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On to the Second Quarter

W e carved a state of our very own in 1971 with a

price seldom, - if ever paid by any other people.
To make our independence true we should perform |
being eternally beholden to that price — the blood |
and dignity of millions from our midst. Only a ful-

filling social and cultural can take this
puny 25 years past a century and far more of an
ever-enriching nationhood. And only a state of
shared well-being can ensure that.

The silver jubilee celebrations have very nicely
been heralded by a congenial political change in
the land and the first big success in engaging the
stupendous physical problems facing this country.
What better one can wish than this beginning to
hold and our state to score evernew victories over-
coming the challenges of the new millennium.
Nothing short of universal literacy and meaning-
fully true education, optimum gainful employment
equally of both men and women, empowerment of
all backward sections of our people and perfect in-
surance against non-civil blackout of the citizen's
rights can enable us to profitably grapple with ev-
erything standing in the way of our catching up
with the leading nations of the world. Japan has
done it from worse beginning. So had China and
the nations on the Pacific rim. Except for China
and India now raring to go ahead full tilt, all of
the super performing nations are small. And if
small is beautiful to credit Schumacker, in the
economic sphere — we are very ideally small. But
let us beware of paying prices for that spurt with
culture, taking lessons from some of these achiever
nations.

The Bengalee people of this clime fought a very

unequal war in 1971 — and won the bloody en-
counter through heroism and bravery, patriotism
and sheer power and willingness to undergo the ul-
timate of sacrifices. But their war was shared by
others specially India as hardly ever matched by a
| good turn done by a state to its neighbour. To the
Indian people and their state and to Russia, the
successors to Soviet Union, we shall be ever
bounden in gratitude. Valiant Indian fighters in
our war with Pakistan, both on and off the front,

must be respectfully recognised with honour by our
state.

At this moment of commencement of our new
journey, we remember the founder of this state

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his
glorious achievement, sanctified the more by his
death as a martyr and Tajuddin Ahmed who
shaped and led the tion War and was ‘o fol-
l low his dear leader.nto martyrdom on tfié 80th

day of Mujib's gory parting.
WTO Does it Right

On the face of it, the first ministerial conference
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has been a
success. A package of measures aimed to liberalise
trade through investment, fair competition and
government contracts under global trade rules has
been adopted by the 128-member world trade body.
The most outstanding deal came in the form of an
agreement on eliminating tariffs on computer
equipment by the year 2000. The indication is that
more than 90 per cent of global trade in informa-
tion technology will soon be covered by the Infor-
mation Technology Agreement.

While some has been made in the area
of simplifying investment rules, preventing anti-
competitive business practices and root out corrup-
tion in lucrative government contracts, the more
controversial issues such as labour standard and
environment have been skirted around for the
sake of a deal. If the rich, developed
part of the globe considers cheap labour in some
developing countries a threat to fair trade competi-
tion in the world, there are equally — and poten-
tially more dangerous — anti-competitive practices
and d all across the globe.

Regional trade bodies such as the European
Monetary Union, North American Free Trade
Agreement etc, are created basically to protect
member countries' interests. Reprieve of tariffs
and other mutual concessions within such trade
bloes can surely frustrate any hope of least devel-
oped countries and even other developed countries
from a different region to have access to the bodies'
market. Such protectionism does exist in other
| areas such as, agro-industries in the developed
West. So, before dismantling the barrier of cheap

labour for paving the way of trade liberalisation,
such anti-liberal policies have to be taken care of.

Gas Crisis

The gas crisis that has severely hit Chittagong is
an example of how bad m t of a resource
abundantly available, can be a cause of needless
suffering. The indication of a sh

ortage of was
received well in time but the toaddgzathu

problem did not match it. A report says both slow
pace of work and political unrest are to blame for
the failure to complete a new pipeline called A-B
line on schedule.

The question therefore is: if the political agita-
tion halted the work, why was not the construction
work taken up with double Why was the
pace of work further slowed ? Now that the
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser Limited and Raozan
plant had to be closed, we can count heavy
on our national exchequer. Apart from the
loss, its cumulative negative impact on
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Pledge for a Better Future

by Mahfuz Anam

As we celebrate the 25th year of our independence, we once again feel extremely proud of the fact that years ago

land. all
gained ground. It is only natu-
ral that those who come to
{vo-er without the support of
he people have to create all
Mml of a.ruﬂd.ljm forces o prop

up. play on existing
divisiveness and use them to
consolidate their power, It is
the divisiveness created in
those times that still divides
the nation today It is our view
that if democracy be allowed a
free i:y then much of that
whir:l? ivides the nation will
resolve itself through the pro-
cess of informed public m
lon. As people will give
verdict through election after
election. forces that survive on
lies and distortions will auto-
matically get eliminated Thus,
an essential ingredient of bulld-
ing our future must entail
strengthening democracy and
the parlamentary culture,

e note with regret that BNP
appears to be following the path

the previous ftion

in boycotting the Parllament. It
must chmM that Awami
League not start its boycott
till well after three ycars in
Parliament. and that it did
unitedly with other opposition
parties. But that is not the

t. We write now, as we did

. that it Is to deni-
grate tht::trim? Iumh a
manner. hing has happened
to conclude that Parliament
has become inefiective The
various committees that
should have been formed by
now — the delay in many cases

is due to absence of

names — can greatly

the su role the
clected representatives. With all
its present flaws, Parliament
still provides the best chance
for an accountable and trans-

E‘wnm.. Prime Min-
ster Sheikh Hasina has al-
announced plans to in-

crease the working facilities of
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core guestion that should con-
. If we think
how China has ch its

. how Vietnam re-
formed and how Malaysia.
Thailand and Indonesia

change, . adept and take
adrlnugc the new opportu-
nities that global change is
cCausing.

Can adesh do the
same? If our confinues
to be a of the past. if
our remain backward
and if our nce and im-

plementation of policies con-
tinue to be as archaic as they
are, then the answer is a re-
sounding NO_ With the c:d:tirz_;}
!Klfl‘l] we cannot be a part

the giobal change and as such
take advantage of the opportu-
nities that are bound to come
OuUr way

Om the 25th anniversary of
our . our
piea would be to all. to be aware
that the world is undergoing a
drastic change. and we must be
a part of that process. Business-
as-usual approach will
margnalise us To prevent that
from happening we have to
make significant investment in
democracy. good governance
and human resource develop-
menit. Let that be our resolve on
this auspicious occasion.

J

and economy will be great. These are

€ must learn to plan for the future. Think of
supply all over the country coming to a halt all
on a sudden because nobody monitored it, nor gave
a serious thought to such a scenario. The problem
in Chittagong should keep us on the alert about
dhu-t;ctly using a natural resource we have in

where forward-looking plans are always 1

Silver Jubilee to Augur Well for Development

I TS a pleasant ooinc-
dence that West Bengal
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu

came on a six-day wvisit to

desh, from November 27,

1996, when year round

celebration of Silver Jubilee of

independence and liberation
war was reaching its climax. He
returned to Calcutta on

December 2. 1996, after

working out a formula for re-

solving the long-standing

Ganges walter s issue. He

travelled to New Delhi to ap-

prise Prime Minister H D Deve

Gowda of his discussions and

understanding with the

Bangladesh leaders, . to faeili-

tate the of agreement
bhetween

‘It has not been ﬂ:ﬂ :=

Jyoti Basu to achieve this
breakthrough: even the West
Bengal Congress oppositidn
leaders have raised questions
on his visit, as reported in the
press. In Bangladesh. we know
very well. a section of self-seek-
ing politicians always nag at
the relations between the two
closest neighbours. However,
this did not bring any benefit to
the peoples on either side of the
fence.

Jyoti Basu is one of the se-
nior-most politicilans of the
sub-continent, having his an-
cestral home at Baradi. a vil-
lage in Sonargaon thana of
Narayanganj district. After the

tion in 1947, Basu and his
amily migrated to the Indian
state of West Bengal On
November 30, 1996. he en-
thralled the huge audience at
the Shilpakala Academy by
vivid expositions of his tics
and long career passing through
critical junctures of history.
Basu has his desire to
donate his ancestral property
for the cause of the people, to
the Government of {
But, it is learnt that vested
(Enemy) Property Act is stand-
ing in the way. However. gov-
ernment of Sheikh Hasina will
review this matter, we hope.

It was not water issue only.

s - a - — -

business
of tilzﬂlmngnm :Eair. 1

want to make some general
comments on doing in
adesh. The lack of quali-
fication and carelessness of the
so-called managers are no
doubt two of the several reasons
for such fallures. Even lhoufh
this is true everywhere, in
this is a serious and

ent blem and is tak-

ng its toll at all levels. It is
therefore very to see
the BOIl's advertisement, in

which they are promo in-
Bﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂdﬂhﬂn&l is

vestment in
this just a joke?
1?:;; after knowing the
rio entire
tem in Bangladesh. Proba-
most of us have seen the ad-
vertisement which frequently

appears in the Newsweek, The

Rangiadeets aed ek Your Bok:
et si-

ness boom! followed by reasons
why one should it. Ev-
who is in business here,

knows the lack of having a ba-
sic platform to be able to set up
a strong and healthy business.
One of the many examples is the
KLM, which clearly shows how
reluctantly and carelessly the
government officials messed
around with these issues. A re-
puted, and healthy com-
BEF like will not suffer

much, since they have lots
of other opportunities. This
cannot be said about Biman,
since this company still have to
learn a lot, to be competitive
with others. This is s not
only my opinion but actually
this is what is apparent. Even

fail to take this se-

the poli
Islam.

L

a ave realised that gooc
parties also should come to a consensus in this regard, argues Muhammad

neignoouriiness 1s a

ndition of de

elopment,

that was discussed in course of
the visit of Jyoti Basu and his

. Basu has o
reduce

trade 1m-
balance between adesh

and India. His sincere feeli
and concern for lades

were quite apparemt in his
speech at Shilpakala Academy.

Presently, Bangladesh imports
worth about US dollar 1 2
mwm

iof .. Indid.” At =

December 1, 1996. West
Finance Minister has said that
tremendous development has
been achieved recently in West
al due 10 decentralisation
of the administration and di-
rect participation of common
man., as compared with other

parts ol India. Currently, the-

ral production rate in West

al stands at 7.3 per cent,
while in the whole of India the
average is 5.9 per cent. We don't
know if our Polj Makers have
taken note ol it! ngs should be
more than West Bengal. as we
are independent and sovereign
republic.

A section of our intellectuals
are perhaps not wrong to sug-
gest to consider the growth
model of Indian state of West
Bengal. while planning and im-
plementing our five year plan
and ADP. in the prevailing sit-
uation. Let us have a glimpse of
history. Before partition of In-
dia in 1947, the ition of West:
Bengal was at the top in India
on various counts. In subse-
quent 30 years. it was'reduced to
a very weak state. In 1977, Left
Front came to power when
lhlnfs started to change to-

s developinent. with new
work programmes implemented
with vigour and honesty. Over
the last two decades of good

l*uh lmstitute of Devel- -
op Studies) seminar on

governance West Bengal is
again in the forefront of the
Indian states in many respects
— education. culture, agricul-
ture. industry At present, edu-
cation up to 12th class is [ree.
Every year students get books
free of cost. up to class V. Si-
multaneously. various mea-
sures have been undertaken to
motivate the youth community

— thyough i
s

and recrestion and

healthy cultural activitiés.

in the .country side,; where
majerity ol the population re-
side, socio-economic changes
have occurred in the right direc-
tion. Through ‘Panchayeti Raj’
project. rur have been
organised at the grassroot
level, to meaningfully decen-
tralise power ar the local level.
As far as possible. land reform
has been carried out. which has
contributed to icyltural de-
velopment. At vi level. the
main responsibility to con-
struct roads. schools etc, lies
with the local organisations.

In the industrial sector also
West Bengal lorged ahead under
the Left Front Govermment.
Earlier. it was | behind
other Indian states. e work
started with cottage and small
industries. In 1991. when cen-
tral government relaxed strict
controls over the states, the
state government took up quick
industrialisation programme,
by foreign investment. to com-
bat increasing unemployment
and despair. Party's cal
position did not stand in the
wa]y Under the new industrial
policy, foreign investors were
invited to invest in West Ban-

al. which provided attractive

acilities and congenial atmo-
sphere. Widelv reputed in-
vestors from L -irope, America
and Asia responded to the call
in a big way. This was because

an investment-friehdly envi-
ronment was built up Lo draw
them in. Infrastructural facili-

Les. availability ol-raw materi-
als. and man have
expedited the of Indus-
trialisation. Calcutta-Shi
Express Way, World Trade -
Lre, ays, Food Pro-
cessir have been built. In

the field of electronics, a self-
' sulfieient gomplex on a 100 acre

~area has been established.
which contains one medular ..
Design. Factory,

standard
world-wide modern telecom-
munications net-work. one
Software Technology Park.
There are spurts of development
in all sub-sectors.

In this very state of West
Bengal, during '70s. industries
were getting sick and closed one
after another, or moved out.to
other states. There was extreme
dissatisfaction among the
workers. There was critical
shortage of electricity, without
which industry cannot be kept
ru . Now, West 1 has

‘not only met its deficit, but also
generates surplus eleetricity for

to other states. Electric-
ity generation has increased to
4500 megawatts from the level
of 945 megawatts in 1976. And

it is sup[;o at low tariff. Vil-
lagers also got electricity expe-
ditiously.

These unprecedented over-
all development has taken
place under the guidance of gov-
ernment in an integrated man-
ner. three com ts of which
are — government initiative,

“private sector and I‘nint ap-
roach, West Bengal Industrial
elopment Corporation Ltd.
and West ectronics In-
dustry Development Corpora-
tion prepared the stage of take-
ofl. West has set an ex-
ample of communal harmony,
which in turn has contributed

%

though Biman's rates are
cheaper, people who can afford
it. for several reasons, often
avoid Biman. Has Biman

ever itself: wl‘?v?
Biman should at first do

their homework and then to
be competitive. The way they
are trying it at present s the
competence and behaviour of

their s into question.

This is also true for the
ts and others.

If the government really

wants to attract foreign in-
vestments, it has to get moving
with their homework. Busi-

nesses, NGOs whatever, are
all facing persistent b
on various issues, as visa

(4-6 months seems to be nor-
mal), customs clearance, a tele-
ffax line (sums up to Tk
,000 have to be . If one
wants a quick phone connec-
tion, one has to pay for gov-
ernmental services. However,
all the b;;mhhm- can be l;uhad
easily paying ‘boxis’, tis
this really the way to do it?
This attitude should ch
quickly if the country wants

Sir, This year we observe the
Victory Day, December 16, with
mnnd eclat, S al l'enrnulr

use it is Sil-
ver Jubilee Em:r War of Inde-
pendence.

it it
our u
deE?Hu bur Rahman is the
freedom of then 75 million
ple of Bangladesh. He always

stood like a rock, like a moun-
tain and he sacrificed his every-

thing for the people of Bangla-
desh. bandhu never com-
Bronﬂu*d or surrendered to
akistani rulers in the greater

interest of the country.

However, unfortunately dur-
ing his life-time some of the
Indian leaders rather made a
breach of ment and with-
drew the Ganges water unilater-
ally and arbitrarily depriving
millions in our country their
rightful share of an interna-
tional river. The Indian leaders
also took control over our terri-
tory, Berubari, but in exchange
they refused to hand over our
rightful territory of Tinbigha.

The Muslims of what is now
Bangladesh established their
first independent Euvernmcnt
in 1203 under Bakhtiyar Khilji.
From time to time since thir-
teenth century the New Delhi
rulers like Pathans, Moghuls,
British, and later the military
;ll.i]r:rn of Il:}amahnd had hgctn

uring an attcl;?:(i to -
prive tﬁc people lhrgr inde-
pendence, sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity and their so-
clo-economic and political
rights. In the process they
looted the wealth of our country
and killed people.

Undergoing many trials and
tribulations, agonies and woes
of the last years, we de-
clared our independence on
26th March 1971 and after nine
months of fierce fighting and
making colossal sacrifices we
achieved our in dence on
December 16, 1971 following
unconditional surrender by the
Pakistani marauders.

Unfortunately due to some

deep-rooted conspiracy hatched

e —————— e —

in the country, we lost our fa-
ther of the nation u
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on

15, 1 :
e are a and inde-
our faces

pendent country.

radiant and uﬂ;ﬂl erect we
stand to-
day among lge dvﬂmm
of the world. We still have a
long way to go in building a

ha and prosperous Bangla-
deﬂ:y Let us all forget and
forgive our past differences and
bitterness and march forward
optimistically to ensure a better
tomorrow for 120 million
pecge of adesh.

e y feel that contro-
versy about the father of the
nation, if any, may be done
away with all the MPs irre-

of BNP, AL, JP or JI in

Jatiya Sangsad in a consen-
sus of opinion may declare
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as father of the nation
without further loss of time in

the greatest interest of unity
and of our people in-
side the

Would our Awami League,
BNP, JP and JI leaders ki
to the voice of the -
lions and move in the right di-
rection?

OH Kabir

6. Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka- 1203

Determination and

commitment
Sir, 1 have been mnrﬂtaﬂa

lo development. The hnneﬂu:rl
government leadership is be-

ndence. the Sil-
ver Jubilee of which is cele-
brated now. As an | t
and eign republic, it has
‘all the Ministries, including

SOVer
For ry with em-
Li in

m =
in ati su

pport was

Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has said that
Taka 1 lakh 6 hundred 5] crore
has been " t on account of
development during the last two
decades. But, expected result has
not been achieved, There are no
lack of studies, either nation-
,ally or intermationally, to de-
termine the extent of abysmal
poverty of rts
indidate that more than r
cent ol the population live be-
low the poverty line. However,
o1l the other side. Lhe nuniber of
rich has also increased
manifold; but with this the.dis-
crimination between rich and

poor, city and and other
inequalities have also been ac-
centuated.

The reasons are obvious. In
the absence of clean politics
:nd sound administration. we

ave seen rampant corruption,
miss- t. inefficiency
and . There is no use to
blame one regime or the other;
the net effect on the has
every time been painful. The
rmanent bureaucracy and

oreign trained officials could
not be of any use to the country.
Hardly ministers. bureaucrats
and other employees suffer -
ishment fer corruption! Tﬁ:
-has beerr all talk about trans-
parency and accountability. To

logical methods for upgrading
the standard of living of the
people. In whatever
resources we have are

utilised without least consider-

ation for .‘H'tcm <
ducing newsprint at a muc
mﬂm&ﬁﬁ
! are
s . — and
mru ng? and
fishes — at a much cost
than in ng Ben-
gal. As far as our productions
are we are capable of

producing but as to m them
cost-effective we are incapable
of keeping it within any rea-
sonable limit. The result is: the
more we produce, the more we
lose. By any international
nlnnd.nrd’r our production cost is
unreasonably high in any na-
tionalised sector of industry.
Similarly, utility-oriented ser-
ﬂmﬂ?dlm su n-l‘;]ectrlﬂt}'.
gas water are register-
ing high cost. But why?

The answer is flat and bla-
tant: Plundering by those en-
trusted with the responsibility
of the affairs. Of course, every-
body is not a thief but thieves
have attained unwritten con-
sensus much earlier to be at the
helms. Political leadership had
been for conducting
waste of national economy.
Labour unions, employe
unions, officers associa s
etc.. had been unitedly dictating

unmt lminliirl -

tions of autocratic governments
lacking lar support were

the cunning and
ambitious of associa-
tions to cover up their misdeeds
and continue up thedr
own fortune. Thanks have

:‘lﬂ- by

¥
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relief import
haps. joint venture with other

countries includi
equitable term { come up

in the region

cleanse the a stable ex

amples ol honesty will have 1o
be set al the lop and account

dability entorced from there to
start with 2

It In also necessary Lo ask as
lo why so much difference be-
Iween Bangladesh and Wesi
Hengal We cant accept that
Bengalees are mncapable of do-
ing constrictive works [ West
Bengal can progress why can't
wel A cursory glance will reveal
that our backwardness is due to
the selfish aggrandisement by
elite group' and not lathergy’ of
common man. A sub-group of
the clite mwthu'lged their lot,

rabbing of
of V Property fet,
etc, will always be on the look
out to fish in troubled water, by
what is called inciting commu-
nal politics; and. as such, can
never be an aid or in
national development. To fa-
cilitate development of the
country. it is necessary to re-
peal the aforesaid black law. at
the earliest convenience. Else,
the generdl mass will in

pom}rﬂmandﬂx:ﬁtelew
may find abode in developed

countries withotit caring for
them! - -

We feel the have be-
come aware of the precariqus
situation. for which they have
effected a political change on
12th June, 1996. Incidentally.
the visit of J Basu has
brought to the various de-
velopment issues. On the Silver
Jubilee of Victery Day, let us
vindicate our commmon ﬁ:u.lﬁn‘
development. for which good
neighbourliness is an essential
pre-condition. Will the main-
stream political parties arrive
at a consensus in the
After all, if the country does not

. what is the use of their
politics. Let us raise the ‘image’

of Bangladesh.

The writer is an economist
and advocate. Bangladesh
Supreme Court

——

reached a state where demo-
Wﬂﬂrﬂn

to bring back con
on these leaders. Our superior
service cadre officials
in where army officers to
roam about in the past.

Perhaps ex-president Ershad
showed them the path at the
cost of maneuvering national
election results. They are now
set in the game.

Would the from
inside continue unabated? At-
tack on power sector by its own
employees and some greedy
consumers under the cover of
systems loss should be ad-
dressed and cleared up right
now without disturbing 3
If the ment is sincere and
gﬂmw :’.:J elimlnntcl plun-

eri ich is i in
the ;Ectnr. I. as nﬁmﬂdﬂh??nm
ready to provide ways and
means without any remunera-
tion. As a son of the soil. as an
electrical engineer who has
been witnessing the gradual

H&d:ﬂm’ln{ﬂﬂmm{!‘
serious hurdie in the way to

industrialisation. one can no

longer sit idle. provided that the

government wants (o use his

ability and method for the cure.

Elimination of systems loss

would give birth to a healthy

sector that would neither
ace apathy of donors nor

blessing in the form
electricity. Per-

India on

Mahbubur Ralvean
DABR Rd No 1 26

Cruishan. Divakon



