majest hﬁ dmnu-ahutottl! m:lm?;n in or-
er to involve the in the process
of the country's econemic development. His im-
ity is demonstrated in his belief that the Gros National
appiness of the people is as t as the Gross Na-
tional Product. As a keen conservationist, His esty
Fa.s done much to preserve the kingdom's rich flora and
una.

His Majesty's reign has been marked peace,
progress, and prosperity within the kingdom, gradually
expanding contacts and enhancing cooperation with the
outside world in diverse fields.

His father the late King once said, "If | were to say a
prayer, | would wish that in my son's lifetime the le

of my country become far more perous and
than they are t . Under the mvolent far-mgg
and sagacious | ty Druk Gyalpo

erahj of His m{m
Jigme Singye Wangchuk that wish

s certainly been
fulfilled.
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The friendly relations be-

tween Bhutan and

dates back to the dawn of

h's independence.

her inde-

on 20 December 1971

an was one of the firsl

country to recognize Bangla-
desh. and ever since. Bhutan
has been keen to foster closer
relations with Bangladesh.
With the exception of India.
Bangladesh was the [{irst
count with whom Bhutan
established diplomatic
relations (1973). In 1980

Special Supplement

Bhutan-Bangladesh Trade Relations

Bhutan and Bangladesh ex:
changed resident Ambassadors
These developments were in-
dicative of Bhutan's strong de-

sire to and strengthen
relations between the two
neighbouring countries. With

the establishment of diplo-
matic relations. both countries
aspired to strengthen their po-
litical. socto-economic and cul-
tural ties

Development of Trade
(1978-1987)

Al the outset il may be men-
tioned that there was no physi

("~ Comparative Socio-economic indicators for Bhutan

As of 20t May, 1996

19685 1985
Income
GDP in million Nu 2382 8742(a)
Percapita GOP In US$ ; 470
Average GDP growth 68% (1980- 67 (1980-1995)
85)
Share of agnculture to GDP 53% 40% (b)
Saving as % of GOP 0% 30% (b)
investment as % of GDP 45% 52%(b)
inflahon rate 4 4% 8.2% [urw 1985)
external Account
Export as % to GDP 11.4% 2™ (b)
impont as % to GDP 435% 4% b
26 1%
23 1801 4 (c)
1369 6813(c)
12177 515625 ()
4“5 1872.06 (c)
T2 3003.52 {c)
6.00.000 {c)
2% (o) 31% (b) (9)
52%(e) 512%(d)
48% (e) 48.8% (d)
Arimal Husbandry
Vetennary Hospital B d
Livestock Extension Centres & m
Regional veterinary Laboratory : 4
Satellite Vetennary Laboratory - 1
Livestock Fams 14 0.
Fodder Seed Produchon Centres f 2
Vacoine Protuchon Centres 1
“Foregtry ‘ ' . -
Termtonal Division HQs ¢ 1
Range Office 25 (1982) H f
Beat Office B3 (1982 53 |
Forestry Training Institutes ! ! ’
Forest Cover (Including 8% shrub) ; 2%
Protected Area 26%
Power
Total Electncity Generaton 405 milbon 1632 B78 mdon |
e Wit |
Number of Villages Electnfied £ 297
Number of Towns Electnfied 23 B
Number of Electncity Consumers 970 29 080 .
(Goongs) I
Transport and Communication |
Length of road (Kkm) 17551 21697 '
Number of Telephone Exchanges 13 2 |
Number of Telephone Connections 1880 o428 |
Number of Post Offices 54 103 |
Number of WT Stations B 51 ‘
Rural Water Supply Scheme 150 1753
Number of Suspension Bndges 175 2% |
RNR (Common Serwices) ‘
RNR Centres - /4
Nabonal Resources Training Institute . 1 |
RNR Research Centres 2 (1980) s |
RNR Research Sub-stations - 5
Soil and Plant Analytical Laboratory - 1
Agriculture
Agnculture Extension Centres 121(1980) 157
Agnculture Seed Production Farms 9 (1980) 1
Plant Protection Centres . 3
Fagm Mechanization Centres = 3
Farm Mechanization Training Centres 1 1
National Mushroom Centres 1 1
Health
Life expectancy at birth
Male 458 (e) 65.9 (d)
Female 491 (e) 66.1 (d)
a. Infant Mortality Rate 142% () 7.07% (d)
b. Crude Birth Rate 391% (e) 3.99% (d)
¢. Crude Death Rate 193% (e) 09%(d)
d. Maternal Mortality Rate 0.77% (e) 0.38% (d)
e. Health Coverage 65% (1987) 90% (d)
Health Institutes (Nos) 138 656
1. Hospital B Z
2. Training Institutes 1 3
3. Basic Health Units & &
4. Dispensaries 44 5
5. Malaria Centres . 19
6. Outreach Clinics - 466
Rural pop with access 1o piped water 31% (1987) 58% (b)
Rural population with access to latnine . 70% (b)
Universal child immunization 84% (1990)
Education
School enrolment (Nos of Students) 51,835 71,276
Enroiment rate - 72%
Literacy rate 23 % 54%
(1980)
Number of Education Institutes 183 288
1. High Schools 8 9
2. Junior High Schools 2 19
3. Primary Schools (Including Community 145 245
schools)
4. Private Schools - 7
5. Degree College 1 1
6. Others Institutes (Including Sanskrit 7 7
_ Pathsalas) {
R ::’-“--"
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cal exc

of goods between
Bhutan

Bangladesh

this period (1978-1987), m

riod mainly witnessed the sign-
ing of Trade eement and
various trade talks that were
heid between the two countries.

in 1978 the first official
trade delegation from Bhutan
visited Dhaka During a meet
ing with the late President Zi
aur Rahman. the Bhutanese

e thon was informed by the
late President that Bangladesh
was keen to promote special re

lations with Hhutﬂn and that
Bangladesh would like to assist
Bhulan's economic develop
ment in whalever way ible
“To this end the late rnid'l'l'“
instructed the then Commerce
Secretary o provide free tran
sit. storage facilities and most
importarnt of all a most favored
nation treatment to Bhutan
However, Bhutan could not
immediately conclude any
agreement with Bangladesh
mainly because of the lack of
viable transit facilities through
india  After much encourage

ment by the laie President Ziaur
Rahman, and when the eflforts
of the Royal Government teo
obtain transit facilities
through India materialized_ the
Trade Aﬂ:’tcmnt between
Bangladesh and Bhwutan was
eventually on the Bth of
September. 1980

Agreement on Trade
between Bhutan and

Bangladesh

According to. the Trade
Agreement signed in 1980 both
countries agreed to take all
measures necessary (o promote
their bilateral trade. The Trade
Agreement also made provi
slons for according 1o each
other the Most Favoured Nation
Treatment [MFN) in respect of
custom formalities, custom du-
ties and other taxes levied on
exporis and importy of goods o

he exd hanged  Provisions were
also nade tor fﬂfm'l“m the
movement ol goods whereby

hot h conmnt ries agreed to m‘.f"
the necennary inldr bor

 Harvesfisig i Ye Yertile ParoVaney - - -~ -

storage and move -
ment of ftr cargo. Twe
Schedules. A and B. for Bhutan

and Bangladesh rlrﬂ‘tly
annexed to the Tr Agree-
Lo - Both countries

to 1 trade in m'?a:

with the annexed schedules. It
ed. however that. this
not preclude the ex-
rhange of goods not enumerated
in_the said schedules Lastly

& Bangladesh
andd the Indo-B utin Agree

et on Trade and fmmnm
signed in 1983, a Memorandum
o linderstanding was signed

December 18. 1996

between India and

cilitate the rlm'ment of gnnu:h
between Bhutan

Bangladesh

Subseguently.
tocol to the Agreement of Trade
between

tween the two countries. hotl
Covernments agreed as follows:

I. To accord to each other all
[acilities for t and
expansion of trade. includi
iransportation. storage an
other such facilities.

. To designate transit
points for conducting trade
mmm: to discontinue

new ones on mutual

410 =ﬂduc1 trade in ac-

& B annexed - et
to the wﬂ.-nm
without. however ecluding
the of s nol enu-
merated in the said u-hﬁ_h:hu.

Continued on Page 11
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ON THE 89TH NATIONAL DAY OF
THE ROYAL KINGDOM OF BHUTAN
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