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President Shahabuddin Ahmed (top) and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina (bottom) placing

wreaths at the Martyred Intellectuals Memorial at Mirpur in the city yesterday.

—Star photo

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday briefed
the heads ufyﬁiplnmatic mis-
sions and international agen-
cles in Dhaka on Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina's recent visit
to India, reports UNB.

Ad the envoys at the
Foreign Office. Azad spoke on
the major features of the Gan%cs
water sharing treaty signed by
the Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh and India on De-
cember 12 in New Delhi during

Sheikh Hasina's visit.

He said the signing of the
historic treaty on the s of
the Ganges water marked the
fruitful culmination of the pro-
cess of contacts and negotia-
tions, set in motion six months
ago, soon after the elected gov-
ernments of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh
and Prime Minister Deve
Gowda of India assumed office
at about the same time.

The process, he added, was

FM briefs foreign envoys on PM's visit

initiated at the directives of the
two prime ministers to further
strengthen the friendship and
cooperative relations between
the two neighbouring countries
by addressing the major oul-
standing bilateral issues with a
constructive and positive ap-
proach.

The foreign minister told the
envoys that the process of nego-
tiations began with talks at t
foreign secretary level in
Dhaka and New Delhi in July
and August.
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the portrait of Bangabandhu
Mujibur Rahman at the
Ba hu Memorial Mu-
seum in the city at 6 am and

then at the National Memorial.
The Awami League will bring
out a Victory Day procession
from the Zero Point at 2 pm. It
will hold discussion

and cultural functions at
outer stadium at 3 on De-
cember 17, 18 and 19.

BNF's will n
throu m of the Na-

tional and party flag at

mﬂrz:"mmthtml _

workers of B
and its front tions will
assemble in front of the party's
central office at 7 am to visit
the National Memorial at 7 30
am. They will later place
wreaths at the mazar of party's
founder late president Ziaur
Rahman at 9 pm.

BNPFP will bring out a proces-
sion from the party central of-
fice and hold a musical soiree at
the same venue later in the
evening.

Hasina
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ordinating the scheme to build
the memorial. The Public
Works Department will execute
e (,m:md "
the ninﬁ > :
Work will begin by end

March.

Obaidul Quader The Daily
Star last night.

He said the memoridl will

have a complex with a library,

museum and sculpture of Ban-

February or earl

A committee to finalise de-
signs for the memonial has been
formed headed by the Principal
Secretary to Prime Minister. It
will soon iInvile designs. he
said.

Quader said the rnr;?:ku
may cover a large chunk of the
Shishu Park. But care would be
taken harmonise it with the
lurrﬂundlnhdsrttn of the
Suhrawardy ayan.

"We want it to be a landmark
of Dhaka just like the Arch d
Triumph or Eiffel Tower iIn
Paris. or Jeflerson Memorial in
Washington.” Quader said.

The proposed memorial may
cosl Tk 26 to 27 crore or more,
he said adding some has
already been made av o
lay the foundation stone.

The Daily Star
Silver Jubilee of victory

Jatiya Partys pr

includes a bus

its central office at 6. 30 am.

placing of wreaths at the Na-

tional al at 9 am. In the

evening, a cultural programme

will be staged at ﬂfmmt# of

the party tq:c in :
discussion meet-

ing on the of the mar-
tynufmelehu-umwu'm
be held at 10 am. It will be

over by Vice-Chancel-
of DU Prof A K Azad Choud-

hugh Monday, teachers and
students of the Dhaka Uiniver-
sity will assemble at the foot of

Aparajeyo Bangla and place
wreaths at the National

rial at 6. 45 am. Milad mahfil
and special prayers will be held
at the University central mos-

que after asr prayers

Association of Dﬂ?h:lﬁ'nenl
cies in Bangladesh will

wreaths at the National

al and bring out a vic-

tory procession from Manik
Mia Aveniue at | pm.

Bandhan, a voluntary blood
donation or tion, will
launch a member-collection
drive at the Central Shaheed
Minar at 3 pm.

Kofi Annan
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the 15-member council agreed
hz acclamation on Annan as
the successor to Boulros
Boutros-Ghali of Egypt. whose
attempt to serve a second term
was vetoed last month by the
United States

The council, which made its
decision after France d
its © ition to the 58 year
old Annan. reached agreement
on a new secretary-general Fri
day mnrmnwnd then con
vened again day evening to
formalise the decision.

His name will be referred to

the 185 - member General ::m
sembly for ratification, proba
bly Tuesday. Ratification is a
merely a Lﬂ;llllg.’ﬁ.r:ln-nl'-
five-year term nJan |,
in a sitatement afler the
vole, Annan sald the

Uni Nations must embark
“upon a time of healing to re
store confidence between gov
ernments and this institution

in order to help its fi-
nar sir and its politi-
cal and authority.”

e o

found a dejected Abdul
shuffling
and potash for his 21 decimal
plot of land.
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when it is desired by the peopie.”

He also alleged that the
Awami League government was
giving sing figures as re-
gards the water accord. The BNP
leader refused the mment s
claim that the lowest quantum
of water provided under the new
lreaty was more than that of the
1977 accord. "The ‘77 ilreaty
fixed the lowest quantum at
34 500 cusecs while the 96 ac-
cord has reduced it to 27 633

He claimed that the 1977 ac-
cord had guaranteed 33.31.323
cusecs durin March-May
against 31 64, Cusecs pro-
vided by the 1996 treat

Citing a clause in the treaty

. which said that the two sides

would meet on an emergency
basis if the flow at the Farakka
point is below 50,000 cusecs, he
remarked. "The lean season
may expire before the two
countries work out the way out.”
Besides. he expressed his
doubt whether India would at
all E:: " the accord.
arlier, the BNP secretary

President
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to take lesson from the past. It
should not be fair to criticise
others digging the bitterness of
3‘:;5“‘ ... we have to look for-
to making our future beau-
tiful,” he said.

The country has many prob-
lems witha h population but
its resource is limited, the Pres-
ident said under the need
for "national unity. solidarity,

consensus and true patriotism”
to solve the country's major

problems.

Focusing on the country's
liberation., he noted that the
role of Muslims in the

religion-based Pakistan
movement was the strongest,
but only religion. in disregard
of language, culture and terri-
torial proximity, is not enough
for the stability of a state.
President Ahmed recalled
the glorious memory ?‘fd the in-
ce martyrs a
for salvation ufytrhc dt;}::tﬁ
souls.

BNP : Water treaty

general esenled a wrillen
on the Ganges waler-

In his statement. he blamed
the ruling party for not consult-
ing the tion before sign-
ing the accord. He termed the
treaty 'self-contradictory”, “full
of ifs and buts®, "based on con-
fusing figures® and “one-sided”
and sald “Bangladesh has
stepped Into a death trap
through this treaty.”

"We expected that this gov-
ernment would get more water
because of Awami ' spe-
cial relations with India. But
they have frustrated the na-
tion". he remarked.

He also blamed the govern-
ment for not taking into con-
siderations the changed na-
tional context while signing the
accord and demanded a fresh

treaty by involving Nepal.

Some central leaders of the
I;an{ including Abdus Salam
alukdar. Abdul Matin Choud-
hury. Mirza Abbas., Mahbubul
Alam Tara and Goyeshwar Roy
were present at the press con-
ference.

Memonal
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of the memorial to the mar-
tyred intellectuals, the Prime
Minister said history can't be
obliterated and one should take
lessons from it. "Otherwise you
can't " she said.

The memorial. she said, is
being constructed for the sake
of the history of the country.
The Public Works Department
has started the construction
work of the memorial, which
will cost Tk 6.68 crore.

Designed by architect Farid
Uddin Ahmed and Jami-al-Safi
of the Design Centre, the
memorial will be completed in
two years.

Hasina sald her government
was ulilising every moment for
the development and well-be
of the coun and people an
called upon the countrymen to
work hard to materialise the
dream of Bangabandhu by
building a Sonar Bangla where
all will have food, clothings,
shelter, education and health,
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90 under trial

prisoners
released

The government has re-
leased under-trial prisoners
and also exempted punishment
lo some extent of other convicts
in different jails of the country
on the occasion of the Victory
Day. said an official handout
yesterday. reports UNB.

Few categories of convicted
prisoners were given two

| months additional exe

in addition to normal remis-
sions for each year of their jail

term.
However, the con-

women and child r =
and anti-state activities will
not be entitled to special remis-

sion or pardon.

The t hoped that
the released would
lead their life as citizens

and contribute to SOCIO-e00-

nomic development of the coun-
try. the release added

Intellectuals
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6 68 crore would be completed
in two years

The Prime Minister., at a
simple ceremony at the Ganab-
haban. also released a set of 16
commemoraltive siage sia
mps of Tk two denomination
tl-l:r on ljﬂrilunrrrd intellec-
tuals, iss Bangladesh
Post Office. i

Central leaders of Awami
League who wreaths al
the Mirpur memorial included
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad Waler Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak. LORD and Coop-
eratives Minister and AL Gen

eral Secretary Zilluwr Rahman,
Sajeda C , Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif, State Minister

for information Abu Sayeed. Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin and
Akhtaruzzaman

Central leaders of the main
opposition rty BNFP led by
E::ny Secr:tﬁ.ry General Abdul

annan Bhuiyan placed
wreath at the Martyred Intellec
tuals Memorial. BNP also held
a discussion in front of its cen-
tral office in the afternoon

Jatiya Party leaders led by
its Secretary General and Min-
ister for Communication An
war Hussain Manju placed
wreath.

Besides, leaders of other
litical parties including left
Democratic Front (LDF), Work-
ers Party, Communist Party of
B adesh, Gono Forum, JSD
(Inu), JSD (Rob)., National
Awami Party and BSD placed
wreaths in tribute to the mar-
tyred intellectuals.

Radio and Television put up
special programmes highlight-
ing the significance of the Day
while national news dailies
brought out special supple-
ments on the occasion.

The Bangla Academy, Shil-
pakala Academy, Nazrul Insti-
tute and Shishu Academy orga-
nised separate programmes
including discussions and cul-
tural functions.

— ——
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is due to the confer-
ence at the V Bhaban on
December 19 It is to be
@ aﬂm kg
tions.

The B adesh Foreign
Minister is due to arrive in
Delhi on December 18, it is
learnt .

Besides discussion on make
SAFPTA more tive through
expansion of visit of items.
a decision on appointment of
trade and information is likely
to be taken

Discussions on the existing
12 areas of tion and the
SAARC International
Pr amme of Action (IPA)

also take

Diplomatic sources here said
that the conference would also
review the MOUs and the com-

ts of agreements between

RC and international or-

anisations like ESCAP.
NCTAD. UNICEF and UNDP

SAARC is expected to sign a
new agreement with other or-

ganisations like CIDA. the
The forel ministers shall

also review the SAARC and the
European Union (EU). coopera

tion agreement recently
and review Lthe SAARC-Japan

special fund.

The budget of the SAARC
Secretariat with around 9 lakh
USD and of its in
Kathmandu are also likely to be
reviewed.

Meanwhile, the meeting of

the programming committee
will be by the meet of
the committee of for-

eign secretaries due to begin on
December 16. Indian External

Affairs secretary Salman
Haider would

Foreign Secret-

A special munajat and
prayer will be held in all
mosques. mandirs, pagodas and
other places of worships seek-
ing peace. happiness and
progress of the nation on the
occasion of the Silver Jubilee of

=

Our tribute to the
valiant freedom fighters
on the
Silver Jubilee occasion

of our Victory Day I
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Fertiliser
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but found few plots where
potato seeds were sown.
At Sonarong village, we

otaleb
a mixture of urea, SSP

Motaleb said he managed to

buy urea at Tk 265 per 50 kg bag

nst its officials retail price

of Taka 186.25 but it is in short

supply. he complained. Sin*lkc
Su Phosphate cost him
Mﬂ bag although its official

ce in 215. Potash cost

mnaﬁua@.pﬁmmd
e was using and potash to

substitute TSP because TSP is
not available.

But he was not certain of the
quality of the SSP which he
called dust. The bag had 'Made
in Bangladesh' marking but
Motaleb said it not the real
stuff. "It is either adulterated or
irlnktjn across the border.," he

At nearby Ba Bazar,
there is only one fertiliser

' dealer. There are seven such

dealers in Tongibari thana and
31 in Munsh district, said
the dealer, Sheikh.

He said the déalers left their
quota of urea from the Gho-

shortage

rashal Urea Fertiliser Factory

once month. He lifted his
last guota on October 31.
Alau said he t urea at
186.25 per 50 kg bag at the mill

te and retailed it at Tk 230-

35. His quota of urea was sold
in two days because of heavy
demand.

He ﬁ)ﬂ quota of 4220 of
urea, bags of TSP and 720
bags o1 SSP. fixed by local
unfnn parishad chairman, Haji
Mchammad Julhas. When con-
tacted, Julhas said the Deputy
Commissioner had fixed the
price and the fertiliser was dis-
tributed through his offices. But
the demand is high, he said.

Aliuddin said he IES ngw HTI_L—
ing Egyptian origin at
E'ﬁl r ., Russian potash at
Tk 35;60 and Australian SSP at
Tk 292. He said he does not deal

in smuggled IndiangSSP.

The of a 40 kg bag of
medpﬂﬂftwhﬁlm ﬂm
the beginning of the season has

nu:jr come to Tk B00-850, he
said.

Jasimuddin, another farmer
told us at Kalma Bazar that
farmers were not only f

zwn.llilﬂ', 'I'I'lt‘“f .h:]'l:ym seed

was also poor year, he said.




