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Tripura Tiger Force

kills 25 villagers

GUWAHATI. India. Dec
Tribal separalists Friday ihﬁl
dead at least 25 villagers sleep-
ing at a market in the north-
eastern Indian state of Tripura.

officials said. re s AFF
The gunmen ¢ to the
outlawed All Tripura Tiger

Force (ATTF] stormed Kalyan-
pur village about 100 kilome-
tres (62 miles) from Agartala,
the state capital. and opened
indiscriminate fire.

Tripura Home Minister
Samar Choudhury said over the
telephone that the attack took

ace around 3:00 am (2130
MT Thursday)

'As it was early morning
most of the villagers could not
react and so the casualty was

Police sources said the death
toll could go up as many of the
15 injured were in serious con-
dition. Some had been taken to

itals in Agartala.
houdhury said police and
paramilit forces had been
rushed to the massacre site to
track down the militants, who
escaped after the attack.

It was the worst massacre in
the region since tribal guerril-
las clad in combat uniform in
the nearby state of Hagaland

gunned down 30 bus passengers
on Dﬂ[‘tlllbﬂ' 9. That attack was
blamed on Naga tribals
Thl:‘ ATTF. which is cam-
' :glm secedle tiny Tripura
om b

a. has been blamed for

the dr.dth of more then 1,000
ple in recent years. Most of
its victimms have n non-trib-

Lankan PVT radio
station starts
broadcasting live

on Internet

COLOMBO, Dec 13: A private
radio station in Sri Lanka has
started broadcasti
Internet to become the coun.ry's
first network to go global, the
company said today, reports
AFP.

Telshan Network (private]
Limited (TNL) said its i]'n:.':ll Ser-
vice is now available live on the
worldwide web and was open to
requests from listeners from
any '_Fart of the world.

he response to our test
iransmissions from listeners
on the web have been tremen-
dous.” TNL executive director
Niraj Wickremesinghe said.

live on the

=== International

Blockades around Yangon lifted

US urges Myanmar junta to

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 13:
Eﬂcpping up US pressure on
Ugnnmir military government,

Ambassador Madeleine Al-
bright called Thursday on the
regime to r t human rights
and permit UN inspectors to
monitor civil liberties there,
reports AP.

“The more time ela be-
fore these steps are taken, the
more the pressure will build,
the more divided Burma will
become, and the more difficult
it will be fo
peaceful transition to demo-
cratic rule,” Albright told the
UN General Assembly.

Albright has beepn named
President Clinton to succ
Warren Christopher as US sec-
retary of state. Her remarks,
made after the General Assem-
bly approved a non-binding
resolution criticizing Burma
for human rights abuses, sig-
naled new pressure on the
Burmese military regime.

The resolution was intro-

Myanmarto achieve a

duced by Sweder.

Albright's remarks were
made as a senior Burmese gen-
eral threatened to "annihilate”
nnyun: who disrupts the mili-

tary government's work. The

by Gen. Tin were pub-
lished Thursday in state-run
newspapers following six days
of student protests in the cities
of Rangoon and Mandalay.

Thousands of student
demonstrators, demanding

freedom. human rights, an end
to police brutality and the right
to form a student union have
8 the most serious show of
civil dissent since the nation-
wide democracy uprising of

1988, also sparked by student
prnt:atu

her speech. Albright
uajd thn: anmat government

had failed to meet even the most
minimum international stan-
dards for protecting civil liber-
tes.

"It has subjected democratic

New US

immigration

restricts student visas

WASHINGTON. Dec 13: A
new amendment to the US im-
:ﬂ'ﬂﬂchtunrcﬁnct

recen require fore
uude;'{lﬂm:?shtu atte%nd
schools in the
States to show proof of

tuition t before can
hcgmlmm ;
new a "lllegal lmmm

tion Reform andJ_ -
sponsibility Act

took effect November 30, 1996,
includes sions affecting
the issuance of F-1 visas to stu-
dents coming to the US to attend
elementary school [graﬁ:

secondary school lgrades

9 to

levels are called
The US consular officers
overseas will no be able
to issue the F-1 visas for public
elementary school studies or
pubilicly funded aduit education
. Officers may issue

-1 visas limited to no more
than 12 months of public high
school If the tm

strates that he/she has reim-
bursed the school authority for
the unsubsidised per capita cost

of mu&amfﬂr the intended

However, these revisions do
not apply to fi students
who wish to attend private
schools or to any student par-
ticipating in a J-1 exch
visitor programme. Also, the
provisions do not affect de
dents of other categories
holders visiting the US, such as
E. H. J and L visa holders.

It is not yet clear what effect.
if any. this legislation will have
on students were already in
the US before November 30,
1996. But it will no longer be

le for foreign high school
students to use tlll_e US residence
of their relatives for the purpose
of a high il:hodw

If an F-1 student in a private
elementary school or publicly
financed adult education
transfers to a ‘public school or

, the visa is consid-

void unless requirements

of the time limit (maximnum 12

months) and cost mndltluns
are met.

This student sion in
Section 625 of the lllegal Immi-

ation Reform and Immigrant
bility Act of 1996, was

SRR

on September 30, 1996.

aid to Belarus:

r'll.nn'r:nt !mru‘l urged the 15-nation Eu-
ropean Union to ntnp ﬂnu:m:il] aid to

larus because of doubts

over its commitment to democracy. Rrutrr reports from Stras-

hu.ug.l"‘rm

Hardline Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko has been
criticised in the West for using a huge victory in a November 24
referendum to rewrite the constitution and secure sweeping

powers for himself.

s L)
s bail le refused: .
' ‘IJ in Chenn 'Yntrrdlf declined to grant
ail m fnrmrr Nadu chie inister and AIADMK

J Ja illallthd who was arrested by the crime branch
Eg on 7 in connection with the Rs. 8 53 crore colour
television scam. PT1 reports from Chennal
Dismissing her petition. the Judge A Ramamoorthy observed
that time was not ripe lor granting bail Lo her

He noted that some more wilhesses were
and releasing her now on bail would place

of investigation

to be examined
les in the way

5 Indian boats seized in Pak waters:

Pakistan's maritime security
and arrested 34 fishermen in

seized five Indian trawlers

akistani territorial waters, the
state-run television reported Thursday AFP repo

ris from ls-

lamabad. The boats were operating some 20 kilometers (12

miles) inside the Pakistani zone in the Arablan Sea,

it sadd

The television, which showed the seized boats and the fisher-
men, did not specify the date when the trawlers were taken mto

Labour strike called off in ROK:

South HﬂﬂnimmﬂﬂumhrguahMrmmuhdn

would call off a

strike, averting
tion in industry and public services. AFP

cmnlrg"lkw

The Korean Confederation of Trade Umﬂm}} whach

had

the Friday sirike 1o proiest a new labour law. said

it had called off the action so as not o inconvenience the public.

\sets up ties with Solomon Islands:
matic relations with the Solomon Islands in the South Pacific,

Reuter reports from Pretonia.
The F Affairs
bassadorial had been
would promote mutual

culture.

leaves for

tary William Perrv headed ito Europe

in Pretoria said ties at am-
and it hoped closer links
in coluDerce. econonncs and

Defence Secre-

ursday io wvisii US

troops returning from Bosma on his last overseas trip n office

AFF reports from Washington

Perry also was to meet over the weekend with German De-
fence Minister Volker Ruehe and Austrian Defence Minister

Werner Fasslabend in Germany

and Austria before travelling to

Brussels lor a meeting of NATO defence munisters

Jamaat threatens
to boycott coming
polls in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Dec 13: The
chief of Pakistan's main fun-
damentalist party on Thursday
threatened to boycott the com-

ing election if corrupt politi-
cians were allowed to contest
’Lh-e- Bs.r s AFP
e will not take part in the
election if the same corrupt
le come forward ™ Qazi
ussain Ahmed of the Jamaat-

I-lslarmi Party told a news con-
ference

Ahmed said his ‘s top
council would meet on -
ber 26 to decide '!':-e-ther it
should participate in the
February 3 election in the pre-
vailing circumstances

forces to a kind of rolling re-
Fre“:lun in which small step
orward alternate with crack-
downs and episodes of intimi-
dation and violence,” she said.

Albright said the student
demonstrations had been
"harshly repressed” although
they were "non-political in na-
ture.”

“The Myanmar authorities
would like lhe world to believe
that its harsh .policies are nec-
essary in light ﬂf Burma's tur-
bulent history and the multi-
ethnic nature of Burmese soci-
ety.” Albright said.

Albright said the General
Assembly's approval of the res-
olution on Burma showed that
"the world does not accept ex-
cuse.”

“The right of peoples to par-
ticipant freely in a democratic
political process is an ally —
not an enemy — fo nat!nngl
she

unity and social peace
said.
AFP adds: Myanmar mih

Vice President Al Gore announces on Thursday that US airline executives have volun-
tarily agreed to install fire detectors in the cargo area of planes. President Clinton (R),

Carol Hallett (L), president of the Airline Trans

port Association, and some of the 15

airline executives who met the President and Vice President listen. Gore said that “with
this announcement, virtually all the airlines are sayving they're not going to wait for the
regulatory process to catch up, they're moving forward on their own." A fire in the cargo
area of a Valujet airliner is believed to have caused the crash is Florida last May that

kil'ad 110 people.

— Reuter/UNB photo

UNSC autl;oﬁses new Bosnian
peacekeeping mission

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 13
The UN Security Council on
Thu a resolution
authorising establishment of
the new international peace-
k force for Bosnia which
will ace the mandate for the
NATO-led mission. re s AP.

The mandate for the NATO
mission expires Dec 20. It was
-rnllnﬂtunutnrrplmlhtl.lﬂ
ﬁ:nrrhera force after

wnian Muslims, Serbs and
Croals signed the Dnﬂmrm
agreement which ended the
three and one-hall year war

Under the resolution ap-
proved unamimously. the coun

il authorised member stales to
rlllhlllh the multinational

stabilization force. or SFOR
which will remain Bosnia-
Her na for 18 months

The resolution also autho
rized a UN operation. which in-
cludes an international civil

lice force. to remain in

a for one more year until

Dec 21, 1997

It also noted that the inter
national community cannot
continue to support the peace
process “without compliance
and active participation by
Bosnian leaders in “rebuilding
a civil society ~

It also underscored the link

between financial assistance
and the » of compliance
Bosnian cials with the 199!

agreement which ended the
Bosnian war,

Under the resolution. troops
ol the new stabilization force
may take all necessary mea-
sures to defend itsell from at
tack or the threatl of attack.”

It also "demands” that the
Bosnian parties respect the se-
curity and freedom of mowve-
ment of the force and “other in-
ternational personnel.”

Russian Ambassador Sergey
Lavrov told the council that the
resolution gives preeminence to
the civillan aspect of the
Bosnian peace accords now that
the threat of renewed conflict
has dimminished.

Itahian Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini ﬂan HJ poses with Serbian opposition leaders,
anu Dyndjic (L), Vesna Pesic (2nd L) and Vuk Draskovic, on Thursday following their
meeting in Belgrade Dini, who held talks earlier with President Slobodan Milosevic, is the

first Western politician on an official visit to Yugoslavia since anti-governments protests

broke out three weeks ago

— AFP/UNB phntn

respect human rights

tary authorities lifted block-
ades around Yangon yesterday
following a wee student
protests, but installed five
"tanks in a key downtown area

in an apparent warning against
any unrest.

Five tanks were
t behind the gates of

the Union Solidarity Develop-
ment Association adjacent to
Sule Pagoda in the center of
town, while blockades set up
earlier Lhiu week across were
removed.

Security has been
past week in Yangon ollnwi
a wave of student protuu
_a heavy police and troop pres-
ence on the streets. However,
yesterday the only troops seen
duwnm'tm were manning the

Observers said the tanks ap-
peared to have been installed in
order to deter any further un-
rest while security was being re-
laxed in the capital.

placed

Pressure mounts
on France to
accept Annan as
next UN Secy Gen

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 13:

Pressure mounted on France to
acm:t the US favorite for UN
ch

Friday after the 58-year-

old Ghanaian won the support
of the 14 other Security Council

members as the next secretary-
general, AP.

The Igm’nmnhﬂ council met

Friday for a fourth day of in-
formal balloting to chose
among four Africans nomi-
nated as successors to Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, an an ve-
toed by the United States.

One council ambassador and
diplomats from another council

member country said they
expected the French to with-
draw their opposition to UN
Undersecretary-General Kofi
Annan for the t Friday.
A formal vote could then be
scheduled as early as Monday.
There was no comment from
the French. France is a .
nent council member there-
fore holds veto power along
with the other permanent
members: the United States.
Britain, China and Russia.
1111: council muﬂﬂchom a
new secretary-general and for-
ward the name to the full 185-
member General Assembly for
ratification before Boutros-
Ghali's term res Dec. 31
Last month. the United
Stales cast the lone veto against
Boutros-Ghali. despite strong
support from France and the
African countries. After the US
veto. the council agreed to give
preference to African candi-
dates so the continent would
hold the post for two terms. as
has been customary.
The US. in vetoing Boutros-
Ghali, said he had not been ag-
enough in pursuing re-
orm at the United Nations. On
Thursday. a French diplomat
said on condition of anonymity
that France does not believe
Annan has the “stature” needed
to push through reforms of the
world ;
France's favorite, Ivory
Coast Foreign Minister Amara
. won seven votes Thursday
four opposed, including
two permanent members. pre-
sumably the United States and
Hritain

Milosevic invites
OSCE to examine
crisis in Belgrade

BELGRADE, Dec 13: Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic
has invited a European security
organisation to Belgrade to ex-
amine the crisis sparked by the
government's annulment of op-

position election wins, the news

agency Tanjug said tonday, re-
ports AFP

Milosevic, facing massive
daily street protests, extended
the invitation to the Organisa-
tion for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe "E}in a e
io US Secretary of State Warr=n
Christopher, the agency said.

But he insisted that “the
claim that Serbian authorities
cancelled the election results”
was pure 'invention .

Up to 100,000 demonstrators
have taken (o the streets for

more than three weeks calling

on |uU|nnuﬂ to the
November 17 Is. in which
tion ¢ les sweplt to

ory over the ruling coali-
tion
Tanjug

ordered on the basis of “legiti-
mate claims

normal legal electoral proce-
dure.

Che Duily Mar 5

ﬁ

Off the Record

Price for bid to marry forcibly

NEW DELHI: A

postal employee in southern India had his®

hands severed by the parents of a girl he forcibly tried to marry.

the Press Trust of India (PTI) repo
The girl's
Nadu state

bours to

rted on Friday. reporis AFP.
arents tied the man to a tree at a vill
ednesday then severed his hands after warning
keep away. the news

man remained tied to the tree

age in Tamil

said.
.. police rescued him

and rushed him to a hospital, PTI said.
The parents had not been arrested at the time of the report.

Wheat harvest in space!

WASHINGTON: The first wheat harvest in
out recently aboard the Russian s

of US astronaut John Blaha, N

ace was carried
ce station Mir with the he
sald Thursday, reports

The harvest was part of project greenhouse, an :xperimc:nt

using 32 grains of su
"Successful

per-dwarf wheat growing undcr conditions
of microgravity in space, the US space agen
h of the whl:at crop

:'zrnugh all develop-

ment phases, culminating in the harvést of seeds, demonstrates
that the environment of space poses no obstacles to the biologi-
cal components of a regenerative life support system,” said

NASA researcher David

ubenheim.

White doves in export list

HAIKOU: Some 20,000 pairs of white doves from the United

States have made their nests in Hainan. China's lar
economic zone, and more are on the wa

The doves were imported
Co

15-hectare farm is being bulilt with a total investment of

19 million vuan.

Director Tim Burton waves as he arrives with friend Lisa
Marie for the premiere of his new film, "Mars Attacks" on

the Hainan Haiyang Industrial
ation in its effort to build a large bird-breeding

st special
. reports Xinhua,

farm.

Thursday in Hollywood, California. The comedy, which

stars Jack Nicholson and Glenn Close,
Earth by creatures from Mars.

NEW DELHI. Dec 13: India’s
Congress (1) party warned today
that the country's minority
United Front government
would not be able to complete
its five-year term expiring in
2001. reports AFF.

But the Congress. which
props up the six-month-old
coalition, admitted that it
would not be able to form an al-
ternative government as il
lacks the necessary support in
pariiament.

“This government will not
last its five years. That much we
are certain,” Congress
spokesman Vithal Gadgil told
AFP.

ISLAMABAD, Dec 13: North-

ern Afghan leader General Ab-
dul Rashid Dostum told a UN
envoy on Thursday that his

militia was ready to take part
in proposed ceasefire talks with
the radical Islamic Taliban
Movement. reports Reuter.

A UN official said Dostum
ulﬁl:ll!d willingness during
with UN special envoy
Norbert Holl in the northern
city of Mazar-I-Sharif to nomi-
nate a representative to a pro-

palﬂ'.'l Six-man commission to
work out details of a truce.

No other details of the talks

[were immediately available.

Holl, who received a similar

citing Milosevic s
letter. said a partial rerun was

and was a part of

assurance of cooperation from
ousted government military
Chief Ahmad Shah Masood on
Sunday, to meet Taliban
leaders in southern city of
Kandahar in the next few days.
a UN source said

Holl is trying to convene a
ceasefire working #r-:-up com:
prising with three Taliban rep-
resentatives and three from an
alliance composed of factions
loval to Masood. Dostum and

18 about a wvisit to
— AFP/UNB phntu

Congress (1) warns -
United Front govt won't be

able to complete its term

"It could fall under the
wdight of its own contradic-
uuns or we muld withdraw our

rt to it.” he said. "These
un: two possible scenarios that
we can visualise.”

But Gadgil said the 111-year-
old C . the second largest

oup in the national parlia-
ment after Hindu nationalists,
was in no position to take
power if the present govern-
ment fell.

"If we did. it would be unsta-
ble,” he said. "Because we would
need the su rt of about 100
members (of parliament) from
other es to form a govern-
ment and run it. It won't work.”

“'Dostum ready to take part
in truce talks with Taliban'

Shi'ite Muslim
Khalili.

It would discuss details of a
ceasefire, demilitarisation of
Kabul and formation of a neu-
‘tral Alghan security force to
control the capital alter rival
forces back.

}-[u has said in u::ﬂ pa;t lléh:ll
all factions agree in principie to
a ceasefire, but not on the de-
tails.

The forces of Masood and
Dostum are battling the Taliban
militia north of Kabul and in
the northwestern province of
Badghis, but neither side has
gained a clear military advan-

tage.

Scptcmer 37 forcing the
on em

ident Hurh.lnuddln Ih to
flee and Masood and
Dostum to drop old en-
mity and form an anti-Taliban
alliance

leader Karim

The Taliban wants to extend
its strict interpretation ol Is-
lamic Sharia law throughout
Alghanistan

OIC calls for pressure on Israel to end ME peace process

JAKARTA. Dec 13
Palestinian self-rule thc prime
guul: of all Muslims ™ a

Islamic governments
Friday for international pres-
sure on Israel to take further
steps toward a Mideast peace
settlement, re AP

The Or tion of the Is-
lamic Conference said that if
the e process breaks down,
its 54 member nations should
reconsider any plans to nor-
malize diplomatic relations
with Israel.

A statermnent issued at the end
of a five-day conference of OIC

m%rm:mﬂerl criticized Is-
rael fmlmg to complete its

t from the city
of Hebror. the last ltu
turming over control of the

Bank to Palestinians.
The OIC, founded in 1972 to
for israel to return occu-
Arab territories, includes
and other governments
that have relations with Israel.
as well as countries such as
Malaysia that don't.
The Israeli t of
hardline Prime Huutr.r Btn

jamln Het.n{:t;lm

tumhﬂﬂ-th m.ltn[ul:
cern for the safety of 500 Jewish
settlers who live among the
city's 130.000 Palestinians.
"The conference reaffirmed
that the Palestinian cause is the
prime cause of all Muslims,
copy of the state-
ment distributed to reporters
before the conference's closing

It i:Illﬂd for U.‘: and Euro-

pean pressure o compel srael
to implement the eements
on the withdrawal of its tmopu

. (and) enter into serious
t.'lltinl'll on the final status of
the Palestinian tlerritories

The OIC called for pressure

on lIsrael to give up east
Jerusalem. claimed by the
Palestinians as their ca ital
and make progress in ta on

rﬁmﬂmmm&vﬁ

ured in war
llrld has occupied Syria’

Golan Heights since the Ig?t}s
and a swath of southern
Lebanon since the
ward off attacks on its northern
border .

19808 (o

Israeli-Syrfan peace talks

stalled in February Tensions
have escalated since Ne-
tanyahu s eigction in May Is
rael's depuly milita chief
warned this week that its
was ready to repel any attack.
The conference reaffirmed
that the continued occupation
by Israel of the Syrian Golan
constitutes a constant threat to
peace and security in the re-

@gon.” the OIC statement said.

i The OIC also a for an
end to fighting in anistan
and Somalia and ween the
former Soviet republics of
Azerbaljan, an OIC member.
and Armenia in a di te over
the territory u! agorno-

Karabakh.
It called for an arms em-
bargo on Alghanistan, where 20

peace missions sent by the
group have failed to end a civil
war that erupted between Is-
lamic factions after a Commu-
nist r was overthrown in
- 1992 group said its diplo-
matic efforts would continue.
nistan is an OIC mem-

ber, L its seat at the confer-
ence was left empty after the
refused to c between

two rival factions claiming to
represent the country.

Also Fricay. an Indonesiai
human submitted a

group
letter to DIC secretary-general

H.mldhlllhldnfﬂr II?
on the or loak
tuthr ts of migrant work-

hhmﬂ 4" women from !l

roup Women's Solidarity for
uman Rights sang the Indone-
sian national anthem and
waved banners during a brief.
peaceful demonstration outside
the convention center where
OIC officials were meeting
Member nations in the OIC
are key parts of an interna-
tional indusiry that sends
maids and other labourers from
Indonesia. Pakistan and other
countriea to work in Saudi Ara-
bia. Kuwait and other wealthier
Feonomies
“In certain places. { hl‘l‘!‘
:-:dn“t:m ireated nﬂnw-
m ] Hlﬂ' l'm
the OIC will
and hﬂmn-
where the r.nnprltr pop-
ulations are Muslim.”

I Western hostages

announces reward

for information

SRINAGAR, India, Dec 13:
The Kashmir administration
today announced a reward of
one million Ru s (28.500
dollars) for information on
four Western tourists abducted
by Muslim sephratisis last year,

£ "

The state rnment said

any one ng information
-ch leads to the whereabouts
of all or any of the four would be

for the reward.
Britons Fnul

u“hm‘ei
Wells and th Hlnlln

Dirk Hasert were kid-
F Muslim militants
» wh
district

in the Pahalgam
shmir



