S —

Coﬁ'uptions in Bangladesh: Origins and Cures

The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late 8. M. Al

puh";-aﬂumntg:h in terms of budgetary resources. The ' o e e et
corruption non-devaluation e

A s iecome widespresd  of Paistani Rupee in 1949 was ancther biow to East Pakistan's export trade. A quarter million strong armed ity acicpiatic and pun
mmmyw . P .ﬂ Although h“m!"ﬁmﬂleMﬁ-lﬁm ishable. Thought processes

Um:mullm'w

feel revitalised in the mind individuals in the adminis- effects on the economy that like custom duty. income tax that East Pakistan introduced seemed to have gen-
The nation mj‘::d Ce of | tration, by and large it is less a person than rr and tax from East to live within Pakistan. erated conflict incentive mdl- it to this
| after the Silver bilee lebrations Bangla true to say that Wollenson, the current presi- Pakistan on the plea that the was thrown out of the window  mechanisms He the mmt-mmﬂn
desh's birth. The spontaneity, the emotional surge, cannot get m&hln’ done dent of World ':I::- ina new federal will have to by the II""’.I.I’L I;EIIE among will say that
i of a e of i without bribing main who  strident voice corrup-  be bullt up in Karachi. owever, since t tary Em-ﬂu it is -m::m-n-
outpouring deep sense pride and huﬂtﬂwtnm:llﬂ tion in his address to the an- On the other hand, by far the leader, Ayub Khan, did not which could not be peossibile task There is no doubt
feeling that finally we were uniting again for or to ver some services. m:ﬂjﬂlm(ldthﬂwid largest share of the federal bud-  have support in East  ered. He nationalised all indus- that a clean. strong and incor-
WW- Bank and the IMF heid in get was being spent in Karachi P . he had to bribe the tries, banks, insurance compa- leadership can change
. nation building marked the countrywide ob- ment .there is a Washington D.C in September and West Pakistan. East . bureaucrats. intel- nies and major trade without :: this.
. servance of the occasion. It was an event of a life hardly a profession left which Henuﬂndlhlu-llmm Pakistan was virtually reduced uals academics, students. having staff to
: for t fi y Y could has not corru IE: the representatives of the to a municipality ln_ll.:tm-ui businessmen and any other im- Mmanage and hence the bu- How to Combat It?
time most people who man ears unethical practices. World countries about disbur- resources. nomn- individuals in any pro- reaucrats. who knew Tl!'l{lﬂﬂllﬁltmp-
te tne c tion of ANND. Y AX ;::vr tolls frnmwvlrinﬁ ::f:ltd:hm - cormup- in lﬂﬂtTuﬂmhﬂ blow to money mmt ptostl:nnh had :n be s mu:d hui; ' :
' 8,
a befitting manner. The occasion also reminded us Sastbens ol seem 1o enjoy  tion in the World coun- East Pakistan's trade. A diplomatic assignments  with cm.;m ﬁm can mﬁ
of the tremendous role that people of India and its protection from the higher ups tries. This is the first time that arter million str armed  sC ps. oppor- addition. large number of the temptation
armed forces—more than 4,000 of whose soldiers "u':'ﬁu.n.n;“" free huuuu; Kas cnmet u:ut:*:m:'t’rmﬂr with mu.ur“f"?."df | : # moral b.cmhr 5 mmm l:i-m:l.nd these ulif tll:r":dumuu L':.’Ei' >
, : andful re- Nanzas.
died for our freedom—played in our struggle and sad to see that bribe-taking and Iflh'll which none  cruited from East Pakistan. this society was luhﬂ.l.[ﬂ.ll.lg industries which ME these p-:'{y nzpp;tulhm .].-u.;':
gave us an opportunity to recall their contrtbution "ﬂtmnfhnrlw lr:lr: now become :“ his trm?u did. Trl::]cly:nd[bunnehuul mm destroyed then. This was the cstablishments overstaffed and summon up courage to try and
- part of t ture, as it were. ave come  equ unfavourable to the culture that inefficient. These establish- punish the corrupt people irre-
with sincere gratitude. Although innocent victims may much earlier in the course of people of this part of the coun- Inherited as le :l:j" from its ments became the hunting spective of their party affilia-
It had Sl Rt el the resign to corruption by the World Bank's aid disburse- try. All these measures set the former "pure” Islamic brothers ground of all kinds of and tions. The second most impor-
t an éclat reinforced by t enor BOV- thi that he or she is ments over the last three “‘ﬁch economic tion However durh-ﬁﬂqrw corruptions. of bureau- tant is to strengthen the
ernment set while its enrichment came from the powerless to do : lhﬂ: decades or 80 but still it Is better  of fle the wo military rulers | laws
celebrative programmes of the political parties, :é,i;:]'whﬁl mu"" t....,tp”ﬂ"".“ ; to
marked by a free airing of views, the peagantry at "ippliﬂlm;ff;:' on ::5
eConomy i

the official, community and professional levels
and above all, the enthusiastic mass participation
in the larger than-life-functions. The energy re-
leased and visions generated by the celebrations
will have to be utilised before long.

Our impassioned call to the major political par-
ties in particular will be that they scrupulously
avoid politics which seeks to survive on a staple
diet of acrimony and incremental creation of bad
blood .

It is time for a political culture that caters to the
basic needs of the people with the economy placed
high on the list of agenda and divisive emotional
issue dropped out of it altogether. After the silver
jubilee celebrations which should be deemed to
have whetted their appetite for the past, there
should not be those back-tracking exercises any-
more knowing full well that these sapped the na-
tion's energy and distracted its attention trom the
development path. This will be unforgivable when
the rest of the world seems sure-footed to embark
on the next century as we wobble on our feet.

The celebrations interspersed as they were with
grateful acknowledgment of the sacrifices so many
people had made for the country's liberation, have
raised the popular expectations of good governance
to a higher notch, something which, we believe, the
ruling party must have taken note of.

Welcome Annan, but......

Kofi Annan, a Ghanaian, has won the UN Secu-
rity Council's approval to become the next secre-
tary general of the world body. Now there remains
little formality before the longtime international
bureaucrat takes over from the outgoing secretary
general Boutros Boutros-Ghali on-January 1, 1997.
His choice for the top UN position, however, has

not been without a hitch. Despite strong US back-
ing for him, some members of the Security Council

did not like the way Boutros-Ghali was forced to
abandon his plan to seek a second term to the post.
Out of 15 members, 14 were in favour of Boutros
Ghali's re-election but the US veto had been intrin-
sically far too strong for the SC to come on top of.
Only France tried to stand its ground but others
had succumbed to the pressure. The US may be the
only superpower today, but the way it has been us-
ing the prime world organisation to impose its will
and exert its influence on others, does not augur
well. The US has complained that reforms brought
in the UN under Ghali's leadership were slow-
moving and inadequate. The US made it known
also that unless there was a change in the top UN
post the Congress would not approve the release of
American contributions owed to the organisation.
Kofi Annan who takes over after so much wran-
gling and internal squabble in the Security Coun-
cil may not find the going easy nor could he be in
an ideal position to deliver goods. Although the US
is designated to be a major contributor to the UN
fund, the size of its outstanding contributions
looks bafflingly huge. Now that Annan looks like a
US favourite can we expect that the country will
pay all its outstanding contributions to the UN so
that none of its programmes suffers in the future?

Deadly Business

Of the various harmful drugs that a large section
of the country's population, particularly the
youths, has become addicted to, phensidyl is most
widely used. All because of its availability and
comparatively low price. Surprisingly, however,
this is not a local product; the drug comes from
across the border. According to a report, this sub-
stance is smuggled into the country through vari-
ous routes and, most worryingly, with alleged co-
operation from members of the law enforcing
agencies including the BDR.

So, here is a deadly business, profits from which
go into many pockets and that is the trick of keep-
ing the business alive by palm-greasing at various
points. An international covenant makes it in-
cumbent upon signatory member-countries — In-
dia and Bangladesh included — to actively cooper-
ate in the fight against illegal drugs. Here is a case
where both India and Bangladesh are unwittingly
allowing the spread of drug abuse which poses a se-
rious threat to the welfare of generations of young
men and women in the two countries.

We, therefore, appeal to both governments to ef-
ficiently deal with the drug peddlers, manufactur-
ers and consumers. The important task is to plug
the routes of supply.

Before the menace from drugs turns worse, rais-
ing the spectre of the Columbian Cali Cartel-type,
cut off its tentacles on both sides to avoid a great
human and social tragedy. J

Quite apart from
vast amount of wealth

illegal means by some
Sucsioar. Lve papissnt o &
at different 5 increase the
costs of production which
raises the su price of goods
and services. results is the
reduction of the economy's
competitive edge. It helps those
who can pay a lot of money in
setting up an industry and
wipes out who cannot
such bribes. Therefore, it pro-
motes the growth of some t
firms and weakens or
the smaller ones in the market.
All these lead to oligopoly-type
structure of industries as op-
posed to a competitive structure
in the economy with all its ad-
verse effects on concentration
of industries in a few hands and
wrong income distribution in
the sociely. A government
which is commi to eradicate
poverty, on the one hand, and
remain soft on corruption, on
the other, will eventually re-
alise that the effects of the lat-
ter will negate the effects of the
former. Corruption, therefore,
has Lo be dras controlled
if poverty has to be eradicated,
economic growth has to be
speeded up. and social justice
has to be achieved.

It is in view of such crippling
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1 100 days (3 years) that we have
had to endure. An atmosphere
of corruption and criminality
was so all-pervasive that retum
to normalcy is like waking up
with a hangover from lrﬁrug-
induced sleep on the day after;
vou know thal you are better off
but the hea restrains you
from believing it fully as yet.
Coincidentally. it took 45 days
after the shooting down of tﬁc
former PM's rother Mir
Murtaza 1o bring the aberration

of Benazir's administration to

ORTY-FIVE days or so
F after the demise of the
Anno

an ahrurt end. Will
accountability be complete
without bringing those

dastardly conspirators to book
who from behind the scenes
manipulated and stage-
managed the farce of her “vic-
tory” in the 1993 elections?
Moeen Quereshi (MQ). the
Caretaker PM nominee of the

1993 conspirators (among them
MQ's protege. the late Gen
Asal Nawaz's brother and

IMF/World Bank employee,
Shuja Nawaz, also conveniently
related to the then DG ISI. Lt
Gen Javed Ashraf Qazi. by
marriage) had a very simple
mandate. to supposedly hold
‘impartial” elections an hrlnﬁ
Benazir back to power. Wit
Qazi suggesting most of the ap-
pointments while screening
others, every effective post in a
position to influence the elec-
tions was occupied by a PPP
supporter e.g. as
Chief Secretary Sindh. As a
smokescreen a facade of neu-
tral, non-controversial person-
alities with acceptance poten-
tial in the west were chosen
Federal Cabinet members, the
simple expedient was to chose
most of them from the Overseas
Chamber Commerce and Indus-
try. Contrived political turmeoil
had brought all the functions of
the government to a halt in the
od from April to July 1993,
Q simply revived the eco-
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25 years of waiting
Sir, The beleaguered nation

celebrated the Si Jubilee of
Victory Day. The hallowed
politicians made a lot of noise
about it. Having failed to de-
liver the goods from
them, they rather have forfeited
the trust of the nation. Th
have been trying to come bac
for decades, but the political
culture is flowering too slowly
for an underdeveloped nation.
Like the proverbial cat, | had
a few lives. | should have been
dead several times while per-
my duties, along with
my colleagues, in public inter-
est, during those nine months
of guerrilla fighting, under
contrasting pressures from
both the llﬁﬂ.‘
'Stop it”, and the other side say-

coming out wi
to repair the b d and

the same culture the last
of a cent its exis-
tence. It would be te

itsell suggested, with the
promise of esta the ide-
ology of Islamic jalism

for all
of 1946, was the only
rovince that voled [for

and none of the con-
stituent provinces of West
Pakistan did so. and East

Pakistan ha been the ma-
jority of IIIII:I

m'ﬁTIIIWII
a fast rate. It was in this back-

ground that the various polit)-
cal movementa like the

age Movement of 1948
Constitutional Movement ol
1950, Movement of
1952 and | elec-

tmﬂlm-ucuh}phu
However, series ol games

were by the Central gov-
ernment against East Pakistan
but didnt succeed In the face of

resistance of the people. The
decade of | 950s became a period
of stru for realising Its
rights Pakistan. as well
as of sacrifice, reasaessmenl,
and adjustment of its interests
for survival within the frame-
work of Pakistan Corruption
was nol a major issue In the
minds of the people of East

Pakistan then.

Lug‘;tlk official corrup-
tion ame the order of t
day after the military take-over
WMFIHMIH 1958

event also marked the be-
m‘d he end of former
since the 1956 consti-

tution, which embodied the last

for over
15 years practiced the same
politico-economic me that
they had learnt from their
Pakistani leader, which a po-
litical sociologist would c a
-colonial syndrome. Ziaur
hman. who seemed to have
good intentions, did not make

who ruled the country

trol his non drnrrlpi

newly-recruited ministers and

officials from corrupt practices
and used to appeal to them to
reduce corruptions Such ap-
als did not work However.
s successor military ruler,
who has been going through
court cases on a number of
charges, more or less institu
tionalised corruption
moral foundations of the t
ical-economic and social [abric
was systemaltically destroyed
However whal was surpris
ing was to see that the first
Awami League administration
under Bangabandhu s leader-
ship could not control corrup-
tion with a firm hand The po-
litical -economic system that he

The

vanished. Finally. as the nail

controls and too little room for

individual Initiatives. Since all

force of corruptions in the soci-
ety

The su
Bangladesh. h is too said
to recount, was almost a sur-
render to the institutionalised
corruption. All in all, more
than three-and-a-half decades
of corrupt practices at all levels

Run-up to Elections: Midway

The mayor political party PML (N) is far ahead, its main support base remains in the

Punjab and to an extent,

the NWFP. It remains weak in Sindh and Balochistan. Mian Nawaz Sharif has made tremendous

forays in Sindh but it is

nomic process by setting it free
but not before the ex-World
Bank employee signed away our

exceed-

ing the 40 per cent budget
delicit, 35% tariff base and

ESAF funding at 0.5 per cent
annum to in cons -
tions with the IMF by the Mian
Nawaz Sharif mment in
Aﬁrﬂ 1993 President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan sacked the
regime. MQ tied us into 4 per
cent t deficit and 35 per
cent base with much more
expensive SAF funding. in effect
he hamstrung the incoming
nt economically even_

it came to :

Saddled with such con-
straints. the country was beg-

gared bclyond description eco-
nomically by th:.ngcnazir
's corruption inepti-
m contrast to MQ's Rand R
(Rest and Recreation) in Pak-
istan the present Caretakers'
agenda has been
the pcrﬁli.}:tent demand
countability. managing to
afloat even though the qut?lctg
of the cahi;-n{ct members raises
questions of its bility. The
Meraj Khalid t:mm hzt:: done
"better than average® under the

circumstances. all, ar-
resting the d decline in the
economic restoring mass

confidence. Even the Rupee-US
dollar parity has -utﬁffud.
though one dtzxmyl when § 3-5
million funds is not fly-
daily from the country from
one hand alone (a la Zardari),
the Rupee had to become stable.
In the political scene. the
fleld is now some shape.
The major political party
(N} is far ahead, its main sup-
port base remains in the Pun
and to an extent, the It

remains weak in Sindh and
Balochistan. Mian Nawaz

Sharif has made tremendous
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leagues later had to sacrifice his
life, and the other survived, but
part of his brain was blow-up.
Today we see little signs of
liberation from the vicious po-
litical stalemate of the two ma-

jor political parties, led the
two charismatic ladies, living
on borrowed names. So long the

le indu in this t of
mllt}icll mylff , the mﬁu-y

cannot move forward with a
tuned and united step towards

ter and faster t,
or the realisation of which
millions of us dedicated our-
selves and suffered.

We tend to live in the :
Even the President th t it
prudent to hint on this state
of affairs in our leadership. The
party comes first. even an
elected was sought
to be thrown out after three

of . through
violent nﬁnﬂm-. and
resigning from parliament
on not clear to a large
mm of the voters.

aggrieved is surely
out for a vendetta not, as
we know human nature?); so

forays in Sindh but it is diffi-
cult to explain away conspicu-

uuulz comupt S Ghouse Ali
Shah as the

indh PML (N)
President. Once ha a secure
foothold in all the four

provinces, the PPP has almost
self-destructed due to the ex-
cesses of the Benazir-Zardari
combine. PPP original has
fragmented into two main fac-
tions, PPP (BZ) led by Benazir
and PPP (SB) led by her sister-
in-law, Ghinwa Bhutto. Only in
NWFP will PPP (BZ) fight as a

political party and that also be-
cause of the solo efforts of PPP
Su tar Aftab Sherpao. PPP

other

(BZ] stalwarts in

that att}_]rlctnd millions of wvot-
ers to his . mostly awa
from the Paalj—t}imran PEhan ii
similarly being not assessed as
the serious challenger he is
with his "Insaf” slogan for
Tekrik-i-Insaf (Tl). Twenty-five
,Keara earlier Bhutto aligned
imself with the masses who
were anxious to break the hold
of the feudals and to get basic
necessities, bringi charisma
into the electoral field that was
lacking in then Pakistan. The
plea for "freedom from feudals”
is now Imran's domain. Imran
bringing a much more potent
charisma into the field and ar-
ticulating a cry for justice that

AS | SEE IT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

be success-

of h:ﬁnﬂ.lon
delu mind, she can keep

laying with it, along with a
Eumher of other cards she

that the next cou of g::-.im
ahead does not look very bright
from the common citizen's
nt of view, watching the in-

in the palaces. Even now,
within six months of the new
eneral elections, the situation
s not look very optimistic

on the political front. We have
become to charismatic
;EP' ards. Wh hby s
BaIme gu 5 o on
techniques of u-lf-prmrv.:fm.
There is no breath of fresh

air in the litical environ-
ment. Because there is no room

Nobody talks about it; espe-
cially our non-political and
non-partisan intelligentsia
(where are they hidi . The
later itself appears to be po-
larised. In this area also, the
:ﬂ.!lidmt has thrown some
int.
The cult of violence
to be some legitimacy,
unfortunately. This area must
be made absolutely transpar-
ent, otherwise many innocent
and dedicated lives may be lost

seems to strike a chord in the
heart of almost every Pak-
istani.

Imran bridges a crucial gap
between what is ed in the
western media as amental-

- ist forces with that of modera-

tion and the timing is just right.
Instead of PML voters, sus-
tained by a confident Mian
Nawaz Sharif, hundreds and
thousands or disenchanted PPP
hard-core, the faithful who re-
ally believed in the Bhutto
till Zardari's grubby

dived into the treasure

till, are to TI.
Imran's is to cred-
ible to harmess this

mass support and convert it
into Assembly seats. The vast
lead of the nearly intact PML
(N) notwithstanding, he be-
comes a credible opposition, in
their urban areas

unnecessarily, because the
killers do not care for princi-
ples.
Today there is no third
moral force to influence the er-
rant politicians. Unless the vi-
cious cycle is broken, there will
be no liberation from the
clutches of the vested interests.
At the fag end of my life, | feel
disillusioned at the pranks of
the politicians. Can they de-
liver the goods? This is their
last chance, because we impov-
erished citizens have not the
C ty to bear any more crisis
after crisis. A breakdown
means starting afresh. The ball
is in the court of the political
leaders.

An observer
Dhaka

"KILLM, Biman and
business”

Sir, | refer to the letter on
KLM/Biman in your letter col-
umn on 15 December. Firstly.
why has the letter writer (a for-
eigner) chasen to remain

anonymous? | hope he does not

The other phenomenon to
emerge is Ms G Bhutto. In
life Murtaza was never a
credible political entity as he is
in death. The late son of Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto was an abra-
sive, generally dislikable char-
acter given to . nade-
ness and high-handedness on
the pattern of his late father
and former PM sister without
having his father's brilliance
and gift at p-thickil% or his
sister's charisma. ith his
death the Bhutto mantle has
i g Lo B

r seemi 1o
his good-looking X rsomnable
widow who has ca t the mass
imagination in the Sindhi
heartland, particularly by her
stoic self-control after her hus-
band's violent death. Late ZAB
is an icon in the Sindhi heart-
land, as the widow of Mir Mur-
taza and the mother of Zul-
fikar, Jr., she has taken over
the political momentum lost by
her sister-in-law. With su
from other anti-Zardari forces
in Sindh, she stands set to dent
Benazir's Sindhi political cre-
dentials. A mutu beneficial
election adjustment rather
than an alliance with Imran
Khan seems to be a distinct
sibility. The bridge may be
an original PPP stalwart, the
much respected Mairaj Mohd
Khan.

Altaf Hussain's MOQM and its
tremendous urban vote bank in
Sindh remains intact. Setback

the appointment of Mumtaz
to to intact
their bloc of 12-14 National As-

sembly and 29-30 Provincial
seats. Maturity at the
leadership level is needed to

come in out of the political cold.
An election alliance or adjust-

ment with PML (N} and/or
Awami National Party (ANP) is
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ent history of

possible. ANP remaining
solidly with them throughout
their hour of need. The ANP-
PML (N) alliance has blems
about seat allecations. they
should be able to work out the

from ;
I-lslami (JI) has an option to
Tmhppurl cithﬂ*g one of the two

ne tist parties. In
1993 the combination of reli-
gious parties had played a
spoiler's role in lm%ﬁ the
right wing vote for , 08~
tensi at the behest of then
DG ISl Lt Gen (Retd] Javed
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fear some form of exposure-
complex or reprisal. Let me as-
sure him that Bangladesh is a
relatively open and d.:cnmnl tic
society where people will pa

heed {n his opinions and Enf
hold these against him. as is the
case in many other countries
around the world.

Regarding the KLM afTair,
while | do not to know
the matter in detail. | have been
following the case, and | got the
impression that KLM acted in
haste. Clearly, there was a
breakdown in communications
and KLM should have m:.:
greater efforts to expedite
resolve the issue through nego-
til:uun r:;tdhtr than giving an
abrupt a ative press
ntntepment im December
through their cou manager,
the contents of which were re-

jected by Biman. It is pointiess

to a ion blame in such
mttﬂaﬂmhuthhr wmm
valid grounds aint,
and far wiser to talk through te
a solution. There are now a
number of carriers op-
erating to Dhaka and as far as |

am aware, they s0 be-
cause it is a profitable and lu-
crative sector.
Finally. while | accept the
letter writer's contention that
is not an easy coun-
try to do business in and that
there is much to be done to im-

prove the investment climate,
what he/she must te is
that Bangladesh is a

country where are
quite aware of the to

be overcome and are making
concerted efforts to improve
working and living conditions.
In this context. the attempts of

the BOL to attract in-
vestment are most
a “joke”, as the writer puts it is

the writer I%t.hunul
conditions in im-
. O one try to at-

ll‘lt‘i foreign investment? |
should hope not. because in that

case countries, and nol
just . should shut
down their respective BOls for
many. many years
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